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FORE-WORDS. 


This  volume  marshals  material  for  the  historian  of  Virginia  Methodism. 
The  careers  recorded  disclose  the  hand  of  God  in  the  lives  of  His  servants.  Its 
value  is  too  obvious  for  comment. 

There  is  precedent  for  this  work.  Luke  wrote  of  the  workers  in  the  Church 
Avhile  they  were  yet  alive.  It  was  the  custom  of  John  Wesley  to  publish  in  the 
Ann  in  tan  Magazine  short  accounts  of  his  preachers,  accompanied  by  their  re- 
spective portraits.  Bishop  McTyeire  gave  opinion  that  “In  reading  history  or 
biography  one  is  busy  forming  a conception  of  the  hero  of  the  story — how  the 
poet,  the  speaker,  or  the  man,  in  whatever  capacity,  looked.  A true  picture  of 
Paul  would  be  a commentary  on  his  Epistles.  The  artist  helps  the  writer.” 

The  portraits  have  received  commendation  for  strength  and  accuracy.  If. 
perchance,  there  is  an  indifferent  likeness,  it  is  chargeable  to  an  inferior  photo- 
graph. Remembering  that  men  on  mountain  missions  or  circuits,  distant  from 
a city,  could  not  command  a best  camera,  the  success  of  the  engraver  is  excep- 
tional. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  these  “Acts,”  pen-sketches  of  clever  writers,  will  be  found 
engaging,  instructive,  and  nourishing. 

The  publisher  desires  to  recognize  the  obliging  aid  of  many  contributors 
and  the  good  offices  of  his  brethren  of  the  Conference.  He  is  debtor  to  the  Rev. 
J Carson  Watson  for  skilled  attention  to  the  proof.  Mr.  Freeman,  the  photog- 
rapher of  Norfolk,  favored  the  ministers  with  artistic  service. 


INTRODUCTION.* 


Christian  biography  is  the  repository  of  the  names  and  character  of  the  hon- 
ored servants  of  God.  In  this  respect  it  may  he  compared  to  a public  conserva- 
tory of  foreign  plants,  in  which  the  rarest  specimens,  gathered  from  every  clime, 
are  collected  and  preserved  for  the  information  and  admiration  of  curious  and 
intelligent  observers.  It  subserves  the  analagous,  hut  nobler,  purpose  of  select- 
ing and  comprising,  within  accessible  limits,  those  “plants  of  renown  ’ which 
have  enriched  and  adorned  the  garden  of  the  Lord,  and  whose  fragrance  would 
otherwise  perish  from  the  memory  of  the  living.  It  performs  the  grateful  task 
of  rescuing  their  record  from  oblivion,  of  perpetuating  their  image,  of  embalm- 
in'? their  virtues,  and  of  transmitting  to  others  the  treasure  of  their  usefulness. 
It  is  more  still.  It  ism  gallery  of  life-like  portraits,  taken  by  the  artist  from 
original  sources,  the  indisputable  identity  of  which  speaks  from  the  canvas,  and 
whose  recognized  ideals  recall  the  period  and  realize  the  scenes  of  their  conse- 
crated activity. 

The  object  of  the  present  volume  is  decidedly  peculiar.  It  does  not  derive 
its  materials  from  the  realm  of  the  dead,  hut  from  the  region  of  the  living. 
Nor  does  it  seek  for  its  pages  promiscuous  examples  of  Christian  worth.  It 
is  more  specific.  It  embraces  none  hut  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and  only  a cer- 
tain class  of  them.  It  proposes  to  commemorate  the  persons  and  the  character- 
istics of  the  existing  members  of  the  Virginia  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  And  it  proposes  not  to  await  their  departure  from 
the  scene  of  the  labors;  hut,  in  their  behalf,  to  imitate,  without  presumption,  the 
devout  example  of  Mary,  who,  in  anticipation  of  her  Lord’s  death,  anointed  ILis 
feet  “with  a pound  of  ointment,”  which,  to  her,  was  “very  costly.”  The  prompt- 
ness and  profuseness  of  her  act  of  devotion  exposed  her  to  the  cavil  of  a mis- 
calculating critic,  to  whom  Jesus  said:  “Let  her  alone;  against  the  day  of 

my  burying  hath  she  kept  this.” 

W ith  similar  approval,  we  may  commend  the  loving  tribute  of  the  author, 
who  desires,  while  the  laborers  are  yet  in  the  field,  to  arrest  and  retain  their 
fugitive  forms  and  to  ensure  the  authenticity  of  their  respective  narratives.  So 
much,  and  no  more,  is  attempted.  Yeri-similitude  is  thus  effected,  without  ex- 
aggeration on  the  one  hand  or  the  risk  of  miscarriage  on  the  other.  The  future 
biographer  will  fill  up  the  outlines  and  add  the  details  according  to  his  discre- 
tion. 

The  skillful  industry  which  secures  these  results  is  not  only  entitled  to  our 
praise  for  the  completeness  of  its  success,  hut  it  confers  a positive  benefit  upon 
the  Church  and  upon  society.  It  holds  up  the  mirrored  excellence  of  one  gen- 
eration to  the  inspection  of  another,  and  reproduces  the  features  and  the  for- 
tunes of  those  whose  lives,  in  no  small  degree,  have  augmented  the  sum  total  of 
human  happiness. 

It  may  well  be  presumed  that  a book  so_  unique  in  its  composition,  so  graphic 
in  its  delineations,  so  authentic  in  its  statements,  and  so  personally  interesting 
in  its  topics  will  meet  with  a reception  so  cordial  as  to  leave  no  doubt  either  of 
the  felicity  of  its  conception  or  the  utility  of  its  publication. 

I).  S.  DOGGETT. 

Richmond , V a.,  July , 1SS0. 

♦Introduction  to  the  Sketches  of  1880,  by  Bishop  Doggett. 
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REV.  WILLIAM  A.  CROCKER. 

There  is  no  page  so  engaging  as  the  story  of  a worthy  life.  ‘Where  unsel- 
fish work  is  clone  under  stress  of  bodily  pain  and  untoward  surroundings,  the 
interest  is  heightened.  Mr.  Crocker  pressed  forward  in  his  holy  vocation,  often 
handicapped  hv  a spinal  malady  and  other  ills,  sometimes  with  nerves  almost 
wrecked,  sometimes  in  the  midst  of  war,  and  then  among  the  ruins  of  the  civil 
strife.  God  has  owned  his  faithful  servant.  The  Church  is  his  debtor.  llis 
sermons  have  the  grace  and  strength  that  come  from  study  and  polish.  They 
are  not  without  the  holy  unction.  The  Conference  love  and  honor  such  men. 
There  is  a peculiar  drawing  of  the  heart  toward  him  whose  early  Christian  life 
has  the  gentle  leadings  of  Providence,  as  seen  in  the  lines  that  follow  this  para- 
graph. It  is  better  to  listen  to  him  than  to  attempt  to  narrate  in  our  own  words 
this  part  of  the  sketch. 

"I  was  born  in  Isle  of  Wight  county,  Ya.,  November  I,  1825.  My  father 
died  when  1 was  about  four  years  old.  His  triumphant  Christian  death,  as 
related  to  me  by  my  mother,  made  an  early  impression  on  my  mind.  As  far 
back  as  I can  recollect,  there  was  fixed  in  my  mind  the  purpose  to  be  a good  man, 
like  my  father.  This  pious  resolution  was  cherished  and  confirmed  by  her  care- 
ful religious  instruction.  Recalling  the  experience  of  my  early  childhood,  I 
cannot  doubt  that  I was  the  subject  of  divine  grace  at  an  early  age.  I did  not, 
however,  make  a formal  profession  of  religion  until  the  summer  of  1841,  in  the 
sixteenth  year  of  my  age.  This  occurred  at  Benn’s  meeting-house,  near  Smith- 
field,  during  a revival  conducted  by  Brother  Michaels.  Erom  a little  child  I 
had  cherished  a desire  some  day  to  be  a preacher.  No  sooner  was  1 converted 
than  this  early  wish  wras  revived,  and  the  conviction  made  upon  my  mind  that 
I must  become  a minister.  There  was  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  such  must 
be  my  future  calling.  I was  but  a boy,  and  much  preparation  wras  to  be  made, 
but  this  one  idea  was  in  my  mind,  and  shaped  my  thoughts  and  plans.  Though 
not  yet  a prophet,  I felt  that  1 was  a son  of  the  prophets,  and  the  spirit  of 
prophecy  had  fallen  upon  me.  In  a few  weeks  after  my  conversion,  1 found 
myself  actually  engaged  in  a missionary  work  among  the  negroes  of  the  plan- 
tation— reading  the  Scriptures  to  them  on  Sunday  evenings  around  their  cabin 
doors  and  holding  prayer-meetings  among  them.  As  the  result  of  these  juve- 
nile efforts,  a most  powerful  revival  took  place  among  them,  and  numbers  of  our 
own  servants  and  others  of  the  neighborhood  were  converted. 

Tin  October  of  this  year,  at  my  own  request,  I was  sent  to  Windsor  Theo- 
logical Institute,  near  Baltimore,  then  conducted  by  the  venerable  Francis 
Waters,  1).  I).  There  T remained  about  two  years,  and  such  was  the  ardor 
with  which  1 prosecuted  my  studies  that  my  health  completely  broke  down,  and 
I was  compelled  to  return  home  and  seek  recreation  and  rest.  In  the  fall  of 
1848  the  Virginia  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  was  held 
at  Smithfield.  My  health  being  still  too  feeble  to  return  to  my  studies,  I was 
advised  by  Drs.  Thomson  and  McGuigan,  Brother  Whitfield,  and  other  leading 
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members  of  the  Conference,  to  enter  the  itinerancy.  I was  hut  eighteen  years 
of  age  and  in  feeble  health,  wholly  unqualified,  in  my  own  judgment,  for  so 
high  and  holy  a calling  as  that  of  the  Christian  ministry.  1.  earnestly  desired 
to  spend  at  least  three  more  years  in  preparing  for  it.  But  they  urged  that  it 
would  he  a benefit  to  my  health  and  was  in  the  line  of  my  preparation — that  I 
might  do  some  good  ; and  so  soon  as  my  health  was  sufficiently  recovered  I could 
return  to  school.  Influenced  by  these  considerations,  I timidly  consented,  and 
was  sent  to  Charles  City  and  Yew  Kent  Circuit,  as  assistant  to  Rev.  Thomas 
Taylor.  The  good  people  showed  me  much  affection,  and  God  blessed  my  labors 
greatly  among  them.  At  the  next  Conference  I proposed  to  return  to  school; 
hut,  fortunately  or  unfortunately,  God  only  knows,  my  brethren  would  not  con- 
sent to  it,  and  1 was  thus  led  from  year  to  year  to  postpone  it  until  it  was  too 
late,  and,  as  a consequence,  I have  never  realized  the  hope  of  my  early  years — - 
of  being  an  ‘able  minister  of  the  Kew  Testament.’ 

“During  the  first  years  of  my  ministry  l was  much  exercised  on  the  subject 
of  becoming  a missionary  to  the  heathen.  My  own  Church  not  being  prepared 
to  send  out  any  missionaries,  I made  application  to  the  American  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  thinking  they  were  organized  on  the  catholic  plan  of  the 
American  'bract  Society;  but  when  I learned  from  them  that  I must  subscribe 
to  the  doctrine  of  Calvinism,  I withdrew  my  application.  The  hope  of  be- 
coming a missionary  was  cherished  for  several  years,  but  in  this  also  I 'was  dis- 
appointed.” 

lie  lias  filled  successively  the  following  charges,  viz.:  Charles  City  and  New 
Kent,  from  November,  1843,  to  November,  1844;  Hampton,  1844-H5 ; Sussex, 
1845-’46. ; Abingdon,  184C-’4T ; Hampton,  1847-’48  (in  November  of  this  year 
he  was  married  to  Frances  K.  Jennings,  daughter  of  William  Jennings,  of 
Hampton);  Sussex,  1848-’50.  From  November,  1850,  until  November,  1853, 
on  account  of  the  ill-health  of  his  wife,  he  was  left  without  appointment,  at 
liis  own  request.  In  November,  1853,  he  was  assigned  to  Princess  Anne  Cir- 
cuit; in  1854-’56,  to  Heathsville  Circuit;  1856-’57,  Lynchburg;  lS57-’58,  Prin- 
cess Anne  Circuit;  185S-’5b,  Norfolk.  At  the  close  of  this  year  he  was  so  dis- 
abled that  suspension  of  ministerial  work  was  a necessity.  His  nervous  system 
was  much  shattered,  lie  found  a suitable  retreat  on  the  shores  of  Currituck 
Sound,  in  .worth  Carolina,  where  he  resumed  pastoral  work.  Dr.  McGuigan, 
the  President  of  the  Conference,  dying  about  this  time,  he  was  called  upon  to 
fill  his  unexpired  term.  The  war  prevented  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
office,  and  lie  resigned  it  and  entered  the  army  as  Chaplain,  and  continued  to 
the  fall  of  18G3.  Bad  health  and  the  exigencies  from  invasion  by  the  enemy 
compelled  him  and  his  family  to  retire  to  Campbell  county.  In  1865  he  began 
to  serve  his  old  charge  at  Heathsville — a year  of  remarkable  success.  “At 
Fairfield,  on  the  first  Sunday  in  I860,  at  the  close  of  the  afternoon  sermon  an 
invitation  was  given  to  penitents,  and  sixty  kneeled  for  prayer.”  A great  re- 
vival ensued.  1 1 is  own  heart  was  blessed  during  this  pastorate. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  at  his  suggestion,  a needy  preacher  was  put  in  this 
place,  and  be  undertook  to  restore  the  walls  of  Zion  in  the  ruined  town  of  Hamp- 
ton, where  there  was  at  that  time  no  minister,  either  in  the  county  of  Elizabeth 
City  or  Warwick.  One  hundred  dollars  was  all  that  could  be  raised.  There 
was  no  parsonage.  God  blessed  the  effort  to  rebuild  the  waste  place.  In  1867 
eighty  were  converted. 

In  November,  1870,  there  Avas  a union  of  the  Virginia  Conference  of  the 
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Methodist  Protestant  Church  with  the  Virginia  Conference  of  the  Methoc'.ist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  Mr.  Crocker,  with  other  ministers  of  the  former, 
received  appointments  from  the  latter  body,  he  first  going  to  Heathsville  Circuit, 
and  in  1S72  to  Westmoreland,  serving  four  years;  in  1870,  Presiding  Elder 
of  Northern  Meek  District.  In  1878  the.  district  was  consolidated  with  Ran- 
dolph-Macon  Distinct,  and  he  was  assigned  to  Richmond  Circuit.  lie  has  also 
served  on  Brunswick  and  King  and  Queen;  hut  infirmity  of  vision  compelled 
him,  in  1887,  to  become  a superannuate.  He  resides  on  the  Northern  Keck 
of  Virginia. 

He  has  given  to  the  Church  a number  of  sermons  in  print,  and  published 
Studies  in  the  Prophecy  of  Daniel,  and  also  Studies  in  the  Book  of  Revelation, 
which  have  been  well  received  and  highly  commended  for  thought  and  style. 


REV.  JAMES  FIELDIKG  BRAKKIK. 

Our  Melancthon — gentle  and  devoted  Brannin!  He  had  for  years  the 
poison  of  malaria  in  his  veins,  and  was  the  victim,  too,  of  a cruel  and  predatory 
invading  army;  yet  neither  disease  nor  the  ills  suffered  from  the  ruthless  sol- 
diery could  make  morose  his  amiable  spirit  or  dim  his  faith  in  God.  A man 
preferring  a quiet  corner  in  the  Conference,  yet  sought  out  by  his  brethren  and 
saluted  with  hearty  good  will.  The  flocks  he  has  cared  for  have  in  fond  recol- 
lection his  faithful  service.  lie  wins  their  love.  God  blesses  the  work  of  his 
hand. 

He  is  a native  of  Fauquier  county,  Va.  His  birth  was  on  April  6,  1826. 
His  father,  Fielding  A.  Brannin,  was  the  grandson  of  an  Irish  rebel,  and  bis 
mother  the  granddaughter  of  a French  Huguenot.  The  former  was  driven 
from  his  native  land  bv  political  oppression,  and  settled  in  what  was  then 
Spottsylvania,  but  now  Culpeper  county,  about  the  same  time  that  the  latter 
fled  from  religious  persecution  and  settled  in  Prince  ’William  county,  Va.  The 
father  of  Mr.  Brannin  moved  to  Level  Green,  Culpeper  county,  when  our 
preacher  was  a small  boy,  where  he  was  reared,  receiving  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  tire  neighborhood  afforded.  He  was  converted  and  united  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Providence,  in  August,  1839;  joined  the 
Virginia  Annual  Conference  in  1845,  and  was  appointed  as  junior  preacher  to 
Louisa  ( 'irc-uit,  then  embracing  the  whole  of  Orange,  the  greater  part  of  Louisa, 
and  all  of  Spottsylvania  except  Fredericksburg.  In  his  twentieth  year,  at  the 
Conference  of  1846,  he  was  made  pastor  of  Mathews  Circuit,  then  embracing 
six  churches,  four  local  preachers  and  an  aggregate  membership  of  over  five 
hundred.  There,  by  excessive  work,  in  what  was  then  the  most  sickly  section 
of  the  State,  his  health  was  greatly  impaired  and  his  constitution  received  a 
shock  from  which  it  has  never  entirely  recovered;  but  at  the  following  Confer- 
ence, held  in  Charlottesville  (where  he  was  ordained  deacon  by  Bishop  Andrew 
and  received  into  full  connection),  he  was  appointed  to  Union  Hill  Station,  Rich- 
mond. At  the  close  of  1848  he  was  compelled  to  ask  for  rest,  and  the  Conference 
granted  him  leave  to  travel  a year  for  the  improvement  of  his  health.  He 
did  not  cease  from  preaching,  but  relief  from  pastoral  responsibilities  and  labors, 
with  aid  of  the  pure  water  and  air  of  his  native  region,  so  far  restored  his  health 
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that  lie  was  ordained  elder  by  Bishop  Andrew  at  the  Conference  of  1849,  and 
appointed  to  Culpeper  Circuit.  1 1 is  next  work  was  Orange  Circuit;  from  that 
to  Warronton,  from  Warrenton  to  Fanqnier,  from  Fauquier  to  Brunswick,  from 
Brunswick  to  King  and  Queen,  from  King  and  Queen  to  Orange,  from  Orange 
to  Louisa,  from  Louisa  to  Fauquier  and  from  Fauquier  to  Westmoreland.  In 
the  latter  part  of  1801,  while  in  charge  of  Westmoreland  Circuit,  he  was  pros- 
trated by  malarial  disease,  which  disqualified  him  for  regular  pastoral  work 
for  nearly  nine  years.  During  this  long  period  of  physical  disability,  and  some- 
times of  extreme  suffering,  he  sustained  the  relation  of  supernumerary,  and  re- 
sided at  the  old  homestead  in  Culpeper  county,  surrounded  by  kind  and  sym- 
pathizing relatives  and  friends.  In  the  midst  of  camps  and  battles,  he  saw  and 
felt  the  war  in  all  its  horrors  from  March,  1862,  till  May,  1864.  He  could 
not  take  the  oath  required  by  the  Federal  authorities  without  the  sacrifice  of 
principle,  and  so  lie  suffered  the  loss  of  all  personal  property,  and  was  fre- 
quently subjected  to  brutal  treatment  and  almost  reduced  to  starvation.  But 
through  mercy  he  was  enabled  to  maintain  bis  integrity,  and  wonderful  deliv- 
erance was  wrought  out  for  him  by  an  overruling  Brovidence.  After  all  of 
our  churches  were  destroyed,  as  he  was  able  and  opportunity  offered,  be  preached 
in  bis  own  house  to  the  neighbors,  and  occasionally  in  private  houses  in  other 
neighborhoods.  During  the  years  immediately  following  the  war  he  was  sub- 
ject to  sudden  and  severe  attacks  of  neuralgic  rheumatism,  and  did  not  report 
for  regular  work  until  1871,  when  he  was  assigned  to  Rappahannock  Circuit; 
from  there  to  Culpeper,  then  to  Caroline,  then  to  Culpeper,  then  to  Kelson,  then 
to  ILeathsville,  then  to  Henrico,  then  to  Greene.  At  the  close  of  the  second 
year  he  was  prostrated  by  overwork  on  this  circuit  of  nine  appointments.  He 
was  superannuated  for  two  years,  against  bis  will,  and  then  placed  upon  the  ef- 
fective list  and  sent  to  King  George;  then  to  Culpeper  Circuit.  At  the  Con- 
ference of  1890  he  was  granted  a superannuated  relation. 

Of  the  large  class  of  1845,  he  alone  remains,  but  in  joyful  hope  of  seeing 
the  King  in  His  beauty.  He  resides  in  Culpeper  county,  Va. 

He  was  married  dune  21,  1848,  to  Miss  Eliza  Tackett,  of  Stafford  county, 
Va.,  who  has  shared  with  him  the  toils  and  sacrifices  of  an  itinerant  life. 


REV.  WILLIAM  F.  BATH. 

He  is  the  third  son  of  Rev.  George  A.  and  Frances  M.  Bain,  and  was  born  in 
Williamsburg,  Va.,  July  20,  1831.  His  father  being  a member  of  the  Virginia 
Conference,  his  son  spent  bis  boyhood,  up  to  bis  fifteenth  year,  in  the  home 
of  an  itinerant.  Then  the  family  was  located  in  the  city  of  Petersburg,  Va. 
Young  Bain  was  converted  April  8,  1847,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  G.  W. 
Langhorne,  and  joined  the  Church  on  the  11th  as  a probationer,  and  after  six 
months’  trial  was  received  in  full  connection;  made  class-leader  by  Rev.  N. 
Head  in  1850;  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Washington 
Street  Station,  and  recommended  to  the  Virginia  Conference  in  October,  1851, 
Rev.  II.  B.  Cowles,  Presiding  Elder,  lie  was  received  at  the  Conference 
holding  its  session  in  Alexandria.  He  lias  traveled  the  following  circuits: 
1852,  Gloucester  as  junior,  with  Rev.  L.  S.  Reed;  1853,  Murfreesboro,  FT.  C., 
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with  Rev.  J.  I).  Lumsden ; ordained  deacon  in  Lynchburg  by  Bishop  Paine; 
1854,  contrary  to  his  expressed  wishes,  was  sent  in  charge  of  Fauquier;  1855, 
Manassas;  ordained  elder  in  Petersburg  by  Bishop  Janies  O.  Andrew;  1850, 
Lunenburg;  D57,  Staunton  Circuit;  1858,  Mathews;  1851),  Amelia;  ISOO-’Ol, 
Springiield  ; 180^-’03-'G4-’05,  Campbell;  lS77-’7S-’79-’80,  Bedford;  four  years 
in  charge  of  Dorchester  Circuit,  Maryland;  two  years  on  Madison  Circuit; 
Louisa  Circuit,  four  years;  Gordonsville,  four  years.  At  the  Conference  of 
181)4  he  was  granted  a superannuated  relation.  His  home  is  in  Gordons- 
ville, Ya. 

When  he  joined  the  Conference  he  made  two  vows  unto  the  Lord:  First, 
that  he  would  not  marry  until  he  had  traveled  four  years;  second,  he  would 
never  locate  until  God  located  him  in  the  grave.  The  first  he  kept;  the  second 
he  is  keeping,  and  hopes  to  keep  unto  the  end. 

If  a concensus  of  opinion  were  made  in  the  Virginia  Conference  as  to  the 
men  who  would  have  stood  by  the  prisoner  of  the  Pretorium,  one  name  would 
certainly  be  on  the  list — William  Field  Bain.  II is  mind  is  made  up.  A sense 
of  duty  rules  his  actions.  In  the  pulpit  he  declares  the  whole  counsel  of  God. 
II is  sermons  are  not  the  “pleasings  of  a lute,”  tickling  the  fancy  and  pleading 
for  applause.  They  are  the  outgivings  of  a man  bent  on  acquitting  himself 
of  a high  responsibility.  There  will  he  no  blood  of  sinners  unwarned  on  his 
garments.  As  a pastor,  he  is  faithful  in  small  as  well  as  great  matters — con- 
scientious and  diligent.  Tie  shirks  no  duty,  however  irksome;  he  neglects  no 
means  to  bring  success  to  the  glorious  cause.  This  clear-headed,  large-hearted, 
linn  and  indefatigable  minister  brings  a blessing  wherever  he  labors. 


REV.  PAUL  WHITEHEAD,  D.  D. 

There  has  been  recently  written  a volume  on  the  old  county  clerks  of  Vir- 
ginia. A unique  race  were  these  ancient  civil  scribes.  They  were  authority  in 
law,  in  precedents  and  in  well-bred  behavior — methodical,  accurate,  neat. 
Within  the  range  of  their  calling,  they  carried  all  the  facts  at  their  fingers’ 
ends.  They  were  men  of  superior  character  and  native  dignity.  The  bench, 
bar  and  public  gave  them  honor.  They  grew  old  in  office.  Rotation  was  a 
sacrilege  in  their  day  and  place. 

The  Virginia  Conference  holds  with  the  old  usage.  It  selects  the  right  man, 
and  retains  the  same  Recorder  for  decades.  Its  “Stated  Clerk”  has  served  from 
his  entrance  into  the  Conference,  first  as  assistant,  and  since  1800  as  Chief 
Secretary — forty  years.  He  has  never  missed  a session,  and  only  a day  or  so 
anterior  to  1800;  not  an  hour  for  well-nigh  a third  of  century. 

The  qualities  of  the  famous  old  Virginia  clerks  in  by-gone  times  enrich  the 
Conference  in  its  Secretary.  Correctness  and  scrutiny  in  recording  the  busi- 
ness of  the  body,  clarity  of  statement  and  care  in  penmanship  endow  his  Minutes 
with  an  unchallenged  superiority. 

I)r.  Whitehead  does  not  abide  by  the  ink-horn.  He  exercises  often  in  debate. 
He  is  furnished  well  for  jousting.  lie  lias  been  a student  of  Methodist  eco- 
nomies and  statutes.  His  memory  opens  like  a fan,  with  a page  of  Church  facts 
on  every  fold.  The  Discipline  is  as  familiar  as  the  calendar.  11  is  arguments 
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are  strong  from  his  position,  always  plausible;  his  style  earnest,  lucid,  aggres- 
sive— too  direct  for  rhetoric,  too  eager  for  humor.  His  intense  convictions  and 
positive  manner  lead  spectators  astray  as  to  his  native  amiability.  He  only 
seems  brusque.  There  is  in  him  nothing  of  the  stoic — a heart  without  a pulse 
of  sympathy.  There  are,  indeed,  no  geysers  of  emotion,  spasmodic  eruptions; 
vet  hidden  depths  of  sweet  waters  flow  into  the  basin  of  his  soul,  and,  distilling 
through  a thousand  little  deeds  of  kindness,  nourish  in  quiet  places  the  flowers 
and  fruits  of  friendship  and  affection.  The  gentle  graces  are  regnant  at  his 
own  fireside  and  among  his  familiars. 

lie  has  made  music  more  than  a pastime — he  has  gone  into  its  history  and 
philosophy.  He  enjoys  the  classic  opera.  Instruments  of  melody  and  the 
tuneful  voices  cause  his  home  to  become  a haunt  of  Orpheus. 

The  landscapes  of  Virginia  bear  a charm  for  this  Priest  of  the  Peaks  of 
Otter.  There  is  hardly  a view  in  the  Blue  Ridge  for  a hundred  miles  in  our 
Conference  hounds  he  has  not  made  his  own  by  visits  and  delighted  eyes,  lie 
is  fond  of  expeditions  on  foot.  Not  a few  points  of  interest  have  been  gained 
by  staff  and  clinging  to  shrubs  along  the  cliffs.  His  superb  physique  provokes 
to  dashes  in  the  wild  hills.  Besides  his  habit  of  botanizing  by  the  way,  not 
missing  flower  or  vine,  he  is  drawn  to  the  mountain  pools,  with  fly  and  rod,  by 
his  liking  for  the  sport  of  outwitting  the  shy  trout,  lie  has  told  in  print  of 
these  excursions  with  engaging  words,  and  brought  the  scenery  vividly  before 
the  eyes  of  his  readers. 

The  Conference  trusts  much  to  the  soundness  of  his  “opinions”  on  legal 
questions.  The  body  steers  ahead  with  confidence  after  he  has  thrown  the 
lead  and  buoyed  the  channel.  He  has  the  qualities  of  a leader.  He  attaches 
his  friends  with  hooks  of  steel. 

In  the  pulpit  Mr.  Whitehead  speaks  with  precision  and  composure  what  he 
has  taken  pains  to  look  well  into.  The  sermon  is  the  “beaten  oil  of  the  sanc- 
tuary'’ poured  out  in  a steady  stream.  ITe  uses  no  notes  or  manuscripts — speak- 
ing extempore.  The  language  is  choice  English;  the  sentences  are  firm  and 
strong  as  the  steel  rails  that  bear  the  cargo  of  great  trains,  lie  expounds  the 
Scriptures  and  “causes  men  to  understand.”  Each  discourse  could  go  without 
revision  to  the  press — a rare  perfection. 

Rev.  Paul  Whitehead  was  born  September  13,  1830,  in  Nelson  county,  Va., 
near  Lovingston,  the  county  seat.  lie  and  a twin  brother  were  the  youngest 
children  of  .John  and  Anna  Whitehead.  The  stock  is  English  and  Welsh,  with 
a strong  infusion  (from  the  mother’s  side)  of  Irish.  -John  Whitehead  and  his 
wife  became  (Methodists  in  1825,  under  the  ministry  of  Dr.  W.  A.  Smith,  then 
in  his  first  year,  and  their  house  became,  from  that  time,  a home  of  Methodist 
preachers.  From  childhood  their  younger  children  knew  the  great  men  of  Vir- 
ginia (Methodism — Early,  Boyd  (who  baptized  Paul),  Smith,  Cowles,  Skidmore, 
etc. 

The  education  of  the  younger  children  was  obtained  chiefly  at  an  academy 
in  New  Glasgow,  Amherst  county.  There,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  had  a good  preparation  for  college,  including  instruction  in  the 
languages.  But  financial  pressure  suspended  indefinitely  John  Whitehead’s 
hopes  and  plans  for  the  further  education  of  his  twin  children;  what  was  ob- 
tained afterwards  was  the  result  of  self-application,  under  the  stimulus  of  an 
active  and  thoughtful  father.  From  the  first  the  twin  boys  were  omnivorous 
readers. 
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Their  mother  was  a woman  of  rare  piety  and  remarkable  judgment.  To  her 
they  owe  what  no  man  can  ever  repay  and  few  appreciate.  Her  training  was 
strict  and  loving,  skillfully  adapted  to  the  well-stndied  character  of  her  children. 

On  September  25,  1S4D,  Paul  and  his  brother  Silas  were  converted  in  Lynch- 
burg, under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  George  W.  Larighorne.  They  joined  the 
Church  promptly,  and  began  their  religions  life  in  the  Methodist  nursery,  the 
class-meeting.  Somehow,  the  older  friends  of  Paul  discovered  what  they  be- 
lieved to  be  a designation  of  him  for  the  ministry.  Predictions  to  that  effect 
and  conversations  did  not  affect  his  own  mind.  Tie  had  from  the  first  laid 
himself  on  the  altar  for  any  service  God  might  call  him  to,  and  was  never  con- 
scious of  a struggle  against  such  a calling,  though,  as  yet,  lie  felt  no  leaning  that 
way.  Pour  years  he  spent  in  a clerk’s  office  in  Lynchburg  and  Norfolk,  with 
a view  to  being  a lawyer,  reading  and  gaining  invaluable  information  for  such 
a calling.  Brought  into  contact  with  many  men  of  ability  at  the  bar  and  on 
the  bench,  he  has  always  regarded  this  as  a season  of  unconscious  schooling  in 
important  respects  for  subsequent  life.  In  the  end  he  obtained  a license,  but 
never  practiced  law.  This  was  after  taking  part  in  a memorable  meeting  in 
May,  1 S5I5,  at  Amherst  Courthouse,  where  he  felt  solemnly  called  to  the  min- 
istry to  testify  to  the  grace  of  God.  Declining  a proffered  law  partnership, 
after  a short  resting  season,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  in  August,  1853;  began 
to  preach  in  Lynchburg  in  tbe  church  in  which  he  was  converted  and  in  the 
presence  of  his  parents,  and,  after  “exercising  his  gifts”  in  the  country  around, 
was  admitted  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference,  October,  1853. 

The  “class,”  of  which  he  was  part,  lias  been  a remarkable  one,  furnishing 
such  men  as -“Charlie”  Hall,  of  blessed  memory;  William  E.  Judkins,  A.  G. 
Brown,  G.  II.  Bay,  T.  L.  Williams,  etc.  After  one  year  on  a circuit  as  “junior,” 
he  was  stationed  in  Charlottesville,  where  he  came  in  contact  with  the  Univer- 
sity Faculty,  and  especially  came  to  know  that  godly  and  noble  man,  Gessner 
Harrison,  and  his  son-in-law,  Professor  Smith,  and  their  excellent  families. 
Here  also  lie  formed  two  of  the  strongest,  and  to  him  most  profitable,  clerical 
friendships  of  his  life  with  John  A.  Broadus  and  J.  Henry  Smith. 

The  next  year  was  spent  in  Lexington — memorable  for  renewing  a brief  ac- 
quaintance, and  greatly  deepening  it,  with  “Stonewall”  Jackson,  with  whom 
he  took  long  walks  and  had  interesting  conversations  as  they  rambled  over  the 
hills  and  along  the  river  cliffs.  This  was  a year  of  mingled  sorrow  and  joy; 
in  it  he  buried  in  six  months  (December,  April  and  June)  mother,  father  and 
twin  brother.  At  its  close — December  8,  1857 — he  was  married  to  Miss  Vir- 
gilia  M.  Timberlake,  daughter  of  J.  IT.  Tirnberlake,  Esq.,  of  Albemarle  county. 
Of  this  marriage  there  have  been  born  a son  and  two  daughters.  One  daughter, 
a lovely  girl,  just  blooming  into  womanhood,  was  smitten  of  a lung  disease,  and 
sank  slowly  into  death  amid -overflowing  sorrow,  herself  serene  in  faith  and  lis- 
tening for  the  welcome  call  with  a radiant  smile.  The  son  (named  for  the  twin 
brother,  Silas,)  endowed  with  aptness  for  large  business  affairs,  fell  also  vic- 
tim to  the  same  fatal  malady,  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  in  prime  of  life. 

Mr.  Whitehead  continued  in  the  regular  work  till  December,  180(1;  Bishop 
Pierce  had  selected  him  for  the  Farmville  (then  called  “Randolph-Macon”)  Dis- 
trict. But  he  was  destined  not  to  be  “read  out.”  On  the  last  night  of  the  Con- 
ference, after  the  Bishop  had  gone  to  North  Carolina — leaving  his  com  file  ted 
list  in  the  hands  of  Bishop  Doggett  to  be  read — tidings  suddenly  came  that 
Rev.  J.  1).  Coulling  had  fallen  at  his  post  as  President  of  Wesleyan  Female 
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College,  at  .Murfreesboro,  X.  C.  A meeting  of  the  trustees  present  at  Confer- 
ence was  called  at  once,  and  Mr.  Whitehead  was  elected  as  the  successor  of  Mr. 
Coulling.  The  office  came  without  solicitation  or  canvassing  on  his  part,  lie  re- 
mained at M urfreesborotill  -1  une,  1 873.  The  College  was  then  sold  to  satisfy claims 
for  debts  contracted  in  the  original  building, against  which  the  trustees  had  strug- 
gled in  vain  for  seven  or  eight  years.  It  passed  into  the  hands  of  a stock-hold- 
ing company,  composed  chiefly  of  its  old  friends  at  Murfreesboro  and  in  that 
district,  and  after  a further  career  of  four  years  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
August,  1877.  In  September,  1873,  Mr.  Whitehead,  with  the  Faculty  and  offi- 
cers who  had  been  with  him  in  his  last  years  at  Murfreesboro,  opened  the  Fann- 
vi lie  College  for  Young  Ladies  at  Farmville,  Prince  Edward  county,  Va.  Un- 
fettered by  a pastoral  tie,  Mr.  Whitehead  was  able  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  many 
of  the  feebler  churches  and  be  a supply  for  emergencies;  while  in  visiting  Dis- 
trict Conferences,  in  school  vacations,  he  has  filled  pulpits  from  Norfolk  to 
Liberty  and  from  Patrick  county  to  Rappahannock,  lie  was  appointed  Pre- 
siding Elder  of  the  Petersburg  District  in  1881,  and  has  continued  in  that  de- 
partment of  the  itinerancy  ever  since,  serving  the  Petersburg  District  one  year; 
Richmond,  two  terms;  West  Richmond,  one  quadrennial;  Lynchburg,  a full 
term,  and  has  now  spent  two  years  on  it. 

He  has  been  chosen  a delegate  to  the  General  Conferences  of  1806,  1870, 
1878,  1SSG,  1890,  1 894,  1898.  He  is  a Trustee  of  Randolph-Macon  College, 
and  in  1876  was  commissioned  by  the  Governor  a Visitor  to  the  University  of 
Virginia.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  by  Randolph- 
Macon  College  in  1875.  lie  is  author  of  “Recreations  of  a Presiding  Elder” 
and  numerous  articles  in  periodicals. 

Dr.  Whitehead  is  a best  specimen  of  robust  health.  He  leads  an  active  and 
out-door  life.  His  body  seems  a perfect  machine.  lie  can  compass  mile  after 
mile  on  foot  and  at  a swift  pace.  Life,  with  his  admirable  anatomy,  seems  a 
buoyant  joy. 


REV.  JOSEPH  E.  POTTS,  A.  B. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  of  English  and  German  descent;  in  height,  about 
five  feet  seven  inches;  in  weight,  ranging  between  one  hundred  and  sixty  and 
one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds.  His  head  is  large,  and  slightly  bald;  his  hair, 
once  of  a pale,  yellowish  hue,  is  now  white;  his  whiskers,  a few  years  ago  a light 
auburn,  are  now  like  the  snow;  his  complexion,  fair,  with  a red  glow  upon 
his  cheeks;  his  forehead,  high  and  massive;  his  eyes,  a light  blue,  yet  bright  and 
piercing;  his  face,  full  and  regular;  his  shoulders,  broad  and  round;  his  chest, 
large  and  well  developed.  In  a crowd  he  is  quiet,  and  no  one  would  know  that 
be  was  present,  unless  seeing  him  ; in  the  social  circle,  he  is  communicative, 
pleasant  and  agreeable,  yet  always  dignified.  When  not  engaged  in  conver- 
sation, his  countenance  presents  the  appearance  of  a man  absorbed  in  thought, 
and  determined  to  execute  his  purpose;  but  when  conversing,  his  countenance 
is  smiling  and  his  manner  is  animated.  II  is  disposition  is  kind,  generous  and 
very  tender  towards  his  friends;  and,  though  he  is  quick  to  perceive  any  re- 
flection cast  upon  him  by  an  opposcr,  lie  lias  great  power  of  self-control.  He 
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is  emphatically  a student,  spending  all  his  spare  moments  in  close  application 
to  his  hooks.  W hile  he  is  familiar  with  the  host  critical,  classical  and  the- 
ological works  of  the  day.  nevertheless  he  is  so  modest  that  no  one,  only  par- 
tially acquainted  with  him,  would  know  it;  but  let  one  oppose  him  in  doctrine, 
and  the  opponent  would  he  amazed  at  his  critical,  classical  and  theological 
knowledge.  In  the  pulpit  his  voice  is  round,  smooth  and  pleasant;  his  gestures 
regular,  appropriate  and  well-timed:  his  sermons  practical,  scriptural  and 
thoroughly  studied;  his  manner  engaging,  persuasive  and  earnest,  carrying  with 
it  the  conviction  to  every  hearer  that  he  believes  what  he  says.  Ills  friends 
are  numerous,  and  persons  are  drawn  to  him  wheresoever  he  goes. 


REV.  GEORGE  HENRY  RAY,  D.  D. 

The  pulpit  work  of  Mr.  Ray  is  instructive  and  engaging.  His  discourses 
have  marks  of  judicious  study,  familiarity  with  literature  and  the  best  writers 
on  the  Scriptures.  His  sermons  are  polished  shafts;  they  dart  as  sped  by  the 
arm  of  “the  godlike  Pandarus,  Lycaon’s  son.,; 

As  a preacher,  he  is  clear,  earnest,  zealous  and  faithful.  He  loves  to  preach. 
His  heart  is  in  his  work.  He  preaches  to  save  souls.  He  is  tireless  in  labors 
and  endowed  with  rare  gifts  in  the  conduct  of  affairs,  and  with  many  engaging 
qualities.  The  Church  has  always  prospered  under  his  ministry. 

Mr.  Ray  has  blue  eyes,  black  hair  and  fair  complexion;  is  live  feet  ten  inches 
in  height,  well  proportioned,  and  weighs  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds.  He 
was  born  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  near  Washington,  on  October  21,  1832, 
and  is  the  son  of  Enos  and  Elizabeth  Ray.  His  ancestors  settled  in  what  is 
now  Anne  Arundel  county,  Maryland,  in  the  first  Protestant  settlement  under 
Lord  Baltimore,  and  were  members  of  the  Church  of  England.  1 1 is  early  edu- 
cation was  had  at  Columbian  College,  near  Washington  City.  11  is  friends 
designed  for  him  the  legal  profession,  and,  at  the  time  of  his  conversion,  he  was 
studying  law  under  Judge  Bradley,  of  Washington  City. 

In  November,  1849,  under  a sermon  preached  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Duncan,  D.  D., 
from  the  text,  “Who  is  willing  to  consecrate  his  service  this  day  unto  the  Tmrd  ?” 
he  was  awakened  and  converted,  and  shortly  afterwards  he  joined  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  Emory  chapel,  where  his  father  was  a leading 
member  and  steward  for  a number  of  years. 

In  1 SAG  he  followed  the  movings  of  the  Spirit  of  God  and  gave  himself  to 
(lie  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  and  began  to  preach  under  the  Presiding  Elder  in 
June  of  that  year,  and  was  received  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference  at 
Lynchburg  the  ensuing  November,  when  he  was  sent  as  helper  to  Springfield 
and  South  Branch  Circuit.  He  was  subsequently  appointed  to  Fauquier  Cir- 
cuit: to  Clay  Street,  Richmond;  to  Fredericksburg,  to  Winchester  and  to  Har- 
risonburg— in  all  of  which  places  his  labors  were  greatly  blessed.  In  the  fall 
of  IS 00  he  was  appointed  Chaplain  to  Randolph-Macon  College.  At  the  en- 
suing Conference,  November,  1SG1,  he  was  appointed  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  Washington  City;  but,  for  political  reasons,  he  de- 
clined to  go,  and  became  Chaplain  in  the  Confederate  service.  He  was  subse- 
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quently  sent  to  Louisa  Circuit,  and  from  there  to  Union  Station,  Richmond. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  war  he  was  engaged  as  agent  for  the  Richmond 
Christian  Advocate , then  the  Conference  property,  and  raised  a large  amount 
of  money  to  relieve  the  Advocate  of  its  debts  and  to  send  religious  literature  to 
the  Confederate  soldiers.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  having  no  pastoral  charge, 
he  settled  on  a plantation  in  Nottoway  county,  owned  by  his  wife,  where  he 
supplied  destitute  portions  of  our  work  in  that  county,  in  Prince  .Edward  and 
in  Lunenburg.  Here  he  remained  eleven  years,  and  the  mission  held  he  then 
developed  is  now  largely  self-supporting,  and  is  supplied  by  two  or  three  of  our 
most  active  men.  In  1875  he  was  again  sent  to  Richmond,  and  stationed  at 
Alain  Street,  now  Park  Place.  lie  spent  two  years  on  the  Prospect  Circuit. 
In  lsTS  he  was  appointed  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Eastern  Shore  District,  which 
he  served  for  four  years.  From  this  appointment  he  was  sent  to  the  Petersburg 
District,  where  he  again  served  his  full  time  of  four  years.  In  1886  he  was 
sent  to  Randolph-AI  aeon  District.  At  the  close  of  his  term  on  the  Randolph- 
AI aeon  District  Air.  Ray  was  sent  to  Union  Station,  Richmond,  a church  he  had 
served  in  1 S63-’6-L 

Perhaps  this  was  the  most  effective  and  useful  pastoral  term  of  his  life.  A 
revival  began  early  in  January,  1S92,  following  his  appointment,  and  continued 
through  the  whole  four  years  of  his  ministry,  and  for  two  years,  following  in 
the  pastorate  of  Rev.  George  C.  Yanderslice,  D.  D.,  till  the  death  of  the  latter. 
There  were  1,000  professions  of  religion  during  this  four  years’  term  of  his 
pastorate,  and  as  many  as  500  joined  his  Church.  The  second  Sabbath  in 
AI arch,  1892,  was  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  day  in  his  ministry.  There 
were  150  professions  on  that  day.  This  revival  resulted  in  the  erection  of  the 
present  church  edifice  of  Gothic  architecture  and  brownstone  trimming,  cost- 
ing more  than  $30,000,  and  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  structures  in  Richmond. 

In  1893  the  Washington  and  Lee  University  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity — an  honor  he  has  worn  with  some  grace. 

This  was  Air.  Ray’s  fifth  pastorate  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  where  he  has 
always  been  held  in  high  esteem.  lie  was  sent  from  this  charge  to  Berkley, 
Ya.,  and  the  next  year  to  Centenary,  Lynchburg.  It  was  during  the  latter  pas- 
torate he  was  appointed  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Lodge-  of  Alasons  of  Virginia, 
to  succeed  the  venerable  Dr.  George  AV.  Dame,  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  lie 
was  sent  from  Lynchburg  to  Central,  Portsmouth,  in  November,  1896.  Of 
his  work  in  this  pastorate  Rev.  B.  II.  Owens,  the  Church  historian,  says : “Dr. 
Ray  was  a fluent  speaker  and  of  more  than  ordinary  literary  culture.  His 
sermons  were  interesting  and  instructive  and  delivered  with  an  earnestness  and 
pathos  that  impressed.  He  was  a systematic  and  indefatigable  worker  in  all 
the  departments  of  the  Church.  * * * Lie  was  abundant  in  labors,  not  only  in 
his  Church,  but  in  the  community  generally.  He  preached  the  Gospel  on  week 
days  wherever  there  was  an  open  door,  and  by  his  genial  and  courteous  bearing 
made  many  friends.”  In  1899  he  was  sent  to  Cabell  Street,  Danville,  Ya. 
At  the  close  of  this  year,  because  of  increasing  avoirdupois  and  the  wear  and 
tear  from  walking  on  pavements,  he  asked  to  be  sent  to  the  country  work,  and 
Bishop  Wilson  acceded  to  this  request,  and  appointed  him  to  his  present,  charge 
at  Eranktown,  Ya.,  where  he  continues  to  serve  with  highest  appreciation  a cul- 
tivated people,  who  paid  up  his  salary  a month  in  advance  of  the  session  of  the 
Yi rginia  Conference. 

Dr.  Ray  is  now  closing  his  forty-eighth  year  in  the  ministry,  and  has  had 
uninterrupted  good  health  through  this  long  period,  and  is  still  a robust  and 
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active  man.  Thousands  of  persons  have  been  converted  through  his  instrumen- 
tality. Dr.  Ray  published  a strong'  and  trenchant  sermon  on  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  John  Wesley,  and  is  preparing  reminiscences  of 
five  decades  in  the  Methodist  ministry. 

lie  is  one  of  our  most  popular  laborers  and  successful  Presiding  Elders.  He 
has  frequently  served  on  the  Examination  and  other  Conference  Committees, 
and  was  for  years  prominent  in  the  Sunday-school  work. 

In  1862  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  W.  Scott,  daughter  of  E.  C.  Scott 
and  niece  of  Judge  E.  R.  Chambers,  of  Virginia.  They  have  reared  four  in- 
teresting children. 


REV.  WILLIAM  E.  JUDKINS,  D.  D. 

The  high  and  broad  brow  of  Mr.  Judkins  certifies  him  to  every  intelligent  eye 
as  a person  endowed  with  unusual  frontal  brain  force.  II  is  head  shows,  by  its 
excess  in  the  cavity  for  the  cerebrum,  the  large  predominance  of  the  thinking 
(dement.  There  is  ample  space  for  the  superior  machinery  of  the  mind.  The 
benevolent  face  tells  us  that  the  strong  powers  back  of  it  have  not  been  used  for 
selfishness  and  harm.  The  gray  matter  in  the  bony  caisson  has  not  been  allowed 
to  develop  into  an  instrument  of  evil,  like  the  saw-prong  of  the  swordfish.  It 
is  rather  a loom,  weaving  the  fleeces  of  divine  doctrines  with  the  fine  shuttle  of 
the  Gobelin  tapestries  into  thoughts  that  adorn  life  while  they  keep  warm  the 
heart  of  humanity. 

lie  has  borne  always  the  “white  flower  of  a spotless  life.”  The  behavior  be- 
coming his  calling  and  befitting  the  elevated  sphere  of  a Christian  gentleman 
seems  to  come  to  him  by  instinct.  A coarse  word  or  an  inferior  act  has  never 
discolored  even  with  microscopic  stain  his  polished  and  radiant  career  as  a cour- 
teous and  elegant  person,  on  the  street,  in  the  drawing-room  or  in  the  pulpit. 
And  yet  no  one  is  more  genial  or  so  far  from  the  stiffness  and  elaborate  manner- 
ism of  a Turveydrop.  Ilis  presence  carries  sunshine.  He  stands  as  far  from  the 
sour  and  frozen  age  of  puritanism  as  from  the  modern  rowdyism  in  righteous- 
ness. 

To  the  endowments  of  a well-balanced  mind,  a voice  of  compass  and  smooth- 
ness, high  aims  and  the  bearing  of  a gentleman,  Mr.  Judkins  has  added  the 
equipments  of  a memory  stored  carefully  with  the  literature  of  his  calling.  Ilis 
sermons  are  the  “well-beaten  oil  of  the  sanctuary.”  They  cost  him  thought. 
They  flow  in  rythmic  sentences.  The  ease  and  grace  of  delivery  even  tempt  to 
excess.  Where  others  labor,  he  glides  as  the  steel  sandal  over  the  glassy  ice,  with 
hardly  the  urging  of  a muscle.  The  qualities  that  unite  in  him  have  brought 
devoted  friends,  pleased  hearers  and  increase  of  spirituality  and  members. 

Ilis  ministry  has  been  blessed  with  revivals  of  a greater  or  less  extent  on 
every  charge  he  has  served — notably,  in  Charlottesville  and  Farmville;  Cente- 
nary and  Court-Street  churches,  Lynchburg;  at  Monumental,  Portsmouth,  and 
Trinity  and  Centenary,  Richmond,  large  accessions  were  made  to  the  member- 
ship under  his  ministry. 

lie  was  the  only  son  of  Jarratt  W.  and  Content  Judkins,  and  was  born  in 
Southampton  county,  Virginia,  April  10,  1820.  Ilis  father  died  when  he  was 
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about  three  years  old,  leaving  him  and  four  sisters  to  the  care  of  his  widowed 
mother.  As  he  grew  old  enough  he  was  placed  at  school  a few  miles  from  home; 
hut  the  educational  advantages  of  the  neighborhood  being  meager,  his  mother 
determined  to  live  where  better  schools  could  he  had  for  her  children.  Accord- 
ingly, in  January,  1841,  she  moved  to  Suffolk,  Virginia.  Here  he  was  placed 
at  school,  in  the  Academy,  under  good  teachers,  and  continued  there  for  about 
four  years.  While  yet  a student  hoy,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age,  in  Feb- 
ruary,  1843,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  William  W.  Kennedy,  he  was  happily 
converted  to  God,  and  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  IIow  far  the 
prayers  and  constant  teachings  of  a devotedly-pious  mother  contributed  to  this 
result,  eternity  will  alone  reveal. 

When  about  twenty  years  old  he  began  to  be  exercised  upon  the  subject  of  the 
ministry.  A struggle  ensued,  marked  bv  many  tears  and  prayers,  with  an  ever- 
deepening  conviction  that  the  ministry  was  to  be  his  life-work.  For  about  a year 
he  concealed  these  convictions.  At  length  he  felt  constrained  to  reveal  them — 
iirst  to  his  mother  and  then  to  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  William  J.  Norfleet.  A 
mother’s  blessing  was  promptly  given,  she  bidding  him  not  to  pause  on  her  ac- 
count if  God  had  called.  Ilis  pastor  and  other  judicious  friends  encouraged  and 
confirmed  him  in  his  final  decision  to  yield  to  his  convictions  of  duty. 

In  August,  1851,  while  actively  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  he  was 
granted  exhorter’s  license.  In  August,  1852,  he  entered  Randolph-Macon  Col- 
lege as  a student,  and  on  the  22d  of  the  following  November,  at  a Quarterly  Con- 
ference held  for  Randolph-Macon  Station  by  the  Rev.  James  A.  Riddick,  Pre- 
siding Elder,  he  was  licensed  as  a local  preacher.  At  the  same  time  Revs. 
Charles  11.  Hall,  Joseph  If.  Riddick,  Marcus  C.  Thomas  and  Peter  A.  Moses 
were  licensed  as  local  preachers. 

Yielding  to  what  seemed  to  him  the  constraining  providence  of  God,  he  left 
college  sooner  than  he  desired,  and  was  received  into  the  Virginia  Conference, 
Bishop  Paine  presiding,  at  its  session  in  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  in  October,  1853. 
He  was  received,  however,  with  the  understanding  that  he  was  to  remain  at  col- 
lege until  the  end  of  that  year.  His  first  appointment  was  to  Fairfax  Circuit, 
on  the  Washington  District,  Rev.  George  W.  Carter,  Presiding  Elder.  lie 
began  his  labors  there  in  January,  1854,  and  was  returned  to  the  circuit  in  1855. 
The  membership  of  the  Church  on  this  circuit  was  doubled  in  those  two  years. 

On  November  15,  1S55,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Gray  Ball,  daughter 
of  William  Waring  and  D.  II.  Ball,  of  Fairfax  county,  Virginia. 

The  Conference  met  that  fall  in  Petersburg,  Virginia,  and  lasted  twenty-one 
days.  On  the  first  Sabbath  in  December  he  was  ordainfed  a deacon  by  Bishop 
James  O.  Andrew.  From  this  Conference  he  was  sent  to  Warrenton  Circuit, 
on  the  Washington  District,  where  he  labored  during  the  years  1856  and  1857, 
with  Rev.  James  Compton,  a local  preacher,  as  his  assistant.  In  November, 
1S57,  he  was  received  into  full  membership  and  ordained  to  elder’s  orders  by 
Bishop  George  F.  Pierce,  at  the  Conference  held  in  Elizabeth  City,  North  Caro- 
lina. From  this  Conference  he  was  sent  to  Charles  City  Circuit,  on  the  Rich- 
mond District,  Rev.  D.  S.  Doggett,  D.  D.,  Presiding  Elder,  where  he  labored 
during  1858.  This  proved  a year  of  deep  affliction  to  him.  In  June  he  was 
seized  with  a violent  illness,  lasting  several  weeks,  and  before  fully  recovering, 
his  lovely  Christian  wife  was  stricken  down,  and  on  the  3d  of  August  ascended 
to  her  heavenly  home.  She  left  a son,  who  still  lives. 

In  1859-’00  he  was  stationed  at  Charlottesville,  Virginia.  While  here  a 


. 


26 


SKETCHES  AND  PORTRAITS  OF  THE  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. 


large  revival  blessed  bis  labors,  and  a new  clmreb  was  built,  though  not  i ully 
completed.  From  Charlottesville  be  was  sent  to  High-Street  Station,  Peters- 
burg,- Virginia,  where  he  labored  during  the  years  lSGl-’62.  On  December 
16,  1862,  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Esther  L.  McKenzie,  of  Alexandria,  Virginia, 
daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  F.  McKenzie.  In  1863-’6f-’65  he  was  stationed 
in  Earmville,  Virginia.  Soon  after  his  pastorate  in  Farmville  began  he  was 
requested  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Farmville  Female  College  to  take  a place  in  its 
Faculty.  He  accepted  the  position,  and  taught  in  that  institution  for  about  two 
years,  in  connection  with  bis  pastoral  work.  From  Farmville  he  was  sent  to 
Centenary  church,  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  where  he  was  stationed  during  the 
years  1866-’67-’6S.  In  1869-’70  lie  was  stationed  at  Market-Street,  Petersburg, 
Virginia,  and,  in  addition  to  his  pastoral  work,  taught  for  one  year  in  the 
Petersburg  Female  College.  In  1871-’ 72  be  was  stationed  at  Dinwiddie-Strect 
(now  Monumental),  Portsmouth,  Virginia.  At  the  close  of  1872  every  sta- 
tioned minister  in  the  Conference,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four,  was 
changed,  and  he  was  sent  to  Court-Street  church,  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  where  he 
labored  during  the  next  four  years — namely,  lS73-'7f-’75-’76.  During  this 
period  a union  meeting  of  Court-Street  and  Centenary  was  held,  Rev.  William 
11.  Christian  being  the  pastor  of  the  latter.  Under  the  joint  labors  of  Rev. 
Leonidas  Rosser,  1).  D.,  (who  did  most  of  the  preaching,)  and  Rev.  J.  D.  Black- 
well,  Presiding  Elder,  with  the  two  pastors,  a remarkable  revival  took  place, 
resulting  in  over  three  hundred  conversions. 

From  Court-Street  he  was  sent  to  Trinity  church,  Richmond,  Virginia,  and 
was  there  during  the  years  1877-’78-’79-’80.  Thence  to  Monumental  church, 
Portsmouth,  Virginia,  his  old  charge,  where  he  spent  the  years  1881-’82-’S3. 
From  this  charge  he  was  appointed  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Korfolk  District, 
which  he  served  four  years — viz.,  18S4-’S5-’86-’S7.  During  this  period  four 
new  pastoral  charges — three  stations  and  one  circuit — were  added  to  the  district 

At  the  close  of  bis  fourth  year  on  the  Korfolk  District  lie  was  stationed  at 
Centenary  church,  Richmond,  where  he  labored  four  years — lSSS-’89-’90-’91. 
I bis  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  pastorates  of  his  ministry,  over  two 
hundred  members  having  been  added  to  the  church  and  a parsonage  costing 
about  $8,000  was  purchased  by  the  church.  During  this  pastorate  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Randolph-Macon  College. 

Soon  after  bis  return  to  Richmond  and  entrance  upon  bis  labors  at  Centenary 
church  the  health  of  bis  wife  failed.  Her  disease  baffled  the  best  medical  skill, 
and  on  January  10,  18S9,  she  died  in  peace.  Of  her  it  may  be  truly  said,  she 
glorified  Christ  by  her  life,  and  was  glorified  by  him  at  her  death.  Rarely  lias 
any  minister  been  blessed  with  a wife  who  was  more  helpful  to  him  in  his 
work  than  she  was  to  her  husband.  Wherever  known  she  was  truly  loved.  Such 
was  the  refinement,  gentleness,  prudence,  intelligence,  purity  and  deep,  unob- 
trusive piety  marking  her,  such  her  zeal  and  devotion,  such  her  sympathy  and 
unselfishness,  that  she  drew  to  her  and  held  the  admiration  and  love  of  a host 
of  friends.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  children — three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Of  these,  her ’daughters  and  one  son  survive  her. 

From  Centenary  he  was  sent  to  Laurel-Street  church,  Richmond,  where  lie 
labored  two  years — 1892-’93.  During  this  pastorate  about  one  hundred  mem- 
bers were  added  to  tin1  church.  In  1891  he  was  stationed  at  Charlottesville, 
where  over  one  hundred  members  were  added  to  the  church,  and  from  there  he 
was  sent  in  1895  to  Calvary  church,  Danville,  Virginia,  and  from  there  he  was 
stationed  in  Ashland,  Virginia,  during  1896-’97. 
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In  -I  line,  1807,  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Bettie  VL  Hodges,  of  Norfolk,  Vir- 
ginia, and  stationed  in  ISOS  at  Lekies  Memorial  church,  Norfolk,  Virginia. 
Ar  the  close  of  that  year  he  was  appointed  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Eastern  shore 
District  (ISO!)),  and  re-appointed  Presiding  Elder  in  1000,  the  district  being 
enlarged  at  the  Conference  of  1800  by  the  addition  of  six  of  the  Norfolk 
churches  and  the  name  changed  to  the  “Norfolk  and  Eastern  Shore  District.” 
At  the  session  of  1000  the  district  was  rearranged  to  a certain  extent  and  took 
the  title  of  Norfolk  District.  Dr.  Judkins  was  continued  as  its  Lieutenant- 
Bishop. 


REV.  JOHN  P.  WOODWARD. 

Many  of  the  gentle  graces  of  the  Gospel  have  united  in  this  minister.  He 
has  the  gift  to  persuade  men  to  a better  life.  It  would  be  hard  to  find  a cause 
for  offense  in  his  pulpit  ministrations  or  in  his  social  life.  There  are  no  abrading 
angles,  no  nettles,  no  thorns  in  his  character.  Indifferent  health  lias  not  dis- 
tilled a drop  of  verjuice  in  his  nature.  He  is  the  same  gracious  and  winning 
Christian  at  all  times.  He  binds  to  him  friends  with  silken  cords.  To  these 
engaging  qualities  are  added  diligence,  study  and  aptness  to  teach,  tlis  ministry 
blesses  his  parishoners  and  his  own  heart.  The  proofs  of  his  vocation  follow 
wherever  he  labors — God  giving  testimony  by  His  grace. 

On  January  do,  1883,  in  the  old  and  historical  county  of  New  Kent,  Virginia, 
lie  was  born.  His  mother  died  when  lie  was  very  young,  and  his  remembrance 
of  her  is  as  a dream.  11  is  father  died  when  he  was  about  ten  years  old,  and 
he  was  plated  under  the  protection  and  guardianship  of  his  eldest  brother — a 
faithful,  tender  guardian  and  a deeply  pious  Christian.  The  orphan  boy  had 
the  privileges  of  school  from  his  earliest  years.  At  a camp-meeting  held  at  old 
Tabernacle  church,  in  his  native  county,  in  1846,  he  was  converted.  When 
about  fifteen  years  of  age  he  began  his  academic  course  in  Janies  City  county, 
in  1S50  he  began  at  Randolph- .Macon  College.  In  1852  his  health  forbade  fur- 
ther confinement.  In  1855,  having  recovered  his  health  in  part,  he  taught 
school  in  a private  familv  in  Orange  county. 

All*.  W oodward  tells  of  his  call  to  the  ministry  in  these  words:  “Though  I had 
been  early  impressed  with  the  idea  of  a call  to  the  ministry,  strange  to  say,  I 
had  nearly  lost  sight  of  it  at  this  time.  The  Rev.  G.  Mauzy  was  the  preacher 
in  charge  of  the  circuit.  He  began  to  talk  to  me  on  the  subject.  I know  not 
why,  since  1 had  never  given  him  any  cause  to  think  I had  any  such  idea.  The 
matter  ended  in  my  examination  before  the  Quarterly  Conference  by  Rev.  B. 

H.  Johnson,  Presiding  Elder,  and  I was  licensed  to  preach.” 

At  the  session  of  the  Annual  Conference  that  fall,  held  in  Lynchburg,  he 
was  received  on  trial.  His  first  appointment  was  Ettrick  Mission,  but  was 
changed  to  Sussex  Gircuit  by  the  Elder;  in  1855,  Buckingham  Circuit,  under 
Brother  II.  D.  Wood;  in  1856,  Middlesex;  in  1857,  King  W illiam  Circuit;  in 
1 80S,  Hampton,  from  study  and  exhaustion  in  preaching  and  laboring,  his 
health  broke  down.  From  1858  to  I860  he  taught  school.  In  1862  he  moved 
to  1 mice  George  and  continued  to  teach.  In  1868  he  was  married  to  Miss  E. 

I.  Raney,  of  that  county.  In  1864  and  1865  the  Northern  soldiers  occupied 
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that  countv,  ami  lie  was  in  their  midst.  After  the  Avar,  and  in  the  years  of  180'! 

and  1867,  lie  was  engaged  in  fanning.  In  13GS,  1869  and  1S70  he  took  charge 

of  the  Prince  George  .Mission,  by  the  special  request  of  his  friends  on  that  mis- 
sion. During  this  time  he  was  still  farming  and  teaching  school.  In  1871  lie 
was  at  home  getting  ready  to  go  hack  into  the  regular  Avork.  In  1872  his  health 
having  so  far  recovered  as  to  justify  him  in  itinerating,  he  broke  up  and  started 
out.  During  this  year  and  the  year  of  1878  he  Avas  on  the  Chuckatuck  Circuit. 

Pis  health  begin)  wing  to  fail  again,  he  Avas  forced  to  go  up  the  country.  In 

Js71-’75  he  was  on  the  South  BrunsAvick  Circuit;  in  1876,  Dinwiddie  Circuit, 
where  again  he  came  very  near  dying  from  typhoid-fever;  in  1877,  Xortli  South- 
ampton ; in  lS78-"79,  Southampton  Circuit;  1SS1-’S2,  Franklin  Circuit; 
’S.'i-’Sii,  New  Kent;  ,S7-’8S,  Greenesville ; hS9-’91,  Denny  Street,  Richmond, 
Ya. ; '92,  Fifth  Street,  Manchester;  ’93-’96,  King  and  Queen;  ’97,  superannu- 
ated. 


KEY.  JOSEPH  II.  AMISS. 

lie  is  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Rappahannock  District — a diocese  that  de- 
mands of  its  Lieutenant-Bishop  energy,  soundness  of  speech  and  sacred  strategy. 
It  is  allowed  that  he  is  eminently  tit  for  the  arduous  position. 

lie  may  be  still  reckoned  as  in  the  prime  of  life,  though  sixty-six,  compactly 
built,  five  feet  ten  inches;  Aveight,  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds;  eyes,  black, 
glittering  and  keen;  face,  animated  and  intellectual;  health,  superb.  lie  meas- 
ures his  duty  by  the  poAvers  of  an  active  mind  and  hardy  body.  lie  does  not 
spare  himself.  11  is  memory  is  retentive  and  encycl opted ic ; it  is  a treasure- 
house.  lie  talks  avcII,  seasoning  his  conversation  Avith  the  salt  of  apt  illustra- 
tion- and  appetizing  Avisdom.  He  has  command  of  a large  and  free  vocabulary, 
and  seldom,  if  ever,  halts  for  the  fit  Avord.  His  voice  is  strong,  resonant  and 
pleasing  to  the  ear. 

lie  had  but  limited  early  educational  advantages.  He  has,  amid  incessant 
labors  (twenty-eight  years  as  preacher  in  charge,  tAvo  years  as  junior,  fourteen 
years  as  Elder,  and  still  in  the  Eldership)  snatched  hours  for  study  and  brought 
himself  forward— a Avorkman  that  ncedeth  not  to  be  ashamed.  It  is  the  firm 
conviction  of  his  familiars  that  had  he  enjoyed  the  best  training  in  youth,  he 
would  have  ranked  Avith  the  mighty  men  of  Israel  on  any  arena.  He  has  had 
to  mine  the  ore,  mold  the  bullet  and  use  the  rifle  Avhile  the  battle  Avas  on.  He 
never  had  the  leisure  to  prepare  fixed  ammunition  and  carry  it  in  caissons  to 
the  field. 

The  native  force  in  him  Avas  exhibited  in  Lynchburg  in  1877  by  his  opening 
sermon.  The  cultured  men  of  the  Conference — men  of  seasoned  Avisdom  and 
observation — frankly  admitted  exceptional  poAvers,  both  in  the  preparation  and 
delivery  of  the  discourse.  It  Avas  indeed  the  product  of  a robust  intellect  Avith 
unusual  persuasive  and  pleasing  oratory. 

1 1 is  career  has  been  signalized  by  the  evidences  of  apostleship.  The  spirit 
has  borne  Avitness  to  his  Avork.  Conversions  Avere  many,  feuds  healed,  the 
Church  edified,  enthusiasm  for  the  cause  inspired  among  the  people. 

M r.  Amiss  is  a Methodist  in  every  fibre.  lie*  is  true  to  the  doctrine  and 
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usages  of  the  pioneers,  whose  zeal  he  imitates  in  a large  degree,  lie  is  per- 
suaded that  the  mission  of  that  religious  movement  under  the  Wesleys  is  a 
spirituality  in  ( 'lnircli  life.  lie  draws  all  his  cares  that  way;  hence  refreshings 
of  the  souls  of  the  saints  follow  his  stirring  sermons  and  thrilling  songs.  The 
themes  that  nourish  the  inner  life  are  favorites  with  him.  He  is  a man  of  one 
work.  Jesus  has  an  unwavering  disciple  in  Joseph  11.  Amiss. 

II  is  elevation  to  the  Eldership,  like  the  first  term  with  all  new  men  in  that 
office,  was  experimental.  II is  friends  hailed  the  appointment  as  the  beginning 
of  a wider  career  of  usefulness;  and  so  it  came  to  pass.  Ilis  vigorous  leader- 
ship, always  himself  in  the  van,  quickly  vouched  for  the  happy  choice.  When 
his  term  of  four  years  ended  he  was,  by  common  consent,  ordered  to  the  most 
difficult  district  in  the  Conference.  It  put  his  best  talents  for  organization  and 
aggression  to  the  test.  lie  extends  the  lines  of  Methodism.  His  men  press 
forward.  The  presence  of  a born  centurion  is  seen  from  point  to  point  along 
the  front. 

lie  was  born  in  Culpeper  county,  Ya.,  September  5,  183d.  lie  professed 
religion  when  fifteen  years  old,  and  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  He  was  early  impressed  with  his  call  to  the  ministry.  Mr. 
Amiss  entered  the  itinerant  ranks  in  .Norfolk  in  1854,  was  ordained  deacon  in 
IS  5 6 by  Bishop  Early  and  ordained  elder  in  Portsmouth  in  1858  by  Bishop 
Kavanaugh. 

He  married  Miss  Hathaway,  of  Edenton,  N.  C.,  in  1861.  A large  family 
have  been  the  fruits  of  that  union. 

In  this  faithful  itinerant  are  the  elements  that  command  the  confidence  of  the 
Conference  and  the  Church,  and  bring  successful  service.  He  pleases  in  the 
social  circle.  His  fluency,  aptness  and  force  in  the  pulpit  arrest  attention  and 
command  a congregation.  He  builds  elegant  churches,  lengthens  the  record  of 
the  membership  and  gathers  large  congregations.  His  brethren  in  the  ministry 
are  fond  of  him.  lie  says  he  is  on  good  terms  with  his  brethren,  tries  to  help 
them  in  their  work  as  best  he  can,  and  would  rather  plant  flowers  than  thorns 
in  their  pathway.  Should  the  day  ever  come  when  Mr.  Amiss  can  no  longer  do 
the  work  assigned  him,  he  will  step  gracefully  out  of  the  ranks.  When  the  sum- 
mons comes  to  meet  and  grapple  with  the  last  enemy,  with  confidence  and  com- 
posure, his  eye  on  the  Captain  of  our  salvation,  he  will  await  the  onset,  gain  the 
victory,  and  go  triumphant  and  rejoicing  home  to  God. 


REV.  WILLIAM  V.  TUDOR,  I).  D. 

The  author  of  these  sketches  had  called  to  him  the  sonorous,  measured  and 
elevated  sentences  of  Punshon  when  he  heard  Dr.  Tudor.  The  likeness  between 
these  gifted  Methodist  ministers  does  not  run  in  language  alone,  but  the  robust 
build,  the  firmness  on  the  feet,  the  broad  shoulders  and  heartiness  in  manner  of 
each  are  kin  to  the  other. 

I hey  have  traveled  alike  along  ihe  highway  of  popular  pulpits.  Punshon 
found  eager  audiences  at  home  and  at  remote  cities.  Tudor,  when  a boy,  was 
the  wonder  and  pride  of  Loudoun,  the  stronghold  of  Methodism,  and  since  his 
circuit  days  great  churches  have  sought  his  services.  The  daily  press  have  re- 
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ported  his  sermons  and  periodicals  preserved  them  in  print.  It  was  not  only 
the  melodious  cadences,  hut,  yet  more,  the  staple  of  truth,  interwoven  by  the 
shuttle  of  a royal  rhetoric  into  a '’cloth  of  gold,”  that  won  upon  the  ears  and 
hearts  of  his  audiences. 

Under  his  own  roof-tree  he  is  a charming  host,  genial,  engaging,  and  furnished 
with  a large  store  of  choice  material  to  make  a fireside  and  easy  chairs  so  charged 
with  bewitching  interest  as  to  mesmerize  the  guest  to  forgetfulness  of  time  till 
the  long  stroke  of  midnight  sounds  from  the  city  bells. 

Ilis  wife  (once  a .Miss  Morsell,  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia),  is  a 
factor,  in  no  small  degree,  in  Dr.  Tudor’s  successful  career.  Handsome,  cheer- 
ful, elegant,  brimming  with  good  will,  wise  and  zealous  in  church  work;,  she 
brings  to  him  an  auxiliary  element  that  counts  largely  in  the  popularity  of  the 
parsonage. 

lie  is  a native  of  Baltimore;  came  into  the  Church  at  thirteen;  a graduate  of 
the  famous  Methodist  College  of  Dickinson,  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania;  taught 
school  for  four  years  after  receiving  his  diploma,  tilling  the  chair  of  Greek  and 
Latin  in  a classic  academy  in  Alexandria  for  three  of  them. 

lie  entered  the  Baltimore  Conference  in  1855  as  a licentiate,  serving  Sum- 
mertield  and  Severn  Circuits,  Baltimore  City  Station  and  Loudoun.  lie  left 
Loudoun  shortly  after  Federal  occupation,  crossed  into  Maryland,  organized 
and  served  our  church  at  Cambridge  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  1805  he 
was  called  to  the  charge  of  the  Independent  Church,  the  remnant  of  Southern 
Methodism  worshipping  in  a frame  tabernacle  on  M street  in  Washington.  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  He  was  received  into  the  Southern  Methodist  Church  with 
the  Baltimore  Conference,  bringing  his  congregation  with  him.  He  built  and 
dedicated  our  Mr.  Vernon  church  in  Washington  during  his  term  of  service. 

He  has  since  been  pastor  of  Carondelet-Street,  Hew  Orleans;  Centenary  and 
Si.  John  churches,  St.  Louis,  and  Presiding  Elder  two  years  of  the  St.  Louis 
District,  and  for  a short  time  served  Emanuel,  Baltimore. 

lie  was  the  pastor  of  Granby-Street,  Norfolk  (now  Epworth) — our  strongest 
church  by  the  sea — four  years,  1880-1890;  Broad-Street,  Richmond,  ’90-’94; 
Cumherland-Street,  Norfolk,  ’94-’95  ; Centenary,  Kiclimond,  Virginia,  ’95-’99  ; 
in  ’99  he  was  assigned  as  Elder  to  the  West  Richmond  District — his  present 
position. 

Coming  into  the  Virginia  Conference  a stranger,  he  has  gained  year  by  year 
on  the  respect  and  love  of  the  brethren.  His  parishioners  are  attached  to  him 
and  the  public  wait  upon  his  ministry  in  large  numbers. 

lie  is  sixty-seven  years  old,  but  his  build,  health  and  serene  spirit  put  him 
back  almost  to  boyhood  in  unwasted  powers.  A slight  flake  of  frost,  whitening 
the  rip  of  a whisker  or  lock  of  hair,  is  the  only  sign  of  crossing  the  crest  of  mid- 
life. 


REV.  JOHN  L ELAN I)  CLARKE. 

The  record  of  this  minister  runs  through  a service  of  fifty-two  years.  He 
has  been  a wise  builder  of  the  walls  of  Zion.  Ilis  pastorate  has  been  fruitful 
of  valuable  and  permanent  results.  In  Baltimore  and  Richmond,  along  the 
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Shcnandoiih  and  James,  his  faithful  and  efficient  labors  in  planting  and  gov 
tuning  are  recognized. 

Mr.  ('iarke  lias  a stately  figure.  There  is  a remarkable  resemblance  in  fea- 
tures to  Ilenrv  Ward  Beecher.  1 his  likeness  has,  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
created  no  small  stir,  particularly  during  a session  of  the  Legislature  ot  Vir- 
ginia. lie,  however,  has  none  of  the  drawbacks  of  the  famous  Brooklyn 
preacher. 

The  bent  of  Mr.  Clarke’s  mind  is  in  the  line  of  logic.  It  is  said  that  the 
late  lh\  Munsev  considered  his  friend  as  highly  endowed  with  the  reasoning 
faeultv.  Mr.  Clarke  makes  out  his  propositions  with  precision  and  unfolds  them 
in  measured. and  exact  method.  In  the  enforcement  of  his  deductions  and  con- 
clusions he  displays  at  times  a fervid  oratory. 

Mr.  Clarke  lias  strong  convictions,  verging  on  prejudice.  lie  has  no  word  of 
palliation  for  ignoble  acts.  1 1 is  own  code  of  social  conduct  is  high  and  rigid. 
He  is  the  most  companionable  of  men. 

lie  is  a native  of  Fluvanna  county,  Ya.,  and  was  born  June  16,  1821.  His 
father  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church;  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  11  is  mother  was  a Miss  Hope.  She  was  a Methodist  for  seventy-five 
years.  II  is  father,  wlm  reached  eighty-eight  years,  used  to  hear  the  celebrated 
John  belaud,  of  Revolutionary  notoriety,  and  named  Mr.  Clarke  for  him. 
All  the  children  of  his  parents  joined  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Clarke  professed  conversion  in  his  fourteenth  year,  and  served  as  class- 
leader,  exhorter  and  local  preacher,  lie  joined  the  Virginia  Conference  in 
the  fall  of  is-gs.  His  first  appointment  was  to  Campbell  Circuit,  with  Elijah 
Chambers,  senior  preacher.  It  was  a four-weeks’  circuit,  with  twenty-three 
appointments.  He  went  the  next  year  to  Staunton  Circuit,  a territory  on 
Staunton  river,  between  Campbell  and  Bedford  Circuits.  Gracious  revivals 
occurred  on  the  circuit.  Some  of  the  converted  in  those  meetings  are  promi- 
nent in  the  ( 'hurcli  now.  1 1 is  next  appointment  was  to  Oregon  Hill,  Richmond, 
where  about  one  hundred  people  were  brought  into  the  Church  during  the  two 
years.  In  lS53-’5-l  he  had  charge  of  the  Lexington  Circuit,  including  Lexing- 
ton. Our  Church  in  the  town  was  dedicated  in  1853.  During  this  year  he 
was  extremely  ill  from  abscess  in  the  throat,  with  little,  if  any,  hope  of  recovery. 
"1  had  no  doubt  of  my  salvation  in  the  event  of  my  dying.”  A remarkable 
revival  occurred  that  year  at  Elliott’s  llill,  which  resulted  in  the  building  of 
a good  church  at  that  point  and  the  establishment  of  Methodism  in  that  part 
of  the  county.  In  1S55-’5G  he  was  stationed  at  Harrisonburg,  preaching  once 
a month  at  Woodstock  and  Bridgewater.  1 1 is  health  was  still  feeble,  as  at  the 
beginning  of  his  ministry,  suffering  then  at  times  almost  indescribably  from 
nervous  derangement.  He  served  Leesburg  in  1857,  with  declining  health. 
On  .November  5,  1N57,  he  was  married  to  .Miss  Lucy  J.  Stevens,  of  Harrison- 
burg, Yu. — a noble  Christian  woman.  In  1S5S-’51)  he  traveled  Scottsville  Cir- 
cuit, with  gracious  revivals  attending  his  meetings.  Among  those  who  joined 
the  Church  was  Rev.  J.  Wiley  Bledsoe,  1).  1).,  of  the  Virginia  Conference.  In 
I860  he  served  Hanover  Circuit,  holding  protracted  meetings  from  the  fourth 
Sunday  in  May,  and  continued  them  almost  constantly  till  near  the  close  of 
the  year.  One  hundred  and  fifty  people  were  converted  that  year,  and  some 
of  (lie  converts  are  among  the  leading  men  of  the  circuit  at  this  time.  In 
1862-’63  he  was  in  charge  of  Albemarle  Circuit.  The  war  was  on  the  land, 
and  but  little  could  be  done  but  hold  the  Church  together.  In  1 SG-t-’G5-’G6 
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he  served  Lexington  Circuit  the  second  time,  when  a revival  ot  great  power  oc- 
curred at  Elliott's  Hill,  after  which,  while  ho  remained,  that  congregation  was 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  county. 

He  was  transferred  to  the  Baltimore  Conference  in  the  fall  of  1SGG,  and  was 
appointed  to  Staunton  Station  in  the  spring  ot  1SG7  and  served  two  years.  Mr. 
Clarke  makes  a note  of  his  work  there:  “Found  the  Church  in  Staunton  de- 
pressed. Mv  predecessor  received  far  from  his  full  salary.  On  reaching 
Staunton  L was  told  that  the  Church  was  hopeless,  and  that  nothing  could  be 
done.  An  interesting  revival  strengthened  the  Church.  My  salary  was  over- 
paid bv  two  hundred  dollars.  There  were  about  one  hundred  conversions  dur- 
in"  the-  two  wars,  and  since  then  Staunton  lias  been  one  of  the  most  desirable 
appointments  in  the  Baltimore  Conference.”  Tie  suffered  the  loss  of  his  ex- 
cellent wife  in  June,  ISOS.  In  lS69-’70  he  was  stationed  at  Martinsburg. 
This  was  a new  and  small  charge  of  not  more  than  a dozen  male  members.  The 
existence  there  of  Southern  Methodism  by  some  was  thought  to  be  precarious. 
During  the  winter  of  ISGS-’GO  there  was  a powerful  revival.  T here  were  some 
seventy-five  conversions,  of  whom  a large  number  were  leading  citizens.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  our  Church  was  among  the  strongest  financially  in  the 
town.  In  1 s 7 1 -’  7 J he  was  stationed  at  Holland  Street  church,  in  Baltimore. 
Hr.  Clarke  says:  “This  church  had  lost,  in  the  course  of  a year  or  so,  one 
hundred  and  forty  members,  and  was  greatly  embarrassed.  At  the  close  of 
the  year  we  had  a net  increase  of  forty  members,  and  had  paid  all  financial 
demands  for  the  current  year.  My  Presiding  Elder,  Rev.  Dr.  Rodgers,  stated 
at  one  of  my  Quarterly  Meetings  that  he  could  say  in  that  pulpit  what  he  could 
say  in  no  other  pulpit  in  the  district,  that  the  Church  owed  no  man  a dollar, 
and  pronounced  the  church  the  most  vigorous  organization  in  the  city.”  In 
is 7 3-’ 74  he  was  stationed  in  Lexington,  Ya.,  making  a successful  pastorate  and 
financial  exhibit. 

In  the  spring  of  1875  he  was  transferred  to  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  in 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  was  appointed  to  Liberty  Station.  Ours  was  the  weak- 
est church  in  that  town.  During  his  term  of  three  years  the  membership  was 
more  than  doubled,  and  it  is  now  a strong  church.  He  then  served  the  work  at 
Ashland,  Boydton,  West  Campbell,  Culpeper  Station,  Danielstown,  Lynchburg, 
with  fidelity  and  vigor.  At  the  Conference  at  Danville  in  1S93  he  was  granted 
a superannuated  relation.  His  home  is  at  Charlottesville. 


REV.  ROBERT'  XELSOX  CROOKS. 

Soldier,  chaplain,  pioneer  preacher  in  mountain  lands,  he  has  a noble  record. 
He  has  preached  a third  of  a century;  built  nine  churches  and  two  parsonages, 
and  repaired  or  rebuilt  many  old  preaching  edifices.  In  the  hospitals  in  Rich- 
mond he  saw  great  revivals.  During  his  ministry  he  has  received  into  the 
Church  more  than  thirteen  hundred  persons. 

He  is  loved  by  brethren,  and  is  a good  man  endowed  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
1 hough  kept,  by  ills  contracted  in  the  line  of  duty,  from  active  work,  his  godly 
walk  and  limited  public  exertions  fell  how  earnestly  at  heart  this  man  of  God 
has  the  cause  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
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He  is  the  son  of  Abraham  and  Catharine  Conrad  Crooks;  was  born  in 
Greenup  county,  Kentucky,  March  10,  1830;  united  with  the  Methodist  Church.., 
in  his  native  county  in  August,  1S52  ; licensed  to  preach  by  the  Greenup  Quar- 
terly Conference  (Rev.  C.  M.  Sullivan,  Presiding  Elder,  Rev.  J.  F.  Medley, 
preacher  in  charge,)  in  March,  1855;  received  into  the  West  Virginia  Confer- 
ence in  September,  1855;  ordained  deacon  hv  Bishop  G.  F.  Pierce  in  1857; 
elder  by  Bishop  ,J.  O.  Andrew,  in  1859;  appointed  Chaplain  in  the  Confederate 
army  in  June,  1802,  and  assigned  to  duty  at  Chimborazo  Hospital,  Richmond, 
Virginia,  at  which  place  he  remained  until  after  the  close  of  the  war. 

In  November,  1805,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Virginia  Conference.  While 
pastor  of  Hanover  Circuit — 1S79-\S2 — he  was  painfully  injured  by  a fall  from 
his  buggy;  hut,  though  compelled  to  itinerate  on  crutches, -he  persevered  in  his 
“loved  employ”  until  the  Conference  of  1883,  when,  with  a constitution  shat- 
tered by  rheumatism  and  other  painful  maladies,  he  reluctantly  accepted  a su- 
perannuated relation. 

Through  the  kindness  of  friends  within  the  bounds  of  the  Virginia  Confer- 
ence, a home,  beautiful  for  situation,  at  Yorktown,  Virginia,  has  been  secured 
for  him,  where,  surrounded  by  his  family,  he  is  now  pleasantly  and  comfortably 
located. 

Though  never  free  from  pain,  Brother  Crooks  is  never  so  happy  as  when  per- 
mitted to  proclaim  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  his  fellow-men,  and  fre- 
quently exerts  himself  far  more  than  prudence  would  dictate.  Calmly,  trust- 
ingly, he  is  “waiting  by  the  river,”  with  “lamp  trimmed,”  striving  to  be  ready 
when  “the  Bridegroom  cometh.”  It  can  be  truly  said  of  him,  he  is  a good  man. 

A friend  of  Mr.  Crooks  says:  “For  many  years  1 have  been  personally  ac- 
quainted with  him,  and  believe  1 do  not  deviate  from  the  truth  when  I say  that 
there  is  no  guile  in  him.  Long  ago  his  actions  led  me  to  conclude  that  his  heart 
was  full  of  love  for  all,  and  years  of  observation  have  strengthened  this  convic- 
tion. 1 1 is  chief  desire  seems  to  be  to  do  good,  get  good,  and  be  ripe  for  heaven 
whenever  the  summons  comes.  lie  loves  to  preach  and  comfort  the  sick  and 
sorrowing.  1 1 is  sermons  are  well-conceived,  and  have  the  marks  of  study;  but 
the  infirmity  of  Moses,  ‘I  am  of  slow  speech,’  is  an  impediment  to  a free  and 
graceful  delivery.  And  yet,  with  kindling  eye  and  beaming  countenance,  he 
tells  with  tender  words  and  persuasion  'the  old,  old  story.’  Many  gratefully 
claim  him  as  their  spiritual  father.” 

Brother  Crooks  is  five  feet  eight  inches  in  height;  erect,  square-shouldered, 
and  in  his  best  days  was  a man  of  considerable  force;  complexion  rather  dark; 
eyes  blue  and  well  set  under  a broad,  shapely  forehead;  hair  and  whiskers  dark, 
with  a slight  sprinkling  of  gray. 

On  August  <>,  1803,  lie  Avas  married  to  Miss  Susan  A.  Scully,  of  Richmond, 
Virginia.  Fight  children  ha\’e  been  born  to  them — four  died  in  infancy. 

Wo  give  Imt  a hint  in  these  quoted  words  of  the  rude  service  that  has  smitten 
him  with  years  of  pain  and  made  a crutch  a companion:  “In  June,  1801,  I vol- 
unteered as  a soldier,  and  served  for  six  months  as  first  lieutenant  of  Company 
I.  Thirty-first  Virginia  regiment,  in  the  command  of  Generals  Garnett,  Henry 
Jackson  and  Fd.  Johnson,  and  under  General  R.  E.  Lee  in  that  remarkably 
systematic  campaign  in  the  Alleghanies,  advancing  and  retreating,  marching 
and  countermarching,  in,  up  and  down  the  creeks  and  rivers,  (oh,  how  cold!) 
until  we  ivent  into  winter  quarters  on  the  top  of  the  Alleghany  mountains, 
almost  in  perpetual  frost,  as  if  we  were  hunting  a healthy  place  in  mid-winter 
to  freeze  out  the  rest  of  the  life  that  had  not  been  marched  out.” 
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If  an  angel  should  care  to  call  at  the  ancient,  historic  city  on  the  York,  there 
would  he  a welcome  at  the  cottage  of  Crooks,  for  under  that  roof  lives  a saintly- 
old  man,  maimed  in  his  .Master’s  work,  vet  uttering  no  word  of  impatience, 
waiting  “till  lie  come.”  lie  is  "suffering”  the  will  of  God.  The  men  who 
endured  the  siege  within  Pekin  were  as  heroic  as  the  corps  that  came  to  their 
rescue.  The  supreme  test  is  to  receive  the  enemy’s  fire  without  replying.  Job 
was  superior  to  Joshua. 

At  the  Conference  in  Xorfolk  in  1U00,  he  made  a brief  and  pathetic  address, 
when  his  name  was  called.  He  bade  the  brethren  farewell,  for  he  did  not  count 
on  their  seeing  his  face  again. 

Here  amid  historic  scenes,  this  veteran  of  the  sacred  cohort  and  of  the  “in- 
comparable” Army  of  the  South  awaits  the  summon  to  receive  the  “Well  done.” 
lie  limps  to  "the  cottage  prayer-meetings,”  where  the  faithful  rejoice  together. 


HEY.  ROBERT  B.  BEADLES. 

Rev.  Robert  Blackwell  Beadles,  born  January  5,  1832,  is  the  eldest  son  of 
thirteen  children  born  to  John  and  Haney  Beadles,  in  King  'William  county, 
Ya.  1 1 is  rearing  was  in  the  lap  of  piety;  he  was  trained  in  the  Sabbath-school 
from  very  childhood.  Indeed,  every  effort  was  made  by  his  now  sainted  par- 
ents to  bring  him  up  for  God,  and  their  labors  were  not  fruitless. 

In  childhood  the  Holy  Spirit  strove  with  him,  and  he  was  frequently  under 
conviction  for  sin.  He  was  converted  September  19,  1845,  in  his  fourteenth 
year,  in  a revival  held  at  Powell’s  chapel,  on  King  William  Circuit,  by  Rev. 
John  W.  Shackford,  then  a member  of  the  Virginia  Conference,  a venerable 
and  honored  local  preacher  of  King  and  Queen  Circuit,  recently  entering  into 
the  rest  that  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God. 

Ife  recurs  with  pleasure  to  the  fact  of  his  conversion,  and  rejoices  in  an  ex- 
perience that  the  Divine  Spirit  witnesses  in  his  own  personal  consciousness 
that  he  is  a child  of  God. 

He  is  about  live  feet  seven  inches  high  ; weighs  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds; 
dark  complexion,  with  brown  hair  and  blue  eyes.  He  has  rugged  features, 
nervous  temperament,  brisk  movements,  and  is  always  intensely  in  earnest. 

As  a preacher,  he  is  unpretentious,  yet  replete  with  thought  and  full  of  grip. 
ITe  shows  at  once  his  aim  to  be  only  to  do  good.  He  preaches  the  marrow  of 
the  Gospel,  and  wherever  he  has  been  appointed  the  Church  has  prospered. 

He  was  called  to  preach  almost  simultaneously  with  his  conversion,  but 
passed  through  all  grades  of  the  “lay  official”  before  being  licensed  to  exhort 
by  Rev.  T.  J.  Payton,  in  March,  1853.  He  received  local  preacher’s  license 
from  tin*  Loudoun  Quarterly  Conference,  presided  over  by  the  Rev.  W.  AY. 
Bennett,  D.  1).,  while  at  school  at  Hillsboro  Academy.  He  began  the  itin- 
erant life  as  colleague  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Dev,  under  Rev.  William  B.  Rowzie,  Pre- 
siding Elder,  in  Lancaster  county,  Ya.,  in  August,  1855.  lie  was  received  on 
trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference  at  Petersburg  in  Xovember  of  that  year 
and  returned  to  Lancaster  Circuit.  He  traveled  the  Spotsylvania  Circuit 
in  1857  and  1858.  Air.  Beadles  was  ordained  deacon  in  Xovember,  1857, 
by  Bishop  G.  F.  Pierce,  in  Elizabeth  City,  X.  C. 
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In  October,  isr»8,  lie  married  Miss  Rebecca  R.  Ilolladay,  of  Spotsylvania 
comity,  a licautiful  and  accomplished  help-mate.  He  lias  brought  up  four 
interesting  children,  the  issue  of  that  marriage — one  of  whom,  Robert  Fletcher, 
a brilliant  and  gifted  minister  of  our  Conference,  whose  brother,  Dr.  Beadles, 
is  equally  endowed  in  another  career. 

In  1859  he  was  appointed  to  Fauquier  Circuit;  in  18G0-’G1  he  traveled  New 
Kent  Circuit,  and  the  two  ensuing  years  lie  held  a supernumerary  relation. 
Recovering  bis  health  in  18G4,  he  was  appointed  chaplain  to  the  Fifty-fifth 
Virginia  regiment — then  in  Hill’s  Corps,  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia — 
and  participated  in  most  of  the  battles  of  that  year,  from  the  Wilderness  to 
Petersburg.  Again  bis  health  failed,  and  for  1S65-’GG  he  was  on  the  super- 
numerary list.  In  1 8 G 7 he  was  appointed  to  West.  Hanover,  and  to  Middle- 
sex in  isns-'ifi).  He  was  on  Buckingham  Circuit  in  lS70-’71-’72,  and  served 
the  Fluvanna  Circuit  for  the  year  1873.  He  found  it  necessary  to  take  a super- 
numerary relation  for  the  years  1874-’75.  In  187G  he  served  the  Nicholson 
Street  Station,  Richmond,  Va.,  and  in  1877  was  an  efficient  agent  of  the 
Preachers'  Relief  Society.  The  next  three  years  he  “fed  the  flock  of  Christ” 
on  Lancaster  Circuit,  where,  twenty-four  years  before,  he  began  his  ministry. 
From  1>M  to  3S>4,  inclusive,  be  did  successful  work  on  Atlantic  Circuit,  and 
in  3 .ss.VSG  he  was  on  Boykin’s  Circuit.  In  1887  he  was  stationed  at  Floyd 
Street,  Danville,  Va.,  where  his  health  so  failed  that  he  was  obliged  to  super- 
annuate. 

Regaining  bis  health,  lie  served  in  1.891,  Hanover;  1892,  VTt.  Pleasant; 
1 Henrico;  1897-’99,  Norfolk  Circuit;  1900,  Capron.  Now  pastor 

of  Hasker  Memorial,  Richmond,  Va. 

Mr.  Beadles  lias  been  twice  married.  The  mother  of  bis  children  having 
died  in  1874,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  N.  Slaughter,  of  Delaware,  in  1878, 
who  was  a benediction  to  him  and  bis  household  and  a most  efficient  co- 
worker  with  him  in  the  Church.  Her  death,  January  31,  1900,  was  an  irre- 
parable hiss  tu  him.  He  keenly  felt  the  blow. 

This  is  the  short  and  simple  annul  and  a modest  memorandum,  withal,  of  a 
brother  beloved,  whose  single  aim  and  earnest  life  adorn  the  Gospel  of  his 
Master.  In  quiet  paths,  he  serves  his  Lord  with  strictest  fidelity.  II is  breth- 
ren give  him  the  homage  of  their  confidence  and  affection.  He  is  such  a one 
as  the  dying  desire  to  pray  with  them  and  the  living  desire  for  a neighbor. 

Even  in  his  interrupted  ministry  well  on  to  a thousand  have  been  converted. 

Wdio  among  us  is  more  prized  for  his  godly  walk  and  conversation  than 
Robert  B.  Beadles?  The- spirit  of  the  Master  shines  in  bis  life.  In  and  out 
of  the  pulpit  men  take  note  of  him,  that  he  lias  been  with  Jesus.  He  leaves 
a blessing  in  every  household  that  enjoys  his  presence.  The  congregations  that 
hear  him  arc  fed  on  the  marrow  of  the  Gospel.  He  is  quick,  pushing,  ener- 
getic, yet  without  brusqueness  or  ambition  for  a high  seat.  He  has  served  the 
Church  with  success  and  fidelity  for  an  extended  period.  During  a portion  of 
this  time  his  ill  health  restricted  his  ministry.  He  was  never  drawn  off  from 
the  highest  aim — the  calling  of  men  to  Christ. 
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REV.  JAMES  O.  MOSS. 

Mr.  Moss,  son  of  Bennett  M.  and  Phoebe  W.  .Moss,  was  born  in  Prince 
Edward  county,  Virginia,  1 )ccember  29,  1833.  He  was  educated  at  Eandolph- 
M aeon  College  at  its  original  site  near  Boydton.  Impressed  by  several  succes- 
sive attacks  of  illness  that  it  was  his  duty  to  enter  immediately  into  the  work  of 
the  ministry,  Ik;  left  college  before  completing  his  academic  studies.  These  he 
has  since  prosecuted  with  persistent  industry.  lie  was  received  on  probation 
in  the  Virginia  Conference  at  its  session  of  November,  1850.  Since  then  his 
relation  to  the  Conference  has  been  constantly  effective;  and  in  the  city,  on 
circuits  and  in  the  Presiding  Eldership  he  has  not  only  been  remarkably  suc- 
cessful in  winning  souls  to  Christ,  but  proved  himself  competent  in  the  manage- 
ment of  all  the  details  of  official  administration.  A patient  student  and  an 
earnest  worker,  the  snows  of  sixty-seven  winters  and  the  heat  of  as  many  sum- 
mers have  not  availed  to  lessen  his  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the  Master.  His  vigorous 
constitution  has  withstood  the  hardships  of  the  itinerancy  and  the  attacks  of 
disease.  However  frequently  he  preaches,  he  seems  never  to  grow  weary  or  lose 
his  hold  on  the  attention  of  his  audience. 

His  style  is  logical  and  didactic;  sometimes  poetic,  when  inspired  by  the 
grandeur  of  the  theme  and  the  sympathy  of  the  audience.  It  is  then  that  he 
appears  at  his  best — his  diction  beautiful,  his  thoughts  clear,  his  face  expressive. 

It  would  be  hard  to  name  the  preacher  in  the  Virginia  Conference  that  can 
sway  an  audience  with  the  sovereignty  of  Mr.  Moss  when  at  his  best.  He  has 
a keen,  strong  mind.  He  searches  with  pick  in  hand  in  all  directions,  not  for 
glittering  specimens,  but  for  bulk  of  ore-bearing  bullion.  Ilis  habit  of  study  has 
helped  him  to  the  accumulation  of  great  and  valuable  stores  and  trained  his 
intellect  to  vigor  and  accuracy.  And  better  than  all,  he  is  without  the  unseemly 
urgings  of  ambition,  and  has  the  simplicity  and  guilelessness  of  a child,  withal. 
A frank  and  noble  Christian  gentleman  is  James  O.  Moss.  His  labors  have  been 
singularly  blessed  with  great  results. 

Naturally  absent-minded,  he  often  fails  to  impress  strangers  favorably  on  first 
acquaintance;  yet  it  has  been  his  fortune  to  be  loved  in  all  his  charges  as  only 
a few  have  been.  To  know  him  well  is  to  appreciate  and  love  him.  lie  is  now 
completing  his  forty-fourth  year  of  continuous  active  service  in  the  itinerant 
ranks. 


REV.  JO  SI  AII  DICKINSON  HANK. 

The  Kev.  J.  1 ).  Hank  is  a son  of  Rev.  Jehu  Hank,  known  as  the  sweet  singer 
of  the  Baltimore  Conference.  He  was  born  in  Louisa  county,  Yn.,  but  while 
very  young,  his  father  removed  to  the  old  homestead  in  Monroe  county,  \Y.  Ya., 
where  his  early  boyhood  was  spent. 

In  ls<»2  he  married  Miss  Annie  Berger,  daughter  of  Captain  Samuel  Berger, 
of  Pittsylvania  county.  In  ISO!  Mr.  Hank  was  transferred  to  the  Virginia 
Conference,  where  he  has  served  with  energy  and  ability.  In  1807  his  wife 
died,  and  in  INTO  he  married  Miss  Laura  \Yailes,  daughter  of  Mr.  William 
Wailes,  of  Salisbury,  Md. 
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In  lie  was  appointed  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Eastern  Shore  District*, 

where  he  served  four  years.  After  returning  to  the  pastorate  for  seven  years, 
he  was  made  Presiding  Elder  of  Charlottesville  District,  where  he  is  now  serv- 
ing his  third  year,  lie  has  many  warm  friends  among  the  brethren.  To  a 
friend  he  “sticketh  closer  than  a brother.”  Cultured,  refined,  and  brimming 
over  with  quiet  humor,  united  with  a dignified  hearing  commanding  respect, 
a favorite  in  the  social  circle,  he  is,  as  has  been  said,  a true  type  of  the  “old 
Virginia  gentleman.” 

lie  seldom  speaks  in  deliberative  bodies,  on  account  of  modesty,  but  when  he 
does,  all  are  impressed  by  the  brave,  fearless  utterances  of  deep  conviction.  Ilis 
counsel  is  wise,  deep  and  guarded.  Ilis  personality  is  felt  at  all  times,  while 
there  is  nothing  of  the  autocrat  about  him.  He  knows  how  to  discourse  from  the 
Scriptures  with  simplicity  and  fervor,  and  to  apply  the  Word  to  the  hearts  of 
men.  lie  does  not  proceed  by  a slow  and  painful  process,  but  seems  to  be  led 
on  with  quickened  pace  by  the  effectual  operation  of  the  Divine  Spirit.  Ilis  ser- 
mons are  vertehrated.  There  is  bone  in  them,  but  not  wholly  skeleton;  there  is 
grace  and  finish.  The  delivery  is  grave,  measured  and  magnetic.  It  is  not  an 
unusual  sight  to  see  an  audience  brought  to  tears  by  his  appeals,  nor  for  his 
hearers  to  grasp  his  hand  after  a sermon  in  silent  gratitude  for  the  balm  brought 
to  their  aching  souls. 


REV.  JAMES  M.  ANDEESOX. 

This  is  the  story  of  a minister  who  overcame  early  disadvantages  of  educa- 
tion and  became,  by  dint  of  careful  study  and  native  endowment,  one  of  the 
most  polished  and  graceful  preachers  in  Virginia.  From  untoward  circum- 
stances in  youth  lie  has  risen,  step  by  step,  to  the  most  important  positions  in 
his  Church.  In  all  this  advance  there  has  been  nothing  of  rude  ambition  or 
doubtful  expedients.  lie  still  has  the  modesty  of  his  boyhood.  Honors  have 
sought  him.  He  is  far  removed  from  the  arts  that  seek  prominence  or  bid  for 
popularity.  Without  ostentation,  he  acquits  himself  fully  of  every  responsi- 
bility. 

The  discourses  of  Mr.  Anderson  are  superior  specimens  of  smooth,  melodious, 
and  elegant  diction  adorning  host  thought.  They  are  the  proof  of  familiar  com- 
panionship with  choice  authors,  of  laborious  days  in  study,  and  a well-trained 
mind.  There  has  been  large  fame  in  the  pulpit  with  far  less  gifts  and  with 
inferior  endowment.  The  audience  has  riches,  not  in  rude  ore,  but  in  chased 
and  carved  beauty  brought  before  them.  And  withal  the  spirit  of  an  apostolic 
man  is  regnant  in  his  life — “Your  servant  for  Jesus’  sake.” 

lie  was  born  in  the  county  of  Amelia,  on  June  28,  1837.  In  his  earlv  boy- 
hood he  was  sent  to  such  schools  as  the  community  in  which  he  lived  afforded.  In 
the  year  1N50  his  parents  moved  to  Lynchburg,  Va.  Ilis  parents,  although  of 
highly  respectable  families,  were  poor,  and  he  spent  several  years  in  the  service 
of  one  of  the  citizens  of  that  city,  making  his  own  livelihood  by  honest  toil. 
During  this  period,  and  in  the  fall  of  1851,  he  made  a profession  of  religion  in 
the  old  church  on  Church  street,  of  which  the  Rev.  John  C.  Granbery  was  pas- 
tor, known  now  as  Centenary.  Mr.  Anderson  had  been  a regular  Sundav- 
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school  scholar  and  had  thought  much  on  religion,  praying  often;  in  fact,  lie  can- 
not recall  the  time  when  he  was  destitute  of  concern  on  the  subject  of  his  salva- 
tion. 4 1 is  circumstances  had  never  before  been  so  favorable  for  giving  atten- 
tion to  this  important  matter,  and  he  resolved  to  make  good  use  of  his  opportu- 
nities. Revival  services  were  in  progress,  with  conversions,  lie  was  anxious  to 
become  a Christian.  lie,  however,  was  young  and  timid.  Night  after  night 
he  went  to  church,  hoping  that  some  one  would  give  him  some  encouragement  to 
go  to  the  altar.  No  one  came  to  him,  perhaps  because  of  his  youth.  At  length 
God  helped  him  to  take  his  place  among  the  penitents. 

After  several  days  of  dark  sorrow  for  sin  and  earnest  prayer  for  pardon,  he 
obtained  the  desired  blessing,  lie  at  once  became  a zealous  Christian.  At  the 
first  opportunity  he  connected  himself  with  the  Church,  lie-  was  punctual  and 
regular  in  all  his  duties.  He  cannot  remember  that  in  all  his  early  religious 
life  he  ever  failed  to  be  present  at  preaching,  prayer  meeting,  class  meeting, 
Sunday-school,  or  Bible  class  when  attendance  was  practicable.  Ilis  close  atten- 
tion to  his  duties  obtained  for  him  the  confidence  of  the,  entire  church,  and  pro- 
duced the  belief  in  the  minds  of  his  brethren  that  he  was  destined  to  be  of 
much  sendee  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  He  was  blessed  with  the  special  friendship 
of  one  of  his  pastors,  Ilev.  I).  P.  Wills,  who  more  fully  directed  his  attention 
to  the  subject  of  preaching  and  in  various  ways  gave  him  aid  and  encourage- 
ment. Preaching  soon  became  the  all-absorbing  subject.  By  day  and  by 
night  it  pressed  upon  his  mind.  To  proclaim  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ 
to  his  fellow-men  seemed  to  him  to  be  the  noblest  of  all  employments. 

In  1854  he  began  preparations  for  the  work  of  the  ministry  by  improving  his 
education.  lie  attended  schools,  first  in  Lynchburg,  then  in  Buckingham 
county.  In  1850  he  was  licensed  as  local  preacher  in  that  county,  at  a Quar- 
terly Mooting  held  by  Rev.  II.  II.  Gary.  In  December,  1856,  he  went  to  Ran- 
dolph-Macon  College,  where  he  remained  only  for  a few  months,  leaving  in 
June,  1857.  In  November  of  that  year  he  became  a probationer  in  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference.  He  served  Lancaster  Circuit  as  junior  on  his  first  appoint- 
ment; then  Westmoreland, Rock  Creek  and  Howard;  in  I860, Patterson’s  Creek, 
Warrenton  Circuit,  Loudoun.  War  was  raging  and  Church  work  interrupted. 
In  1802  he  became  chaplain  to  the  Fortieth  Virginia  Regiment.  In  1863  he 
went  to  Elk  Run,  where  war  disturbed  the  work;  so  in  Culpeper,  his  next  ap- 
pointment. In  lS65-’67  Fluvanna  was  his  field;  then  two  years  on  Madison; 
then  four  years  in  Albemarle;  then  three  years  on  Atlantic.  In  1876  he  was 
made  Elder  of  Danville  District;  1879,  Elder  of  Charlottesville  District.  In 
these  pastorates  there  was  much  enlargement  in  membership,  spirituality,  and 
progress  in  new  buildings — general  improvements.  From  Charlottesville  Dis- 
trict he  was  sent  to  Cumberland  Street,  Norfolk.  His  voice  failed  from  throat 
disease.  After  months  he  was  healed.  Hi  1885  he  was  assigned  to  Hertford. 
The  signs  and  proof  of  apostleship  followed  him.  Ilis  life  seemed  to  take  on  a 
deeper  consecration.  His  sermons  grew  more  mellow,  and  rose  often  to  the 
grandeur  of  inspired  speech.  In  1889. he  was  placed  in  charge  of  Pungoteague, 
where  he  spent  the  full  limit  of  four  years.  Many  were  converted.  The 
church  was  edified,  enlarged,  blessed.  In  1893  he  was  assigned  to  Nottoway. 
An  extensive  and  pervasive  revival  enriched  the  church  and  refreshed  the  hearts 
of  Christians.  In  1895  Nottoway  was  divided.  Blackstone  charge  was  formed 
out  of  Crenshaw’s  and  Nottoway  Courthouse.  He  served  this  charge  two 
years,  with  divine  favor  attending  his  labors.  In  1897  he  was  named  for 
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Middlesex.  Affairs  were  in  disarray.  It  taxed  his  patience,  experience,  and 
faith  to  bring  to  pass  best  things.  lie  succeeded.  It  seemed  a hard  task  to  lay 
upon  one  who  had  conducted  choice  charges  and  large  affairs  so  severe  a problem 
of  readjusting  confused  matters.  The  appointment  was  distinctly  of  the  Lord, 
who  at  that  juncture  had  need  of  “such  an  one”  as  James  Madison  Anderson. 
It  was  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  He  compassed  a noble  achievement.  He 
is  filling  out  the  complete  term  of  four  years. 


REV.  ROBERT  W.  WATTS. 

He  is  of  the  somewhat  noted  class  of  1857,  and,  being  the  oldest  member, 
has  been  held  as  the  patriarch  of  the  body.  They  are  firmly  and  fondly  at- 
tached to  him,  and  he  is  worthy  of  all  honor — an  Israelite  indeed,  and  in  whom 
there  is  no  guile. 

1 1 is  preaching  shows  that  he  has  not  let  his  college  diploma  lie  neglected  and 
dusty.  He  is  studious,  but  searching  for  the  form  of  sound  words,  not  for  the 
material  for  poetic  fancies.  He  is  a theologian,  well-grounded  in  Methodist 
doctrine.  And  much  more,  the  sermon  is  steeped  in  a devout  heart.  His  pub- 
lic prayers  often  move  the  congregation  to  tears.  He  is  prudent,  and  has  the 
gift  of  wise  direction  in  Church  affairs.  The  purest  and  noblest  virtues  meet 
in  him.  In  Piedmont  Virginia  “Bob  Watts”  is  without  a rival  in  the  affec- 
tions of  the  churches.  Only  pastoral  limit  takes  him  away  from  weeping  flocks. 
II  is  life  is  a theme  worthy  of  the  pen  of  Goldsmith,  and  the  story  of  the  affection 
of  parishioners  and  the  unselfish  service  of  our  beloved  comrade  would  charm 
the  old  and  young  as  a page  from  apostolic  history.  Would  the  wheels  of  Time 
that  bear  him  to  old  age  had  reversing  levers  upon  their  axle,  and  so  keep  him 
with  the  ( Lurch  as  its  purest  type  of  the  primitive  preachers  in  our  Methodism. 
A great  company  bless  God  for  the  gift  to  the  Church  of  this  good  man. 

He  is  the  son  of  James  1 >.  and  Jane  S.  Watts;  was  born  in  Amherst  county, 
Va.,  October  16,  1825.  The  loss  of  a mother  in  his  fourth  year  deprived  him 
of  an  influence  supplied  by  nothing  else.  The  instructions,  however,  of  a pious 
father  made  impressions  that  have  never  been  effaced.  Ardent  and  impressive, 
he  was  often  led  astray;  but  the  parental  example  and  instruction  under  God 
brought  him  back  again.  'Flic  advantages  of  good  schools  in  Charlottesville 
and  vicinity  were  afforded  him,  and  in  his  seventeenth  year  he  went  to  Emory 
and  Henry  College,  where  ho  continued  to  graduation.  During  the  first  year 
he  sought  the  Lord  and  connected  himself  with  the  Church,  having  felt  a convic- 
tion from  the  earliest  childhood  that  he  was  to  preach.  lie  resisted  these  feel- 
ings, and  engaged  in  the  business  of  teaching.  After  marriage,  and  the  lapse 
of  six  years,  whilst  in  charge  of  Higginbotham  Academy,  at  Amherst  Court- 
house, a pervasive  revival,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  M.  L.  Bishop,  assisted  by 
Dr.  J.  E.  Edwards  and  Rev.  D.  P.  Wills,  took  place.  The  preaching  was  in- 
fluential, and  some  fifty  professions  was  the  result.  Mr.  Watts  and  two  others 
were  induced,  under  the  influence  of  this  meeting,  to  enter  the  ministry.  He 
was  licensed  in  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Amherst  Circuit  by  Dr.  Rosser  on 
Saturday  before  the  third  Sabbath  in  January,  1857 — a day  memorable  on 
account  of  a snow  storm  unsurpassed  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitants. 
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lie  joined  the  Virginia  Conference  that  fall  and  was  sent  to  Orange  Circuit, 
where  he  labored  two  years,  during  the  first  of  which  his  wife  died.  In  1859 
he  was  sent  to  Loudoun,  remaining  two  years;  in  1861,  to  Warrenton.  After 
a stay  of  three  months  he  fell  back  with  Johnson’s  army,  and,  with  his  two 
daughters,  continued  in  Amherst,  preaching,  teaching  and  working  on  a farm 
for  support  until  the  Conference  of  1865.  lie,  having  been  married  the  sec- 
ond time,  was  sent  to  Albemarle,  and  remained  four  years;  then  to  Madison 
four  years;  afterwards  sent  to  Albemarle  four  years.  lie  served  Greene,  Bates- 
vi  11c*,  Bedford,  Brunswick,  Prospect,  Bedford  Springs,  jSTelson,  where  he  is 
serving  his  fourth  year. 


REV.  SAMUEL  S.  LAMBETIi,  D.  D. 

Dr.  Lambeth  is  endowed  with  rare  and  quick  parts,  and  excels  in  the  versa- 
tility of  his  genius.  lie  is  welcomed  to  the  lecture-platform  with  applause. 
His  gift  in  public  prayer  is  exceptional.  The  colleges  call  for  him  to  address 
their  graduates.  lie  is  enjoyed  at  great  dinners  more  than  the  dessert.  His 
sermons  are  often  gems,  and  the  Conference  conscripts  him  for  service  as  a 
superior  scribe. 

The  pulpit,  however,  is  the  throne  of  his  power.  He  prepares  his  discourses 
with  assiduity  and  taste.  They  are  delivered  in  voice  tuneful,  resonant,  and 
clear  as  silver  bell  smitten  by  mallet  of  velvet.  His  manners  in  the  pulpit  befit 
the  sacred  place.  The  conduct  of  the  services  is  grave,  orderly  and  impressive. 
There  is  blending  of  dignity  and  grace.  His  sermons  are,  in  the  main,  written, 
lie  gathers  richest  woof  and  weaves  it  into  a cloth  of  gold.  It  is  the  fewest 
hearers  that  discover  the  presence  of  manuscript  in  the  desk,  it  is  read  with  such 
ease  and  liberty.  Often  the  theme  is  expanded  or  condensed  without  regard  to 
the  lines  on  the  page  and  without  a break  in  the  flow  of  elegant  diction.  The 
pen  is  his  slave,  not  his  master,  for  it  is  unusual  to  find  a person  so  happy  in  an 
off-hand  speech. 

I)r.  Lambeth,  in  stature,  ranks  with  the  late  Dean  Stanley,  or  the  author  of 
“I. alia  Rookli.  He  has  much  of  the  social  graces  of  Moore  as  well  as  of  his  bril- 
liancy. Time  has  touched  with  furred  feet  as  it  passed  over  him,  leaving  no 
dee^)  wrinkle  on  cheek  or  furrow  on  brow. 

Dr.  Lambeth  has  served  the  chief  church  in  several  of  our  cities.  He  has 
made  many  college  orations  for  literary  societies.  He  is  a trustee  of  Randolph- 
M aeon  < Allege.  He  is  a native  of  Biehmond,  Virginia- — born  February  1,  1838. 
He  had  godly  parents  and  early  religious  instruction  at  home  and  in  Sunday 
school.  1 1 is  educational  advantages'  were  unusually  good,  spending  years  in 

classic  schools  in  his  native  city  and  afterward  a student  at  Randolph-Macon. 
His  honorary  title  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  upon  him  in  June,  1S88, 
by  Washington  and  Lee  University. 

In  1855  he  connected  himself  with  Centenary  church,  Richmond.  He  re- 
ceived theological  instruction  at  Randolph-Macon  from  Chaplain  (now  Bishop) 
Gi'f  inberv  and  from  Dr.  William  A.  Smith.  He  began  as  local  preacher  in  1856, 
and  joined  the  Virginia  Conference  in  1857.  He  has  remained  in  the  pastorate, 
excepting  tin*  Conference  year  ’92-’93,  when  he  was  on  the  superannuated  list. 
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ever  since,  serving1  circuits  and  stations,  lie  has  been  an  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Virginia  Conference  for  twenty-seven  years. 

lie  lias  been  twice  married — in  1850,  to  Hiss  Alice  IT.  Graham;  in  1870,  to 
Miss  Virginia  .!.  Parker,  by  whom  be  has  three  children. 

He  is  now  the  pastor  of  Liberty-Street  church,  Berkley,  Virginia. 


REV.  JAMES  POWELL  GARLAND,  A.  1L,  D.  D. 

Dr.  Garland  is  wanting  in  nothing  that  makes  up  a model  of  physical  grace 
and  manly  form.  His  face  is  Grecian,  and  would  invite  the  chisel  of  the  sculp- 
tor. He  is  tall  and  erect,  without  any  lordliness  of  look  or  carriage.  If  we 
are  not  in  error,  there  is  some  of  the  Pocahontas  blood  in  bis  veins.  The  tinge 
of  olive,  the  straight,  raven  hair,  the  upright  bearing,  the  continence  of  words, 
are  the  croppings  out  of  Indian  traits.’  liis  manner  is  easy  and  quiet,  lie  does 
not  aspire  to  the  chief  place  in  conversation.  lie  is  never  guilty  of  monologue  in 
company,  with  or  without  Hashes  of  silence.  Ilis  observations,  however,  are 
pithy,  and  sometimes  of  subtle  humor,  perhaps  with  gentle  satire — a lancet  dip- 
ped in  chloroform,  lie  is  possessed  of  the  gifts  and  graces,  as  speaker,  student 
and  pastor,  that  command  the  first  places  in  the  Conference. 

He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Meredith  and  Mildred  Jordan  Garland,  and  was 
born  in  Amherst  county,  Virginia,  November  !),  1835.  His  parents  being  mem- 
bers of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  he  was  reared  under  its  influence  and 
received  from  it  his  early  religious  impressions,  lie  made  a public  profession 
of  religion  during  a revival  conducted  by  Methodist  ministers  and  held  in  an 
Kpiscopal  church  in  his  native  county.  This  was  the  first  revival  of  religion 
under  1 lit*  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Church  he  had  ever  witnessed,  and  he  at 
once  joined  that  Church.  He  very  soon  became  exercised  on  the  subject  of  a 
call  to  the  ministry,  but  continued  to  prosecute  bis  studies,  at  that  time  attending 
Higginbotham  Academy,  in  Amherst  county,  and  afterwards  completing  his 
education  at  Emory  and  Henry  College,  at  which  institution  he  graduated  in 
1857.  Returning  from  college,  he  immediately  commenced  the  study  of  law, 
intending  to  make  that  the  profession  of  his  life.  He  continued,  however,  to  be 
greatly  exercised  on  the  subject  of  entering  the  ministry,  and  finally  abandoned 
the  law,  was  licensed  to  preach,  and  received  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Annual 
Conference  at  its  session  in  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  November,  1858. 

During  this  year  he  married  Miss  Lucy  V.  Braxton,  of  Fredericksburg,  Vir- 
ginia. From  the  Conference  in  Portsmouth,  1858,  he  was  sent  in  charge  of 
Appomattox  Circuit.  IBs  ministry  on  this  circuit  was  attended  by  extensive 
revivals,  resulting  in  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  conversions.  His  second 
year  was  in  charge  of  Cumberland  Circuit,  which  was  also  blessed  with  a gra- 
cious revival  work.  In  18(50  he  was  sent  to  Fincastle,  at  that  time  embraced 
in  the  Virginia  Conference.  Here  he  was  returned  the  second  year,  and  in  the 
following  August  formally  resigned  his  charge  and  entered  the  Confederate 
army  as  chaplain  of  the  Fifty-second  regiment  of  Virginia  infantry,  then  under 
the  command  of  General  Poring,  in  the  Valley  of  the  Kanawha.  He  remained 
with  this  regiment  until  the  following  winter,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Forty-ninth  regiment,  Virginia  infantry,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  and  was 


< i1 . I iol<?  r,  . I i ' -1  ’ll  '.)(  '■  1 

" . f-'  ' 

’ 


REV.  WILLIAM  G.  STARR,  D.  D. 


SKETCHES  AND  PORTE  AITS  OF  TIIE  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. 


57 


present  at  the  buttles  of  Chancellorsville,  Winchester,  Gettysburg,  the  Wilder- 
ness, Spotsvlvania  Courthouse,  Gold  Harbor  and  other  engagements.  In  the 
fall  of  1804,  on  account  of  ill  health,  he  resigned  the  chaplaincy  and  was  ap- 
pointed in  charge  of  Amherst  Circuit,  where  he  remained  four  years.  In  No- 
vember, 180s,  he  was  appointed  to  Ninth-Street  church,  Manchester,  and  then 
to  Trinity,  Richmond,  remaining  at  each  of  these  stations  two  years,  each  being 
blessed  with  gracious  revivals.  From  Richmond  he  Avas  sent  to  Portsmouth,  in 
charge  of  what  Avas  then  known  as  1 limviddie-Street  Station.  Here  he  remained 
four  years,  during  which  time  he  projected  and  completed  Monumental  church, 
as  a memorial  of  Robert  Williams,  the  pioneer  of  Methodism  in  the  South. 
From  Portsmouth  he  was  sent  to  Petersburg,  in  charge  of  Market-Street  Station, 
and  remained  four  years.  Here  his  ministry  Avas  attended-  Avitli  revivals  and 
valuable  additions  to  the  Church.  From  Petersburg,  in  1880,  he  Avas  made 
Presiding  Flder  of  Randolph-Macon  District.  Under  his  administration  the 
district  enjoyed  very  marked  prosperity.  While  on  this  district  his  Avife  died, 
and,  on  account  of  domestic  considerations,  he  asked  to  be  removed  at  the  expi- 
ration of  two  years.  In  1882  he  Avas  sent  in  charge  of  the  Lynchburg  District, 
where  he  remained  four  years.  In  1885  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity  was  conferred  on  him  by  Emory  and  Henry  College.  In  May,  1884, 
he  married  Miss  Xarcissa  E.  Dillard,  of  Lynchburg,  Ya.  In  1886  he  Avas 
appointed  to  the  Richmond  District;  in  1890,  to  the  Lynchburg  District;  in 
1894,  Norfolk  District  ; in  1898,  to  the  West  Richmond  District,  and  in  1899, 
to  Richmond  District,  Avlierc  he  is  serving  his  second  year.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  General  Conference  at  its  sessions  at  St.  Louis,  Memphis,  and 
Baltimore. 

After  this  sketch  Avas  in  type,  Mrs  Garland  died  suddenly  in  the  parsonage 
at  Hampton  ( Avlierc  she  Avas  visiting  the  Rev.  J.  Sidney  Peters  Avitli  her  hus- 
band) of  congestion  of  the  lungs  after  an  illness  of  an  hour.  It  is  Avithin 
guarded  speech  to  say  that  she  had  a distinct  superiority  in  her  sphere  as  the 
Avife  of  a minister.  The  SAveetest  virtues  of  the  hearthstone  and  home  altar 
clustered  around  her  beautiful  career.  She  is  lamented  bv  a Avide  circle. 


REV.  MAJOR  SAMUEL  COLONNA,  SR. 

Without  a break  this  sturdy  soldier  of  the  great  Captain  hits  stood  to  “Atten- 
tion” on  the  Ides  of  (‘very  November  from  1858  to  1900,  and  received  the  com- 
mand of  a field-marshal  of  the  Southern  Methodists  Avliere  to  assault  the  lines  of 
Satan.  And  Colonna  at  once  moved  against  the  works  of  the  evil  one.  Such, 
in  short  compass,  is  the  noble  record.  We  may  be  sure  there  is  system,  enter- 
prise, success. 

'There  is  self-poise,  clear  vision,  and  nerve  in  Colonna.  He  has  settled  con- 
victions. lie  is  not  of  the  Avillow.  His  mind  is  made  up;  there  is  no  haze  in 
the  air.  He  scrutinizes  every  question.  He  finds  the  kernel,  lie  glorifies  his 
theme.  He  is  a safe  leader  and  wise  counselor.  He  expounds  with  force  and 
lucidity.  The  threads  of  his  Avork  never  ravel  out.  lie  has  a striking  face 
and  fine  presence.  He  is  a keen  observer  of  men  and  things.  There  is  in  him 
the  material  for  a rich  volume  on  itinerant  life.  II is  memory  catches  in 
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clear  imagery,  like  the  lens  of  the  camera,  whatever  passes  before  it.  ITis 
powers  of  reproducing  the  scenes  and  sayings  of  past  years  is  remarkable.  Few" 
can  surpass  him  in  delineation  of  the  odd  characters  he  has  met.  The  idiom 
and  tones  can  he  repeated  in  the  narration.  To  a platform  speaker  this  gift  is 
invaluable.  Mr.  Colonna  could  have  achieved  rare  popularity  on  the  hustings. 

The  name  of  Colonna  is  that  of  a princely  house  of  Italy,  with  a renowned 
record  in  the  by-gone  centuries  and  of  great  prominence  now.  JSTr.  Colonna 
does  not  concern  himself  about  that  fact,  and  would  dismiss  any  thought  of  it 
with  good-humored  indifference  if,  as  now,  brought  to  his  attention. 

Major  Samuel  Colonna,  third  son  and  youngest  child  of  Rev.  William  P.  and 
Sarah  J ).  Colonna,  was  born  June  17,  1833,  in  Northampton  county,  Va.,  and 
was  educated  at  .Margaret  Academy,  in  the  adjoining  comity  of  Accomac.  Mov- 
ing to  .Norfolk  a short  time  after  leaving  school,  he  became  a regular  attendant 
upon  divine  worship  at  the  Cumberland  Street  Methodist  church,  where  he  pro- 
fessed religion  under  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Nelson  Head.  Mr.  Colonna  cannot 
remember  the.  period  when  he  did  not  feel  that  to  preach  the  Gospel  would  and 
must  he  his  life-work.  lie  was  licensed  an  exhorter  by  Rev.  Frank  Stanley,  in 
November,  1857,  and  in  a few  days  thereafter  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the 
Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Granby  Street  Methodist  church,  Norfolk.  lie 
moved  bis  membership  to  that  charge  for  that  purpose — the  fourth  Quarterly 
Conference  of  his  own  church,  Cumberland  Street,  having  been  held.  lie 
traveled  the  first  year  under  the  Presiding  Elder  on  the  Hertford  Circuit.  He 
joined  the  Conference  in  November,  1858,  and  was  sent  as  the  junior  preacher 
to  the  Princess  Anne  Circuit,  embracing  at  that  time  seventeen  appointments: 
1 S5!),  Eastville  Circuit.  At  the  Conference  of  ISGO-’Gl  he  was  appointed  to 
the  Dorchester  charge,  Maryland— —being  the  first  minister  from  the  Virginia 
Conference  to  that  field.  One  entire  church  from  the  Philadelphia  Conference, 
without  the  loss  of  a member,  united  with  the  circuit.  The  war  prevented  his 
attending  the  Conference  of  1801.  He  was  appointed  to  the  same  charge  of 
Dorchester,  Maryland.  When  the  time  of  the  next  Conference  drew  near — 
November,  1802 — he  considered  the  best  route  to  attend.  The  Federal  army 
had  cut  off  all  regular  communications.  With  a letter  from  Governor  Ilieks, 
of  Maryland,  he  applied  to  Mr.  Seward  for  a permit  to  pass ; but  he  was  politely 
told  that  in  two  weeks  travel  would  be  as  easy*  to  Richmond  as  to  Baltimore. 
Mr.  Colonna  did  not  trust  much  to  Mr.  Seward’s  prediction,  and  arranged  a 
route  for  himself  not  laid  down  on,  any  schedule.  Mr.  Colonna,  in  an  open 
boat,  sailed  on  a dark  night  down  and  across  the  broad  Chesapeake  Bay,  seventy- 
five  miles,  binding  in  Lancaster  county,  on  the  main  Virginia  shore,  early  next 
morning.  How  he  made  his  way  to  Richmond  through  thronging  difficulties  is 
a thrilling  story.  He  was  put  in  charge  of  Surrv  Circuit.  He  served  the  fol- 
lowing appointments:  ISOO-’GT,  Prince  George;  isGT-’GG,  Smithficld;  18G6- 

’G8,  Northampton,  X.  ( ; ISGS-’TO,  Gates,  N.  C. ; 1870-’72,  Hertford,  N.  C. ; 
ls72-’7G,  Dorchester,  Mil.;  187 G-’ 77,  Pascpiotank,  X.  C. ; 1877-’81,  Middlesex; 
1 8.81 -’S5,  North  Southampton;  18S5-’SG,  Westmoreland;  1886-’90,  Hanover ; 
1890-’94,  South  Norfolk;  189-F’98,  Boykin’s.  At  the  Conference  of  1898  he 
was  assigned  to  Bonn’s,  serving  that  charge  from  1898  to  the  Conference  of 
1900,  at  which  session  he  was  returned  for  the  church  year  1900-’01. 

lie  married  Miss  Briggs,  of  Sussex  county,  in  1SG7 — a lady  of  rare  piety, 
intelligence,  and  beauty.  She  died  in  1883,  leaving  five  children.  In  1888 
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lie  married  Miss  Alice  Howe,  an  accomplished  lady,  endowed  with  superior  ad- 
vantages <>1  personal  charms  of  mind  and  person. 

)Ir.  ( 'olonna  is  honored  by  a son  in  the  sacred  cohort — a refined,  scholarly 
gentleman,  whose  loyalty  to  high  aims  and  a distinct  consecration  illustrates  the 
choicest  type  of  Methodism. 


REV.  WILLIAM  E.  ALLEN. 

In  lower  Southsidc  Virginia  and  in  the  adjoining  district  in  North  Carolina 
the  name  of  Allen  is  as  an  ointment  poured  forth.  Ilis  success  in  winning  souls 
and  building  up  the  Church  has  had  its  reward  in  the  wide  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held,  lie  has  the  elements  that  furnish  forth  the  best  style  of  the  itinerant — 
discretion,  energy,  and  consecration.  He  excels  both  in  expounding  and  in 
conducting  the  business  of  the  Church.  His  face  challenges  confidence.  The 
people  love  him.  The  story  of  Air.  Allen  is  of  a boy  whose  mother’s  influence 
from  the  cradle  touched  and  turned  him  towards  religion.  In  the  first  edition 
of  these  Sketches  he  has  paid  her  a beautiful  tribute. 

He  was  born  September  60,  1835.  Though  converted,  Air.  Allen  did  not 
join  the  Church  till  three  years  after  the  happy  event.  His  name  was  put  on 
the  register  in  Suffolk  in  1851.  He  struggled  against  his  call  to  the  ministry 
and,  like  donah,  fled  from  duty,  but  came  back  penitent  and  purposed  to  obey 
God.  In  1856  he  was  licensed,  in  Gates  Circuit,  to  preach.  He  traveled  under 
the  Elder  the  first  year.  Next  year  he  went,  as  junior,  to  Alecklenburg  Cir- 
cuit, and  his  confusion  and  dismay  at  his  first  attempt  in  the  pulpit  are  affecting 
at  this  distance  of  time.  It  was  a repetition  of  the  break-down  of  the  late 
Dr.  Duncan,  when  a bov-preacher,  attempting  a sermon  in  the  same  section. 

In  185!)  Air.  Allen  was  received  on  trial  in  the  Virginia  Conference.  In 
1800  he  went  in  charge  of  Coalfield;  in  1861,  to  Northampton,  N.  C.  Here 
serious  illness  smote  him  and  his  wife  (formerly  Aliss  Gregory,  whom  he  mar- 
ried in  1801),  and  she  suddenly  died.  He  was  faint  and  feeble,  but  wrought 
on  Bertie  in  1802.  The  country  in  Surry  and  Isle  of  Wight  at  that  time 
was  ruined  by  war.  Air.  Allen  worked  amid  the  confusion,  of  the  times  and 
the  poverty  of  the  hand  as  best  he  could,  and  bravely,  too,  laboring  with  his 
own  hands  through  the  week  and  speaking  to  the  people  on  Sabbaths.  God  blessed 
the  service,  despite  the  agitations  and  sorrow  of  those  evil  days.  In  1805  he 
gave  himself  to  the  ministry  in  Gates,  where  the  waste  of  war  was  seen  every- 
where. And  this  genuine  apostle  of  Jesus,  the  Lord,  has  continued  to  serve 
his  own  generation,  by  the  will  of  God,  on  station  and  circuit,  with  the  Holy 
Ghost  testifying  to  his  good  deeds  by  Converting  hundreds  under  his  ministry. 

He  married  Miss  Holloman,  of  Isle  of  Wight,  in  1803,  and  after  her  death 
he  married,  in  1875,  Aliss  Briggs. 

Air.  Allen  dwells  in  the  love  and  hearts  of  his  brethren  and  fellow-workers, 
and  thousands  on  thousands  in  our  Alethodism  pronounce  his  name  with  affec- 
tion. lie  has  been  an  apostle  to  Soufchside  Virginia  and  Eastern  North  Caro- 
lina. Ilis  virtues  and  works  are  embalmed  in  the  gratitude  of  the  people. 

He  has  closed  forty-two  years  in  “serving  his  own  generation  by  the  will  of 
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God.”  At  the  Conference  of  1900,  Bishop  Duncan  committed  to  this  practical, 
seasoned,  sterling  man  of  God  the  Windsor  parish. 

In  a mellow  and  beautiful  letter  to  the  author,  this  noble  veteran  utters 
genuine  Christian  sentiments:  Ain  glancing  back  over  these  eventful  decades, 

in  which  gladness  and  sadness  have  been  so  divinely  blended,  I can  say,  with  a 
degree  of  jov  that  words  will  not  convey: 

“ 'Here  I’ll  raise  mine  Ebenezer, 

Hither,  by  Thy  help.  I’m  come. 

And  1 hope,  by  Thy  good  pleasure, 

Safely  to  arrive  at  home!’ 

My  future  career  may  be  brief  or  extended,  my  years  ahead 'few  or  many.  I 
crave  that  throughout  the  sunset  slope  1 may  ever  have  it  in  my  heart  to  sing: 

“ ‘Gladly  will  I toil  and  suffer, 

Only  let  me  walk  with  Thee.’  ” 

Such  a consecrated  life  brings  honor  to  the  sacred  band  and  blessings  to  the 
Church  of  the  living  God. 


REV.  JAMES  CARSON  WATSON. 

Among  the  preachers  of  forty  years’  standing,  and  of  a class  which  has  fur- 
nished a Bishop  and  many  useful  men,  is  James  Carson  Watson.  Tall,  thin,  of 
good  features,  with  a benevolent  but  cautious  expression,  dressed  with  precision 
and  thorough  neatness,  deliberate  in  movement,  dignified  yet  affable,  be  will 
attract  notice  in  any  company. 

Ill’s  ministry  lias  been  useful  and  fruitful.  Nothing  goes  to  pieces  in  bis 
hands.  1 loing  everything  precisely  at  the  right  time,  holding  every  interest  well 
in  hand  and  presenting  every  cause  sufficiently  and  carefully,  system  and  ex- 
actness have  characterized  his  administration,  which,  therefore,  has  no  loose 
ends,  from  the  church  register  to  the  parsonage  study.  In  the  pulpit  he  lights 
a vessel  of  beaten  oil — preaches  sound  doctrine,  clearly  and  briefly,  in  chaste  and 
pointed  style,  with  earnest  and  pleasant  manner,  but  not  with  high  fervor. 

lie  has  faithfully  served  sixteen  charges,  from  Mecklenburg  and  the  country 
around  Burkevillo  to  North  Carolina  and  the  Eastern  Shores  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland.  Failure  of  health  from  a third  attack  of  “grip”  led  him  to  fear  the 
work  might  suffer  under  his  hand.  lie  asked  release  from  active  service.  For 
forty  years  he  followed  “the  cloudy  pillar,”  and  now  awaits  by  the  river  for  the 
dividing  waters  to  the  Canaan  on  the  thither  shore.  TIis  home  is  in  Danville, 
Yu.,  where  three  of  his  sons  live. 

He  came  to  us  from  what  is  now  Baltimore  Conference  territory— born  in 
Winchester,  Virginia,  February  27,  1829;  was  married  when  received,  in  1859; 
lias  a second  wife  since  1877.  II  is  three  living  older  children  are  grown  and 
married.  II  is  first,  son  fell  a victim  during  the  yellow-fever  epidemic  of  1888 
at  Jacksonville,  Florida.  lias  two  living  sons  by  the  second  marriage. 
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1 1 o has  thus,  in  that  well-ordered  Christian  home,  felt  in  his  heart  the  deepest 
joys  and  sorrows  of  human  life.  He  can,  indeed,  “rejoice  with  them  that  do 
lcjoice,  and  weep  with  them  that  weep.”  lie  lias  always  been  a zealous  advo- 
cate of  total  abstinence,  an  uncompromising  foe  to  the  liquor  traffic,  and  may 
he  counted  on  for  any  good  word  or  work.  Elsewhere  were  these  words  writ- 
ten of  him  : 

“There  is  an  orderliness,  ease  and  effectiveness  about  Mr.  Watson.  ITis 
mind  moves  with  the  oily  glide  of  lubricated  machinery  and  the  stroke  of  a 
steam  piston.  Nothing  is  left  to  haphazard.  Matters  of  moment  and  matters 
of  seeming  smallness  receive  his  attention.  It  was  said  of  Dunning,  the  Eng- 
lish advocate,  that  he  was  not  only  a lawyer,  but  the  law.  ('arson  is  system 
itself,  lie  would  have  delighted  the  careful  and  prompt  Wesley.  TIis  charges 
grow  under  his  cultivation.  lie  feeds  the  Hock  with  choice  food  and  guards 
them  with  watchfulness.  lie  has  worldly  wisdom — wise  as  a serpent — and 

patience  towards  all  men.  There  is  marrow  in  his  ministrations,  winning  cour- 
tesies in  his  social  life  and  the  atmosphere  of  Christianity  around  him  every- 
where. lie  is  eminently  successful  in  his  calling.” 


REV.  WILLIAM  G.  STARR,  D.  T). 

In  personal  appearance  he  is  erect,  with  firm  step  and  independent  air,  as  if 
he  felt  the  blood  of  English  ancestry;  and  vet  those  who  know  him  well  tell  ns 
that  his  humility  is  as  marked  and  as  attractive  as  his  independence  of  spirit. 
In  and  out  of  the  pulpit  he  shows  the  bearing  of  a man  who  has  volunteered  to 
serve  his  Lord  with  all  his  strength  and  at  any  cost. 

As  a preacher,  he  is  original,  forcible,  fearless.  1 1 is  voice  is  pleasant,  flexible, 
penetrating.  lie  speaks  distinctly,  and  yet  so  rapidly  that  no  stenographer  can 
follow  him.  11  is  vocabulary  is  exhaustless.  Ills  style  is  nervous,  his  gesticula- 
tion artless,  but  always  expressive.  At  times,  on  the  platform,  he  is  uncon- 
sciously dramatic,  when  borne  onward  under  the  rush  of  a tempest  of  emotion. 

1 1 is  convictions  are  deep,  broad  and  abreast  of  the  times.  Such  is  the  strength 
of  his  allegiance  to  what  he  believes  to  be  right  that  he  frequently  appears  to  be 
combative  and  uncompromising;  but  he  never  courts  controversy,  and  prefers 
peace  to  war. 

He  is,  perhaps,  too  indifferent  to  public  opinion;  thinks  the  commission  of  a 
Wesleyan  itinerant  the  highest  badge  of  distinction  on  earth,  and  has  been  heard 
to  say,  “\\  it h my  credentials  as  a Methodist  preacher  in  my  hand,  I would  not 
give  one  whirl  on  my  heel  for  any  office  or  any  honor  that  could  be  conferred 
upon  me  by  either  ( ’lmrcli  or  State.’’ 

I ! is  lectures  have  added  over  ten  thousand  dollars  to  the  material  interests 
of  Southern  Methodism.  He  is  a humorous  conversationalist,  a good  pastor,  a 
warm  friend,  and  is  never  so  happy  as  when  at  work  in  an  old-fashioned  revival 
of  religion,  with  his  brethren  of  like  faith  around  him. 

After  filling  the  pulpits  of  our  chief  churches  in  the  cities,  he  was,  in  lSDJ), 
elected  President  of  Randolph-M aeon  College1,  Ya.,  his  present  position. 
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KEY.  WILLIAM  E.  EDWARDS,  A.  AL,  D.  D. 

Tho  likcnoss  of  Rev.  William  Emory  Edwards  in  the  photo-engraving  on  a 
near  page  will  arrest  the  eve  of  the  reader.  It  is  true  to  the  life.  Complexion 
fair,  with  a tinge  of  pallor;  eves  bine;  hair  very  light.  1 1 is  movements  are 
quick,  without  being  nervous  and  restless.  1 1 is  frame  is  rather  slender,  bis 
stature  a little  under  medium  height.  There  are  evident  marks  of  the  absence 
of  Li rn  1 and  robust  health,  and  vet  he  performs  his  regular  work  as  pastor  and 
preacher  without  exhaustion.  There  is  toughness  in  the  fibre,  lie  possesses 
wonderful  vitality.  He  would  he  recognized  wherever  his  father  is  known  as  the 
son  of  the  Rev.  John  E.  Edwards,  I).  I).,  to  whom  he  bears  a striking  resem- 
blance. With  less  breadth  of  chest  and  a more  prominent  nose,  he  is  a sort  of 
fac  simile,  in  mold  and  feature,  of  his -father.  Ilis  mother  was  a Miss  Clarke, 
of  Prince  Edward  county,  Virginia,  in  which  county  he  was  horn  June  10,  1812. 
Ilis  elementary  and  early  education  was  obtained  in  Richmond,  Norfolk,  Peters- 
burg and  Lynchburg — these  being  the  cities  in  which  his  father  was  stationed 
during  his  boyhood.  lie  professed  conversion  when  a little  more  than  fourteen 
years  of  age,  in  1850,  during  a revival  in  Centenary  church,  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, under  the  ministry  of  his  own  father.  From  a meagre  memorandum  from 
his  pen,  we  take  this  line.  Lie  says;  “ The  impression  which  had  followed  mefrom 
childhood,  that  1 must  preach  the  Gospel,  was  deepened  from  the  moment  of  my 
conversion,  and  fixed  my  determination  to  enter  the  ministry.” 

lie  entered  Randolph-Macon  College  in  1858,  and  after  pursuing  his  studies 
under  the  disadvantages  of  frequent  interruptions,  occasioned  by  protracted 
attacks  of  disease,  he  graduated  in  June,  1862.  The  following  November  he 
joined  the  Virginia  Annual  Conference,  at  its  session  in  Petersburg.  It  was 
during  the  war,  and  he  received  a merely  nominal  appointment.  Soon  thereafter 
he  applied  for  and  received  a chaplaincy  in  the  Confederate  army,  under  a com- 
mission, in  the  summer  of  186)3,  and  was  appointed  as  post-chaplain  at  Drewry’s 
Blurt',  which  position  he  held  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

At  the  termination  of  hostilities  he  was  called,  in  the  summer  of  1865,  to  take 
the  pastoral  oversight  of  all  that  remained  of  the  old  Dimviddic  Street  charge, 
in  Portsmouth,  Virginia.  Tie  found  the  church  edifice  in  ashes,  the  congrega- 
tion scattered,  the  membership  disbanded  and  the  church  register  in  the  custody 
of  a preacher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  North.  By  dint  of  effort,  he 
succeeded  in  rallying  a few  of  the  disheartened,  not  to  say  demoralized,  old 
Methodists,  enrolled  their  names,  and  thus  secured  the  nucleus  of -a  church 
organization.  Through  the  kindness  and  Christian  courtesy  of  the  authorities, 
he  obtained  the  ust*  of  what  was  then  known  as  the  Second  Presbyterian  church 
as  a place  of  worship.  By  the  close  of  the  Conference  year,  the  station  was  put 
upon  a footing  to  receive  a regular  pastor. 

At  the  Conference  of  1865  Mr.  Edwards  was  appointed  to  the  Manchester 
Station,  where  he  remained  two  years,  gaining  a strong  hold  oil  the  affections 
of  his  people  and  rendering  valuable  service  to  the  Church.  lie  was  then 
appointed,  for  1867-’S,  to  Charlottesville.  In  186!)  he  was  in  Earmville,  and 
then  two  years  at  Centenary,  Lynchburg,  where  his  labors  were  crowned  with 
success.  At  the  Conference  of  1N72  he  was  appointed  to  the  Granby  Street 
charge,  Norfolk,  Virginia.  Here  he  remained  for  four  years,  intrenching  him- 
self in  the  love  and  esteem  of  his  charge  and  halving  it  in  a prosperous  condition. 
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From  Granbv  Street  lie  was  sent  to  Monumental  church,  in  Portsmouth,  Vir- 
ginia. Iiis  labors  were  eminently  blessed  in  this  charge.  A revival  of  almost 
unparalleled  interest  occurred  in  INTO,  in  which  a hundred  souls  were  converted 
in  tin1  brief  space  of  ten  or  twelve  days,  lie  has  since  served  the  great  eliurc lies 
in  our  child’  cities  to  their  edification,  while  widening  the  zone  of  admiration  for 
his  pastoral  fidelity  and  pulpit  powers.  In  1890,  Dr.  Edwards  was  elected  to 
tin*  chair  of  Moral  Philosophy  and  Biblical  Literature  at  Randolph-Macon 
( ’ollcge,  which  position  lie  fills  with  credit  and  ability. 

Rev.  William  E.  Edwards  is  a student,  lie  uses  his  pen  much,  not  only  in 
the  preparation  of  his  sermons,  hut  also  for  the  press.  lie  is  the  reputed  author 
of  a volume  which  has  won  favor  among  a class  of  readers  who 
confer  honor  by  admission  of  merit  in  “John  Newton:  A Tale  of 

College  life  in  Virginia.”  His  discourses  give  proof  of  careful  and 
wide  investigation.  II  is  matter  is  well  winnowed  and  set  on  paper  in 
order  and  at  length,  and  yet  he  never  uses  notes  or  manuscript  in  the  pulpit, 
lie  possesses  a philosophical  cast  of  mind.  Iiis  discussions,  however,  are  never 
dry  and  prosy.  Iiis  imagination  is  a strong  factulty  in  his  mental  endowments. 
Passages  of  rare  beauty  and  impassioned  eloquence  ornament  and  coruscate  in 
his  discourses.  Withal,  he  is  modest  almost  to  diffidence,  shrinking  from  any 
display  of  his  “shining  arms.”  As  a pastor,  he  is  diligent,  and  wins  the  respect 
and  affection  of  his  flock.  With  each  year  there  is  an  added  ring  to  the  circle 
of  his  growth  in  culture  and  a steady  progress  and  development  in  all  the  ele- 
ments that  crown  the  man  of  mark.  If  his  slender  frame  does  not  yield  to  the 
pressure  of  mental  exertions  and  the  tax  of  pastoral  service,  a future  charged 
with  enduring  usefulness  to  the  Church  and  of  honor  to  himself  lies  ahead. 

He  was  ordained  Deacon  in  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  by  Bishop  Early  in  1864; 
and  Elder  by  Bishop  Pierce,  at  Xorfolk,  in  1866.  He  has  been  twice  married, 
and  has  the  usual  heritage  of  a Methodist  preacher — a houseful  of  children. 

Dr.  Edw  ards  inculcates  the  Gospel  by  sermons  rich  in  research,  freighted  with 
high  thought  and  uttered  in  speech  chaste,  strong,  crystal.  Everywhere  his 
manner  of  life  adorns  his  vocation.  The  hearing  of  a Christian  gentleman  seems 
to  he  an  intuition  rather  than  a habit.  It  is  the  white  flower  of  a stainless  life. 
His  aims  are  elevated  and  single.  He  would  have  ordered  the  flagon  of  water 
from  his  own  parched  lips  to  the  soldier  near  by  on  the  battle-field. 


REV.  WESLEY  CHILDS  VADEX,  A.  M. 

Mr.  Vaden  is  rather  handsome  in  face  and  feature.  He  stands  a little  above 
ordinary  height  in  stature;  his  hair  is  dark  and  his  eyes  correspond  in  color 
with  his  hair;  the  expression  of  his  face,  in  repose,  is  rather  of  the  pensive, 
serious  cast,  hut  breaks  readily,  under  the  slightest  touch  of  genial  emotion, 
into  a rippling  smile  that  lights  up  his  countenance  with  sparkling  vivacity.  Iiis 
face  is  long  rather  than  broad,  and  his  features  are  in  harmony  with  his  face, 
Lis  nose  being  prominent  and  of  classic  mold;  his  complexion  is  sallow,  rather 
than  bright  and  ruddy;  his  form  is  slender,  hut  lithe  and  pliant;  his  voice,  in 
conversation,  is  soft,  Imt  has  volume  and  compass  in  animated  speaking.  In  his 
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subdued  utterances  i hero  is  rather  a tender,  pathetic  tone.  1 1 is  manners  are 
suave  and  winning',  and  his  sentiments  of  mind  and  heart  are  in  beautiful  accord 
with  his  physical  cast  and  features.  An  ideal  portrait  ot  him  would  represent 
a man  on  whose  face  the  word  "student"  is  legibly  written,  lie  is  seated  at  a 
table*  with  a Iiible  before  him,  and  near  him  is  a shelf  full  of  choice  books.  Pen- 
cil in  hand,  he  is  ready  to  note  the  various  points  of  a text  its  they  appear  under 
his  careful  analysis. 

lie  is  gifted  in  other  ways,  but  God  seems  to  have  made  him  for  a preacher. 
Few  among  ns  arc*  his  equals  in  getting  at  the  pith  and  point  of  the  word  of  God 
and  presenting  them  in  clear  and  pleasing  English.  Dr.  Rafferty  says  of  him: 

"Mr.  Yaden  is  the  Fletcher  of  the  Conference — a devout  man  and  a scholar. 
In  arguments  for  Methodist  docctrine  he  chloroforms  by  Christian  courtesy 
before  removing  the  roots  of  error.  He  is  a man  of  books.  11  is  sermons  are 
the  sifted  and  bolted  products  of  choice,  honest  and  careful  grinding.  They 
will  pass  inspection.  They  are  attractive  and  edifying,  lie  has  been  a success- 
ful college  president  and  a contributor  to  our  literature.  In  social  life  he  is 
honored  for  his  acquirements  and  loved  for  a spotless  Christian  character.  lie 
is  popular  in  the  Church  and  the  Conference.” 

Wesley  ( 'hi Ids  Yaden  was  born  in  Chesterfield  county,  Yirginia,  on  April 
2, ‘5,  IMF  He  was  baptized  in  infancy  by  Rev.  John  W.  Childs,  after  whom  he 
was  named  ; was  converted  and  received  into  the  Church  in  the  year  1854,  under 
the  ministry  of  Row  Robert  T.  Nixon;  became  fully  impressed  in  the  year  1857 
with  his  duty  to  preach;  entered  Ran dol ] >1  l-M aeon  College  in  1858  (spring 
term),  and  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  the  year  1861.  In  November 
following  he  joined  the  Yirginia  Conference  at  its  session  in  Norfolk,  Bishop 
Andrew  presiding.  In  the  year  1863,  while  stationed  in  Clarksville,  Yirginia, 
he  was  elected  President  of  the  Clarksville  Female  Institute,  and  remained  in 
charge  of  this  flourishing  school  until  the  session  of  the  Yirginia  Conference  in 
1865,  when  he  was  appointed  President  of  the  Danville  Female  College — an 
institution  under  the  patronage  of  the  Conference. 

On  the  first  day  of  February,  1866,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sallie  F.  Crowder,  daughter  of  Mr.  A.  I>.  Crowder,  of  Mecklenburg  county, 
Yirginia,  Row  William  A.  Smith,  D.  D.,  officiating.  On  the  same  day  he  began 
his  duties  as  President  of  the  College  to  which  he  had  been  previously  chosen. 

Although  he  entered  this  new  field  under  difficulties  well  calculated  to  dis- 
hearten— by  many  regarded  insurmountable— and  under  the  immediate  shadow 
of  a flourishing  rival  institution,  his  efforts  were  so  far  crowned  with  success 
that,  in  1S67-’6S,  two  years  after  the  commencement  of  his  labors,  he  reported 
ninety-three  matriculates  and  eight  professors  and  teachers — a number  in  excess 
of  most  institutions  of  like  character  in  the  State.  The  fall  session  of  1868 
opened  under  even  more  favorable  auspices,  but  his  health  had  failed;  and,  hav- 
ing received,  just  at  this  time  an  advantageous  offer  for  his  interest  in  the  Col- 
lege, he  resigned  the  presidency  of  the  institution.  At  the  following  session  of 
the  Conference  (1868.),  in  accordance  with  a long-cherished  desire  of  going 
West,  lie  received  a transfer  to  the  St.  Louis  Conference;  but  finding  it  imprac- 
ticable to  remove  on  account  of  tbe  continued  ill  health  of  his  wife,  he  was  re- 
transferred to  the  Yirginia  Conference  at  its  next  session  (1860),  and  has  con- 
tinued in  it  ever  since.  Revivals,  more  or  less  extensive,  have  attended  his 
labors  in  different  fields,  and  he  has  never  served  a charge,  from  which  a request 
has  not  been  sent  for  his  return. 

At  the  session  of  tin*  Yirginia  Conference  in  November,  1896,  Mr.  Yaden 
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wsis  n ] >] >« >i n t < •(  1 Presiding  Elder  of  the  Eastern  Shore  District,  which  he  served 
with  <>,mit  success  for  two  years;  and  in  November,  1S98,  he  was  transferred  to 
the  eldership  of  the-  Portsmouth  District,  where  lie  now  labors.  As  a Presiding 
Elder,  lie  is  careful,  courteous,  firm,  sympathizing  with  his  preachers  in  their 
peculiar  trials,  and  promoting'  the  interests  of  the  charges  in  his  district  by  every 
means  in  his  power. 


KEY.  FRANC  1 S MARION  EDWARDS.. 

Mr.  Edwards  is  fortunate  in  a superior  physique.  The  image  of  his  features, 
on  a near  page,  gives  evidence  of  high  intellectual  endowments,  lie  has  a fine 
head.  And,  belter  than  these  gifts,  is  the  grace  that  grows  in  his  heart,  guides 
his  life  and  glows  in  his  ministrations.  lie  has  followed  Jesus  with  no  little 
loss  of  the  things  of  this  world,  but  the  service  has  been  a full  consecration.  The 
advantage  of  scholarly  cultivation  and  years  of  research  have  enabled  him  to 
bring  to  the  pulpit  ample  and  valuable  material.  1 1 is  sermons  are  eminently 
instructive,  and  not  defective  in  a forceful  delivery.  The  people  hear  to  edifica- 
tion and  are  moved.  They  are  built  up  in  the  faith.  Ilis  life  is  one  of  deep 
personal  religion  and  devotion  to  his  duty  and  to  his  calling.  He  works  towards 
a high  mark.  He  never  counts  the  cost  when  conscience  leads.  He  cares  to 
know  nothing  of  diplomatic  arts  or  pleasing  prophesying.  His  behavior  is  such 
as  becomes  a courtly  man  of  erudition,  yet  he  does  not  shrink  from  proclaiming 
the  whole  counsel  of  God,  though  not  in  rude  words. 

He  was  horn  at  Walnut  Hill,  in  Ring  George  county,  Virginia,  on  March  31, 
IWb.  Ilis  parents,  John  A.  and  Elizabeth  Edwards,  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  denomination.  They  were  regular  attendants  at  their  own  church,  but 
frequently  heard  Methodist  preaching.  Maternal  care  early  impressed  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  with  the  cardinal  doctrines  of  Christianity,  so  that  he  cannot 
call  to  mind  the  time  when  he  was  not  deeply  sensible  of  human  responsibility. 
Though  losing  his  mother  when  he  was  about  nine  years  old,  he  never  forgot  her 
godly  training,  lie  was  accustomed  to  read  the  Scriptures  and  to  .engage  in 
secret  prayer  at  a very  early  age,  though  he  did  not  make  a public  profession  of 
religion  until  he  had  reached  manhood.  Two  peculiarities  were  prominent  in 
his  boyhood — extreme  particularity  as  to  telling  the  truth  and  an  ardent  desire 
for  knowledge.  Scholastic  advantages,  more  than  those  afforded  in  a common 
country  school,  were,  however,  not  his  until,  by  six  years’  service  in  a store,  he 
had  gained  sufficient  funds  to  place  himself  at  a classical  academy  in  Baltimore, 
taught  by  Bov.  John  II.  Dashiel.  He  had  the  advantage,  while  attending  this 
school,  of  boarding  in  the  family  of  his  brother,  Rev.  William  B.  Edwards,  then 
pastor  of  the  Charlos-Street  church.  Leaving  this  school,  he  engaged  at  once  in 
teaching — first  in  Northumberland  county,  then  in  Lancaster,  until,  in  the  year 
1S:>3,  he  established  Piedmont  Academy,  a boarding  school  for  young  gentle- 
men. In  December,  lSf>3,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Fanny  L.  Bland,  daughter  of 
Thoodorio  Bland,  Esq.,  of  Edenton,  North  ('arolina.  lie  was  licensed,  and 
engaged  heartily  in  the  work  of  a local  preacher.  lie  was  ordained  to  deacon’s 
orders  in  due  course.  Soon  after  his  ordination  the  excitement  in  reference  to  the 
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union  ot'  tin*  1 >m lti inoi'c*  Conference  with  the  Church  South  became  absorbing. 
Mr.  Edwards  took  decided  ground  in  favor  of  fulfilling  the  pledge  of  "going 
South.'’ 

1 lie  Academy  at  Piedmont  enjoyed  a high  degree  of  prosperity  for  a number 
of  years,  until,  in  ISfiO,  it  was  thought  best  to  move  it  to  Lexington,  Virginia. 
There,  under  the  management  of  Air.  Edwards,  the  Lexington  High  School  was 
organized  with  very  favorable  prospects,  but  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  put  a 
stop  to  ils  exercises.  Removing  to  Lynchburg,  Mr.  Edwards  was  employed  in 
teaching  and  preaching.  lie  had  charge  of  Centenary  church,  during  the 
absence  of  the  regular  pastor,  for  a good  part  of  the  year  IN 02.  In  the  fall  of 
IS 03  he  was  admitted  into  the  traveling  connection  in  the  Virginia  Conference, 
ordained  elder,  and  was  appointed  as  junior  preacher  to  Centenary  church — 
afterwards  as  city  missionary,  without  pay.  While  preaching  regularly  and  dis- 
tributing religious  literature  in  the  hospitals,  he  made  a living  for  his  family 
during  those  troubulous  times  by  secular  employment,  mostly  that  of  teaching. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  he  taught  a select  school  at  a very  remunerative  salary, 
until  the  ( ’oiiference  of  .1800,  when  he  was  appointed  to  Alathews  Circuit,  where 
he  remained  four  years,  very  great  success  attending  his  ministry  and  a host 
of  friends  attesting  their  regret  at  his  departure.  In  1870  lie  was  appointed  to 
Farmville  Station,  and  in  1872  was  made  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Earmville 
District.  In  these  charges  his  wonted  zeal  and  energy  were  manifest.  During 
one  of  his  rounds  on  the  district  he  preached  forty-three  times  in  twenty-four 
consecutive  days,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  numerous  professions 
of  religion,  lie  was  popular  in  the  district.  In  1870  he  was  appointed  to  Alain- 
Street  Station,  Danville;  in  1877,  to  Albemarle  Circuit;  since  serving  Sussex 
Central,  Portsmouth,  Churchland,  AJ urf reesboro,  Chesterfield;  in  1892,  Presi- 
dent Chester  Collegiate  Institute;  in  1 894,  Boydton ; South  Boston,  1895; 
Onancoek,  his  present  charge,  in  1899.  Entrance  into  the  traveling  connection 
was  sought  only  after  long  meditation  and  prayer.  Convictions  of  duty  were 
controlling.  From  a human  standpoint,  the  sacrifice  seemed  great.  Alany 
friends  thought  it  unwise  to  leave  a large  salary  for  a very  small  one;  but  after 
reaching  the  conclusion  that  duty  required  the  step,  that  was  sufficient  to  deter- 
mine action.  Offers  of  a lucrative  position  have  since  been  declined. 

Such  in  outline  is  the  sketch  of  a rounded  and  robust  Christian  character, 
honoring  hv  the  integrity  of  his  life  the  sacred  calling  and  giving  the  authority 
of  wisdom  to  his  emhassadorship. 


REV.  TRAVIS  d.  TAYLOR. 

It  there  is  anything  either  in  descent  from  a good  ancestry  or  in  phrenological 
signs,  Travis  Taylor  started  life  with  superior  endowments.  His  head  gives 
outward  evidence  of  a large  and  well-developed  brain.  The  career  of  Mr.  Tay- 
lor gives  proof  that  there  is  a clover  composition  within  the  cranium.  He  has 
intellect,  judgment  and  religious  thriftiness.  There  is  nothing  of  narrowness 
about  him.  He  devises  large  plans,  and  works  up  to  them.  There  is  some- 
what of  the  breadth  of  the  Church  statesman  in  him.  Each  year  will  find  him 
stronger.  He  has  success. 
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He  has  a presence  engaging-,  graceful  ami  dignified.  His  body  is  in  fine  pro- 
portion, well  knit  and  firmly  poised,  lie  would  pull  the  beam  at  one  hundred 
and  sixty  pounds. 

lie  is  a discriminating  student.  11  is  sermons  are  charged  with  independent 
investigation,  lucidity  of  arrangement  and  the  propulsion  of  cumulative  rea- 
soning. lie  is  animated  in  the  pulpit,  using  gesture.  The  whirl  of  a thought 
from  the  lira  in  seems  to  leave  the  body  in  the  easy  but  striking  posture  seen 
in  classic  statuary  when  the  javelin  is  sped.  It,  is  the  eloquence  of  action. 

.Mr.  Taylor  has  had  noteworthy  success  in  the  erection  of  churches.  The 
sermon,  well  conceived  and  forcefully  delivered,  is  only  an  aliquot  part  of  his 
prowess  and  powers.  The  genius  for  affairs  is  his.  Among  the  people  he  has 
the  magnetism  of  leadership  and  the  gift  of  arousing  the  communities  till  the 
people  have  a mind  to  work.  God’s  synagogues  are  the  honors  seen  of  men  to 
his  praise.  An  all-rounded  .Methodist  minister,  and  of  priceless  value  to  the 
( 'lmrch. 

He  is  the  son  of  Robert  Garter  and  .Marv  Evelyn  Taylor,  and  was  born  at 
Burwell’s  Hay,  Isle  of  Wight  county,  Ya.,  on  .May  1G,  1845.  His  father,  son 
of  Travis  Taylor,  was  born  in  Isle  of  Wight  county,  Va. ; his  mother,  daughter 
of  Rev.  James  1).  Edwards,  was  born  in  Surry  county,  Ya.  On  his  mother’s 
side  six  ministers  have  been  furnished  to  Virginia  Methodism. 

He  was  converted  and  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1SGG,  and  was  appointed  in  a few  weeks  leader  of  a class.  On  May  18, 
1807,  he  received  license  from  the  hand  of  Rev.  E.  P.  Wilson,  Presiding  Elder, 
to  exercise  his  gifts  as  an  exhorter.  November  2,  18G7,  he  was  licensed  as  a 
local  preacher,  and  a few  days  after  essayed  to  preach. 

In  November,  1807,  he  was  received  on  trial,  and  sent  to  King  William  Cir- 
cuit, where  he  remained  for  two  years,  after  which  he  served  successively  some 
of  the  most  important  circuits  and  stations  in  the  Conference,  among  them 
being  Dimviddie,  Bedford  Springs,  Appomattox,  Prospect,  South  Norfolk  and 
Smithtield  and  Bonn’s  circuits.  Mr.  Taylor  has  been  pastor  of  Wright  Me- 
morial, Laurel  Street  and  Calvary,  North  Danville,  where  he  is  now  entering 
upon  the  fourth  year  of  a most  successful  pastorate.  W herever  he  has  gone  suc- 
cess has  invariably  attended  his  labors.  Redoes  not  lack  the  highest  credentials  of 
his  noble  calling,  for  he  has  many  ‘‘seals  to  his  ministry  and  souls  for  his  hire.” 
He  is  much  beloved  by  all  his  parishioners,  and  is  gentle  and  kind  to  all.  He 
perhaps  exemplifies  the  doctrines  of  Christ,  his  Saviour,  as  well  as  any  man 
in  Southern  Methodism.  Few  men  have  lived  a more  exalted  life  than  he.  In 
all  respects,  he  is  without  reproach,  having  sought  throughout  his  career  to 
“avoid  even  the  appearance  of  evil.”  As  a pastor,  he  has  endeared  himself  to 
thousands  of  our  people  from  the  foot-hills  of  the  Blue  Ridge  to  the  seaboard. 
Quite  a number  of  the  young  ministers  of  our  Conference  were  brought  to 
Christ  under  his  ministry  and  gladly  acknowledge  him  as  their  spiritual  father. 
His  how  abides  in  strength,  and  the  years  have  passed  over  him  with  furred 
feet.  There  is  no  sign  of  declining  health,  and  his  work  is  done  with  the  same 
zest  as  in  the  early  days  of  his  ministry.  The  Church  should  receive  a score 
of  year’s  service  vet  from  this  stalwart  itinerant. 

On  May  IS,  ls70,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Campbell,  daughter  of 
Achilles  and  Elizabeth  Campbell,  of  King  William  county,  Ya. — -to  whom, 
under  God,  he  is  greatly  indebted  for  tin*  measure  of  success  which  has  attended 
his  labors. 
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REV.  WILL  TAM  A.  LAIJGIION. 

Integrity  of  diameter,  earnest  desire  to  advance  the  cause  of  Christ  and 
faithful  discharge*  of  duty  have  marked  the  career  of  Mr.  Laughon.  In  matters 
secular  or  religious,  there  is  no  shirking,  lie  served  the  Confederacy  gallantly 
and  well,  lie  never  falters  in  the  ranks  of  the  Church.  11  is  public  and  private 
conduct  wins  and  attaches  friends.  God  blesses  his  labors. 

lie  is  the  son  of  John  Wesley  and  Elizabeth  Noel  Laughon,  and  was  born  in 
Campbell  county,  Virginia,  November  1-t,  1S37.  lie  had  many  difficulties  to 
encounter.  The  death  of  his  father  and  the  humble  circumstances  of  his 
widowed  mother,  with  five  small  children,  made  it  necessary  -for  him  to  begin 
regular  work  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  age;  and  though  quite  a delicate  boy,  the 
necessity  for  his  labor  was  such  that  only  little  time  could  he  spared  him  to 
receive  instruction  in  common  country  schools.  And  when  the  war  between  the 
States  began  he,  like  many  other  true  young  men  of  the  South,  volunteered  his 
services,  and  on  August  30,  IS 02,  while  engaged  in  the  second  battle  of  Manas- 
sas, he  received  a painful  wound  in  his  right  thigh,  which  disabled  him  for  fur- 
ther field  sendee.  l!ut  his  desire  being  to  serve  his  country  as  best  he  could, 
he  willingly  took  the  place  of  a nurse  in  the  hospital  at  the  Montgomery  White 
Sulphur  Springs,  Virginia,  where  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

On  the  night  of  October  24,  18(14,  he  attended  a protracted  meeting  near  the 
hospital,  conducted  by  Rev.  Mr.  Flaherty,  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  and 
went  to  the  altar  a convicted  penitent  and  professed  conversion,  but  did  not  join 
any  church  until  September,  1SG5,  when  he  attached  himself  to  the  Methodist 
Protestant  church  in  the  neighborhood  where  he  was  raised,  and,  by  request,  was 
appointed  to  lead  a class.  October  7,  1 Still,  he  was  licensed  to  preach,  and  did 
it  acceptably  in  his  native  county,  amongst  his  relatives  and  acquaintances,  about 
one  year.  On  December  31,  1807,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sallie  Elizabeth 
West,  of  Campbell  county,  Virginia.  On  January  13,  1808,  he  went  to  Abing- 
don, Virginia,  where  Rev.  George  R.  Barr,.  I).  I).,  President  of  the  Ilolston 
Conference,  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  employed  him  to  travel  Jonesville 
Circuit,  Lee  county,  Virginia,  where  his  labors  were  blessed.  The  following 
Conference*,  in  October,  18(18,  appointed  him  to  Good  Hope  Circuit,  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Virginia,  where  he  remained  four  years,  and  did  a successful, 
satisfactory  work.  In  1872  lie  was  assigned  to  Abingdon  Station,  where  he  had 
a pleasant  charge;  but  a severe  attack  of  bronchitis  and  general  debility  caused 
him  to  give  it  up.  Lnder  the  foreboding  that  he  would  never  be  able  to  do  the 
work  of  an  itinerant  minister  again,  he  thought  it  best  to  take  his  family  to 
Missouri,  and  located  among  their  relatives,  who  had  removed  to  that  State. 
But  soon  after  he  had  pleasantly  located,  his  health  improved  so  that  he  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  return  to  the  work  of  an  itinerant  minister;  and  believing  there 
was  no  sufficient  cause  for  the  continuance  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church, 
especially  in  the  Southern  States,  he  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  was  appointed  by  Bishop  Keener  to  Pleasant  Hill  Circuit,  in  the 
Southwest  Missouri  Conference,  where  he  labored  one  year  with  much  success. 
But  his  wife's  health  became  so  delicate  that,  under  the  advice  of  her  attending 
physician,  he  asked  to  be  transferred  to  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  if  was 
granted.  At  the  Conference  in  Danville,  Virginia,  November,  187b,  lie  was 
appointed  to  Jackson  Circuit,  Bedford  county,  where*  he  labored  with  consider- 
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able  success  ft  mu1  years.  At  the  Conference  in  187!)  lie  was  appointed  to  Gooch- 
land Circuit,  where  he  labored  faithfully,  with  gratifying  success,  three  years: 
hut  the  malarial  affection  upon  him  and  his  family  in  that  charge  was  such  that 
it  was  necessary  for  them  to  he  removed,  and  at  the  Conference  in  1882  he  was 
appointed  to  Spotsylvania  Circuit,  where  their  health  greatly  improved  and  his 
success  was  such  that  it  was  the  general  wish  for  him  to  he  returned.  But  the 
request  for  his  return  to  the  Xorth  Bedford  Circuit  (formerly  Jackson  Circuit) 
was  granted,  and  ho  served  there  two  years  among  people  'who  knew  and  loved 
him  as  a true  and  tried  minister.  His  health  again  gave  away,  so  that  he  was 
advised  by  physicians  to  refrain  from  the  work  of  the  itinerancy,  which  he  de- 
cided to  do;  hut  at  the  Conference  of  1885  he  was  induced  to  accept  the  appoint- 
ment to  Madison  and  Danielstown,  where  he  was  not  so  much  exposed  to  the 
effects  of  traveling,  and,  having  other  favorable  advantages,  he  soon  became 
recuperated  and  did  two  years  of  the  most  successful  work  of  his  ministry,  which 
resulted  in  the  division  id’  that  mission  into  two  stations,  both  of  which  signified 
a desire  to  have  him  as  pastor.  He  was  appointed  to  Danielstown,  where  lie  sub- 
stantially advanced  that  charge  as  a station;  but  it  not  being  able  to  sustain  his 
growing  family,  he  was,  at  the  Conference  of  1.88S,  appointed  to  the  Fifth-Street 
church  in  Manchester,  which  lie  served  three  years  with  such  gratifying  success 
there  was  general  protest,  against  his  removal  before  he  served  the  full  limit  of 
four  years,  which,  however,  was  done  at  three  years  over  strong  protest.  The 
new  church  that  was  being  built  was  completed,  and  all  the  indebtedness  paid, 
and  many  additions  were  added  to  the  membership,  which,  by  his  judicious 
administration,  was  in  good  state  when  he  was  removed  at  the  Conference  of 
1891,  and  appointed  to  I )onny-Street  church  in  Richmond,  where  he  remained 
four  years  and  climaxed,  his  former  successes  elsewhere.  The  church  was  re- 
lieved of  a long-standing  indebtedness  and  many  improvements  were  made  that 
advanced  it  to  a favorable  comparison  with  other  desirable  stations.  A large 
number  were  added  to  the  membership,  many  of  whom  are  valuable  to  the 
church. 

This  term  of  service  broke  the  physical  strength  of  this  faithful  servant  so 
that  he  was  not  able  to  continue  in  the  regular  line  of  itinerant  work,  conse- 
quently he  was  appointed  at  the  Conference  of  1895,  with  Rev.  J.  \Y.  Stiff,  to 
West-End  and  Asbury  charge  in  Manchester,  where  failing  health  and  nervous 
prostration  caused  him  to  ask  to  be  superannuated  at  the  following  Conference, 
which  was  granted  him,  and  he  still  sustains  that  relation  to  the  Conference. 


REV.  WILLIAM  PATTESOX  WRIGHT. 

Mr.  Wright  h as  a German  cast  of  features.  ITe  is  stout,  “built  up  from  the 
ground/’  On  the  square  shoulders  is  a big  head  bulging  with  brains.  He  has 
Xapoleon  s sign  of  greatness,  a sizable  nose.  The  incidents  we  shall  presently 
relate  will  certify  that  there  is  a surplus  of  pluck  in  him.  lie  received  his  full 
share  of  bullets  during  the  war.  lie  has  read  books  to  good  purpose,  and 
thought  strongly  and  wisely  about  them.  He  does  not  dawdle  over  volumes. 
He  cracks  a book  and  cares  only  for  tlx*  kernels.  There  is  much  clarified  and 
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independent  opinion  about  him.  The  “wisdom  of  our  ancestors”  does  not 
command  his  reverence  unless  it  is  wisdom.  Me  takes  little  for  granted.  He 
must  have  a good  reason  or  Scripture  before  he  yields  assent.  He  has  a single- 
ness of  eye,  and  had  rather  he  right  than  President.  He  is  building  with  gran- 
ite. Underneath  this  robust  exterior  and  within  this  stalwart  soul  is  a tender 
heart,  brimming  with  sympathy,  sometimes  to  the  margin  of  indiscretion,  in 
behalf  of  the  lowly.  He  has  a burning  hatred  of  injustice,  and  perhaps  coun- 
sels too  little  with  prudence  in  enlisting  against  wrong.  He  is  not  a trimmer 
nor  a Demas.  The  arts  of  a Vicar  of  Bray  are  despised. 

Old  Buckingham  county,  where  he  was  born  on  May  14,  1842,  has  reason  to 
be  proud  of  him.  11  is  parents  were  Thomas  S.  and  M.  Elizabeth  Wright.  He 
was  mostly  brought  up  in  Bedford  county,  where  his  parents  resided  from  1849 
to  1SG2.  He  was  converted  in  1859  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Hartwell 
Pryor,  a local  preacher.  From  the  time  of  his  conversion  he  was  called  to  an 
active  and  public  part  in  Church  work.  He  was  made  steward,  exhorter  and 
superintendent  of  a Sunday-school  before  he  had  been  two  years  a member  of  the 
Church.  Believing  himself  called  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  well  as  by  the  Church, 
to  the  ministry,  he  set  about  supplementing  his  education,  which  had  gone  no 
further  than  what  was  taught  in  the  country  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  The 
breaking  out  of  the  war  found  him  in  the  midst  of  plans  which  he  fondly 
hoped  would  give  him  the  benefit  of  a few  years  at  Randolph-Macon  College. 
At  the  call  to  arms  he  forsook,  for  the  time,  the  idea  of  college,  and  in  April, 
1801,  enlisted  as  a soldier.  The  company  in  which  he  enrolled  and  served  be- 
came Company  F,  Twenty-eighth  Virginia  infantry,  of  Pickett’s  Division.  He 
took  part  in  most  of  the  battles  fought  by  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia — 
Lee’s  army,  lie  was  wounded  at  Gaines’  Mill,  in  the  seven  days’  fighting 
around  Richmond,  and  was  wounded  seriously  at  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg. 
This  wound  disqualified  him  for  service  in  the  field  for  more  than  a year.  He 
was  wounded  a third  time  at  Cold  Harbor,  not  very  far  distant  from  where  he 
shed  his  first  blood  in  the  Confederate  cause.  This  wound,  at  first  apparently 
serious  (a  gun-shot  through  the  arm  near  the  shoulder),  healed  readily  and 
rapidly,  and  he  was,  after  an  absence  of  two  months,  again  in  the  ranks.  He 
was  taken  prisoner  on  August  25,  1804,  and  carried  to  Point  Lookout.  On  No- 
vember 12th,  of  the  same  year,  he  was  exchanged  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  with  the 
sick  and  wounded.  Returning  to  the  army  about  the  first  of  January,  1805, 
he  followed  its  fortunes  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  war  over,  he  thought  again  of  college  and  the  work  to  which  he  was  per- 
suaded God  had  called  him.  Everything  was  in  confusion,  and  he  had  not 
so  much  of  the  world  as  would  provide  a decent  suit  of  clothing.  Besides  this, 
the  results  of  the  war  had  reduced  his  father  and  family  to  circumstances  of  dis- 
comfort, and  his  first  work  seemed  to  be  to  re-establish  them  in  circumstances 
of  more  comfort.  To  this  work  he  devoted  himself  for  a year,  after  which  he 
applied  himself  to  study  and  teaching.  Influenced  by  his  pastor  to  relinquish 
the  idea  of  going  to  college,  he  was  licensed  to  preach,  and  recommended  to  the 
Annual  Conference  bv  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Campbell  Circuit,  where 
he  was  then  residing.  He  was  admitted  on  trial  at  the  Conference  in  Peters- 
burg, November,  1807.  1 1 is  first  appointment  was  Williamsburg  and  James 

City.  He  was  next  assigned  to  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  where  he  served  two 
years.  On  September  20,  1870,  he  married  Miss  Rosa  E.  Gilliam,  of  Williams- 
burg, a woman  of  rare  gifts  and  culture.  In  November  of  this  year  he  was 
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appointed  to  Gates  Circuit,  "where  he  remained  two  years.  II  is  first  year  on 
this  circuit  was  blessed  with  an  extraordinary  revival,  more  than  two  hundred 
persons  being  converted.  In  1872  lie  was  assigned  to  the  North  Southampton 
Circuit,  a new  parish  formed  by  the  division  of  the  Southampton  Circuit.  He 
was  put  in  charge  of  the  Bertie  Circuit  in  1873,  and  was  returned  to  the  same 
work  the  next  year.  In  1875  he  was  sent  to  the  New  Kent  Circuit,  to  which 
he  was  returned  the  following  Conference.  On  February  17,  1877,  he  suffered 
the  loss  of  his  most  excellent  wife,  with  whom  he  had  lived  most  happily  since 
their  marriage.  In  November,  1879,  he  was  appointed  to  Laurel  Street,  Rich- 
mond, Ya.  He  served  that  charge  four  years,  and  returned  to  it  after  a pas- 
torate in  Aceomae,  and  succeeded  in  building  the  handsome  Laurel  Street 
church,  which  will  ever  be  a monument* to  his  zeal,  patience  and  piety.  It  was 
done  almost  by  gifts  of  pennies  and  by  the  tireless  efforts  of  the  pastor.  He  left 
it  strong,  growing,  alert.  He  served  two  terms  in  the  Eldership — one  on  the 
Eastern  Shore,  the  other  on  the  Danville  District.  He  is  now  pastor  of  Chase 
( ' i ty  ( ’i remit. 

lie  was  married  to  Hiss  Minnie  Peterson,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  P.  A. 
Peterson,  I).  D.,  of  our  Conference,  in  November,  1882 — a lady  in  every  way 
fitted  for  "“mistress  of  the  manse.”  He  has  a small  household  of  children — two. 


REV.  JAMES  WILLY  BLEDSOE,  A.  M.,  I).  D. 

This  gentleman,  in  one  respect,  is  the  Saul  in  our  itinerant  army.  The  por- 
trait of  Israel’s  princely  leader,  drawn  by  the  inspired  pen,  finds  in  him  its 
counterpart  : “There  is  none  like  him  among  all  the  people;”  “a  choice  man  and 
a goodly ; and  there  is  not  among  the  children  of  Israel  a godlier  person  than  he; 
from  the  shoulders  and  upward  he  is  higher  than  any  of  the  people.”  Standing 
about  six  feet  two  inches  in  height,  with  a physical  frame  finely  developed  and 
of  rare  symmetry,  his  appearance  is  really  majestic.  It  would  attract  atten- 
tion and  command  admiration  in  the  midst  of  a multitude.  II is  features  are 
strong,  clear-cut,  handsome,  without  the  faintest  trace  of  effeminacy,  lie  is 
gentle,  yet  firm;  amiable,  but  not  weak.  His  conversational  powers  and  genial 
humor  make  him  the-  delight  of  every  social  circle,  yet  he  always  preserves  his 
dignity  as  a man  and  minister.  When  animated,  the  merry  twinkle  of  his  eye 
lights  up  his  face  like  the  sparkle  of  a diamond.  At  such  times  his  countenance 
absolutely  beams  with  benevolent  expression,  and  plainly  reveals  the  fervent 
charity  and  kindness  that  pulse  in  his  heart.  lie  possesses  a magnetism  that 
few  can  justly  claim:  it  attracts  strangers;  it  converts  the  acquaintance  of  an 
hour  into  a firm  friend  for  life.  Children  love  him — and  they  are  the  best 
intuitive  judges  of  character. 

Intellectually,  he  would  rank  high  in  any  deliberative  assembly.  He  is  a wise 
man,  putting  to  the  best  use  his  endowments  and  attainments.  1 1 is  mental 
faculties  exist  in  equipoise,  and  the  scales  are  well  weighted.  In  the  pulpit, 
he  is  thoughtful,  pointed,  earnest,  fluent,  and  ofttimes  ornate.  II  is  preaching 
is  not  characterized  bv  either  rhetorical  froth  or  logical  dullness.  He  holds 
well  the  attention  of  his  congregation,  delighting  the  spiritual  palate'  while  he 
feeds  I lie  soul.  .Mr.  Bledsoe’s  voice  is  a musical  instrument  of  marvelous  com- 
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pass  and  sweetness,  lie  evokes  its  melody  alike  in  sermon  and  in  song.  It 
largely  contributes  to  bis  efficiency,  that,  while  be  wears  with  ease  the  armor  of 
Israel’s  warrior-king,  lie  can,  with  equal  facility,  touch  the  tuneful  harp  of  the 
shepherd-minstrel. 

.Vs  a pastor,  lie  has  no  superior.  1 1 is  works  erect  a monument  to  his  praise 
on  every  charge  that  lie  tills.  He  has  cultivated  this  great  field  of  usefulness 
assiduously,  gathering  bountiful  sheaves  to  recompense  his  toil.  11  is  record 
is  almost  unrivaled.  With  rich  and  poor  he  is  equally  popular.  lie  is  difficult 
to  match  in  the  pastorate.  One  must  be  a rapid  and  diligent  binder  who  would 
follow  where  his  hand  swings  the  scythe  and  cuts  the  swath.  In  every  appoint- 
ment to  which  lie  has  been  assigned  his  success  has  been  uniform  anddarge.  He 
has  measured  up  to  the  demands  of  circuit,  station  and  district.  Everywhere 
the  loaves  broken  and  blessed  by  the  Master  have  multiplied  in  his  hand,  and 
the  hungry  multitudes  have  been  fed  and  satisfied. 

In  some  one  quality,  undoubtedly,  we  may  find  Mr.  Bledsoe’s  equal,  or  even 
his  superior;  but  in  the  harmonious  blending  of  all  the  mental,  moral  and  phys- 
ical attributes  that  are  needed  to  constitute  perfect  manhood,  he  cannot  easily 
be  duplicated  anywhere.  11  is  past  life  is  a sure  prophecy  of  increasing  honor 
and  success  in  the  years  to  come. 

dames  Wiley  Bledsoe  was  born  in  Fluvanna  county,  Ya.,  April  (3,  1841.  He 
was  educated  at  Humanity  Hall  Academy,  in  Buckingham  county,  and  at  Emory 
and  llenrv  College,  from  which  institution  he  received  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts.  1 1 is  father  was  a prominent  and  successful  farmer,  holding  an  official 
relation  to  the  Methodist  Church  for  a number  of  years  previous  to  his  death. 
Hie  mother  was  a daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Goodman,  a local  Methodist 
preacher  of  Fluvanna.  She  was  a devotedly-pious  Methodist  woman.  Under 
the  wholesome  training  of  these  intelligent  and  pious  Christian  parents,  he  was 
led  to  accept  Christ  in  early  life,  and  joined  the  Methodist  Church.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  late  war  he  took  an  active  part  in  raising  an  artillery  company 
in  his  native  county,  was  chosen  second  officer,  and,  with  the  company,  left  for 
the  field  in  the  early  part  of  the  struggle.  Mr.  Bledsoe’s  health  was  greatly 
impaired  bv  the  exposure  and  hardships  of  camp  life.  He,  however,  remained 
connected  with  the  army  until  the  surrender.  The  war  being  over,  he  returned 
to  his  home  in  Fluvanna,  and  commenced  the  study  of  law.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Fannie  1).  Anderson,  daughter  of  Mr.  James  W.  Ander- 
son, of  Lvnchburg,  Ya.,  a lady  of  genuine  Christian  character  and  a member 
of  the  M ethodist  Church.  He  had  previously  pursued  his  education  with  a 
view  to  the  legal  profession.  When  he  was  about  ready  to  enter  upon  the  prac- 
tice he  abandoned  it,  against  the  remonstrances  of  friends,  being  impressed  with 
the  conviction  that  it  was  his  duty  to  preach  the  Gospel,  lie  was  licensed  to 
preach  in  November,  1808,  and  was  immediately  employed  as  an  assistant  to 
Rev.  George  F.  Booker,  on  the  Scottsville  Circuit.  1 1 is  first  year  in  the  min- 
istry was  at  home,  among  the  friends  and  associates  of  his  early  life.  He  joined 
the  Yirginia  Conference,  at  its  session  in  Richmond,  in  1S69.  At  the  close  of 
his  first  year  he  was  ordained  deacon,  and  elder  the  second — thus  finishing  the 
four  years’  course  of  study  in  two.  1 1 is  first  circuit  was  West  Amherst,  where 
he  remained  one  year,  and  his  second  appointment  was  Prospect,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years.  lie  was  then  appointed  to  Smithfield  Station,  and,  at  the 
close  of  one  year,  to  Central  church,  Portsmouth.  Here  he  was  instrumental 
in  the  completion  of  the  handsome  and  commodious  audience-room  in  which 
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the  people  of  Central  church  now  worship,  lie  remained  with  this  church  but 
one  year.  In  consequence  of  the  delicate  health  of  Mrs.  Bledsoe,  he  was  com-., 
polled  to  request  an  appointment  in  the  mountain  section.  He  was  accordingly 
sent  to  Lynn  Street  Station,  Danville,  where  lie  spent  four  happy  and  prosper- 
ous years.  From  that  place  he  went  to  Charlottesville  Station  for  two  years. 
At  Trinity,  Richmond,  he  next  filled  the  pastorate  for  four  years,  and  then  was 
sent  to  Market  Street,  Petersburg,  where  he  remained  three  years — at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time  he  was  made  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Charlottesville  Dis- 
trict. lie  then  served  four  years  as  pastor  of  Park  Place  church,  Richmond, 
where,  as  everywhere,  he  was  greatly  honored  and  beloved  by  his  people.  At 
the  Conference  held  in  Xorfolk,  in  1892,  jie  was  granted  a supernumerary  re- 
lation. At  the  Conference  of  1895  he  was  placed  on  the  effective  list,  and  ap- 
pointed Conference  Missionary  Secretary.  In  1896,  Charlottesville  Station; 
1897,  Conference  .Missionary  Secretary  again  and  Chaplain  to  the  famous 
Technical  school  in  Albemarle  county,  on  the  Miller  foundation  ; 1S99-’01,  Gen- 
eral Superintendent  of  Orphanage,  his  present  position. 

Elsewhere  the  following  apt  and  graphic  summary  of  his  superior  powers 
have  been  given ; 

"Mr.  Bledsoe  carries  off  the  palm  in  the  matter  of  superb  physique.  lie  is 
tall,  robust  and  stately.  A head  of  Jove  surmounts  the  splendid  body;  and  to 
add  to  the  symmetry  of  the  whole — the  fitness  of  things — a deep,  rich,  round 
voice  flows  from  his  lips,  like  the  song  of  the  surf  mellowed  by  distance.  The 
masculine  frame  contains  a spirit  of  superior  mold — at  once  strong  and  gentle. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  resist  his  social  charms  or  withstand  the  resolute  pur- 
pose bending  towards  great  objects,  lie  wins  the  admiration  of  his  audience 
and  the  respect  and  affection  of  his  fellow-citizens.  lie  is  very  popular — a 
man  of  the  rarest  gifts.  He  has  the  manliness  of  the  old  pioneers  and  the 
gentle  graces  of  the  modern  era.  He  is  a student.” 


REV.  RICHARD  FERGUSOH. 

The  fibre  of  Ferguson  is  genuine  teak  oak.  He  is  faithful  in  few  things  and 
in  the  many.  At  Gettysburg,  with  cannon  to  the  right  and  cannon  to  the  left 
and  cannon  in  front,  Dick  Ferguson  excited  the  admiration  of  veterans  for  his 
gallantry.  So  in  the  piinistry,  he  gives  himself  with  ardor  and  a sense  of  duty  to 
the  sacred  calling,  lie  quits  himself  as  in  the  eye  of  God.  There  is  Scotch  blood 
in  his  veins  and  a mixture  of  the  Briton.  The  Methodist  pioneers  would  have 
rejoiced  in  his  company.  'The  Conference  is  honored  by  his  membership  and 
service.  Mr.  Ferguson  is  a man  of  solid  piety,  not  spasmodic  or  affected,  but 
steady  as  the  stars  in  their  courses.  He  has  convictions,  and  does  not  fear  to  avow 
them.  Convinced  that  he  is  in  the  right,  he  is  as  unyielding  as  the  anvil  to  the 
sledge-hammer’s  stroke,  lie  would  swear  to  his  own  hurt  and  change  not.  A 
sermon  in  a certain  whiskey  town  from  the  text,  “Thou  shalt  not  kill,”  in  which 
he  bearded  the  lion  in  his  den,  showed, the  metal  of  which  he  is  made.  The  flash 
of  his  eye  indicates  courage,  and  his  mouth  and  prominent  teeth,  fixedness  of 
purpose.  Major  Bright,  of  General  Pickett’s  staff,  at  the  unveiling  of  the  mon- 
ument in  Richmond,  at  which  Brother  Ferguson  acted  as  chaplain,  said  to  the 
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dead  General's  son,  "See  that  man;  lie  is  gentle  as  a lamb,  but  bold  as  a lion." 
lie  is  candid  and  frank,  modest  and  unassuming.  One  can  alwavs  find  out  bis 
bearings  upon  any  question.  The  needle  of  bis  character  is  never  deflected  by 
sinister  motives  or  mere  policy.  Charitableness  is  a prominent  characteristic  of 
him.  All  may  be  sure  of  mercy  mingled  with  justice  at  bis  bands.  An  old  fam- 
ily servant,  nursing  bis  first-born  son,  once  said,  in  bis  presence,  that,  a colored 
woman  who  came  to  tin*  bouse  bad  stolen  her  tobacco,  lie  at  once  rebuked  her 
uncharitableness,  and  on  bis  leaving  the  room  ".Mammy”  said  in  a half-whisper, 
most  emphatically  shaking  her  bead,  “Just  like  bis  mother.”  lie  is  never  known 
to  speak  an  unkind  word  of  any  one,  while  in  no  degree  glossing  over  wrong, 
yet  alwavs  having  a word  of  sympathy  and  kindness  for  even  wrong-doers,  and 
never  believing  evil  of  any  one  without  proof.  I bis  lovely  virtue  blooms  to  per- 
fection in  him,  shedding  its  fragrance  as  a rare  exotic,  lie  is  also  a man  of  great 
modesty,  always  shrinking  from  publicity,  which  the  following  incident  will 
show:  At  the  last  quarterly  Conference,  held  on  Batesville  Circuit,  on  the  com- 
pletion of  bis  work  there,  the  official  board  drew  up  very  complimentary  resolu- 
tions expressing  their  regret  at  bis  leaving,  etc.  They  wished  to  send  them  to  the 
Advocate  for  publication;  but  lit'  objected,  while,  of  course,  appreciating  the 
motive.  These  resolutions  were,  however,  printed  in  the  Nelson  paper  and  sent 
to  the  official  brethren  of  the  new  charge. 

lie  preaches  and  writes  well,  speaks  deliberately  and  distinctly,  a little  lisp 
in  bis  voice  rather  improving  than  impairing  bis  utterances.  Ilis  sermons  are 
systematic,  practical,  heart-searching  and  full  of  the  Gospel.  He  always  makes 
an  application  suitable  to  both  saint  and  sinner.  He  preaches  without  notes, 
lie  is  nearly  six  feet  in  height,  weighs  about  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  pounds, 
and  combs  bis  hair  directly  back.  In  1871  be  married  a daughter  of  Major 
Hebert  'Thrift,  a native  of  Albemarle  county,  Virginia,  lie  lias  seven  children. 
As  a tender  and  affectionate  father  and  husband,  be  is  unsurpassed.  His  chil- 
dren mourn  bis  absence  and  greet  bis  return  with  shouts  of  jov.  He  is  a native 
of  Dinwiddie  county,  Virginia,  born  October  3,  1838.  Ilis  parents,  William 
and  Martha  Ferguson,  were  Methodists.  Ilis  father  died  •when  be  was  eight 
years  old  and  bis  mother  when  be  was  just  twelve;  but  eternity  alone  can 
reveal  bow  much  be  owes  to  a pious  mother’s  teaching  and  example.  lie  was 
consecrated  to  God  in  baptism  by  Rev.  Win.  IT.  Starr,  and  assumed  and  ratified 
those  vows  in  bis  thirteenth  year,  during  the  pastorate  of  Revs.  J.  lv.  Powers 
and  R.  A.  Peterson.  He  was  educated  at  Randolph- M aeon  College,  graduating 
in  lsr>s.  He  is  a trustee  of  bis  Alma  Mater.  From  early  childhood  be  felt  im- 
pressed that  the  ministry  was  bis  calling,  but  tried  to  evade  it.  He  could  not, 
however,  be  happy  if  for  a moment  be  relinquished  the  thought.  When  the  war 
between  tin*  States  commenced  be  was  making  preparation  for  the  ministry,  but 
found  relief  rather  in  feeling  it  bis  duty  to  join  the  army.  He*  served  both  as 
private  soldier  and  as  officer;  was  wounded  twice  and  captured  at  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  where,  it  is  said,  be  fired  the  last  gun  in  Pickett’s  Division. 
Captain  Richard  Irby,  in  bis  sketch  of  bis  company,  says  of  him,  "He  was  the 
completest  soldier  I ever  met  with  in  the  army.”  At  the  close  of  tin*  war  be  re- 
turned to  bis  home  in  Dinwiddie  county,  and  engaged  in  farming  and  teaching. 
In  the  fall  of  18(18  be  was  licensed  do  preach,  and  aided  Rev.  X.  W.  Guy  the 
ensuing  Conference  year  on  West  Dinwiddie  Circuit;  joined  the  Virginia 
Conference  at  Richmond  in  November,  18(19,  and  was  appointed  to  the  Coalfield 
and  Clover  Hill  Circuit,  where  bis  ministry  was  blessed  in  the  conversion  of 
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many  souls.  In  l871-'72  lie  served  Prince  George  Circuit.  Up  to  that  time 
it  had  been  a mission  since  the  war.  A fresh  impulse  was  given  to  the  work 
and  the  membership  increased.  At  City  Point  the  church,  which  had  remained 
in  a dilapidated  condition  since  the  war,  was  repaired  and  regular  preaching 
established.  In  1873,  bv  his  perseverance  and  industry,  the  new  .Mount  Sinai 
church  was  built  on  the  spot  where  the  old  one  stood,  which  was  pulled  down 
during  the  war.  In  1873-’75  he  served  Chesterfield  Circuit  with  acceptability 
and  success.  Through  his  instrumentality  a new  church  was  erected  at  Chester 
and  others  repaired.  In  1870  he  was  on  the  Ilenrico  and  Charles  City  Circuit, 
where  nearly  one  hundred  souls  were  converted  and  many  added  to  the  Church. 
At  the  following  Conference  that  circuit  was  divided,  and  he  was  sent  to  the 
Batesville  Circuit,  Albemarle  county,  where  he  labored  with  succcess  for  four 
years.  In  lssi  he  did  faithful  service  on  the  Greene  Circuit,  whence  he  was 
sent  to  the  South  Norfolk  Circuit,  where  he  remained  four  years.  Many  were 
converted  and  added  to  the  Church.  Nearly  all  the  church  buildings  were  re- 
paired and  a new  one  erected.  During  the  centennial  year  of  Methodism 
(1884)  he  built  a large  and  commodious  tabernacle  at  Hickory  Ground.  A 
gracious  revival  followed.  He  next  finished  a four-year  pastorate  on  Sussex 
Circuit,  and  then  North  Gates,  Amelia,  Campbell,  and  Rappahannock,  his 
present  parish.  These  fields  have  been  enriched  by  the  labors  of  this  man 
of  God. 


REV.  JOHN  Q.  RHODES. 

Mr.  Rhodes  would  have  been  captured  by  the  conscripting  sergeant  of  Frede- 
rick the  Great  for  that  superb  and  stalwart  Household  Guard.  He  is  a model 
of  manly  strength  and  figure.  A head  resembling  the  classic,  round,  Roman 
cranium  sits  firmly  on  stout  and  broad  shoulders,  and  in  limb  and  height  this 
successor  of  Jesse  Lee  (we  may  so  say),  in  robust  anatomy  as  well  as  activity  of 
body  and  quick  parts,  stands  foremost  in  physical  superiority.  Rhodes  has  the 
rare  union  of  cheerfulness  and,  during  the  sacred  abandon  of  a Conference, 
even  healthy  hilarity  with  sturdy,  solid  and  successful  forays  on  the  devil  in  the 
field.  The  relaxations  into  pleasantry  are  recreations  to  his  mind.  He  is  hailed 
with  good-humored  salutations  by  his  brethren  in  the  sacramental  host.  His 
bright  and  keen  observations  seem  to  infect  with  happiness  whatever  company 
enjoys  his  presence.  The  stilted  dignity  that  stiffens  by  excess  of  starch  the 
sleazy  fibre  of  native  poverty  of  intellect  and  the  pharisaism  that  puckers  its 
mouth  into  a regulation  piety  and  oozes  a vicious  vinegar  of  private  slander  are 
the  victims  of  Rhodes’s  sharp  satire.  They,  dodge  him  and  dread  his  piercing 
wit.  He  smothers  them  in  ridicule.  These  are  but  natural  ebullitions  of  honest 
indignation  at  cant  and  pretense.  Upon  men  of  brain,  culture  and  devoutness 
Mr.  Rhodes  bestows  the  homage  of  his  admiration. 

He  is  a man  of  affairs.  The  old  and  ugly  places  of  worship  grow  into  sightly 
temples  of  God  under  his  enterprising  administration  of  the  temporalities  of 
Zion.  'Flic  dullest  circuit  seems  to  take  on  an  ambition  for  betterment  in  par- 
sonage and  in  church  homes.  The  sound  of  the  hammer  is  heard  in  his  parish. 
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Ilis  own  tireless  zeal  inspires  the  people.  They  accept  his  leadership.  The  out-, 
come  is  choice  improvements. 

JJis  career  in  spreading  scriptural  holiness  is  apostolic.  The  converts  count 
into  the  hundreds  on  a pastoral  charge  where  he  calls  sinners  to  repentance. 
Pervasive  revivals  bring  entire  communities  to  God. 

'1  he  wholesome  condition  of  his  bodily  powers  and  of  his  intellect  endow  his 
brain  with  power  to  secrete  with  ease  nourishing  thought  for  the  people.  lie 
could  have  ridden  side  bv  side  with  that  Virginia  pioneer  to  i\rew  England,  and 
his  repartees  would  have  been  quick  and  cutting  as  the  rifle  replies  of  Lee  from 
his  chair  pulpit  on  Poston  Commons.  Mr.  Khodes  is  virile  in  the  movements  of 
his  mind.  His  sermons  are  not  of  gristle.  II is  mother  wit  gives  him  a grip  on 
an  audience.  lie  aims  at  victory.  He  wins.  He  lets  no  flying  foe  escape.  His 
vigilant  pastorate  captures  the  fugitive  from  the  field. 

He  is  a native  of  the  noted  county  of  Albemarle,  and  dates  his  birth  from  De- 
cember ‘JS,  1840.  Ilis  parents  were  Richard  and  .Martha  Rhodes. 

In  the  fall  of  1807  he  was  converted  at  “ B.  M.”  church,  on  the  Scottsville 
Circuit,  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Vanderslice.  About  ten  months 
after  his  conversion,  his  mind  becoming  seriously  stirred  on  the  subject  of 
preaching  the  Gospel,  he  determined,  under  the  moving  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to 
devote  himself  to  the  work  of  the  Christian  ministry.  With  this  end  in  view,  he 
attend  the  Stony  Point  Academy.  In  1868  he  went  to  the  academy  in  Har- 
risonburg, Rockingham  county,  Virginia.  Here  he  remained  until  near  June 
of  the  following  year,  when  he  was  licensed  a local  preacher  at  a Quarterly 
Conference  in  the  church  in  which  he  was  converted.  At  the  Conference  of 
I860  he  was  admitted  and  appointed  to  the  Berlin  Circuit,  where  he  labored 
until  the  Conference  of  1870,  when  he  was  assigned  to  the  Spottsylvania  Circuit. 

At  the  Conference  of  1871,  held  in  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  he  was  ordained  a 
deacon  by  Bishop  Paine,  and  sent  for  that  year  to  Bannister  Circuit.  lie  had 
charge  of  South  Bedford  Circuit  in  1S73-’L  In  Granby-Street  church,  Nor- 
folk, in  1874,  he  was  ordained  an  elder  by  Bishop  Keener.  In  1875-’6  he 
labored  on  the  Indian  Ridge  Circuit,  in  Currituck  county,  North  Carolina. 
At  the  Conference  of  1874  he  was  sent  to  Northampton  Circuit,  North  Carolina. 
He  was  assigned  in  1879  to  the  Cumberland  Circuit.  lie  served  Southampton 
Circuit  four  years,  with  more  than  three  hundred  converts;  built  four  churches 
and  a parsonage,  besides  raising  funds  to  repair  other  churches.  In  18S4  he 
served  Rappahannock,  repeating  the  building,  repairing  and  the  soul-saving  of 
his  last  charge.  In  1887  he  was  sent  to  Madison,  the  usual  blessing  of  Heaven 
following  him.  In  1890  he  was  sent  to  Louisa;  in  1894,  to  Westmoreland; 
1895,  Greene;  1 S t ) 7 , supernumerary;  1898,  Louisa,  his  present  charge. 

In  1871  Mr.  Rhodes  married  Mrs.  Fleming,  daughter  of  Alfred  Poole,  a 
prominent  Methodist  of  Spottsylvania.  She  was  a noble  woman,  a firm  Metho- 
dist. and  suited  for  her  station  in  life.  She  died  in  July,  18S4.  In  December, 
1885,  he  married  Miss  Deering,  of  Rappahannock,  who  now  adorns  his  home. 
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BEY.  JESSE  T.  WHITLEY. 

The  Lev.  Jesse  Thompson  Whitley  is  a “Tidewater”  Virginian,  born  in  Nan- 
seniond  county,  near  Suffolk,  February  0,  1850.  It  is  said  that  the  tisli  and 
oysters  of  this  region,  rich  in  phosphorus,  have  nourished  the  brains  of  a great 
part  of  the  men  who  have  rendered  Virginia  famous.  There  are,  we  are  afraid, 
many  "reasonable  doubts”  as  to  this  piscatory  theory;  but  J.  T.  Whitley  got  a 
large  quantity  of  brains  somehow,  whether  they  are  of  phosphoric  origin  or 
“came  just  so.” 

II  is  father,  Hills  W.  Whitley,  was  a man  of  intelligence  and  piety,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  but  died  when  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  less  than  seven  years  old.  Ills  mother,  Margaret  A.  Whitley,  was 
a devout  Baptist,  and  endeavored  to  train  her  children  to  lead  prayerful  and 
godly  lives. 

Although  spending  his  childhood  thus  under  Baptist  influences,  when  he  pro- 
fessed conversion,  in  August,  18G5,  under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  William  B. 
Wellons,  of  the  Christian  denomination,  he  connected  himself  with  that  body — a 
Church  which  should  not  be  confounded  with  the  "Disciples,”  as  it  is  a branch 
of  the  great  Methodist  family,  originating  in  what  is  known  in  Methodist  his- 
tory as  "tlie  O’ Kelly  schism.”  Some  years  of  his  early  Christian  life  were  spent 
as  bookkeeper  and  general  assistant  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wellons,  in  the  publication 
of  the  Christian  Sun,  at  Suffolk,  Va.  In  the  fall  of  1S09,  having  already  pur- 
sued a course  of  study  in  private  schools,  lie  entered  Richmond  College,  where 
he  spent  three  sessions,  graduating  in  some  departments  and  doing  valuable 
work  in  others.  He  then  entered  the  ministry  in  the  Christian  denomination, 
being  licensed  to  preach  in  18G9,  and  ordained  an  elder  in  November,  1871. 
He  soon  distinguished  himself,  both  as  a preacher  and  a writer,  and  was  for 
some  years,  succeeding  the  death  of  Dr.  Wellons,  editor  of  the  Christian  Sun , 
the  organ  of  the  denomination.  The  main  and  distinctive  feature  of  that  relig- 
ious body  is  the  advocacy  of  organic  union  among  Protestant  Churches.  Years 
of  thought  on  this  subject  led  Mr.  Whitley  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Church 
with  which  he  was  connected  only  added  one  more  to  the  already  too  numerous 
branches  of  Methodism.  lie  thought  that  practical  union  must  come,  if  at 
all,  by  the  drawing  together,  first,  of  the  various  sub-divisions  of  the  great 
Protestant  bodies,  and  then  there  might  be  hope  of  union  among  these  great 
bodies  themselves.  Accordingly,  in  March,  1879,  he  formally  withdrew  from 
the  Christian  denomination  and  connected  himself  with  the  parent  body  of 
the  religious  family  to  which  he  had  always  belonged,  being  received  into  the 
Baltimore  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  session 
at  Salem,  Ya.,  March  8,  1879.  Tn  November  of  that  year  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Western  Virginia  Conference,  and  stationed  in  the  city  of  Parkersburg. 
His  next  charge  was  Catlcttsburg,  Kv.,  in  the  same  Conference.  In  1881, 
having  been  elected  Chaplain  to  the  University  of  Virginia,  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  appointed  to  that  institution.  At  the  close 
of  tin1  regular  two-years’  term  of  the  chaplaincy,  he  was  stationed,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1888,  at  Salisbury,  Md.,  where  he  remained  three  years;  and  since  then 
he  has  served  in  succession  the  following  charges  in  the  Virginia  Conference: 
Elizabeth  City,  X.  C. ; Ashland,  Ya. ; 'Trinity,  Richmond;  Queen  Street,  Nor- 
folk; Calvary,  Danville;  Broad  Street,  Richmond;  Bedford  City;  and  First 
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church,  Hampton,  from  which,  after  serving  four  years,  lie  goes  to  Centenary, 
Lynchburg,  Ya. 

We  have  already  intimated  that  Mr.  Whitley  had  not  a full  collegiate  train- 
ing. Nevertheless,  he  is  a far  more  thorough  scholar  than  many  who  have 
had  such  advantages.  lie  is  well  versed  in  the  classics,  well  grounded  in  He- 
brew, and  as  an  English  scholar  has  few  equals  even  among  educated  men. 
In  science,  his  attainments  are  respectable;  in  philosophy,  he  may  be  called 
profound.  The  greater  part  of  this  learning  has  been  acquired  by  his  own 
private  study. 

In  theology  lie  has  worked  his  own  way.  He  had  no  seminary  training  and 
very  little  private  help.  He  has  read  most  widely  and  deeply;  but,  above  all, 
he  has  observed  and  thought.  He  need  fear  no  comparison  with  the  best 
trained  men  among  his  brethren.  In  the  pulpit  he  is  not  so  much  an  orator  as 
a thinker  and  teacher.  II  is  style  is  elegant,  nervous,  limpid,  pure.  The 
thoughtful,  in  hearing  him,  find  food  for  still  deeper  thought,  while  his  sim- 
plicity is  such  that  the  most  ignorant  need  not  go  empty  away.  But  he  preaches, 
not  to  show  his  learning,  or  philosophy,  or  rhetorical  elegance,  but  to  make 
men  wise  unto  salvation.  He  will  never  be  a “sensation  preacher.”  Probably 
he  could  not  lx-;  certainly  he  would  not  be.  Yet  he  does  not  judge  over-harshly 
of  men  who  are.  What  God  has  given  him,  that  he  would  use  to  God’s  glory. 
What  God  has  withheld,  he  envies  not  in  other  men. 

In  person  he  is  not  above  the  medium  size,  nor  below  it.  Lithe,  active, 
easy  in  his  bearing,  affable  in  manner,  a good  conversationalist,  a methodical 
pastor,  he  is  a thorough  gentleman  in  outward  manner  and  inward  feeling. 

In  November,  1872,  Hr.  Whitley  was  happily  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mattie  S.  Oathon,  of  Suffolk,  Ya.,  who  has  proved  a faithful  and  worthy  com- 
panion and  helper  to  him  in  his  work.  Two  daughters,  Mary  Esther  and  An- 
nie McTveire,  brighten  the  home  and  cheer  the  parental  hearts. 

The  compiler  of  this  volume  is  indebted  for  this  portraiture  and  for  its  many 
biographical  details  to  the  pen  of  one  not  of  his  religious  denomination,  but  who 
knows  Mr.  Whitley  better,  perhaps,  than  any  other  living  man. 


BEY.  B.  E.  LEDBETTER. 

Mr.  Ledbetter  is  of  good  Yirginia  stock — the  Ledbetters  of  Brunswick  and 
the  Herndons  of  Fredericksburg.  For  a century  and  more  this  family  has 
been  represented  in  the  “traveling  connection.” 

Mr.  Ledbetter  is  the  son  of  Rev.  N.  W.  Ledbetter,  a member  of  the  South 
Carolina  Conference.  Cokesburrv  is  the  birthplace  of  our  Ledbetter.  His  first 
religious  impressions  came  from  the  teaching  of  a devout  mother.  In  early  life 
he  was  converted  and  joined  the  church.  He  was  educated  at  the  Alabama 
Military  Institute.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  he  enlisted  in  “the  Army  of 
Northern  Yirginia”  as  an  artillerist,  and  fought  to  the  finish. 

Heeding  the  divine  call,  lie  was  licensed  to  preach  September,  18G9,  surrender- 
ing his  profession  (the  law)  and  volunteering  for  the  itinerant  ranks,  lie  con- 
nected himself  with  the  North  Georgia  Conference  in  December  of  that  year, 
llis  health  suffered  from  a humid  climate,  and  he  secured  a transfer  by  Bishop 
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Duncan  to  the  Virginia  Conference  in  1891.  lie  lias  served  the  West  Amherst, 
Lancaster,  and  Bedford  Springs  charges,  and  is  now  conducting  the  Campbell 
Circuit.  "I  I is  record  classes  him  with  the  wise  and  worthy  workers  in  Southern 
Methodism.” 

A person  could  not  he  in  Mr.  Ledbetter’s  company  many  minutes  before  it  be- 
came apparent  that  lie  was  associating  with  a Southern  gentleman.  The  quiet  car- 
riage, the  native  civility,  the  poise  of  mind,  lets  it  come  out  that  a man  superior 
to  all  smallness  is  present.  The  genuine  Southerner  is  reserved,  seldom  loud  of 
voice,  hut  alert  to  the  situation,  never  stooping  to  inferior  things.  Mr.  Led- 
better’s manner,  if  his  birthplace  was  unknown,  would  register  him  as  “South 
of  the  Line.” 

II  is  native  powers,  education,  connection  with  stirring  events,  matured 
thoughts,  garnered  opinions  of  best  minds  have  equipped  him-with  resources  of 
value  in  his  sacred  calling. 

We  have  no  preacher  who  seems  so  indifferent  to  filling  show-windows  with 
spangled  wares  or  hanging  gaudy  goods  on  hooks  before  the  door.  There  is 
something  of  the  Moslem  merchant  in  him.  i I is  rare  silks  and  rich  shawls  are 
behind  curtains — nothing  in  plate  glass  cases  on  the  side  Avails.  "When  the  occa- 
sion is  fit,  Mr.  Ledbetter  “brings  out  of  his  treasure  things  neiv  and  old.”  He 
furnishes  “the  fat  of  the  kidneys  of  wheat”  in  his  pulpit  ministrations.  lie  is 
happily  married. 


REV.  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  BAYTOX. 

The  guidance  of  Providence  in  men’s  lives  is  ever  a source  of  wonder  and 
praise.  The  hand  of  God  ivas  upon  this  Virginia  preacher  Avhen  young,  turn- 
ing his  feet  to  that  path  of  usefulness  which  he  has  followed  with  fidelity  and 
success.  He  had  work  for  him,  and  He  chose  him  for  it.  In  various  sections 
of  our  territory  the  fruits  of  his  labors  can  be  found,  to  the  praise  of  the  Master, 
to  the  honor  of  the  minister  and  the  strengthening  of  the  Church.  He  is  a 
native  of  Norfolk  county,  Ya.  II is  parents  Avere  not  professors  of  religion; 
consequently,  he  received  no  religious  training.  With  the  family,  he  regularly  at- 
tended divine  service  at  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  the  city  of  Ports- 
mouth, Avhere  his  father  Avas  a peAv-h older  and  regular  contributor  to  the  church; 
but  here  he  received  no  particular  religious  impressions.  His  father  died  when  he 
Avas  about  ten  years  of  age.  He  was  then  boarded  in  the  city  of  Portsmouth 
with  an  Episcopal  family  and  sent  to  school,  and  here  he  continued  to  attend 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  and  Sabbath-school.  Subsequently  he  was 
throAvn  among  the  Methodists  in  the  same  town,  and  then,  for  the  first,  time, 
he  began  to  attend  worship  at  the  Methodist  church— at  Avhich  time  the  Rev. 
G.  M.  K eesee  Avas  pastor  of  the  church — Avhen  Rev.  Dr.  Leonidas  Rosser  came 
to  the  city  to  assist  the  pastor  in  a series  of  meetings,  Avhich  resulted  in  a avou- 
derful  and  gracious  revival  of  religion.  At  this  meeting  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  Avas  happily  converted  to  God  in  his  fifteenth  year,  and  in  about  a month 
connected  himself  with  the  Methodist  Church.  When  he  Avas  about  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  Avas  made  leader  of  two  classes — mie  among  the  whites  and  the 
.other  colored.  About  this  time  he  became!  the  subject  of  deep  and  serious  im- 
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pressions,  but  did  not  reveal  his  exercises  to  any  one.  lie  was  frequently  con- 
versed with  by  his  pastor  and  brethren,  who  urged  him  to  obey  the  call  and  enter 
upon  the  work  of  preaching  the  Gospel,  from  which  he  shrank  with  fear  and 
trembling,  feeling  his  entire  unfitness  for  such  a solemn  and  responsible  work; 
but  after  a long  and  sore  conflict,  much  prayer  and  heart-searching,  he  con- 
sented to  obey  what  he  honestly  believed  to  be  a call  from  God,  and  set  about 
the  work  of  preparation  for  a proper  discharge  of  the  functions  of  his  high  and 
holy  calling.  In  duly,  18-16,  he  was  licensed  to  exhort.  In  October  of  the 
same  year  lie  was  recommended  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Richmond 
Slation — the  sainted  Cowles  being  the  Presiding  Elder — to  the  Annual  Con- 
ference as  a suitable  person  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  the  itinerant  field.  At  the 
Conference  of  ls-lti,  held  at  Randolph- Macon  College,  he  was  received  on  trial, 
with  a class  of  six  others,  of  whom,  he  alone  remains  among  the  living.  In  about 
one  month  he  entered  upon  the  active  duties  of  his  sacred  calling,  and  from  that 
day,  until  the  Conference  held  at  Petersburg,  .November,  1891,  when  he  was 
granted  a superannuated  relation,  he  regularly  received  an  appointment  from 
the  Bishop,  and  performed  the  work  committed  to  his  hands.  He  resides  in 
the  city  of  Portsmouth,  Ya.  Truly,  the  Lord  lias  led  him  bv  a way  he  knew 
not,  and  to  1 lis  holy  name  all  honor  is  due. 


REV.  JOHN  BO  XX  KY  HEY. 

In  public  • and  in  private  his  feet  seek  for  the  central  track  of  the  narrow  way. 
His  faults  lean  to  virtue’s  side.  His  eye  is  single.  He  would  have  pleased 
the  heart  of  the  strict  but  wise  St.  Bernard.  He  is  the  Cato  of  the  Conference, 
lie  has  been  an  omnivorous  reader.  His  profiting  appears  to  every  audience, 
lie  offers  only  the  “well-beaten  oil,”  and  it  is  perfumed  by  a heavenly  fragrance. 
Ilis  sermons  please  the  taste  and  stir  the  heart.  He  has  served  the  Church  for 
forty-three  years  in  the  county,  town,  city  and  on  the  district.  He  was  agent 
of  the  Tract  Society  of  the  Confederate  army,  lie  is  a native  of  Yirginia,  and 
in  his  seventy-sixth  year.  Xow  superannuated,  and  living  in  Lunenburg  county, 
Yirginia. 


REY.  OSCAR  LITTLETON. 

lie  holds  a firm  position  in  the  Conference  ranks  as  a wise  and  careful  dis- 
ciplinarian, a preacher  of  uncommon  powers,  and  a Christian  with  a single  eye 
and  of  deep  devotion — a minister  with  a spotless  and  fruitful  record.  II  is 
social  virtues  have  won  a large  circle  of  friends,  among  them  the  members  of 
the  Conference,  and  his  ability  commands  the  consideration  of  all. 

He  was  born  in  Leesburg,  Loudoun  county,  Va.,  September  26,  1S30,  and 
converted  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  John  S.  Martin,  of 
the  Baltimore  Conference.  At  this  time  not  a member  of  his  father’s  family 
was  a professing  Christian;  but  God  soon  employed  his  conversion  as  the  means 
of  bringing  his  father,  mother  and  sister  to  Christ,  and  all  joined  the  Church 
at  the  same  time.  Through  the  influence  of  a pious  lady  he  was  very  early  in 
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life  brought  into  the  Sunday-school,  where  for  years  he  was  carefully  instructed 
by  teachers  whose  names  he  will  never  cease  to  revere,  lie  now  looks  upon  the 
Sunday-school  as  his  foster-mother,  who  early  nourished  his  young  soul  with  the 
Bread  of  Life,  and  finally  brought  him  to  Christ  and  into  the  ministry. 

From  tin*  time  of  his  conversion  until  he  entered  the  ministry,  he  does  not 
remember  a single  occasion  when  he  failed  in  his  attendance  upon  the  Sun- 
day-school, the  class-meeting  and  the  young  men’s  prayer-meeting,  if  it  was  at 
all  in  his  power  to  be  present;  and  these  means  of  grace  lie  regards  as  having 
had  a powerful  influence  in  forming  his  Christian  character. 

When  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  T.  L.  Hoyle, 
of  the  Virginia  Conference,  he  was  granted  license  to  exhort;  but  from  this  he 
shrunk  to  such  an  extent  that  he  never  exercised  his  gifts  in  that  way  upon  more 
than  one  or  two  occasions. 

After  much  persuasion,  he  consented  to  enter  upon  the  great  work  of  a Metho- 
dist preacher  for  life.  The  persuasion  was  not  necessary  to  convince  him 
that  God  had  called  him  to  the  ministry — of  that  he  has  never  had  a doubt — 
but  it  was  necessary  to  satisfy  his  mind  that  he  ought  to  begin  such  a work  at 
so  early  a period  of  his  life  and  with  so  little  preparation.  At  the  time  he  ac- 
tually began  he  was  only  nineteen  years  and  six  months  old,  and  when  sent  to 
his  first  circuit  had  never  even  attempted  to  preach  a sermon.  Ilis  first  work 
was  given  him  by  Rev.  J.  II.  Davis,  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Fredericksburg 
District,  Virginia  Conference,  as  the  helper  of  the  honored  and  aged  Joseph 
Carson,  on  the  Fauquier  and  Stafford  Circuit.  His  first  attempt  at  preach- 
ing was  in  Stafford  Courthouse,  standing  in  the  place  occupied  by  the  judge 
when  the  court  was  in  session.  It  was  in  the  afternoon  of  the  third  Sunday, 
in  March,  1850,  Brother  (’arson  being  present.  This  effort,  which  was  ac- 
counted by  all  a failure,  lasted  only  twenty  minutes.  Brother  Carson,  without 
intending  it,  added  to  the  mortification  of  the  young  preacher  by  saying: 
“Brethren,  this  is  the  youth — -and  you  all  see  he  is  a youth — who  has  been  sent 
by  the  Presiding  Flder  to  try  and  labor  with  us  during  the  balance  of  the  year.” 

In  Xovember,  1850,  he  was  received  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference 
and  sent  to  Warrenton  Circuit,  under  Rev.  Martin  A.  Dunn.  After  this  year 
he  assumed  the  responsibilities  of  the  ministry  alone.  He  has  filled,  with 
varied  success,  the  following  appointments:  Gosport  Station,  Farmville  Sta- 
tion (at  two  different  periods),  Loudoun  Circuit,  Clay  Street,  Richmond,  and 
Manchester  Stations,  Smithfield,  Louisa,  Henrico,  Amelia,  Cumberland,  At- 
lantic, Pungoteague,  Gloucester  and  Madison  Circuits.  In  18S0  lie  became 
Presiding  Elder  of  Danville  District;  in  1881,  pastor  High  Street,  Petersburg; 
1880,  Presiding  Elder  of  Farmville  District;  1800,  Presiding  Elder  of  Char- 
lottesville District;  180-1,  Lynchburg  District;  1808,  Chesterfield  Circuit;  1000, 
Oaklette  and  Bethel. 

During  The  fifty  years  of  his  ministry  he  has  been  instrumental  in  the  conver- 
sion of  many  souls.  In  one  year  alone,  on  Pungoteague  Circuit,  he  received 
two  hundred  and  fifty  members  into  the  Church. 

His  marital  relations  have  been  exceedingly  pleasant  and  profitable,  both  to 
him  and  his  work.  In  Xovember,  1855,  he  was  united  in  manage  to  Miss 
Martha  E.  Bernard,  daughter  of  Brother  Overton  Bernard,  of  Xorfolk,  Va. 
She  passed  away  in  great  triumph  in  September,  1SG5,  leaving  three  children. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  M.  Bernard  June  IS,  1808.  who  also  a few  years 
ago  joined  “the  choir  invisible”  in  the  heavens. 
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REV.  CHARLES  II.  BOGGS. 

Charles  Henry  Boggs  was  born  in  the  town  of  Greencastle,  in  the  beautiful 
“Cumberland  Valley”  of  Pennsylvania,  December  27,  1830.  His  father  was 
Dr.  John  Boggs,  an  eminent  physician — a man  widely  known  and  loved  for  his 
intellectual  and  moral  worth;  his  mother,  Isabella  Craig  Allison — a woman  of 
great  strength  and  beauty  of  character.  As  the  names  indicate,  they  were  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent  and,  of  course,  Presbyterian.  They  had  eight  children, 
whom  they  endeavored  to  rear  “in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.” 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  town  until  suffi- 
ciently advanced  in  years  and  books,  when  he  was  sent  to  West  Jersey  Col- 
legiate School,  at  Mount  Ilolly,  New  Jersey.  On  finishing  the  course  here  he 
entered  Pennsylvania  College.  It  was  the  earnest  desire  of  his  father  that  he 
should  become  a physician,  and,  with  that  in  view,  he  bequeathed  to  him  a fine 
medical  library,  instruments,  etc.  In  accordance  with  this  expressed  wish, 
he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  reading  in  the  office  of  Dr.  William  R. 
Weisiger,  in  Manchester,  Va. — his  brother,  Rev.  F.  J.  Boggs,  having  in  charge 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  that  place.  Ilis  life  up  to  this  time 
had  been  excessively  free  and  easy,  not  to  say  reckless. 

Soon  after  beginning  his  studies  here  the  Church  and  community  were  visited 
by  a special  religious  interest.  Not  a few  in  the  village  and  surrounding  neigh- 
borhood entered  upon  the  new  life,  and  among  them  the  young  brother  of  the 
pastor.  He  was  soundly  converted,  and  from  the  first  felt  an  irresistible  im- 
pulse to  preach  the  Gospel.  Resolving  to  give  himself  to  the  work,  he  aban- 
doned the  study  of  medicine,  and  in  his  eighteenth  year  entered  upon  a course 
of  reading  to  qualify  himself  for  the  responsible  work  before  him.  He  was 
directed  in  his  studies  by  his  brother,  Rev.  F.  J Boggs,  Dr.  Nelson  Head  and 
Rev.  G.  Ah  Langhorne.  He  made  rapid  progress  in  the  study  of  theology,  and 
in  1851  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  High  Street 
church,  Petersburg.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  on  trial  in 
the  Virginia  Conference  at  Alexandria,  and  sent  to  Lexington  Circuit.  Appo- 
mattox was  his  next  field;  then  Goochland;  next,  King  'William.  In  1857  he 
was  transferred  to  West  Virginia  Conference,  and  traveled  Monroe  Circuit 
one  year.  He  returned  to  the  Virginia  Conference  in  1858,  and  traveled  Caro- 
line Circuit.  When  the  war  broke  out,  and  our  lovely  Southern  land  was  laid 
waste  and  desolated,  he,  contrary  to  the  advice  and  importunities  of  kindred 
and  the  friends  of  his  youthful  years,  enlisted  in  the  weaker  cause,  and  was 
commissioned  Chaplain  of  the  Ninth  Virginia  cavalry,  serving  faithfully  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  located  on  his  farm  in  King  William  county, 
continuing,  however,  to  preach  every  Sabbath,  and  giving  a home  and  help  to 
all  the  ministers  placed  in  charge  of  King  William  Circuit. 

In  1871  he  moved  to  Missouri,  connecting  himself  with  the  West  St.  Louis 
Conference,  and  remained  in  active  work  for  four  years,  serving  successively 
the  churches  of  Dover,  Brownsville  and  Waverly.  Then  bereavement’s  dark 
hand  was  laid  upon  him,  and,  sorrow-stricken  and  homesick  in  this  land  of 
strangers,  he  turned  his  face  once  more  to  “Old  Virginia,”  resuming  work  here, 
never  to  cease  until  the  Father  shall  say,  “Tt  is  enough  ! Come  up  higher.” 

Since  returning  to  the  Virginia  Conference  he  has  served  the  Circuits  of 
Buckingham,  two  years;  Cumberland,  two  years;  Sussex,  two  years;  Carters- 
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ville,  one  vear;  Hanover,  four  years;  Bowling  Green,  one  year;  Greene,  two 
years;  Batesville,  three  years;  Norfolk  Circuit,  four  years ; and  Highland  Park, 
two  years.  At  the  Conference  of  1 St)  8 lie  was  placed  on  the  superannuated  list. 
He  resides  at  Highland  Park,  a suburb  of  Piehniond,  Ya.,  where  he  is  growing 
old  gracefully. 

1 hiring  a ministry  of  thirty-eight  years  he  has  never  failed  to  have  his  labors 
rewarded  with  revivals  of  religion,  and  in  connection  with  those  labors  and  in 
answer  to  his  pravcrs,  God  has  granted  much  spiritual  good  to  his  Church. 

lie  was  married  in  ls57  to  Miss  Oetavia  Campbell,  of  Westmoreland  county, 
Ya.  Five  children  blessed  their  union,  three  living  to  maturity,  two  daughters 
and  one  son,  the  latter  a promising  young  minister  of  the  Yirginia  Conference. 

The  subject  of  our  brief  and  imperfect  sketch,  ‘‘Charlie”  Boggs,  as  his  friends 
love  to  call  him,  is  a man  of  medium  height,  stout  and  compactly  built;  gray 
hair  and  beard;  a broad,  intellectual  forehead;  dark  blue  eyes,  which  light  up 
wonderfully  in  speaking;  a mouth  on  which  a smile  loves  to  linger.  He  has 
a pleasant  voice,  and  gesticulates  well;  is  easy  and  dignified  in  the  pulpit;  a 
good  speaker — lie  never  fails  to  gain  and  hold  the  attention  of  his  audience. 
He  has  many  warm  friends  and  admirers,  and  among  all  those  lives  here  por- 
trayed there  is  no  nobler  heart,  no  sweeter  every-day  piety,  no  stronger  faith 
than  is  demonstrated  in  the  life  of  Charles  II.  Boggs. 


KEY.  JOHN  WESLEY  CRIDER. 

The  venerable  and  late  Rev.  Jehu  Hank,  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  whose 
noble  characteristics  live  again  in  a son,  a member  of  the  Yirginia  Conference, 
took  a fatherless  hoy  of  Pittsylvania  county,  Va.,  reared  and  educated  him. 
The  orphan  became  a minister,  and  on  his  first  circuit  as  junior  participated  in 
a Pentecostal  revival,  where  nine  hundred  were  converted.  Mr.  Crider  loves 
to  tell  of  the  kindness  id’  this  noble  Christian  minister  and  his  devoted  wife, 
always  affirming  they  should  have  the  praise  for  any  good  that  he  may  do  in 
life.  Mr.  Crider  joined  the  Church  as  a seeker,  after  deep  conviction  of  sin, 
at  the  age  of  ten,  and  was  converted  four  years  afterwards.  When  approach- 
ing manhood  he  went  South  and  prepared  for  the  ministry  under  a divine  call 
to  that  vocation.  He  joined  the  South  Carolina  Conference  at  Columbia  on 
December  1<»,  1854.  For  seventeen  years  he  continued  a member  of  that  body, 
with  success  attending  his  labors,  and  in  some  instances  great  displays  of  grace 
were  manifested  on  the  work.  In  1871  he  succumbed  to  the  Southern  fevers, 
and,  by  medical  advice,  sought  the  latitude  of  Piedmont  Yirginia.  He  returned 
to  his  native  county  of  Pittsylvania,  where  he  was  born  April,  1 S 3 4,  and  rested 
during  W7d.  In  1873  he  formed  the  East  Franklin  Circuit,  and  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Yirginia  Conference.  In  1874  he  was  assigned  to  the  Henry  Cir- 
cuit, and  continues  in  active  service  among  us.  In  the  forty-five  years  of  his 
ministerial  labors  Mr.  Crider  quit  him  well  of  his  charges.  1 1 is  social  qualities 
and  efficiency  in  the  pulpit  gave  him  success.  In  1 81)4  he  was  granted  a superan- 
nuated relation,  and  has  since  made  his  home  in  Norfolk,  Ya. 

He  is  in  height  about  five  feet  five;  in  weight,  ranging  between  one  hundred 
and  thirty  and  one  hundred  and  thirtv-five;  in  complexion,  fair;  light  hair 
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and  blue  eves.  The  amiable  qualities  of  heart  and  spirituality  of  life  can  be 
seen  in  the  earnestness  of  his  honest,  truthful  face.  1 1 is  voice  is  pleasant  and 
clear;  his  style,  original,  concise  and  forcible — thoroughly  understood  by  all; 
his  gestures,  without  effort,  natural  and  easy;  his  mind,  elevated  and  ennobled 
by  an  integrity  established  in  sincerity  and  fortified  by  religion;  his  general 
manner,  dignified,  earnest  and  thoughtful;  truth  and  sincerity  shine  through- 
out his  whole  conduct;  in  disposition,  loving  and  kind;  of  liberal  views  and 
sympathetic  nature,  yet  possessed  of  a firmness  and  decision  of  character  un- 
surpassed in  resisting  anything  that  involves  the  principles  of  honor  and  truth, 
and  any  impeachment  of  his  own  religious  principles  and  unblemished  char- 
acter is  sure  to  meet  with  a quick  and  righteous  rebuke,  lie  has  convictions 
and  is  not  afraid  of  them;  speaks,  as  a commissioned  teacher,  with  the  zeal  of 
conviction  and  the  authority  of  innocence,  lie  is  self-reliant  and  uncomplain- 
ing— never  asking  favors,  but  most  grateful  for  sympathy  when  received. 

His  sermons  abound  in  the  most  sublime  truths,  with  the  most  exalted  senti- 
ments of  piety  and  devout  gratitude;  his  illustrations  are  remarkable  for  intro- 
ducing the  best  lessons  from  incidental  objects  and  occasions;  his  prayers  alone, 
so  effectual  and  fervent  in  spirit,  are  a benediction. 

Loved  and  respected  by  all  good  people,  the}r  feel,  indeed,  that  he  is  with 
them  in  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  when  he  says,  “I  am  your  servant  for  Jesus’ 
sake.”  Eternity  alone  will  reveal  the  vast  amount  of  good  of  this  most  faith- 
ful and  consecrated  worker. 


REV.  HE  Nil  Y CHAPMAN  BOWLES. 

lie  is  indeed  “one  of  the  salt  of  the  earth.”  It  might  suffice  to  say  that  the 
salt  had  lost  none  of  its  savor,  and  that  Mr.  Bowles  is  still  on  the  Lord’s  side  and 
has  forsaken  none  of  the  early  landmarks,  but  remains  true  to  the  teachings  of 
Paul,  of  Wesley,  of  Asbury,  of  Early. 

Mr.  Bowles  is  a native  of  Bedford  county,  Virginia,  the  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Jane  Bowles,  and  was  born  November  20,  1831.  His  parents  are  of  an  ancient 
and  honorable  family.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  truths  of  Christianity  and 
the  beauties  of  holiness.  Ilis  young  heart  readily  espoused  them  and  made  them 
his  motto  through  life.  When  a youth  lie  became  a minister  of  Christ  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  for  years  he  served  faithfully  and 
efficiently,  as  many  in  Virginia  Methodism  will  verify.  lie,  like  other  pure  and 
patriotic  men  of  our  Commonwealth,  when  the  war  between  the  States  com- 
menced, felt  it  his  duty  to  offer  bis  services  to  his  country,  lie  was  a good  sol- 
dier. His  health  gave  way,  and,  after  an  honorable  service,  be  bad  to  return  to 
his  heath  with  a broken-down  constitution. 

Though  unfit  for  the  exposure  and  hardships  of  a soldier’s  life,  his  heart 
was  still  in  the  work  of  the  ministry.  He  applied  for  work  at  the  Conference  in 
Petersburg  in  1SG2,  was  assigned  to  Brunswick  Circuit,  and  in  that  field  re- 
sumed his  ministerial  labors.  From  that  day  Mr.  Bowles  has  given  his  whole 
heart  to  the  service  of  his  Master  on  various  fields — Brunswick,  Mecklenburg, 
Prince  Edward,  Slate  River,  Spotsylvania,  Halifax,  Second  Street  (Ports- 
mouth), Patrick,  Franklin  and  Henry. — until  his  health  became  so  much  im- 
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paired  that  lie  had  to  ask  a place  of  rest.  He  had  for  several  years  been  on  the 
supernumerary  list  of  the  Conference,  and  recently  has  been  superannuated. 

As  a preacher,  .Mr.  Bowles  is  far  above  the  average  in  the  Conference.  In  his 
discourses  he  is  earnest,  always  understands  his  subject,  and  presses  his  points 
with  intelligence  and  zeal.  To  do  this  it  seems  to  require  of  him  a great  sacrifice 
of  physical  force.  lie  seems  to  he  unconscious  of  his  broken-down  constitution, 
tights  against  the  inevitable,  and  preaches  whenever  he  can. 

1 n 1 SOD,  on  ( tetoher  27th,  lie  was  united  in  marriage  with  .M  iss  Sue  C.  ( Abbs, 
daughter  of  dolm  R.  Cobbs,  Esq.,  of  Patrick  county,  Virginia.  By  this  mar- 
riage he  has  three  daughters  and  two  sons,  promising  children,  to  cheer  and 
comfort  tliei r ] ia rents. 

Brother  Bowles  is  still  at  work.  He  cannot  be  idle.  lie  is  a man  of  fine 
education,  and  is  the  principal  of  a graded  school  at  Stuart,  Virginia,  where  he 
is  not  only  acceptable,  but  useful  and  popular. 


REV.  ROBERT  ASBURY  COMPTON,  A.  M. 

In  any  assembly  Robert  Aslmry  Compton  would  attract  attention.  lie  is  six 
feet  one  and  a half  inches  in  height,  well-built,  hair  light,  eyes  blue,  of  fair 
complexion,  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  in  weight,  of  good  vet.  not  robust 
health,  lie  stands  erect,  with  no  awkward  or  slovenly  bearing.  His  likeness, 
as  found  in  this  volume,  will  disclose  all  else  that  is  necessary  to  enable  the 
reader  to  form  a just  conception  of  his  fine,  manly  appearance. 

.Mr.  Compton  possesses  vigor  of  intellect,  combined  with  cultured  taste  and 
scholarly  acquirements.  The  superior  facilities  offered  for  preparation  for 
his  calling  were  not  neglected,  and  the  result  is  manifest  in  a useful,  instructive 
and  edifying  ministry.  1 1 is  sermons  arc  clear,  analytical,  forcible,  with  occa- 
sional embellishment  that  lights  up  the  discussion  and  pleases  while  it  rivets  the 
truth  upon  the  mind  of  the  hearer.  His  delivery  is  earnest.  With  a more  flexi- 
ble voice,  the  studied  discourse  would  produce  a profounder  effect.  In  disposi- 
tion he  is  modest  and  retiring,  yet  as  kindly  and  genial  as  the  sunshine.  Discreet, 
independent,  strong  in  his  friendships,  true  to  his  convictions,  courteous  in  his 
demeanor,  lie  is  the  impersonation  of  a Christian  gentleman,  lie  commands  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  his  brethren. 

He  was  born  in  Granville  county,  Worth  Carolina,  May  21,  1841.  He  was 
the  youngest  son  of  Win.  and  Luna  I\I . Compton.  ITis  father,  Win,  Compton, 
was  horn  in  London,  England.  Leaving  there  when  he  was  four  years  old  and 
coming  to  this  country,  he  was  raised  in  Virginia.  He  was  about  forty  years  an 
itinerant  minister,  the  last  years  of  his  life  being  spent  in  the  State  of  Worth 
Carolina,  where  his  younger  children  were  born. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  being  left  an  orphan  at  tender  years,  was  educated 
under  the  supervision  of  his  eldest  brother-in-law,  Rev.  P.  W.  Archer,  late  of 
the  Virginia  Conference1,  now  of  Texas. 

The  last  school  attended  by  M r.  R.  A.  Compton,  before  entering  Randolph- 
Macon  College,  was  taught  by  Rev.  Janies  H.  Brent,  in  Roxboro,  Person  county, 
Worth  Carolina,  where  Mr.  Compton  was  converted  in  his  sixteenth  year,  llo 
soon  became  exercised  about  a call  to  the  ministry,  and,  when  prepared  for  col- 
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lege,  entered  Eandolph-M  aeon,  where  lie  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in 
June,  1S02,  and,  with  three  others  of  a class  of  live,  went  into  the  ministry  at 
once,  serving  for  a few  months  as  helper  on  the  Mecklenburg  Circuit  before 
joining  the  Virginia  Conference  in  November  of  that  year.  Since  then  he  has 
served  the 'following  charges:  Amelia,  Brunswick  and  Lexington  Circuits,  one 
year  each  as  helper;  the  West  Amherst  Circuit,  two  years,  as  preacher  in  charge; 
Coalfield  Circuit,  Edenton  Station,  Murfreesboro  Station,  one  year  each; 
Liberty  Station,  three  years;  Cambridge  Station,  one  year;  Srnithfield  and 
Bonn’s  charge,  two  years;  Central  Station,  Portsmouth,  two  years;  Lvnn-Street 
Station,  1 hmville,  two  years;  Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina,  two  years;  Louisa 
Circuit,  four  years.  lie  was  then  sent  to  Onancock  Circuit,  where  he  served 
four  years;  then  to  East  Norfolk  four  years;  Mathews,  two  years;  Churchland 
and  West  Norfolk,  one  year;  1807,  to  Blackstone,  his  present  charge. 


KEY.  JOSEPH  B.  MERRITT. 

It  is  seldom  that  modesty  hurts  a public  man  in  the  long  run.  A certain 
undervaluing  of  his  own  faculties  has  retarded  Mr.  Merritt.  Lie  has  prime 
qualities  of  the  head.  If  a certain  force  was  put  on  him,  he  would  astonish  him- 
self, but  not  his  best  acquaintances.  He  passes  for  a capital  companion  and 
clever  preacher,  yet  there  is  enough  un worked  ore  to  make  up  a great  pulpit 
reputation.  He  has  not  “got  his  growth.”  He  has  served  the  appointments 
assigned  him  with  fidelity,  and  to  the  reviving  and  increase  of  the  Church. 

When  the  sheaves  arc  gathered,  it  will  be  found  that  this  unobtrusive  and 
faithful  worker  has  won  the  right  to  sing  the  “Harvest  Home.”  Many  a sailor 
on  distant  waters  the  world  over  blesses  the  name  of  the  Bethel  Chaplain  by  the 
river  Elizabeth,  in  Virginia. 

He  is  the  son  of  Daniel  Tatum  and  Fannie  E.  Merritt,  and  was  born  near 
Black  Walnut,  Halifax  county,  Virginia,  April  28,  1841.  He  is  on  his  father’s 
side  of  Welsh  descent,  and  on  his  mother’s,  Scotch.  His  parents  were  pious 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  long  before  his  birth,  and  brought  him  up  in 
the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  He  was  converted  under  the  ministry 
of  Rev.  Id.  M.  Wallace,  and  joined  the  church  at  Bold  Spring,  South  of  Dan 
Circuit,  in  the  year  1800;  was  licensed  to  preach  in  April,  1802,  by  the  Quar- 
terly Conference  of  said  circuit,  joining  the  Virginia  Conference  at  Petersburg, 
Virginia,  in  November  of  the  same  year.  He  was  sent  as  helper  to  Charlotte 
Circuit,  the  succeeding  Conference  year.  The  next  year  he  traveled  Lunenburg 
Circuit,  with  Rev.  R.  Michaels  as  senior  preacher;  then  two  years  on  Brunswick 
Circuit — the  first  with  Rev.  L.  S.  Reed  and  the  second  with  Rev.  R.  Michaels 
again.  Three  of  these  years  were  times  of  especial  trial— the  civil  war  was 
raging. 

At  the  Conference  of  1800  he  was  appointed  to  Patrick  Circuit,  where  he 
served  two  years.  At  the  close  of  these  years  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Lyon, 
daughter  of  Major  Daniel  Lyon,  of  Petersburg,  Virginia,  and  went  to  Eastville 
Circuit,  remaining  there  two  years,  d he  Church,  especially  the  Sunday-schools, 
enjoyed  great  prosperity.  Thence  to  West  Amherst  Circuit  one  year;  two  to 
Amherst  Circuit;  one  year  each  to  Srnithfield,  West  Dinwiddie  and  Sussex;  two 
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vcars  at  Conquest  and  Guilford  ; and  at  the  close  of  these  years  to  Second-Street. 
Portsmouth.  In  1881  he  became  Chaplain  at  the  Seamen  s Bethel,  which  is 
his  present  charge. 


REV.  THOMAS  II.  EARLY. 

The  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved  lias  counterpart  in  this  member  of  the  class 
of  1857.  Mr.  Early  went  at  once  into  the  hearts  of  his  fellows  in  the  Confer- 
ence, while  winning  upon  the  affections  of  all  his  parishoners.  lie  had  the  mag- 
netism that  drew  men.  It  is  rare  that  one  so  young  in  the  ministry  grew  so 
rapidly  in  all  the  powers  that  make  a fruitful  life.  To  the  dismay  of  himself 
and  his  friends,  he  was  smitten  of  disease  in  his  vocal  organs.  The  skill  of  supe- 
rior medical  men  has  been  exerted  in  vain  to  heal.  Cut  off  from  the  pulpit,  he 
continued  to  labor  with  the  zeal  of  an  apostle  wherever  occasion  offered  or  he 
could  make  opportunity.  Ilis  life  has  been  as  an  ointment  poured  forth.  lie 
has  been  active  in  all  good  ways.  Ilis  counsels  and  prayers  have  blessed  thou- 
sands. 

lie  is  the  son  of  the  late  Rishop  John  Early,  inheriting  the  firmness  and 
prudence  of  his  great  father,  and  going  beyond  him  in  the  sweet  courtesies  of 
life.  Age  mellows  and  sweetens  his  heart.  Ilis  home  is  in  Lynchburg,  Virginia. 


REV.  HENRY  CLAY  CHEATHAM. 

In  1S57,  at  Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina,  there  entered  the  Virginia  Con- 
ference a large  class  of  men  above  the  average  in  endowments  and  cultivation. 
It  has  been  rather  a notable  company.  They  have  made  their  mark  in  the  Con- 
ference. Lv  common  consent,  the  first  place  in  natural  powers  has  been  assigned 
to  Cheatham,  lie  had  the  most  meagre  opportunity  to  gain  even  the  rudiments 
of  learning — only  two  sessions  at  school  before  beginning  to  preach.  When  the 
storehouse  of  knowledge  was  opened  to  him,  his  hungry  mind  fed  with  a rave- 
nous appetite,  and  fattened  as  it  fed.  At  this  day  he  has  at  command  choice 
and  winnowed  crops  from  many  fields  of  thought  and  investigation.  It  would 
he  difficult  to  find  a minister  better  equipped  in  this  department  for  his  calling. 
In  the  pulpit  he  is  the  master  of  a compact,  vivid  and  piercing  eloquence.  In 
denouncing  vice,  the  face  of  brass  itself  would  quail  before  his  hot  and  plunging 
shot.  As  a controversialist,  on  platform  or  in  print,  he  is  a match  for  the  keenest 
scimiter  in  the  land.  Ilis  style  in  edge  and  verve  falls  not  far  behind  the  best 
or  Junius.  In  discharging  his  conscience  of  a duty  he  never  takes  counsel  of 
fear,  lie  is  true  as  steel  in  his  friendship.  He  abhors  even  the  appearance  of 
fawning  for  favor.  He  seldom  takes  part  in  the  business  of  the  Conference, 
lie  is  a quiet,  silent  man.  I le  is  a native  of  ( 'liar lotto  county,  V i rginia,  and  the 
son  of  Klkanah  Hampton  Cheatham  and  Lucy  Cheatham.  Ilis  mother’s  maiden 
name  was  Ilalelv.  He  was  born  November  12,  18J4,  and  was  converted  under 
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the  ministry  of  Rc*v.  Charles  II.  Boggs,  at  Appomattox  Courthouse,  about 
August  1,  1 sub,  ami  at  once  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.' 
Almost  immediately  after  his  conversion  he  felt  moved  to  preach  the  Gospel. 
11  is  friends  were  also  convinced  that  this  was  to  be  his  life-work.  lie  was 
licensed  as  a local  preacher  September  I,  1855.  lie  was  received  on  trial  into 
the  Virginia  Conference  in  .November,  1857.  He  served  as  junior  preacher  on 
the  Loudoun  Circuit  in  185S-’59. 

In  November,  1859,  he  was  ordained  a deacon  and  received  in  full  connection, 
lie  serves!  the  Fairfax  ( ’ircuit  in  1860,  and  the  Stafford  Circuit  in  1861.  During 
this  latter  year  he  was  married,  on  August  15th,  to  Airs.  Emma  D.  Dabney, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Llewellyn.  At  the  Conference  held  this  year,  1861, 
iu  Norfolk  city,  lie  was  ordained  an  elder.  From  this  Conference  he  was  ap- 
pointed in  the  Spotsylvania  Circuit  for  the  next  year,  18 62, "but  could  not  re- 
main on  the  circuit  by  reason  of  the  presence  of  the  Federal  army.  I Le  traveled 
Batosville  Circuit  in  1863,  and  the  Albemarle  Circuit  in  18C4-’G5.  He  served 
1 1 ic  Cumberland-Strcet  church,  in  [Norfolk,  during  1866-'6>7,  and  traveled  the 
.Nottoway  ('ircuit  in  1868.  In  the  Fall  of  this  year  his  health  entirely  failed, 
and  during  the  two  following  years,  1869-’70,  he  did  no  ministerial  work.  For 
a long  time  he  was  so  extremely  ill,  and  such  was  the  nature  of  his  affection,  that 
many  of  his  friends  thought  it  impossible  that  he  should  ever  recover;  and  he 
himself  ascribes  his  recovery  to  the  special  interposition  of  God  in  answer  to  the 
prayers  of  his  friends.  Having  been  placed  on  the  effective  list,  though  still 
very  feeble  in  health,  he  served  the  church  in  Berkeley  City  in  1871,  and  the 
church  in  Hampton  in  1872.  From,  1873  to  1876,  inclusive,  four  years,  ho 
served  the  Fnion  Station  church,  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  lie  was  at  Centenary, 
in  Lynchburg,  in  1877-’78.  In  1880  he  labored  on  Prospect  Circuit.  He  has 
since  served  Gloucester  ( 'ircuit.  Union  Station  (Richmond),  Centenary  ( Lynch- 
burg), Market-Street  (Petersburg),  Hampton,  Suffolk,  Martinsville,  and  Hay- 
good  and  Lynnhavcn,  bis  present  pastorate. 


REV.  JAMES  ERASMUS  McSPARRAN. 

Mr.  AlcSparran  has  served  the  Church  in  the  last  forty-three  years  with 
faithfulness  and  crowning  success,  bringing  in  a great  company  of  converts  and 
building  the  walls  of  Zion.  God  has  given  testimony  to  his  labors.  His  sermons 
are  of  well-seasoned  material,  firmly  joined  and  built  up  into  a strong  edifice, 
and  not  without  grace.  The  temporal  interest  is  kept  a veil  in  hand  and  cared  for. 
Churches  prosper  in  his  charge. 

Mr.  McSparrun  is  robust  and  firmly  built.  He  has  in  this  stout  anatomy  a 
fitting  energy  of  soul  that  gives  him  leadership  and  victory  in  his  movements  for 
the  defence  or  building-up  of  Zion.  There  is  solidity  in  his  work  and  thorough- 
ness! in  Ids  conduct  of  the  spiritual  and  temporal  concerns.  There  is  an  inherent 
Steadfastness  of  purpose  and  untiring  vigor  that  can  cope  with  the  most  refrac- 
tory obstacles  to  success.  There  are  few  difficulties  and  obstructions  to  Church 
advance  he  cannot  overcome.  He  has  wrought  well.  His  invincible  qualities 
are  recognized  and  honored.  In  pioneer  days  he  would  have  forced  a place  for 
Methodism  with  unwavering  exertions. 
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lie  was  bom  in  the  county  of  Albemarle,  Virginia,  July  24,  1833.  lie  was 
converted  untie]'  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Ballard  If.  Gibson,  in  the  year  1853,  at  ... 
('best nut  Grove  church,  in  the  village  of  Earlysville,  one  of  the  appointments 
in  the  Albemarle  Circuit,  of  which  Ur.  Gibson  had  charge.  Over  fifty  persons 
embraced  religion  at  that  meeting — among  whom  were  the  mother,  brother  and 
two  sisters  of  the  sfibjoct  of  this  sketch,  three  of  whom  have  passed  away,  to- 
gether with  his  father  and  two  other  brothers,  leaving  only  himself  and  youngest 
sister. 

Soon  after  making  a profession  of  religion  he  was  exercised  in  mind  on  the 
subject  of  a call  to  the  ministry;  but  such  was  the  defectiveness  of  his  mental 
training,  together  with  extreme  diffidence,  as  to  cause  him  to  doubt  the  genuine- 
ness of  his  convictions  on  that  subject.  While  thus  exercised  lie  seemed  to  be 
divinely  led  to  engage  as  colporteur  for  the  American  Tract.  Society,  through 
the  recommendation  of  a friend,  and  remained  in  its  service  till  .November, 
1857.  This  led  to  his  license  to  exhort  and  preach,  and  also  a recommendation 
to  the  Conference,  without  any  solicitation  on  his  part — in  which  he  saw  the 
hand  of  God.  In  1857  he  was  received  into  the  Virginia  Conference  and  ap- 
pointed to  serve  with  Rev.  J.  D.  Lumsden  on  Princess  Anne  Circuit. 

He  was  the  victim  of  severe  temptations  to  abandon  the  ministry.  TI is  senior 
at  first  treated  the  matter  with  ridicule,  till  he  found  the  junior  bent  on  for- 
saking the  work.  I Le  took  the  young  man  in  a room  and  told  him  of  a similar 
experience  while  on  his  first  charge.  They  began  to  pray.  The  silence  was  only 
broken  by  the  mental  struggle,  sometimes  audible,  while  pleading  for  light. 
Lumsden  arose  and  directed  the  junior  to  go  to  the  Sunday  appointment,  and 
return  to  the  parsonage  and  report  on  Monday.  After  some  urging,  Mr.  Mc- 
Sparran  started  to  the  Sabbath  service.  The  darkness  and  doubt  were  dissi- 
pated. Lumsden  met  him,  peered  into  his  face,  saw  the  change,  and  laughingly 
said,  “I  knew  what  the  sequel  would  be.” 

Strange  to  say,  in  the  midst  of  revivals  that  year  disturbing  doubts  came  as 
to  the  ( 'hristian  religion.  By  an  accident,  appointments  for  protracted  meetings 
at  two  different  places  on  the  same  Sunday  had  been  given  out.  It  was  arranged 
that  if  one  failed  he  should  quit  and  join  the  other.  The  junior  began.  There 
was  no  one  to  lead  in  singing  (he  could  not)  and  but  one  or  two  to  pray  in 
public.  An  ‘'outsider”  started  the  hymns.  The  meeting  lasted  through  the 
week,  with  no  tidings  from  Lumsden.  Result:  twenty-seven  converts;  twenty- 
seven  additions — ten  of  whom  were  converted  instantaneously  while  the 
preacher  was  leading  in  prayer  at  the  last  service.  II is  own  doubts  vanished. 

Nearly  thirty  years  passed,  and  Mr.  McSparran  was  again  on  Princess  Anne. 
The  converts  of  that  meeting— some  in  Heaven  and  the  others  faithful.  The 
story  lias  a moral:  Resist  the  Devil — do  your  duty — and  he  will  flee. 


REV.  DANIEL  G.  C.  BUTTS. 

He  is  the  son  of  Colonel  Augustine  C.  and  Anna  Maria  Butts,  and  was  horn 
October  10,  1848,  at  Roslin,  Brunswick  county,  Ya.,  the  residence  of  Rev.  John 
G.  Claiborne,  his  maternal  grandfather.  His  boyhood  was  spent  in  Brunswick 
and  G reenesvi lie  counties  and  in  Petersburg.  He  was  converted  in  1S(J2,  during 
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ii  revival  at  Market.  Street  church,  Petersburg,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  R. 
X.  Sled  cl.  Impressed  with  the  conviction  that  he  must  preach  the  Gospel,  like  "• 
Jonah,  he  lied  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  went,  not  to  Tarsliish,  but  to 
the  West.  A sad  decline  in  his  religious  life  followed.  After  severe  providen- 
tial visitations,  he  decided  not  only  to  he  a Christian,  but  to  preach.  He  re- 
turned to  Petersburg,  and  soon  saw  Dr.  Granbery,  then  in  charge  of  Market 
Street  church,  and  told  him  his  troubles.  The  pastor  gave  him  wise  counsel  and 
suitable  books.  On  the  fourth  Sunday 'afternoon  in  January,  1SGS,  Mr.  Butts 
attended  the  young  men’s  prayer  meeting  at  Washington  Street  church.  Brother 
James  Blanks  was  the  leader.  One  after  another  spoke,  until  Mr.  Butts  could 
sit  still  no  longer,  lie  arose  and  told  them  that  God  had  called  him  to  preach, 
and  he  wanted  them  to  pray  for  his  conversion.  Brother  Blanks  called  to 
prayer  and  asked  Mr.  Butts  to  lead.  He  was  astonished,  confused,  but  tried. 
Presently  the  clouds  which  bung  over  his  soul  began  to  disappear,  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness  shone  in  dazzling  splendor  through  his  whole  being,  and  the 
peace  of  God  filled  bis  heart.  On  May  1st  he  was  appointed  agent  at  Stony 
Greek  depot,  on  the  Petersburg  and  Weldon  railroad.  He  secured  board  in  the 
Christian  family  of  Rev.  James  A.  Riddick,  under  whose  direction  he  read 
theology  until  October  1st,  when,  by  the  help  of  his  grandfather,  Rev.  John  G. 
Claiborne,  be  went  to  Randolph-Macon  College,  at  Ashland,  Va.  While  here, 
on  March  ft,  1809,  he  was  licensed  by  the  Rev.  Jacob  Manning  as  a local 
preacher  at  a Quarterly  Meeting  held  at  Xorth  Run  church,  Hanover  Circuit. 
At  the  close  of  the  session  he  went  to  Gloucester  Circuit  and  labored  with  Rev. 
If.  M.  Peterson,  pastor,  until  October,  and  then  returned  to  college.  Caroline 
Circuit  wanted  to  send  two  young  men  to  college,  provided  they  would  preach 
on  the  circuit  on  Sunday.  Mr.  P.  C.  Archer,  now  of  the  Xorth  Texas  Confer- 
ence, and  Mr.  Butts  were  chosen.  It  was  necessary  that  one  of  them  should  join 
the  Conference,  and  the  lot  fell  on  Mr.  Butts.  In  1871  he  was  sent  to  Montross 
Circuit,  and  returned  there  in  1872.  He  was  married  on  Xovember  13,  1872. 
to  Miss  A.  Emma  Swann,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  George  F.  Swann,  an  influential 
Methodist  and  steward  at  Rehoboth  church,  in  Caroline  Circuit.  In  1S73  he 
was  sent  to  the  1 Ieathsville  Circuit,  where  he  remained  four  years.  During  his 
stay  here  the  people  bought  a parsonage  and  paid  for  it.  In  1877  he  was 
appointed  to  the  King  George  Circuit,  and  his  ministry  was  attended  with 
gracious  revivals  and  much  prosperity.  In  1881  lie  was  sent  to  the  Middlesex 
Circuit  and  in  1SS5  he  was  sent  to  Princess  Anne  Circuit,  and  in  both  of  these 
fields  of  labor  he  achieved,  under  God,  a success  every  way  equal  to  that  which 
had  marked  his  previous  ministerial  life.  In  1887  he  was  placed  in  charge  of 
Wright  Memorial  church,  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  where  he  served  three  years, 
loved  and  respected  by  his  people. 

The  last  dollar  of  the  debt  on  the  beautiful  building  was  paid  before  the  close 
of  his  second  year;  forty-one  of  its  most  substantial  members  were  added  under 
his  ministry,  and  his  salary  was  increased  from  $1,100  to  $1,400.  “The  Sun- 
day-School Workers”  were  organized  by  him  and  raised  $700  as  a foundation 
fund  for  the  new  building  on  Randolph  street. 

In  1890  Mr.  Butts  was  sent  to  Mathews  Circuit,  one  of  the  best  charges  in 
the  Conference.  Here  during  a pastorate  of  four  years  it  is  said  that  he  did  the 
work  of  his  lift*  and  lifted  the  church  to  a higher  plane  of  material  prosperity. 
Two  churches — “’Bethel”  and  “Salem” — were  enlarged  and  improved,  and  a 
new  one — “St.  Paul’s” — built  in  the  place  of  “Point.”  In  Xovember,  1894,  he 
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was  sent  to  Aecoinac  Circuit,  in  tlic  northern  part  of  Accomac  county,  composed 
o+'  Temperancevi  lie,  Sanford,  Guilford  and  Thomas’s. 

flic  I !li > x < >m  Circuit  was  planned  by  Brother  Butts  and  a lot  secured  at 
Bloxom  Station  for  a parsonage  and  a chapel.  The  parsonage  was  built  before 
Conference  met,  and  a chapel  lias  since  been  erected  on  the  lot. 

In  November,  I SP.I,  lie  was  sent  to  Albemarle  and  remained  three  years.  The 
mountain  work  hindered  his  pastoral  instincts,  and  in  ISPS  he  was  returned  to 
the  scacoast,  where  he  had  served  twenty-five  years,  and  placed  in  charge  of  that 
grand  old  circuit  of  historic  deeds  and  memories — Gloucester.  He  is  entering 
upon  his  third  year  on  this  charge,  and  has  spent  the  two  in  improving  church 
property,  as  usual. 

During  his  ministry  of  thirty  years,  Air.  Butts  has  superintended  the  begin- 
ning, erection  or  completion  of  ‘‘Providence,”  in  Westmoreland;  ‘‘Bethany,”  in 
Northumberland;  “Grace,”  in  King  George;  “Centenary”  and  “Bethel.”  in 
Middlesex,  and  “Providence,”  in  Princess  Anne,  besides  the  churches  already 
mentioned  above,  and  he  clears  the  debt  as  he  builds,  except  at  Bloxom. 

Rev.  I ).  G.  C.  Butts  is  somewhat  under  the  medium  size — in  height  about  five 
feet  and  five  inches,  yet  compactly  and  strongly  built.  lie  is  capable  of  en- 
durance, works  hard  and  stands  the  drain  upon  his  energies  without  fatigue. 
Few  men  can  perform  the  same  amount  of  toil  with  equal  ease.  His  complexion 
is  dark,  eyes  of  a hazel  caste,  hair  black,  prematurely  threaded  with  gray,  llis 
carriage  is  as  of  one  who  enjoys  life.  Intellectually,  he  possesses  powers,  in 
many  respects,  of  rare  worth.  If  he  were  not  so  diffident  and  mistrustful  of  his 
own  ability,  he  would  show  to  greater  advantage.  He  is  quick  in  his  perceptions, 
full  of  humor,  genial  in  disposition,  as  confiding  as  a child  and  an  excellent  com- 
panion. Mon  seek  him  and  trust  in  him.  Strange  is  it  that  one  whose  presence 
brings  so  much  sunshine  to  others  should  ever  be  subject  to  a moment’s  de- 
spondency. llis  sermons  are  dways  good,  often  of  great  power.  II is  delivery 
is  earnest  without  being  impassioned.  Occasionally  there  are  sallies  of  wit  in 
his  discourses,  which  enliven  rather  than  detract  from  the  impression  of  the 
thought  which  he  presents.  It  is  a question  whether  any  .Methodist  preacher  in 
Virginia  has  smelted  ore  and  hammered  out  such  an  assortment  of  superior 
structural  material,  bending  and  bolting  it  into  sermons  of  steel,  as  this  miner 
in  theology  and  machinist  in  discourses.  He  never  is  debtor  to  the  forge  of 
another  Carnegie.  Withal,  he  is  devoted  to  his  Master  and  to  the  work  assigned 
him,  and  continually  grows  in  all  the  qualifications  of  a useful  minister. 

We  may  notice,  also,  that  beyond  the  pulpit,  he  has  attained  a reputation  as  a 
humorous  lecturer  that  is  well  deserved. 


EEV.  JOSHUA  S.  HUNTER. 

He  is  the  pastor  of  our  church  at  Farmville.  He  has  prime  native  gifts,  and 
they  have  been  whetted.  lie  studies  choice  hooks.  His  profiting  appears  to  all. 
lie  divides  the  Word  rightly,  and  gives  each  his  meat  in  due  season.  He  has 
not  gotten  his  growth,  llis  conversion  took  place  in  1SG3.  In  1870  he  joined 
(he  Conference,  and  was  sent  to  Bedford  Circuit,  where  he  served  two  years; 
the  same  length  of  time  on  Prospect  Circuit,  and  four  years  on  Louisa  Circuit. 
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In  November,  IS7S,  lie  was  assigned  to  Centenary,  Lynchburg;  then  Fannville; 
next  Norfolk;  next  Fannville  District;  next  Alt.  Vernon,  Danville;  next. 
Trinity,  Richmond;  next  Charlottesville  District;  then  to  Fannville  Station. 

11  is  father  was  Robert  Hunter.  J I is  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Paulina  A. 
Slaughter.  The  preacher’s  birthplace  is  Appomattox;  date,  August  2G,  1844. 

Air.  Hunter  is  recognized  as  a prime  force  for  a difficult  task  demanding  tact, 
energy  and  consecration.  Battles  are  won  before  the  fight,  by  adroit  manoeu- 
vring. Air.  Hunter  uses  sacred  strategy.  He  enlists  bis  entire  Church  citizen- 
ship and  inspires  them  with  his  own  zeal.  They  soon  have  a “mind  for  the 
work.”  He  illustrates  that  best  art  in  a pastor — setting  everybody  in  motion 
and  towards  wise  ends.  lie  enterprises  chapels  beyond  his  own  parish  and 
makes  expeditions  outside  of  bis  cantonment,  but  not  to  the  neglect  of  bis  own 
charge,  lie  has  brought  the  capstone  to  parsonage  and  church  where  many 
men  would  despair.  And  yet  he  is  not  a restless  man  ; rather  grave  and  balanced. 

1 1 i s sermons  are  the  products  of  distillation  in  a thoughtful  mind  of  varied 
information  and  learning.  They  are  delivered  with  fervor,  naturalness  and 
iorce.  Air.  Hunter  excels  as  a pastor.  His  sincere  interest  in  his  flock  and  his 
watchfulness  for  their  good  endear  him  to  his  people.  He  has  done  the  Church 
enduring  service. 


REV.  WERTER  II.  GREGORY. 

This  enterprising  minister — builder  in  Zion,  whose  works  praise  him  in  the 
gates — is  a native  of  .Mecklenburg  county,  Virginia.  He  attained  fifty  years 
August  31,  11)00.  11  is  father,  Richard  Claiborne  Gregory,  was  a captain  in  the 

war  of  1812,  and  served  in  the  General  Assembly.  Mr.  AVerter  Gregory’s  grand- 
father was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution  and  a relation  of  John  Hancock.  The 
mother  of  the  preacher  was  a Miss  Eliza  Twitty  Bailey.  Mr.  Werter  Gregory 
was  converted  under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  J.  AY  Blincoe,  in  Powhatan,  Vir- 
ginia, but  did  not  join  the  Church  until  after  he  entered  school  at  Randolph 
Macon  College,  in  1808,  and  was  then  received  by  Brother  Jamieson,  who  was 
the  chaplain.  While  there  he  was  exercised  on  the  subject  of  preaching.  After 
leaving  school  lie  taught  awhile.  In  November,  1871,  he  was  received  as  an  iti- 
nerant preacher  in  the  Conference.  His  first  appointment  was  Spotsylvania 
Circuit — a section  exhausted  by  the  presence  of  hostile  armies — which  he  sig- 
nalized by  begging  a thousand  dollars  in  Baltimore  and  Virginia  cities  to  dis- 
charge church  debts.  This  show's  the  grit  of  the  man.  The  Conference  gained 
in  him  a member  of  firm  fibre,  unflagging  zeal  and  expanding  mind.  lie  is  the 
best  type  of  that  race  of  men  who  made  Alethodism.  A V i t b personal  piety  are 
united  common  sense,  steady  nerve,  athletic  muscles  and  the  sum  of  things  called 
‘‘go.”  lie  uses  books  as  he  does  an  axe — practically.  Time  is  not  wasted  in  idle 
turning  of  the  leaves.  lie  gets  out  the  marrow  and  discards  the  bone.  He  is 
equipped  for  his  vocation.  He  conducts  the  finances,  the  building,  the  big  meet- 
ings, all  to  success.  His  energetic,  not  bustling,  movements  set  slow  men  to 
better  gait  and  start  the  apathetic.  Far  politer  than  Nehcmiah,  lie  is  not  a whit 
behind  the  patriotic  Jew7  in  bringing  to  pass  the  w'ise  purposes  towards  Zion. 
The  spiritual  and  material  elements  augment  under  bis  ministry. 
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lie  preaches  with  ease  and  with  apt  words,  launching  a thought  from  an  in- 
cline path  of  ‘‘ship-ways”  framed  by  a fit  and  gravitating  illustration.  Like  tin* 
rivets  on  metal  armor  of  monitors,  the  holts  that  fasten  his  doctrines  and  deliv- 
erance's arc  forced  in  while  hot  and  hammered  at  a red-heat. 

Mr.  Gregory  has  a high  and  broad  brow  and  the  balanced  head  we  find  in  the 
typical  busts  of  the  Julian  gens. 

lie  has  been  pastor  at  Edenton,  Berlin,  Ettrick,  Eelson,  Westmoreland, 
Albemarle,  Gloucester,  Bedford  Circuit,  Martinsville  and  Pungoteague,  his 
present  charge.  He  is  married,  and  the  proverbial  heritage  of  the  “cloth”  is 
his — many  and  merry  children. 

His  wife  was  Miss  Sallie  J.  Payne,  daughter  of  James  H.  Payne,  of  Pitt- 
sylvania county,  Ya.,  and  granddaughter  of  Alexander  P.  Price,  of  Bedford 
county,  Ya.,  a steward,  the  host  of  preachers. 


BEY.  JAIMES  E.  GATES. 

Brother  Gates  is  a native  of  Chesterfield,  but  his  youth  was  passed  chiefly 
in  Petersburg.  His  mother  was  a Methodist,  and  her  son  was  dedicated  in 
infancy  to  the  Lord  by  baptism  at  a Methodist  altar.  Ilis  father  became  a Chris- 
tian while  young  Gates  was  still  a small  boy.  lie  pays  a high  tribute  to  his 
parents  in  a paragraph  lying  before  us:  “The  impress  of  ray  parents’  piety,  so 
constant  and  regular  in  its  flow,  so  humble,  earnest  and  pure,  has  been  upon  me 
through  life;  it  is  a controlling  influence  with  me  to-day — will,  I doubt  not, 
follow  me  to  the  grave.”  Ilis  father  joined  the  Baptists,  and  his  mother,  wish- 
ing to  be  with  him  in  Church  relation,  connected  herself  with  the  same  denomi- 
nation. Their  son  attended  the  Sunday-school  of  that  people,  where  he  enjoyed 
their  instruction. 

Though  but  a boy,  he  could  not  remain  silent  when  the  hard  decrees  of  Calvin, 
the  uncharity  of  close  communion  and  other  narrow  notions  were  inculcated.  He 
gave  the  reasons  for  the  differing  faith  in  him,  and  his  father,  at  home,  listened 
cheerfully  to  the  argument  and  Scripture.  He  soon  joined  the  Washington 
Street  Methodist  Sunday-school — or  rather,  as  it  was  then,  the  Union  Street — 
where  he  remained  until  manhood.  In  the  spring  of  1842,  under  the  ministry 
of  the  Rev.  Anthony  Dibroll,  he  was  converted,  and  embraced  the  first  oppor- 
tunity to  join  the  church.  He  immediately  became  interested  in  all  of  the 
meetings  of  the  church,  and  was  never  absent  from  any  of  them,  except  when 
circumstances  beyond  his  control  prevented. 

Revs.  A.  Dibrell,  Dr.  IV.  A.  Smith,  Edward  Wadsworth,  George  W.  Lang- 
horne  and  II.  B.  Cowles  served  the  Washington  Street  church  during  his  con- 
nection with  it.  Ilis  interest  was  so  deep  and  constant  in  the  preaching  of 
these  pious  servants  of  God  that  he  always  felt  it  a great  privation  to  be  absent 
from  the  church.  They  doubtless  did  much  in  giving  tone  to  his  religious  char- 
acter. Here  a mutual  fondness  for  each  other  sprang  up  between  Rev.  II.  B. 
Cowles  and  Mr.  Gates,  which,  without  the  least  interruption,  lasted  to  the  day  of 
Mr.  Cowles’s  death. 

He  was  educated  at  the  Anderson  Academy,  in  Petersburg,  with  the  good  for- 
tune of  Methodist  teachers,  who  put,  theological  works  in  his  hands.  He  became 
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an  assistant,  ami  then,  by  reason  of  failing  health,  engaged  in  more  active  buM- 
ness.  lie  suffered  loss  in  his  spiritual  state,  lie  taught  in  .Manchester  in  ls-rs 
and  then  in  Richmond,  with  success,  in  his  private  school,  and  for  thirteen  years 
was  Principal  of  the  Lancastrian  Academy,  of  this  city. 

On  his  first  location  in  .Richmond  die  was  visited  by  his  old  Petersburg  pastor, 
Rev.  II.  B.  Cowles,  who  was  in  charge  of  Centenary,  and  under  whose  care 
the  fading  piety  of  .Mr.  Gates  was  restored.  Air.  Gates  soon  began  to  do  excel- 
lent service  in  the  Oregon  Sunday-school,  a suburban  chapel  under  the  patron- 
age id'  Centenary.  lie  became  at  once  a leading  official  in  this  missionary 
church.  Presently  he  became  exhorter  and  local  preacher.  This  was  about 
lsf>4.  lie  exercised  his  gifts  regularly  in  Richmond  and  the  near  appoint- 
ments to  the  city,  lie  was  among  the  first  to  begin  the  Sidney  work,  which 
has  culminated  in  that  gem — Park  Place.  lie  was  active  in  the  ‘‘Millers  Barn” 
enterprise,  which  resulted  in  Alount  Zion,  Henrico. 

A gentleman  of  wealth  who  had  heard  Air.  Gates  in  the  noted  Anderson  Lite- 
rary Association  (a  debating  society  where  many  maiden  swords  of  now  emi- 
nent men  were  first  “fleshed”  ),  offered  him  the  means  of  turning  to  the  law  as  a 
profession.  Mr.  Gates  desired  only  to  proclaim  the  glad  tidings  of  Jesus. 

In  .1  "Hit)  Dr.  Hogget t,  of  the  Richmond  District,  pressed  Air.  Gates  into  ser- 
vice as  a .supply  for  Oregon  church.  Though  his  school  duties  were  onerous, 
the  urgency  of  the  Elder  overcame  his  reluctance.  He  served  the  charge  for 
seven  years.  II is  change  from  the  local  to  the  itinerant  ranks  is  told  in  a few 
genuine  heartfelt  words: 

"While  my  family  continued  large  and  helpless,  my  conscience  rested  well 
in  the  1 ocal  ranks;  hut  when  providential  dispensations,  some  of  them  exceed- 
ingly sad,  had  reduced  us  to  too  small  a number  for  housekeeping,  thoughts  of 
the  traveling  connection  came  on  with  increased  force,  giving  me  scarcely  any 
rest,  either  day  or  night,  until  I promised  the  Lord  to  offer  at  the  next  session 
of  our  Conference  for  admission;  and  if  successful,  to  do  my  best  as  a minister 
of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.” 

lie  was  received  on  trial  in  1*71  and  assigned  to  the  Xelson  Circuit,  which 
he  served  for  three  voars.  There  were  two  hundred  and  twentv-five  converts. 
He  lal  >ored  on  the  Seottsville  Circuit  the  next  three  years  with  great  and 
gracious  success,  though  his  health  gave  way  in  the  last  year. 


REV.  TITO Ar AS  II.  CAMPBELL. 

The  war  record  of  Campbell  is  a stirring  story  of  a veteran  in  the  great 
pitched  battles  of  America.  The  stubborn  stuff  of  Scotch  and  British  ances- 
tors shows  itself  in  the  Confederate  warrior.  With  this  tough  courage  was 
joined  the  chivalry  of  Godfrey  or  Sir  Galahad.  It  is  the  very  pearl  of  knight- 
hood to  find  a soldier  shot  down  while  risking  his  life  to  give  a wounded  enemy 
a drink  of  water,  or  a hoy  putting  in  peril  his  own  life  in  rescuing  a drowning 
slave.  Tt  is  not  a surprise  that  such  a man  was  found  resolute  and  faithful 
when  severely  tested  on  post  by  his  own  commander,  whose  horse  lie  seized  and 
forced  the  rider  to  obev  the  rules  of  an  iirmv  in  the  field. 


KEY.  CHARLES  F.  COMER. 
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Mr.  Campbell  has  carried  into  the  ministry  the  same  lofty  traits  of  character. 
It  would  have  been  the  jov  of  that  first  apostle  who  counted  not  his  life  dear 
unto  himself,  when  in  the  path  of  duty,  to  have  had  the  limping  and  scarred 
Confederate  for  lieutenant  in  that  other  war  of  pulling  down  the  strongholds  of 
Satan.  Mr.  Campbell  commands  the  respect  of  the  Church  by  his  zeal,  devo- 
tion, and  ability.  All  the  departments  of  the  work  are  thrifty  under  his  over- 
sight and  leadership.  He  is  strong  in  the  pulpit  and  possesses  social  magnet- 
ism. II  is  works  praise  him. 

He  comes  of  true  Methodist  stock.  The  family  has  among  its  members 
some  of  the  first  men,  in  native  endowments,  that  honor  the  laity  of  Virginia 
Methodism.  ITe  is  the  son  of  Lewis  S.  and  Eliza  I).  Campbell,  and  was  born 
in  Amherst  county,  December  18,  1838.  His  ancestors  have  been  pillars  in 
Virginia  Methodism  and  their  residences  “homes”  of  the  preachers.  His  father 
was  for  years  an  officer  in  the  Church. 

He  was  converted  and  joined  the  Church  in  1856.  He  did  not  heed  the  call 
to  the  ministry,  and  was  on  the  verge  of  withdrawing  from  the  Church.  After 
awhile  he  gave  ear  to  the  “Woe  is  me  if  I preach  not  the  Gospel!”  He  had 
purposed  to  finish  bis  education  (which  had  gone  forward  in  the  academies)  at 
Emory  and  Henry  College.  He  remained  at  that  institution  two  years.  He 
was  licensed  in  March  of  1861.  He  became  a soldier  in  the  civil  war  at  its 
inception.  He  was  of  the  famous  Pickett’s  Division.  The  first  Manassas 
introduced  him  to  battle.  He  was  wounded  in  the  head  at  Williamsburg.  At 
Gaines’  Mill  a bullet  shattered  his  thigh  while  driving  with  the  bayonet  a supe- 
rior force  from  intrenchments. 

Ho  exercised  bis  gifts  as  a local  preacher  until  1872.  Since  that  date  he  has 
served  the  Church  with  consecrated  zeal,  and  not  without  garnered  results. 
In  October,  1862,  he  married  Miss  Wood,  whose  influence  upon  his  career  has 
been  a distinct  blessing.  It  would  not  be  excess  of  praise  to  use  the  words 
of  the  Wise  Man  in  a pen  portrait  of  her  virtues.  The  heart  of  her  husband 
doth  safely  trust  in  her,  for  she  hath  done  him  good  all  the  days  of  her  life. 
Her  children  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed. 

It  was  among  the1  children  of  this  happy  union  that  the  first  “Rosebud”  Mis- 
sionary Society  was  formed.  A lovely  little  daughter  was  called  “Rosebud.” 

His  height  is  probably  five  feet  nine  inches;  in  weight,  he  ranges  from  145 
to  160  pounds;  his  complexion,  a mild  type  of  the  brunette.  He  has  a genial 
temperament,  and  in  the  social  circle  shows  much  magnetism.  The  solidity 
of  character  which  he  strenuously  maintains  has  won  for  him  a large  number 
of  firm  and  admiring  friends.  “True  as  steel”  may  well  be  said  of  him,  and 
this  in  connection  with  an  affection  and  generosity  that  extends  to  all  the  rela- 
tions of  life. 

His  gestures,  in  which  the  eyes,  face,  and  hands  play  the  most  important  part, 
are  few,  natural,  and  easy.  In  manner,  he  is  self-possessed  and  dignified.  His 
public  speech  is  often  charged  with  pathos.  His  thoughtful  sermons,  which 
frequently  take  wing  with  well-sustained  flights  of  the  imagination,  impress 
the  hearer  by  their  clearnesss,  practicalness,  and  fervent  spirituality. 

Mr.  Campbell  has  spent  sixteen  years  in  the  pastorate  and  twelve  years  on 
districts.  He  has  now  a choice  parish  at  Batesville,  in  the  picturesque  Pied- 
mont of  Albemarle.  He  resides  in  tbe  most  elegant  parsonage  in  rural  Vir- 
ginia, formerly  the  finest  villa  and  grounds  in  that  section. 
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REV.  HERBERT  M.  HOPE. 

Herbert  Meredith  Hope  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  November  23, 
1850,  and  is  the  son  of  William  M.  and  Virginia  F.  Hope.  He  prosecuted  his 
studies  tor  some  years  at  the  Virginia  Collegiate  Institute,  at  Portsmouth,  and 
then  accepted  a position  on  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Norfolk  Virginian.  After- 
wards for  four  years  he  attended  Randolpli-Macon  College,  where  he  graduated 
and  distinguished  himself  as  a debater,  receiving  the  medal  of  the  Washington 
Society. 

When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  was  converted  and  joined  Monumental  church, 
of  Portsmouth.  He  was  licensed  by  Hanover  Quarterly  Conference  in  1871, 
was  received  on  trial  by  the  Annual  Conference  in  1873,  and  was  ordained 
deacon  by  Bishop  MeTyeire  at  Danville  in  1875,  and  elder  at  Lynchburg  in 
1877. 

Lpon  joining  the  Conference  he  was  sent  to  Culpeper,  where  he  had  already 
done  some  ministerial  work.  The  following  year  he  went  to  Cambridge,  Mary- 
land. where  he  found  that  blessing  from  the  Lord,  a good  wife.  On  December 
8,  1875,  he  married  Miss  Emma  Vinton  on  his  way  to  his  new  appointment — - 
Amherst  Circuit.  After  two  years  at  Amherst,  lie  spent  four  at  Gordonsvillc 
and  Orange,  bis  pastorate  being  marked  by  the  reunion  of  all  the  Methodists 
of  Cordonsville,  and  the  consequent  strengthening  of  that  church  and  by  the 
improvement  of  the  church  property  at  Orange.  The  next  four  years  he  spent 
at  Chestnut-Street  church,  Berkley,  each  year’s  work  resulting  in  a gracious 
revival,  and  before  his  term  ended  a handsome  parsonage  was  built.  In  1885 
he  went  to  ( 'harlottesville,  where  he  spent,  four  years  of  faithful  labor,  receiving 
as  an  earnest  of  bis  reward  more  than  three  hundred  additions,  almost  doubling 
Ids  membership.  The  church  building  being  unsuitable,  Mr.  Hope  bent  his 
energies  to  improving  it,  and  soon  it  was  transformed  into  the  handsomest  church 
in  the  city,  beautifully  furnished,  the  whole  outlay  being  ten  thousand  dollars. 
1 1 l November,  1889,  he  went  to  Danville  to  take  charge  of  the  Main-Street 
church.  Here  he  not  only  remodeled  the  church,  making  it,  by  the  expenditure 
of  thousands  of  dollars,  one  of  the  handsomest  churches  in  the  bounds  of  the 
Conference,  but  by  like  expenditure,  transformed  the  adjacent  parsonage  into 
one  of  the  most  striking,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  comfortable,  preacher’s  homes 
among  us.  Hi  1893  be  went  to  Market-Street,  Petersburg,  where  God  blessed 
his  labors  in  the  saving  of  many  souls.  Here,  also,  he  greatly  improved  the 
church  edifice.  In  November,  1895,  he  was  sent  to  Clay-Street,  Richmond. 
Here,  as  elsewhere,  God  gave  him  seals  to  bis  ministry.  In  1890  he  was  given 
a nominal  appointment  (second  man  at  Washington-Street,  Petersburg)  in  order 
that  he  might  do  a much-needed  work  for  the  Young  Mon’s  Christian  Associa- 
tion in  that  city,  to  which  he  seemed  providentially  called.  In  1897  he  was 
appointed  associate  editor  of  the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate,  which  position 
lie  now  fills  with  honor  to  himself  and  with  credit  to  the  Church. 

Herbert  Hope  is  a man  of  exalted  piety,  of  strong  mind  and  great  energy, 
lie  possesses  fine  powers  of  organization  and  has  more  than  ordinary  executive 
ability.  His  pure  and  consecrated  life,  genial  manners,  warm  heart  and  gen- 
erous hand  endear  him  to  the  whole  community  in  which  he  lives,  and  give  him 
an  influence  that  is  a power  for  good  beyond  his  own  congregation.  The  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  has  blessed  his  work  in  the  pulpit  and  among  the  people. 
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REV.  JOHN  T.llOORE. 

Mr.  Moure  Iris  superior  furniture  for  the  ministry.  He  acquired  at  college, 
not  only  a mastery  over  an  impediment  of  speech  as  perfectly  as  did  Summer- 
Held,  hut  a pleasing  oratory  and  thorough  culture.  Since  his  entrance  into  the 
ministry  he  has  laid  up  choice  material  for  his  work  and  wrought  out  a series  of 
strong,  engaging  and  stirring  discourses,  lie  has  also  a charm  in  social  life 
that  makes  much  in  the  inventory  of  prime  equipments  for  his  vocation. 

lie  is  the  son  of  Raleigh  P.  and  Elizabeth  W.  Moore,  and  was  horn  in  Mew 
Kent  county,  Virginia,  August  28,  1845.  TIis  parents  were  of  English  ancestry. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was  Ratclitfe,  identical  with  the  English  name 
Radclitfc. 

When  quite  young  he  was  the  subject  of  religious  impressions.  Faithful 
preaching  from  time  to  time  stirred  his  conscience,  and,  though  these  impres- 
sions ordinarily  soon  wore  oil’,  the  seeds  of  Gospel  truth  lodged  by  this  means 
in  his  heart,  doubtless,  had  much  to  do  with  his  conversion.  This  event  took 
place,  in  the  absence  of  any  ministerial  effort  or  prevailing  religious  interest, 
December  4,  1SG4.  Xew  Kent  Circuit,  however,  was  left  so  disorganized  at 
the  close  of  the  war  that  he  did  not  join  the  church  until  February,  1866. 

A few  days  after  his  conversion  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  doing  some  active  work  for  Christ  in  the  salvation  of  souls.  This  impression 
-"un  to<>k  the  form  of  decided  drawings  to  the  Christian  ministry.  In  response 
to  these  drawings,  he  entered  Ran dolph-A Eicon  College  in  the  fall  of  1869  and 
joined  the  Virginia  Annual  Conference  in  1873.  lie  continued  at  college  until 
June,  1874,  when  he  was  transferred  from  Oregon,  Richmond,  where  he  had 
served  on  Sabbaths,  to  Gordonsville.  His  fields  of  labor  have  been  Gordonsville, 
IS  74-' 75 ; Salisbury,  Maryland,  1876;  Ashland,  1877;  Amherst  Circuit, 
1S7S-’N1  ; Medford  Springs,  Smithfield,  Amherst,  Belle  Haven,  Bethany,  Wake- 
field, Prince  George,  and  Dorchester. 

Air.  Moore  was  placed  on  the  superannuated  list  to  recruit  his  health,  which 
is  his  present  position. 

M r.  Moore  is  striving  earnestly  for  the  entire  sanctification  of  his  soul,  spirit, 
mind,  and  body,  cherishing  the  company  of  Christians  who  have  obtained  this 
high  degree.  Ife  is  a devout  man,  seeking  to  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of 
God.  11  is  endeavors  were  towards  a larger  measure  of  the  divine  life  in  his 
parishioners.  He  is  drawing  his  cares  that  way.  The  blessings  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  have  borne  witness  to  his  sincere  work  for  the  Church. 

lie  is  tall  and  graceful,  pleasing  in  address,  courteous  to  all,  of  grave  bearing, 
having  always  before  him  the  weighty  message  of  his  commission. 

He  is  happily  married  to  a lady  of  piety  and  culture. 


REV.  JOHN  IT.  KABLER. 

The  name  originally  was  Ivobler,  and  suggests  German  origin.  K abler  is  of 
old  Methodist  fame.  The  Revs.  John  and  Frederick  Kohler  were  pioneer 
preachers  in  the  western  wilds.  They  were  kinsmen  of  our  Kabler.  There  is 
much  of  their  old  solidity  and  zeal  in  our  brother.  Tie  gave  his  service  first  to 
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his  country,  not  begrudging  his  blood,  and  then  entered  the  ranks  of  the  Church, 
where  his  devotion  and  labor  have  met  with  the  reward  of  success  and  admira- 
tion. Ho  was  under  Stonewall.  He  surrendered  with  the  "Immortals”  at  Appo- 
mattox. It  is  well  understood  that  the  Conference  can  reckon  on  Kabler  as 
doing  always  full  duty.  He  has  proofs  from  heaven  of  his  call — converts  mark 
his  ministry  and  his  own  heart  leaps  for  joy. 

His  parents  were  Harvey  and  Nancy  Smith  Kabler.  Our  preacher  was  born 
in  Bedford  county,  Virginia.  Mr.  John  II.  Kabler  was  the  seventh  son,  and 
when  about  ten  years  old  his  parents  moved  and  settled  in  Campbell  county, 
Virginia,  where  they  lived  and  died  in  the  triumphs  of  the  faith.  His  early 
educational  advantages  were  limited.  The  war  came  on  just  at  that  time  of 
life  when  he  might  have  stored  his  mind,  and  he  was  called  to  arms  in  the 
defense  of  his  country.  He  entered  the  Confederate  service  in  February,  1802, 
and  remained  at  his  post  until  the  surrender  at  Appomattox  Courthouse.  He 
was  wounded  twice — once  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  below  the  right  hip,  and 
again  near  the  close,  at  Sailors’  Creek,  slightly  in  the  right  hand. 

When  about  fourteen  years  old,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  J.  D.  Lumsden,  at 
Wesley  bury  church,  Campbell  Circuit,  he  was  converted  and  joined  the  Metho- 
dist Church.  lie  had  it  in  his  heart  as  a duty  to  preach  from  the  first  of  his 
Christian  life,  and  even  before.  When  quite  small  he  would  assemble  the  chil- 
dren of  the  neighborhood  and  preach  to  them.  After  his  conversion  he  struggled 
much  and  long  against  the  call,  and  since  the  close  of  the  war  he  went  to  Ken- 
tucky, and  spent  two  years  in  Hardin  county,  and  then  moved  to  Spencer  county. 
While  there  lie  opened  his  heart  to  the  preacher  of  that  circuit,  Rev.  \Y.  T. 
Bentine,  by  whose  aid  he  entered,  in  September,  1870,  the  Kentucky  Wesleyan 
College,  and  spent  two  years  at  this  institution.  In  June,  1872,  he  was  licensed 
as  a local  preacher,  on  Taylorsville  Circuit,  by  Rev.  T.  N.  Ralston,  Presiding 
Elder  of  Shclbyville  District,  Kentucky  Conference.  During  the  year  1872 
he  taught  school  and  preached  occasionally.  He  was  anxious  to  enter  the  itine- 
rancy and  to  cast  his  lot  with  his  native  State.  Therefore,  in  July,  1873,  he 
returned  to  Virginia,  and  in  the  following  November,  at  the  session  of  the  Vir- 
ginia ( ’onference,  was  admitted  on  trial  and  sent  to  the  Leesville  Mission.  While 
here  doubts  arose  about  his  call  to  the  ministry,  and  hard  was  the  struggle;  and 
at  one  time  during  the  year  he  made  up  his  mind  to  abandon  the  ministry,  and 
to  inform  his  Presiding  Elder  of  the  fact  when  he  came  round  again.  But  before 
that  time  Mr.  Kabler  had  much  success  in  revivals,  and  was  greatly  encouraged 
to  continue  in  the  work.  At  the  Conference  of  1871  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Orange  Circuit.  In  1875  he  was  received  into  full  connection,  ordained  deacon 
by  Bishop  McTyeire,  and  was  sent  to  Goochland  Circuit,  traveling  there  two 
years;  and  at  the  Conference  of  1877,  held  in  Lynchburg,  he  was  ordained  elder 
by  Bishop  Doggctt,  and  sent  to  Mount  Pleasant  Circuit,  and  in  1878  was  re- 
turned to  the  same  circuit.  He  has  never  paused  in  the  ministry  of  the  Word, 
serving  Madison,  in  Lynchburg;  Bertie,  Chuekatuck,  Appomattox,  Greenes- 
v i lie,  Scottsville,  East  Suffolk,  Magnolia  and  Chesterfield,  his  present  parish. 
He  has  been  married  twice. 

Mr.  Kabler  has  a fine  presence;  robust,  but  not  portly;  firmly  knit;  the  image 
of  perfect,  health;  yet  years  have  left  a frosty  track,  rather  ornamenting  his 
massive  head,  lie  is  genial,  of  noble  instincts,  without  the  restlessness  of  ambi- 
tion or  the  nervousness  of  disappointment.  Hi s conscience  has  no  evil  memories. 
IT  is  face  beams  with  good  humor  and  humanity. 
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REV.  JOHN  E.  DeSIIAZO. 

It  requires  no  gift  of  prophecy  to  predict  the  future  of  DeShazo.  God  lias 
chosen  him  to  do  no  ordinary  work.  He  has  endowed  him  with  a compact,  mus- 
cular, robust  frame,  a capacious  head,  pleasing  features  and  courage.  lie  has  a 
sweet  and  powerful  voice.  He  lias  consecration,  activity,  and  boldness  for  the 
truth.  A stout  champion  for  God  is  DeShazo.  lie  was  born  in  a section  of  the 
Commonwealth  that  has  given  many  men  of  high  renown  to  the  country.  He 
is  a native  of  King  and  Queen.  On  August  23d  he  will  be  fifty.  His  parents 
were  Charles  11.  and  Mary  DeShazo. 

During  his  childhood  his  parents  moved  to  Southside  Virginia  and  settled  in 
Dinwiddie  county,  where  he  was  brought  up.  His  maternal  grandparents  were 
among  the  earliest  Methodists  of  Eastern  Virginia. 

After  coming  to  Dinwiddie  young  DeShazo  became  connected  Avith  the  Sun- 
day-school at  Trinity  church,  at  which  he  Avas  a regular  attendant  until  he  en- 
tered the  ministry.  Here,  with  that  godly  man,  Colonel  Thomas  B.  Hamlin,  for 
his  Sunday-school  superintendent  and  teacher,  his  religious  nature  Avas  rapidly 
developed.  Often,  Avith  only  the  boy  for  an  auditor,  did  that  faithful  man  of 
God  strive  to  unfold  the  beauties  of  God’s  Avord — nor  Avere  his  labors  in  vain. 
Another  devout  Methodist  contributed  also  to  the  aAvakening  of  the  youth  in 
the  class-meeting,  Avhich  has  always  been  kept  up  in  that  church  once  a month. 
This  person  was  old  Brother  "Wyatt  Williams.  These  simple  Avords,  solemnly 
uttered  in  the  class-meeting  by  that  venerable  saint,  “I  thank  God  I am  not  tired 
of  serving  Him,”  made  an  impression  upon  the  young  hearer  he  Avill  never  for- 
get. He  has  always  declared  that  it  Avas  the  most  eloquent  sermon  he  ever  has 
heard. 

In  August,  1808,  at  a protracted  meeting  at  Trinity,  under  the  ministry  of 
Rev.  Jacob  11.  Proctor,  these  influences  culminated  in  his  conversion  to  God  and 
connection  Avith  the  Church.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Jefferson,  a local  preacher  of  Peters- 
burg, avIio  Avas  assisting  in  the  meeting,  Avas  explaining  some  precious  promise  as 
DeShazo  experienced  "the  peace  of  God.”  His  conversion  Avas  not  bright,  but 
unmistakable.  From  his  conversion  lie  gave  promise  of  usefulness  to  the 
Church.  He  Avas  regular  in  his  attendance  on  Sunday-school  and  class-meeting, 
and  soon  began  to  pray  in  public  and  to  speak  in  the  meetings.  Soon  his  mind 
began  to  be  exercised  in  regard  to  entering  the  ministry;  but  his  education  Avas 
defective,  and  he  hesitated.  At  length,  after  accumulating  a feAV  hundred  dol- 
lars by  patient  toil,  under  the  advice  and  godly  counsel  of  Brother  Hamlin,  he 
entered  Randolph-Macon  College  (February,  1S72),  Avith  the  purpose  of  fitting 
himself  to  serve  the  Church.  As  Avas  the  custom  among  the  religious  students 
of  the  institution,  he  transferred  his  membership  to  the  College  chapel,  and  on 
March  24,  1873,  at  the  second  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Randolph-Macon  District, 
held  at  Ashland,  he  Avas  licensed  to  preach.  "While  at  college  his  Sundays  Avere 
mostly  spent  in  preaching  and  teaching  in  the  country  around  the  College.  For 
two  sessions  he  superintended  a Sunday-school  at  Independence  church,  then  of 
Hanover  < 'ireuit,  tAvo  and  a half  miles  from  the  College.  He  frequently  Avalked 
from  seven  to  ten  miles  out  into  the  country  to  preach  at  some  of  the  churches — 
at  Lebanon,  Forest  Grove,  Greemvood,  etc.  Ilis  first  sermon  Avas  at  Shady 
Grove  church,  on  Hanover  Circuit.  Ilis  vacations  Avere  spent  on  the  large 
circuits  bv  request  of  the  preachers  in  charge  and  appointment  of  the  Presiding 
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Elders.  The  vacation  of  1S73  was  passed  on  Franklin  Circuit,  then  in  charge 
of  Rev.  D.  F.  Hodges,  and  having  eighteen  appointments.  The  example  and 
influence  and  ministry  of  that  saintly  man  were  a blessing  to  the  junior,  who 
loves  the  people  who  bore  with  the  ‘Toy  preacher.”  At  the  close  of  the  college 
session  of  187-1  he  was  sent  by  Rev.  D.  P.  Willis,  then  the  Presiding  Elder  of 
Richmond  District,  to  assist  Rev.  W.  G.  Williams  in  Charles  City  and  Henrico 
Circuit,  where,  under  the  fatherly  control  and  godly  direction  of  that  good 
man,  he  began  to  make  proof  of  his  ministry.  He  was,  at  the  request  of  the 
pastor,  Brother  Williams,  again  sent  to  this  circuit  to  spend  the  vacation  of  1875. 
During  the  summer  and  fall,  in  conjunction  with  the  pastor,  his  labors  were 
blessed  and  owned  of  God.  He  will  always  thank  God  for  casting  his  lot  with 
this  man  of  God  and  this  excellent  people.  At  the  Quarterly  Meeting  for 
this  circuit  he  was  recommended  to  the  Annual  Conference  for  admission  and 
was  admitted  at  its  session. 

He  was  appointed  to  Patrick  Circuit,  where  he  served  four  years.  He  has 
been  the  pastor  of  Franklin  Circuit,  Isle  of  Wight,  Xottoway,  South  Xorfolk, 
where  he  had  a most  successful  pastorate,  attended  by  a great  revival  of  religion, 
at  one  point  in  which  upwards  of  two  hundred  souls  were  converted  to  God  and 
brought  into  the  Church.  His  next  charge  was  South  Boston  Circuit,  on  which 
he  served  two  years  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  greatly  to  the  profit  of  the 
Church.  One  of  the  most  pervasive  revivals  in  the  history  of  that  charge  oc- 
curred under  his  administration.  Many  souls  were  added  to  the  Church 
throughout  the  bounds  of  the  circuit,  and  the  material  affairs  of  the  Church  were 
greatly  improved.  The  elegant  sanctuary  at  South  Boston  was  brought  to  com- 
pletion and  dedication,  and  a debt  of  long  standing  at  Shady  Grove  was  can- 
celled. His  pastorate  here  was  profitable.  In  1893  from  the  Conference  at 
Xorfolk  he  was  sent  as  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Danville  District,  a position 
which  he  held  with  an  eminent  degree  of  success  for  four  years.  The  same  un- 
tiring zeal  which  characterized  his  work  in  the  pastorate  was  displayed  in  this 
larger  field  of  labor.  Xo  man  ever  brought  to  this  office  greater  energy  and 
prudence  than  DeShazo.  He  magnified  his  responsible  position  and  made  it 
count  for  the  extension  of  Christ’s  kingdom.  Mission  fields  were  occupied  and 
enterprises  of  magnitude  were  projected.  The  work  at  Cabell  Street,  and  also 
that  at  Washington  Street,  Danville,  was  originated  during  his  eldership.  Al- 
most every  church  in  the  district  was  visited  by  him  at  least  once  each  year. 
Thus  did  he  make  full  proof  of  his  ministry  and  of  his  fitness  for  the  office  of 
Presiding  Elder.  With  both  preachers  and  people  he  was  deservedly  popular. 
He  was  while  here  one  of  the  associate  editors  of  the  “Methodist/’  a prime  pub- 
lication by  the  brethren  of  Danville.  His  pen  greatly  enriched  its  columns  and 
kept  the  affairs  of  the  district  constantly  before  the  people. 

Tlis  next  charge  was  Mathews  Circuit,  where  he  has  just  closed  his  fourth 
year,  greatly  to  the  regret  of  his  people.  As  elsewhere,  his  measure  of  success 
has  been  great  on  this  chief  circuit  of  the  Conference,  lie  is  now  pastor  of  Isle 
of  Wight. 

This  stalwart  apostle  of  Methodism  has  reached  the  meridian  of  life — fifty 
years — yet,  time  has  touched  him  but  lightly  in  passing.  There  are  years  of  best 
work  in  that  sturdy  frame.  He  is  industrious  and  active,  a good  preacher  and 
a diligent  pastor. 

His  pulpit  work  is  characteristic — there  is  but  one  DeShazo — and  is  usually 
a striking,  pungent,  and  convincing  presentation  of  truth.  Sinners  are  awak- 
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ened  and  converted.  The  Church  is  built  up  and  strengthened.  Tie  knows 
no  spirit  of  compromise  in  questions  of  right  and  wrong.  Sham  and  hypocrisy 
are  mercilessly  castigated,  while  sincerity  is  encouraged  and  comforted.  He 
has  in  large  degree  native  wit  and  humor,  and  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  apt 
illustration.  lie  never  indulges  in  wit  or  sarcasm,  however,  for  its  own  sake. 
When  employed,  it  is  as  a means  to  an  end.  He  comes  directly  to  the  point  and 
makes  the  issue  in  strong,  terse  terms. 

Mr.  DeShazo  has  positive  convictions  and  is  always  in  line  with  them.  On 
the  questions  before  the  Church  to-day  he  has  decided  opinions,  and  uses  his  pen 
not  infrequently  with  regard  to  them.  He  believes  in  rotation  in  chief  posi- 
tions of  the  Church,  and  that  the  only  thing  that  should  keep  one  in  high  office 
i.  merit  and  efficiency.  lie  thinks  strongly,  but  loves  warmly.  His  heart  is  as 
large  as  his  stalwart  frame  and  as  true  as  the  needle  to  the  pole.  He  knows 
nothing  but  love  for  his  brethren. 

He  is  married  to  a lady  of  superior  culture,  an  excellent  woman  and  an  ac- 
quisition to  any  society.  A bevy  of  charming  children  adorn  their  home  circle. 

That  charge  is  to  he  congratulated  which  secures  the  services  of  this  conse- 
crated and  faithful  Christian  minister. 

He  has  served  the  Church  in  many  places— on  committees,  in  the  pastorate, 
m the  eldership,  and  always  with  the  most  untiring  zeal  and  with  the  greatest 
fidelity. 


REV.  CHARLES  D.  CRAWLEY. 

'This  robust  “Son  of  Thunder”  represents  muscular  Christianity  in  the  Con- 
ference, if  the  stoutest  forces  in  nerve  and  bone  rank  a preacher  as  an  athletic 
apostle.  A noble  head  sits  upon  broad  shoulders,  and  these  upon  a body  “round 
as  a barrel,”  supported  by  legs  corded  from  hip  to  heel  with  toughest  tendons. 
There  is  nothing  of  coarseness  in  this  stalwart  frame;  rather  refined,  though 
masculine.  The  voice  is  in  keeping  with  the  stout  presence.  The  tones  come  as 
from  a slow-swinging  bell  of  a cathedral — a metallic  baritone.  The  distant 
idler,  dozing  in  a carriage  on  the  grounds  of  a camp-meeting,  i$  waked  by  the 
stroke  of  that  smiting  tongue  upon  the  drowsy  ear-drum.  He  sings.  The  metri- 
cal numbers  are  borne,  on  the  crest  of  a high  wave  of  sound  that  spends  its  force 
near  and  remote,  even  beyond  the  vocal  limits  of  the  strongest  Asaph  in  the 
choir. 

. Mr.  Crawley  is  a heritage  of  vigorous  mental  powers.  He  wields  a claymore, 
not  a dress-sword.  The  dainty  pleasings  of  a perfumed  rhetoric  do  not  find 
favor  in  his  eyes;  nor  does  he  rant  or  roar.  Winnowed  thought  is  brought  to 
“flour  of  fine  wheat”  by  the  “steel  rollers”  revolving  in  his  own  brain.  The 
loaf  has  leaven  in  it,  is  palatable  and  nourishing.  He  has  proven  himself  a 
skilled  workman,  and  his  record  gives  him  honor.  He  has  been  twice  happily 
married,  lie  has  charge  of  the  famous  Mathews  Circuit.  He  is  a distinct  force 
in  the  sacramental  host,  and  a great  soul  pulsates  in  a superb  anatomv. 
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KKY.  WILLIAM  II.  ATWIU, 

1 1 l these  days  the  preacher  coming  into  the  Conference  from  college  or  bibli- 
cal institute  seldom  shoulders  a musket  as  a private.  Like  the  graduates  from 
West  Point,  they  start  as  lieutenants.  In  the  epoch  of  the  “Brush  College” 
each  man  von  his  wav  from  the  ranks.  They  began  as  “helpers.”  If  they 
rose  into  prominence,  the  lever  that  lifted  them  was  their  own  force  of  char- 
acter and  achievements.  In  the  late  civil  war  Pat  Cleburne  enlisted  without 
a commission  and  met  death  in  battle  as  a lieutenant-general.  His  courage 
and  genius  forged  ahead. 

Atwill  had  collegiate  advantages,  yet  “went  in”  with  a carbine  unslung  and 
cocked.  He  has  had  no  friend  at  court  to  assist  promotion,  if  there  he  grades 
in  tlie  service  of  the  Master.  God  has  given  him  the  insignia  of  rank.  A vic- 
torious ministry  forced  him  into  prominence  as  the  needed  instrument  for 
large  success.  The  honors  sought  the  man. 

Mr.  Clay  never  had  greater  art,  if  art  it  be,  for  securing  popularity  than  At- 
will.  It,  however,  comes  natural  to  the  preacher.  The  people  will  grow  fond 
of  him,  and  he  rewards  their  confidence  and  attachment  by  admirable  preach- 
ing, intense  interest  in  their  spiritual  welfare  and  faithful  pastoral  work.  He 
does  not  gain  favor  by  lack  of  independence  in  thought  or  action.  lie  has 
convictions,  and  their  assertions  verge  on  obstinacy.  lie  is  adamantine  in  firm- 
ness, where  a principle  is  involved.  Men  see  that  high  motives  inspire  him. 
They  give  him  credit  for  consecration.  They  know  his  eye  is  single. 

lie  has  singular  aptness  to  seize  an  occasion  and  readiness  to  dischage  his 
best  powers  to  achieve  immediate  results.  There  is  no  hesitation,  confusion, 
clumsiness.  The  hammer  is  in  the  air  to  smite  when  the  iron  comes  glowing 
to  i he  anvil. 

Mr.  Atwill  is  genial,  frank  and  faithful  to  friendship.  There  are  no  in- 
crustations of  selfishness  on  his  heart.  lie  never  counts  the  cost  in  an  act  of 
brotherly  service. 

lie  bears  a graceful  presence,  compact  frame,  a broad  forehead,  healthy 
freshness  of  color  and  springing  step. 

In  the  pulpit  he  is  easily  master  of  all  his  resources.  The  flow  of  fit  words 
is  as  of  natural  gravity  from  a brimming  fountain  falling  into  the  pellucid 
stream,  and  not  drawn  by  laboring. piston  from  a scant  supply  in  a shallow  well. 
He  is  happy  in  the  selection  and  use  of  metaphor  and  illustration. 

Mach  church  clings  to  him  with  unfeigned  love  and  lets  him  go  with  regret- 
fid  tears.  With  wide  favor  among  the  people  and  a magnetic  influence,  he 
leads  into  enlarged  enterprises.  While  at  Clay  Street,  Richmond,  his  con- 
gregation adorned  their  substantial  and  sightly  church-home  with  costly  and 
superior  improvements.  This  was  but  a moiety  of  their  broad  zeal  and 
liberality.  Mr.  Atwill  championed  the  scheme  to  erect  chapels  at  strategic 
points  in  the  suburbs.  His  people  rallied  around  him.  They  contributed  two 
thousand  dollars,  overshooting  any  church  with  similar  means,  perhaps,  in 
our  territory,  for  a like  object.  His  enthusiasm  is  infective.  Many  a slug- 
gish spirit  lias  caught  and  kindled  with  a spark  from  tin’s  burning  and  shining 
light. 

Famous  old  Westmoreland  is  his  native  heath.  He  was  born  there  March 
2,  IS  IS,  and  is  the  son  of  S.  B.  Atwill  and  .lane  Ann  Atwill.  His  father  was  a 
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native  of  the  county;  his  mother  was  a Miss  Broun,  of  Northumberland  county, 
Ya.  Jlis  father  was  a merchant  and  farmer,  and  a leading  citizen  of  the  county. 
He  was  a great  friend  to  the  .Methodist  Church.  His  home  was  known  as  the 
preachers'  home,  while  his  heart  was  always  tender  towards  those  who  labored 
in  the  cause  of  our  Master. 

Mr.  Atwill's  early  opportunities  for  an  education  were  those  of  a first-class 
private  school.  His  father  employed  for  a number  of  years  prior  to  the  war 
ct impotent  teachers. 

In  September,  1809,  under  the  ministration  of  Rev.  W.  H Bain,  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference,  while  stationed  on  the  Lancaster  Circuit  and  holding  a meet- 
ing in  Northumberland  county,  Ya.,  Mr.  Atwill  was  converted.  It  was  a 
clear,  unmistakable  conversion.  Coining  simultaneously  with  it  was  the  call  to 
the  ministry — which  he  never  doubted.  Feeling  incompetent  for  such  a re- 
sponsible work,  he  resolved  to  enter  Randolph-Macon  College,  in  order  to  be- 
come better  fitted  for  the  great  duties  of  the  ministry. 

He  entered  college  in  September,  1S72,  and  remained  until  the  close  of  the 
session  of  1874.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of 
Lancaster  Circuit  at  Whitestone  church,  April  22,  1872.  After  leaving  col- 
lege he  was  employed  by  the  Presiding  Elder  of  Richmond  District  as  junior 
preacher  of  Mathews  Circuit,  traveled  there  until  the  fall  of  1874,  and  then 
joined  the  Conference.  He  was  appointed  as  junior  preacher  for  the  same  cir- 
cuit. lie  then  took  charge  of  his  first  circuit,  Powhatan.  He  has  served  South 
Brunswick  Circuit,  stationed  in  Petersburg,  Portsmouth,  Richmond,  Lynch- 
burg, Norfolk  and  Ashland — his  charge  for  1900-’01.  Bishops  Kavanaugh 
and  Pierce  ordained,  lie  has  been  married  four  times — Miss  Guion,  Miss  Cato, 
.Miss  Browder  and  Miss  Harris — amiable  and  devoted  wives. 


REV.  BENJAMIN  S.  PI  ERR  INK. 

Mr.  Ilerrink  was  born  of  English-French  stock  in  Pender  county,  N.  C.,  Oc- 
tober 2,  18441.  1 1 is  early  days  were  spent  on  the  farm,  with  the  exception  of 

eleven  months,  which  was  given  to  the  “Lost  Cause.”  The  civil  war  inter- 
fered with  his  early  education.  This  was  in  some  measure  overcome  by  teach- 
ing and  by  two  years  spent  at  Randolph-Macon  College. 

lie  was  brought  into  the  Church  at  an  early  age,  and  the  impression  to  devote 
his  life  to  the  ministry  grew  on.  him  as  the  years  went  by.  In  the  year  1873, 
while  at  the  college,  he' was  licensed  to  preach,  and  the  following  year,  having 
decided  to  enter  the  active  work,  he  was  received  on  trial  at  the  Conference  held 
at  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  His  first  appointment  was  Patrick  Circuit.  From 
1878  to  1882  he  served  South  of  Dan  Circuit.  It  was  here  he  met  his  wife, 
Emma  .1 . Richardson.  The  happy  event,  which  brought  light  and  help  into  his 
life  and  home,  took  place  January  2,  1883.  During  all  these  years  he  has 
served  without  murmur  and  with  fidelity  the  charges  to  which  he  has  been  as- 
signed from  time  to  time. 
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REV.  WILLIAM  WOOLDRIDGE  ROYALL,  D.  D. 

Air.  Royall,  we  should  think,  draws  the  beam  beyond  two  hundred.  The  body 
is  not  out  of  proportion  to  the  capital  crowning  it.  The  head  would  please  the 
eye  of  a phrenologist.  He  has  brains.  There  is  no  scantiness  of  enterprise, 
lie  does  not  back  out  from  an  obstacle.  He  traveled  part  of  his  first  circuit  on 
foot,  letting  no  grass  grow  in  his  tracks.  He  is  jolly,  quick  and  witty,  and  a 
tip-top  preacher,  lie  doesn’t  mean  to  grow  old.  He  loves  young  people  and 
little  children,  and  they  know  it. 

He  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Samuel  II.  Royall,  of  Chesterfield  county,  a physician 
of  brilliant  talents  and  immense  practice,  a devoted  Methodist  and  a liberal 
contributor  to  all  Church  causes.  The  charming  house  on  the  old  Midlothian 
road  was  always  thronged  with  visitors,  among  whom  the  Methodist  preacher 
was  the  guest  of  honor.  The  mother  was  of  the  Pleasant  stock  of  Goochland 
county,  her  grandfather  being  James  Pleasants,  Governor  and  United  States 
Senator,  the  colleague  of  John  Randolph,  and  her  uncles  John  Hampden  Pleas- 
ants, founder  of  the  Whig,  and  Hugh  Rose  Pleasants,  editor  of  the  Dispatch. 
Dr.  S.  II.  Iloyall  died  in  1S53,  and  the  family  moved  to  Motto  way  county,  and 
located  near  Burkeville. 

Ali'.  Royall  was  converted  in  1SGS,  and  having  gone  to  Alabama  to  assist  his 
eldest  brother  in  the  conduct  of  a school,  he  joined  in  1870  the  Court  Street 
church,  Montgomery,  of  which  Rev.  John  Matthews  was  pastor.  In  1871  he 
was  given,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty,  local  preacher’s  license  undgr  the  pas- 
torate of  Dr.  Edward  Wadsworth.  In  1S72  he  entered  Randolph-Macon  Col- 
lege, graduating  with  high  distinction  in  four  schools,  and  never  missing  a “dis- 
tinction” during  his  course.  In  language  he  was  especially  successful,  trans- 
lation being  his  forte. 

In  1S75  he  left  college,  and  was  employed  by  Rev.  D.  P.  Wills  to  take  charge 
of  West  Point  Station.  Here  he  worked  for  two  and  a half  years,  two  churches 
from  the  Mew  Kent  Circuit  being  put  with  West  Point  in  1875. 

He  entered  the  Virginia  Conference  at  Danville  in  1875,  and  was  ordained 
as  local  deacon  by  Bishop  McTyeire.  The  work  on  the  AVest  Point  Circuit 
tested  his  mettle.  Three  ill-organized  and  neglected  churches  were  to  he  taken 
care  of,  and  two  of  those  were  twenty-three  and  twenty-eight  miles,  respectively, 
from  West  Point  by  railway.  The  work  was  done  of  necessity  largely  on  foot, 
it  not  being  practicable  to  keep  a horse  and  use  the  railway  besides.  But  every 
house  was  entered,  every  by-path  learned.  The  charge  began  growing  at  once, 
and  in  missionary  offerings  soon  stood  with  old  and  able  charges.  Every  depart- 
ment of  Church  work  went  forward,  and  fine  revivals  took  place.  In  1877  ho 
was  sent  to  West  Ala  thews,  a new  charge.  T here  were  great  revivals  on  this 
charge  also,  and  the  new  circuit  exceeded  the  old  and  strong  one  in  missionary 
offerings.  In  1 s 7 8 , at  the  Conference  held  in  Petersburg,  he  volunteered  for 
China,  and  was  ordained  elder  by  Bishop  Pierce.  Owing  to  lack  of  funds,  the 
Mission  Board  could  not  send  him  out  that  year.  December  12tli  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Cynthia  W.  Wayt,  of  Reidsville,  M.  C.,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  II. 
Wayt,  of  Richmond,  and  one  of  the  bravest  souls  that  ever  lived.  Left  without 
a charge  that  year,  and  failing  to  go  to  China,  he  worked  in  various  meetings 
with  success,  and  won  the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate  prize  of  a $100  organ 
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for  the  largest  number  of  new  subscribers.  lie  was  sent  in  1879  to  Conquest 
and  Guilford  charge,  and  bad  a great  year  there. 

In  -May,  lb80,  he  was  accepted  by  t lie  .Mission  Hoard,  and  in  October,  with  his 
devoted  wife  and  baby  boy,  he  left  Virginia  for  China,  sailing  in  company  with 
Kenneth  II.  -McLain,  so  soon  to  lay  down  his  young  life,  and  George  11.  Loehr, 
who  is  yet  in  China.  Arriving  in  China,  he  was  stationed  in  Shanghai,  and 
made  Treasurer  of  the  .Mission,  but  the  ill  health  and  the  consequent  return  to 
the  United  States  of  Mrs.  McLain  made  changes  necessary,  and  he  was  put  in 
charge  of  the  Kantziang  District  as  Presiding  Elder. 

On  the  opening  of  the  Anglo-Chinese  College  he  was  called  to 
Shanghai  and  put  in  charge,  first  of  the  high  school  and  then  of  the  most  ad- 
vanced classes  in  the  college.  He  preached  his  first  sermon  in  the  Chinese  lan- 
guage August  22,  1881,  breaking  the  record.  In  the  difficult  work  of  teaching 
and  translating  he  made  rapid  progress,  and  was  soon  called  upon  to  write  book 
notices  for  the  Chinese  Recorder , the  polyglot  organ  of  the  missionary  body. 
Works  in  French,  German  and  Chinese  were  read  and  noticed,  lie  also  as- 
sisted his  brother  missionaries  in  translation  work,  and  received  words  of  high 
appreciation  from  such  men  as  Griffith  John,  of  TIankow,  a man  in  the  fore- 
front of  missionary  achievement.  Some  of  his  pupils  in  the  Anglo-Chinese 
work  were  afterwards  brilliant  and  successful  men,  and  one,  at  least,  a noble 
Christian.  T.  II.  Yun,  of  Korea,  well-known  in  the  United  States,  began  his 
course  at  the  college  under  Mr.  Roy  all’s  care.  Work  was  done  also  for  the  great 
Century  Dictionary  in  its  department  of  Oriental  terms.  His  pronunciation 
of  Chinese  was  declared  by  educated  Chinamen  to  be  that  of  a native.  He  was 
often  called  upon  for  sermons  by  the  English-speaking  congregations  of  Shang- 
hai. His  letters  in  our  Church  press  were  declared  by  able  critics  the  best 
ever  sent  from  that  field  and  were  widely  copied.  He  was  a tireless  worker  in 
all  lines,  keeping  at  it  when  the  rest  were  wisely  taking  rest.  His  position  was 
to  know  China  and  to  become  a skilled  workman,  and  his  study  and  reading  in 
the  classical  literature  of  China  were  wide  and  varied.  In  1885,  the  work  of  the 
college  being  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  Professor  William  B.  Bonnell,  he 
deemed  his  work  then  no  longer  essential  to  the  school,  and  resigning  the  posi- 
tion of  headmaster,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed,  returned  to  the  loved  work 
of  evangelization.  In  188(1  the  ill-health  of  his  son,  the  shattered  condition  of 
his  wife's  health  and  the  impossibility  of  arranging  to  send  them  to  the  United 
States  alone,  made  it  a necessity  that  he  return  with  them,  a grief  from  which 
he  has  never  recovered,  submitting  to  it  as  one  of  the  mysterious  dispensations 
of  God. 

Li  188(1  he  was  sent  to  Cambridge,  kid.  There  the  enormous  work  of  preach- 
ing, lecturing  and  canvassing  for  funds  so  wore  him  down  that  in  1S8S  he  re- 
quested a change.  By  a mercy  of  God’s  providence  he  was  assigned  to  a work 
in  the  high,  healthy  atmosphere  and  magnificent  climate  of  middle  Virginia,  on 
the  Cumberland  charge.  Here  his  shattered  nerves  were  restored,  and  the  ma- 
laria of  China  somewhat  conquered.  TTe  began  to  realize  bow  near  he  had  been 
to  a collapse.  In  1880  he  was  made  Sunday-school  Agent,  it  being  his  request 
in  order  to  travel  and  make  a canvass  of  the  Virginia  Conference  in  the  interest 
of  Foreign  Missions.  But  by  the  tragic  death  of  the  pastor  at  Huntington, 
W.  Va.,  the  First  church  there  was  left  without  a pastor.  Bishop  Wilson  trans- 
ferred him  to  this  important  post.  At  the  close  of  the  Conference  year  he  was 
elected  to  the  position  of  Vice-President  and  Financial  Agent  of  the  Confer- 
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cnee  College  at  Barboursville.  The  work  was  colossal.  The  school  was  in  debt 
and  the  title  clouded.  The  patronage  was  small.  Public  sentiment  was  not 
up  to  the  age  in  the  matter  of  Church  schools.  It  became  necessary  to  raise 
funds  for  immediate  relief,  to  conciliate  the  disaffected,  and  to  secure  a paying 
patronage,  there  being  no  endowment.  He  traveled  through  the  territory  for 
seven  thousand  miles,  making  addresses  that  were  spoken  of  enthusiastically 
by  the  best  men  of  the  State.  The  debts  were  paid,  the  mortgage  lifted,  the 
title  cleared  and  the  halls  filled.  The  work  won  wide  recognition  through  the 
State.  In  fSI)2  he  resigned  the  place,  the  crisis  having  passed,  and  returned 
to  his  old  and  loved  Conference.  Since  then  he  has  served  the  Southampton 
and  South  Princess  Anne  charges,  and  closed  his  fourth  year  of  successful  work 
at  Chase  City,  and  begins  bis  first  year  at  Martinsville. 

II is  work  for  education  in  West  Virginia  was  widely  recognized.,  and  in  dune, 
1.892,  the  University  of  West  Virginia  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity. 


KEY.  WILLIAM  II.  EDWARDS,  A.  B. 

With  manly  form  and  handsome,  frank  and  intellectual  face,  the  hand  of 
Mature  has  endowed  and  adorned  him.  11  is  educational  advantages  were  good, 
lie  graduated  with  distinction  at  Randolph-Macon  College. 

lie  is,  of  course,  conversant  with  Latin  and  Greek,  but  it  is  by  his  pure  Eng- 
lish, out  of  "wells  undefiled,”  he  brings. honor  upon  his  Alma  Mater.  His  ser- 
mons, fluently  delivered,  are  replete  with  thought,  and  bear  the  impress  of  re- 
search and  careful  study.  As  lie  discusses  a subject,  the  magnetism  of  a distin- 
guished presence,  rich  voice  and  graceful  gesture  assist  in  commanding  the 
attention  of  his  congregation.  His  ability  in  projecting  and  fostering  plans  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  ( Ihurch  is  phenomenal.  His  pastoral  visits  are  treasured 
as  a benediction,  and  to  know  the  man  is  to  love  and  esteem  him. 

The  county  of  Fauquier  is  the  birthplace  of  Mr.  Edwards,  lie  was  converted 
soon  after  the  war,  and  connected  himself  with  the  Methodist  Church.  While  a 
student  at  Bethel  Academy,  he  recognized  his  call  to  the  ministry.  He  remained 
at  that  school  three  years,  and  then  spent  four  sessions  at  Randolph-Macon  Col- 
lege. He  joined  the  Virginia  Conference  in  1870.  , 

From  his  first  enlistment  he  has  borne  himself  faithfully  and  well.  For 
twenty-four  years  his  career  has  been  honorable  and  useful  to  the  Church,  while 
enlarging  his  own  sphere  and  gathering  golden  opinions  from  bis  brethren. 

He  seems  eminently  fitted  to  enterprise  new  schemes  for  the  betterment  of  the 
visible  Zion.  The  “Rectory”  puts  on  its  beautiful  garments.  Tumbled-down 
chapels,  as  if  by  magic,  become  elegant  churches.  H is  a delight  in  Conference 
to  hear  him  stand  up  “for  to  read”  his  inspiring  statistics.  The  same  zeal  dis- 
played in  the  pastorate  characterizes  bis  present  work,  as  leader  of  the  forces  <>n 
the  Danville  1 )Ltriet. 

lie  married  the  daughter  of  a noble  layman  of  the  Wicomico,  by  the  Bay  of 
the  Chesapeake,  in  Virginia,  Miss  Cockerell.  An  exceptionally  happy  selection 
for  the  “Mistress  of  the  Manse.”  They  have  lovely  and  precious  children. 
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REV.  THOMAS  G.  PULLER. 

Mr.  Pullen  is  of  medium  height,  compactly  built,  massive,  calm  eye,  intelli- 
gent and  thoughtful  countenancb,  deliberate  in  action — indicative  of  self-poise. 
He  at  once  impresses  one  as  no  ordinary  man.  Ilis  voice,  naturally  good,  has 
been  cultivated  by  assiduous  practice  until  its  modulations  are  of  unusual  com- 
pass and  sweetness.  II is  mind  is  of  the  higher  order — subjective,  philosophical, 
logical  in  its  operations.  He  discusses  great  principles  instead  of  naked  facts — 
tries  to  get  down  to  the  bottom  of  things — and  presents  them  to  his  audience 
with  such  clearness  of  statement,  force  of  argument,  and  aptness  of  illustration 
as  to  win  victories  for  the  truth.  Having  had  good  educational  advantages  at 
academy  and  college,  and  teaching  school  for  years,  and  still  keeping  up  studious 
habits,  he  is  destined  to  take  a high  stand  as  a minister  of  Christ. 

Ledford  county,  Ya.,  is  his  native  place,  and  October  20,  1854,  the  time  of 
his  birth.  Ilis  father  is  a deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church;  his  grandfather  was 
a Baptist  preacher.  His  mother  is  a Methodist.  As  is  often  the  case,  the  son 
followed  the  mother.  She  was  a Miss  Walker,  a family  well  known  in  Vir- 
ginia [Methodism.  lie  was  converted  at  fifteen,  joined  the  Church  at  seven- 
teen, and  became  a teacher  in  the  public  school  at  twenty.  He  taught  three  ses- 
sions, and  then  entered  the  High  School  at  Sunny  Side,  near  Liberty,  where  he 
continued  a student  until  his  twenty-fifth  year,  the  last  of  which  acting  as 
teacher.  lie  entered  Randolph-Macon  College  in  1879,  continuing  three  years. 
As  a student  he  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  faculty  and  students.  He  soon 
took  rank  as  a debater  in  the  Washington  Literary  Society,  which  chose  him 
as  first  debater  in  the  annual  public  debate.  Again  his  Society  chose  him  as 
first  orator  to  represent  it  on  commencement,  which  honor  he  was  obliged  to  de- 
cline on  account  of  the  pressure  of  his  studies. 

In  June,  1882,  he  took  work  under  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Eastern  Shore 
District,  and  was  put  in  charge  of  Cobb’s  Island  mission.  Here  he  spent  two 
years  as  "supply,”  and  one  by  appointment  of  the  Conference,  which  lie  joined 
in  November,  ]8S4,  at  Lynchburg,  Va.  During  these  years  he  did  so  much 
to  uplift  these  plain,  simple,  and  quite  neglected  people  that  they  will  highly 
appreciate  and  tenderly  love  him  to  their  latest  day.  Here  his  apitude  for 
church-building  began  to  show  itself.  Two  creditable  edifices — one  on  Cobb’s, 
the  other  on  Hog  Island,  among  a poor., and  helpless  people— were  erected,  he 
doing  much  of  the  work  with  his  own  hands.  His  second  year  in  the  Confer- 
ence he  spent  on  Berlin  Circuit.  Here,  at  the  third  Quarterly  Conference,  he 
was  put  on  a committee  to  build  a church  at  Campbelltown,  and  by  his  push  and 
management  the  house  was  near  enough  completed  for  religious  services  to  be 
held  in  it  at  the  fourth  Quarterly  Conference.  He  served  Atlantic  from  [No- 
vember, 1880,  to  November,  1S88.  In  November,  1888,  lie  was  stationed  at 
West  Point,  where  he  did  three  of  the  best  years’  work  of  his  ministry.  lie 
soon  enterprised  a 80,000  church  building  in  this  thriving  young  station, 
and  added  many  to  the  Church.  The  health  of  his  wife  compelled  him 
to  seek  removal  before  his  full  term  expired.  He  then  served  Ettrick  one 
year,  during  which  a gracious  revival  blessed  his  ministry.  Next  he  spent 
two  years  on  Seottsville,  where  gracious  revivals  and  many  additions  attested 
his  appointment,  as  from  God.  One  church  was  built,  two  completed,  and 
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two  others,  together  with  the  parsonage,  were  repaired.  The  stewards  of 
this  charge  were  greatly  disappointed  at  J 1 i s removal. 

November,  1894,  he  was  appointed  to  Campbell,  considered  by  some 
the  banner  circuit  of  the  Lynchburg  District.  Here,  in  the  brief  period  of  one 
year,  gracious  revivals  attended  his  labors,  and  his  ministry  had  a deep  impres- 
sion on  the  entire  charge,  so  much  so  that  he  and  the  people  felt  confident  of  his 
return  at  the  ensuing  Conference.  He  will  always  feel  that  a gross  injustice 
was  perpetrated  on  him  and  his  people  by  his  removal  at  the  end  of  this  year. 
From  189o  to  1897  he  served  Franklin — a period  when  his  talents  for  church- 
building  could  he  especially  valuable.  Plans  had  been  set  on  foot  by  his  prede- 
cessor for  church  buildings  at  Redwood  and  Boon’s  Mill.  These  he  speedily 
brought  to  completion.  He  planned  the  St.  James  church  at  Ferrum,  and  fur- 
nished the  model  for  the  Watson  Memorial  church  at  Chatham,  all  of  which 
bear  testimony  to  his  consecrated  industry  and  architectural  sic  ill.  No  man’s 
ministry  ever  gave  greater  satisfaction  at  Rocky  Mount.  November,  1897,  he 
was  sent  to  Madison,  where  two  more  years  of  effective  preaching  and  abundant 
labors  in  the  pastorate  resulted  in  considerable  gains  both  in  numbers  and 
spirituality.  'The  parsonage  enjoyed  a renovation,  principally  by  his  own 
hands.  He  is  now  in  his  second  year  on  Albemarle  Circuit,  and  all  the  signs 
point  to  a decided  success  in  every  department  of  church  work. 

lie  was  ordained  a deacon  by  Bishop  Kavanaugh  at  Richmond  in  1883,  and 
an  elder  by  Bishop  Granbery  in  Portsmouth  in  1888. 

As  will  he  seen  from  the  facts  previously  given,  it  is  hard  to  say  in  which  de- 
partment Mr.  Pullen  mostly  excels,  whether  in  the  pulpit,  the  pastorate,  or 
in  church-building,  he  shows  such  aptitude  for  them  all.  He  is  an  all-round 
man  in  the  full  sense  of  that  word.  Gentle  in  manner,  cheerful  in  spirit,  fluent 
and  entertaining  in  conversation,  yet  reasonably  reserved  and  sympathetic,  ho 
is  always  well  received  in  the  social  circle  with  both  young  and  old,  being  quite 
at  home  as  well  with  the  cultured  and  refined  as  with  tin*  plain  and  simple. 
Without  sacrifice  of  ministerial  propriety  or  principle,  with  Paul  lie  easily 
‘“becomes  all  things  to  all  men  that  he  may  gain  the  more.” 

He  is  not  "unequally  yoked,”  which  accounts,  no  doubt,  in  large  measure,  for 
his  effectiveness.  II is  wife,  of  priestly  descent,  is  the  daughter  of  Rev!  J.  W. 
Hilldrup,  of  precious  memory,  and  is  as  near  what  an  itinerant’s  wife  should 
he-  as  one  often  finds.  Attractive  in  person,  cultivated,  refined,  obliging  in  dis- 
position, cheerful,  hopeful,  and  consecrated  to  God  and  the  Church,  she  is  to 
him  a strong  right  arm.  and  makes  hosts  of  friends  wherever  she  goes.  Truly 
fortunate  is  the  Methodist  preacher  who  has  such  a “helpmeet.”  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  six  sprightly  children,  two  daughters  and  four  sons,  one 
of  ’whom  is  not,  "for  God  took  him,”  who  are  an  ornament  to  the  home  and  a 
joy  to  the  hearts  of  the  parents. 


RFV.  XATIIAX  B.  FOFSHKF. 

The  cognomen,  Nathan  Bangs,  the  eminent  historian  of  our  Church,  discloses 
the  Methodist  parentage  of  Mr.  Foushee.  Of  course,  Foushee  is  French.  The 
other  side  of  the  house  is  Irish.  The  Milesian  names  on  the  roll  of  distin- 
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guBhed  Frenchmen,  especially  in  arms,  prove  the  fine  qualities  that  come  of  the 
union  of  the  two  great  peoples.  II  is  grandfather  fought  in  the  French  Revolu-  . 
tion.  Our  Foushee  hath  in  him  many  of  these  excellent  traits,  lie  has  admir- 
able ground-work  and  material  for  building  for  years  and  use.  lie  is  not 
neglecting  his  gifts;  they  are  not  hid  in  a napkin,  lie  was  raised  on  a farm. 
11  is  father  was  a good  English  scholar,  and  taught  the  lad.  The  boy,  on  his 
majority,  in  1868,  professed  religion,  under  the  Rev.  E.  11.  Pritchett,  and  be- 
came a communicant  in  the  Church. 

Mr.  Foushee  has  graduated  in  the  whole  course:  teacher  in  Sunday-school, 
superintendent,  exhortcr,  local  preacher,  colporteur,  employed  under  the  Elder, 
and  so  forth.  There  is  a sentence  in  some  data  from  under  his  hand  that  will 
bear  print  to  profit : 

"lly  next  work  was  colporteur  for  the  American  Tract  Society — a hard  task, 
hut  educating  in  many  ways.  I read  the  books  in  order  to  recommend  them 
intelligently.  The  volumes  nourished  me.  My  own  experience  taught  me 
never  to  turn  a book  agent  abruptly  from  my  door.  There  is  no  better  field  to 
study  human  nature  than  as  colporteur  among  the  people.” 

September  8,  1S7F,  lie  made  his  first  attempt  to  preach.  There  is  no  report 
of  the  success  or  failure.  In  1875,  assistant  preacher  on  Rappahannock  Cir- 
cuit; employed  by  Elder  on  Bedford  Circuit  in  1876.  In  November,  admitted 
into  Conference  and  sent  to  Berlin  Circuit.  Then  four  years  on  South  Camp- 
bell; a great  ingathering,  churches  repaired,  Sunday-schools  increased  in  vigor 
and  numbers.  Four  years  on  Mount  Pleasant ; large  numbers  brought  to  Christ, 
parsonage  finished  and  a new  and  substantial  church  built — Ivy  Hill,  one  of  the 
best,  if  not  the  best,  on  the  district.  In  1SS6-’S9,  Bedford  Springs  Circuit; 
revivals,  and  converts  many  and  choice;  churches  repaired  and  a parsonage 
built — thought  by  not  a few  an  impossibility.  Fie  was  chosen  for  Ilenrico,  but 
the  health  of  his  wife  led  to  a change,  after  three  years,  to  Dimviddie,  where 
he  served  four  years.  After  his  custom,  lie  led  a forward  move.  A church, 
left  unfinished  by  his  predecessor,  Rev.  John  O.  Moss,  was  completed  in  beau- 
tiful style.  And  what  is  much  to  the  point — it  was  paid  for!  There  were 
need  of  repairs  in  houses  of  worship.  Foushee  could  not,  did  not,  let  things 
ravel  out  from  bad  to  worse  while  he  nodded  in  the  shade  or  smoked  and  dozed 
bv  the  parsonage  fire.  He  had  a mind  to  work.  “There  was  not  a lazy  bone  in 
him.” 

A debt  had  hung  over  the  parsonage  for  ten  years.  A wagon  may  mire,  but 
if  left  stuck  in  the  mud,  pulling  it  out  gets  harder.  Discouragement  settles 
around  each  buried  wheel.  Did  Foushee  say,  “Let  it  go  for  the  claim,”  and 
so  leave  Dimviddie  disgraced  and  without  a roof-tree  for  the  preacher?  lie 
paid  the  debt  off!  Finishing  a church,  ridding  a circuit  of  the  shame  of  a debt 
upon  its  parsonage  seemed  enough  for  one  pastor.  Why  not  leave  any  other 
betterments  to  his  successor?  We  hear  of  his  overhauling  church  after  church, 
improving  outside  and  in.  And  it  takes  away  the  breath  from  a slow  saint  to 
discover  that  Foushee,  after  rescuing  the  parsonage,  set  about  additions  and 
conveniences ! 

Elders  wrestle  over  Foushee.  lie  is  not  “sought  after”  for  first  churches. 
The  clamor  for  him  comes  from  “crops  right  smart  in  the  grass.”  There  was 
another  circuit  with  its  parsonage  “held  in  durance  vile”  by  a debt  of  a decade. 
Foushee  was  needed.  And  the  parsonage  on  the  Newsom’s  parish  got  clear. 
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As  his  manner  was,  lie  gave  attention  to  the  church  buildings  and  their  improve- 
ments. 

One  might  say  that  he  merely  had  turn  for  “serving  tables.”  The  record 
reports  that  ‘"sinners  were  converted  and  many  added  to  the  Church.”  What 
would  .Methodism  be  without  its  Nehemiahs?  We  hear  of  the  pioneer  preach- 
ers leading  with  an  axe  into  the  forests,  where  a “log-meeting  house”  was  needed. 
We  have  a line  from  this  tireless  man.  lie  is  closing  another  quadrennial. 
“Our  houses  of  worship  are  all  in  good  repair  for  our  fortunate  successor.” 
Fortunate  indeed  to  come  after  a Foushee.  And  he  adds,  “The  best  of  all, 
God  lias  been  with  us.”  , 

Air.  Foushee,  after  rounding  out  a full  term  of  four  years  on  Xewsom’s,  is 
assigned  to  South  Xorfolk  for  lOOO-’Ol.  Happy  the  people  that  is  served  by  a 
pastor  who  has  a right  to  the  insignia  of  Sword  and  Trowel— beating  back 
Satan  and  Sanballat  and  building  the  walls  of  Zion. 

Wherever  this  sterling  servant  of  the  Master  tends  the  divine  vineyard,  thrift, 
health  and  betterment  are  seen.  The  secularities  are  mended.  The  fruits 
ripen;  the  Church  prospers.  Rounded,  balanced  and  sound  to  the  core  is 
Xathan  Hangs  Foushee. 

On  i)<  .‘comber  21,  1881,  he  married  Miss  Telia  A.  Robertson,  of  Bedford. 
He  certifies  from  a glad  heart,  “She  has  proven  a helpmeet  indeed.” 


REV.  DAVID  J.  TRAYXITAM. 

During  the  first  years  of  the  last  century  there  was,  in  Person  county, 
X.  (A,  and  within  a few  hundred  yards  of  where  stood  Old  Bailey’s  Chapel, a 
pious  home  loved  and  frequented  by  almost  every  “circuit  rider”  who  had  the 
good  fortune  to  pass  that  way. 

The  saintly  couple  who  presided  over  this  home  and  who  for  years  were  wont 
to  lavish  their  hospitality  upon  these  pioneers  of  Methodism  were  John  B.  and 
Elizabeth  Bailey. 

In  1831-  their  elder  child,  Fannie  Madison,  and  Reuben  C.  Traynham,  of 
Halifax  county,  \ a.,  were  married.  To  this  happy  couple  there  were  born 
ten  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  fifth.  He  was  born  near  Har- 
mony, Halifax  county,  February  12,  1844. 

It  was  here,  on  his  father’s  farm,  the  youth  endowed  naturally  with  a fault- 
less constitution  ( he  is  six  feet  one  and  a half  inches  high  and  weighs  a little 
over  200  pounds),  a passionate  love  of  n'ature  and  a resolute  fondness  for  the 
chase,  lived  and  developed  certain  traits  and  a superb  physique,  which  equipped 
him  for  the  noble  service  he  has  since  rendered  his  country  in  time  of  war  and 
his  Church  in  times  of  peace. 

It  has  been  said  that  during  the  years  immediately  following  the  disband- 
ment of  Cromwell’s  army  whenever  one  found  a thrifty,  clever  and  patriotic 
citizen  you  were  safe  in  presuming  that  such  an  one  had  followed  Oliver.  lake- 
wise,  their  subsequent  history  proves  that  with  no  less  degree  of  accuracy  it 
may  be  said  that  during  the  sixties,  and  after  Virginia’s  call  to  arms,  her  best 
and  noblest  youths  were  to  be  found  among  the  followers  of  that  Christian  chief- 
tain of  the  Southern  cause. 
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To  those  familiar  either  with  the  adventures  of  his  boyhood  days  or  the  labors 
of  his  maturer  years  it  is  no  surprise  that  David  Traynham,  though  only  a lad 
of  seventeen,  was  eager  to  bid  adieu  to  home  and  loved  ones  to  join  this  gallant 
throng.  lie  was  among  the  first  from  his  county  to  volunteer.  From  the  open- 
ing of  the  war  until  duly,  1804,  he  served  in  Wise’s  Brigade,  and  from  thence 
until  the  close,  as  a member  of  Wright’s  Battery,  Colonel  Coyt’s  Battalion. 
During  this  period  he  participated  in  many  battles,  and  was  twice  slightly 
wounded.  Soon  after  General  Grant  crossed  the  Appomattox  river,  and  at 
which  time  Wise's  Brigade  did  such  splendid  fighting,  Mr.  Traynham  was  car- 
rying the  flag  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Virginia  Regiment,  when  the  staff  was  cut 
down  by  the  enemy’s  rifles,  and  many  holes  shot  through  the  colors.  On  the 
retreat  of  Lee’s  army  from  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  at  Amelia  Courthouse, 
lie  was  selected  from  his  company  as  a cannoneer  to  a gun  to  bring  up  the  rear, 
and  at  Sailor’s  Creek  shot  away  the  last  round  of  ammunition.  Afterwards 
overtook  Ids  company  near  Farmville,  Va.  At  the  siege  of  Petersburg  his  bat- 
tery, stationed  about  350  yards  north  of  the  Crater,  put  in  some  splendid  work. 

Mr.  Traynham  possesses  a jovial  disposition,  together  with  a keen  sense  of 
humor.  The  space  allotted  this  sketch  could  be  filled  many  times  with  the 
camp  jokes  the  writer  has  heard  related  of  him  by  his  comrades  in  arms. 

During  his  boyhood  his  habits  were  closely  watched  and  guided  by  his  mother 
— a devout  lady,  whom  to  know  was  to  love  her,  and  whose  benign  influence 
was  reflected  by  all  with  whom  she  came  in  contact.  Thus  tutored,  he  was  con- 
verted at  an  early  age,  and  connected  himself  with  the  Baptist  Church.  But 
the  associates  and  influence  of  camp-life  lessened  his  piety,  and  he  became  neg- 
lectful of  his  religious  duties. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his  home,  in  Halifax.  Scarcely 
had  the  battle  clouds  passed  away,  when,  on  the  26th  day  of  April,  1865,  he 
married  Miss  Mary  L.  Wade,  daughter  of  William  FI.  Wade,  Esq.  Mrs.  Trayn- 
ham died  at  Rustburg,  in  the  Campbell  parsonage,  May  1,  1899,  leaving  four 
sons.  Mr.  Traynham  enjoys  the  unique  distinction  of  having  worn  at  his  mar- 
riage a suit  made  from  cloth  purchased  with  Minie  balls  fired  by  the  Union  army 
riage  a suit  made  from  cloth  purchased  with  M inie  balls  fired  by  the  Union  army, 

Soon  after  his  marriage  he  was  induced  to  remove  to  New  York,  and  take 
control  of  the  affairs  of  his  wife’s  grandfather,  where  he  remained  until  the 
death  of  this  aged  relative.  He  again  returned  to  his  own  farm,  in  Halifax 
county,  where  he  remained  until  1S72.  In  August  of  this  year  Rev.  W.  C. 
Vaden  was  in  charge  of  the  South  of  Dan  Circuit,  and  under  the  ministry  of 
Mr.  Vaden  he  renewed  his  covenant  with  God,  and  united  with  the  Methodist 
Church.  Taking  an  active  part  in  local  religious  affairs,  he  soon  became  im- 
pressed with  the  thought  that  he  must  dedicate  the  remainder  of  his  days  to 
the  ministry.  Xot  only  was  he  naturally  a very  diffident  man,  but  his  educa- 
tion had  been  frustrated  by  his  early  enlistment  in  the  army,  and  his  s\ibse- 
quent  career  was  by  no  means  conducive  to  studious  habits.  Because  of  these 
and  similar  excuses  fain  would  he  have  hushed  the  whispers  of  conscience.  But 
finding  there  was  no  place  its  voice  could  not  be  heard,  he  was  at  last  willing 
to  say,  “Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?” 

In  1876  the  Conference  met  at  Danville,  assigning  him  as  supply  to  West 
Franklin.  Tn  1877  he  was  on  the  Dan  River  Mission.  Applied  for  admis- 
sion to  the  Conference  in  1878,  and  being  received  was  appointed  to  South 
Patrick  Circuit.  Since  that  time  lie  has  served  the  following  charges:  Patrick 
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.Mission,  East  Franklin  Circuit,  Pittsylvania  Circuit,  Patrick  Mission  a second 
term,  Patrick  Circuit,  Dorchester  Circuit,  Accomac  Courthouse  Circuit,  At- 
lantic, North  Mecklenburg,  Campbell  Circuit,  and  at  present  is  serving  Buck- 
ingham Circuit. 


REV.  JOSEPH  R.  STURGIS. 

M r.  Sturgis  is  by  birth  a Baltimorean,  and  is  fifty-one  years  of  age;  united 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  Somerset  county,  Md.,  August,  1S69 ; 
licensed  to  exhort  in  1870;  removed  to  Virginia  in  1874;  was'licensed  a local 
preacher  in  May,  1875;  admitted  into  the  Conference  in  November,  1878,  and 
sent  to  Ettrick  and  returned  there  at  the  Conference  in  1870.  lie  has  been 
stationed  at  Cambridge,  Ashland,  and  Trinity,  Richmond.  From  November, 
1800,  to  November,  1803,  he  was  on  the  superannuated  list;  from  November, 
1803,  to  November,  1805,  he  served  Wachapreague  Circuit;  from  1895  to  1897, 
Guilford  Circuit,  since  which  time  he  has  served  Nottoway  Circuit  up  to  1900, 
when  he  was  chosen  for  West  Brunswick. 

Mr.  Sturgis  is  of  medium  build;  intellectual  face,  rather  serious  in  its  cast, 
and  brilliant  eyes,  lie  is  a modest,  polite  person,  always  courteous  and  kind 
in  his  dealings  with  others,  lie  is  a great  lover  of  music  and  flowers.  Though 
not  professing  to  be  either,  he  is  by  nature,  and,  in  fact,  both  a musician  and  a 
poet.  He  possesses  a fine  voice  and  a sensitive  ear,  and  has  written  verses  of 
rare  sentiment  and  delicacy.  He  is  a student  not  only  of  men  and  books,  but 
of  nature.  Broad  in  his  learning,  he  is  generous  in  his  thought.  Always  con- 
siderate of  the  feelings  of  others,  he  is  nevertheless  a man  of  strong  convictions 
and  uncompromising  integrity.  His  sermons,  in  thought,  language  and  de- 
livery rank  high  as  finished  speeches  on  sacred  themes.  1 1 is  thought  is  original, 
logical,  strung.  Few  men  have  a more  delicate  use  of  language.  1 1 is  public 
prayers  have  a singular  and  persuasive  influence  on  his  hearers.  A man  of  great 
tact  and  broad  sympathy,  he  easily  makes  and  holds  friends,  lie  enjoys  the 
confidence  as  well  as  the  respect  of  those  whom  he  serves. 

Mr.  Sturgis  combines  in  a rare  degree  the  gifts  of  a successful  preacher  and 
the  sympathetic  instincts  of  a friend.  He  is  at  once  a minister  to  and  a com- 
panion of  his  people.  In  his  home  life  he  is  peculiarly  fortunate.  A charming 
wife  and  five  intelligent,  handsome  children  make  for  him  a happy  home  circle. 


REV.  RICHARD  M.  CHANDLER. 

Mr.  Chandler  joined  the  Conference  in  1876,  fresh  from  the  halls  of  Ran- 
dolph-Macon  ( Allege.  He  has  been  a growing  man  ever  since— growing  in  force 
and  power  in  the  pulpit,  growing  in  grace  and  in  the  love  and  favor  of  his 
brethren. 

lie  is  a brave  man,  fearless  in  his  preaching  against  sin  ; a studious  man,  pre- 
paring carefully  for  his  pulpit;  an  excellent  and  true  pastor,  filled  with  the 
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S])i rit  of  his  .Master.  J I is  manner  is  pleasing;  his  modesty  and  distrust  of  his 
own  ability  too  great.  11  is  sermons  are  strong  and  full  of  the  marrow  of  the 
Gospel.  With  the  utmost  simplicity,  he  preaches,  not  himself,  but  Christ  Jesus 
the  Lord,  lie  is  a methodical  man,  overlooking  every  detail  of  his  work  and 
planning  wisely  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  Church,  lie  is  always  attending  to 
bis  Lord's  business.  lie  is  a tine  specimen  of  the  best  Alethodist-preacher  type 
of  to-day,  preaching  Christ  from  a heart  filled  with  the  love  he  preaches;  ear- 
nest and  zealous  as  the  fathers  who  have  passed  away,  and  yet  progressive  while 
conservative.  Holding  fast  that  which  is  good  and  forgetting  the  useless  things 
that  are  behind,  he  reaches  forward  to  grasp  improved  methods  of  Sunday- 
school  work,  of  Bible  teaching,  and  whatsoever  of  good  he  can  find  in  the  life 
and  habits  of  thought  about  him,  to  build  up  Methodism,  which  is  “Christianity 
in  earnest." 

This  is  the  impression  the  preacher  makes  upon  us.  A sketch  of  the  man,  as 
he  ought  to  look  in  the  picture  near  by,  is  easy;  a fine,  intelligent  face,  framed  in 
very  dark  hair;  black  moustache;  black  eyes,  sparkling,  serious,  solemn,  smiling, 
soft,  gentle,  tender;  they  are  splendid  eyes,  capable  of  expressing,  so  as  to  be 
easily  read,  every  emotion.  'The  man  could  not  smile  insincerely. 

The  picture  cannot  give  any  idea  of  his  slender  build  and  the  exceeding  length 
to  which  so  little  of  material  tissue  has  been  drawn  out.  lie  weighs  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds,  or  thereabout,  and  stands  six  feet  high.  A great  deal  of  the 
weight  must  be  in  the  top  of  him,  for  he  is  beginning  to  stoop  a little  about  the 
shoulders — a habit  he  is  young  enough  to  correct. 

To  get  a fuller  view  of  the  man,  wre  go  to  Westmoreland,  where  he  was  born. 
We  find  him  of  good  stock — English  and  Scotch  mixed.  1 Li s family  were  Epis- 
copalians, and  he  was  trained  and  surrounded  by  the  influences  of  that  Church. 
T he  society  of  this  historic  county  has  always  been  of  the  best  Virginia  type. 
It  is  an  excellent  county  to  be  born  in,  for  there  still  linger  and  are  cherished 
more  of  the  traditions  and  more  of  the  culture  of  Old  Virginia  than  in  most 
sections  of  the  so-called  New  Virginia. 

This  is  a little  away  from  the  s\d»ject.  Here,  in  this  environment,  Chandler 
was  bred  and  educated — first  by  private  tutors  at  home  and  then  at  the  Kilmar- 
nock Academy.  But  the  war  came,  and  for  two  years  had  been  raging.  Young 
Chandler  joined  the  Ninth  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  served  gallantly  as  a soldier 
under  General  W.  11.  F.  T.ce  during  the  hard  and  bitter  last  two  years  of  that 
struggle.  The  brave  soldier  came  back  home,  and  at  a Methodist  revival  gave 
his  heart  to  God.  Rev.  I).  G.  C.  Butts  was  the  preacher  in  charge.  Soon  he 
felt  called  to  preach,  and,  like  a good  soldier,  he  prepared  for  the  great  battle 
of  the  Church  against  the  armies  of  the  Devil.  lie  went  to  .Ran dol ph-Macon 
College  to  arm  and  equip  himself.  II  is  habits  of  study  and  his  increasing  in- 
fluence are  proof  of  his  wisdom. 

In  1882  he  gave  another  strong  evidence  of  wisdom — he  married  Miss  Susie 
E.  Hudgins,  daughter  of  Captain  L.  M.  Hudgins,  of  Mathews.  With  a happy 
family,  success  crowning  his  work  for  God,  esteemed  and  loved  Ivy  the  people  he 
serves,  we  leave  him  stationed  at  Centenary  church,  Norfolk,  Virginia,  by  the 
( Vmferences  of  1 899-1 900. 
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has  been  steady.  "Onward”  lias  been  his  motto.  There  has  been  no  backward 
step.  He  holds  his  position  and  improves  it  so  much  that  it  becomes  a stepping- 
stone  to  something  higher,  lie  has  not  yet  reached  that  for  which  he  was  appre- 
hended. lie  is  still  a student  and  a sermonizer.  With  the  churches  he  is  in 
demand  for  the  best.  lie  is  prominent  in  all  the  aggressive  work  of  the  Confer- 
ence. lie  is  a trustee  both  of  Randolph-Macon  College  and  of  the  Orphanage. 

In  “A  Hundred  Years  of  Methodism”  Dr.  Pell  uses  as  an  opening  sentence 
in  his  introductory  this  language:  "The  idea  of  celebrating  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  Methodism  originated  with  the  llev.  Joseph 
T.  Mastin,  pastor  of  Trinity  church.”  This  was  a great  work  and  required 
much  good  sense  and  tact  to  carry  it  to  completion.  It  was  so  well  managed 
from  its  very  inception  to  the  last  number  on  the  programme  that  it  was  not 
only  pronounced  by  all  who  were  permitted  to  hear  or  take  part  in  it  a great 
success,  hut  was  the  greatest  revival  of  Methodist  enthusiasm  that  Richmond  has 
ever  known. 


REV.  JOIIH  M.  BURTOjST,  A.  M. 

lie  rises  like  Ajax  in  the  Grecian  host,  or  towers,  like  Saul,  above  his  fellows. 
Ills  mental  altitude  measures  with  his  inches.  Randolph-Macon  was  honored  in 
his  diploma.  There  is  first-rate  tissue  in  that  elevated  cranium.  lie  is  making 
use  of  his  powers  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  gain  of  the  Church.  He 
is  modest,  withal;  a gentleman  and  a man  of  culture. 

Mr.  Burton  has  never  had  a city  "station”  nor  eldership.  There  is  not  a 
city  church  nor  district  that  would  not  get  a lever  of  uplifting  by  his  service. 
Men  are  kept  out  of  what  are  called  "prominent  places”  by  some  flaw  of  mind, 
bodily  defect  or  family  affliction.  Mr.  Burton  is  rounded,  balanced  and  discreet. 
Hi'  puts  a spell  on  the  affections  of  his  parishioners.  He  is  fitted  for  any 
society — "all  conditions  of  men.”  He  is  not  held  back  by  any  poverty  of  re- 
sources or  exhaustion  of  soil.  Xo  man  could  "sustain  himself,”  as  the  phrase  is, 
more  creditably.  He  is  our  best  scholar,  fie  owns  brimming  bins  of  garnered 
wisdom.  His  wife,  a beautiful,  wise  and  lovely  lady,  could  adorn  the  finest 
rectory  in  the  land.  Mr.  Burton  has  a disrelish  of  city  life.  He  loves  the  woods, 
the -streams,  the  farm  homes — rural  life.  He  thinks  the  stimulus  of  the  intel- 
ligent congregations  in  our  best  country  churches  will  provoke  him  to  best  exer- 
tions. He  gives  the  hearers  in  chapels  by  the  grove  and  brook  a feast  of  fat 
things.  They  give  him  back  full  measure  of  admiration  and  love.  As  things 
go  in  the  popular  mind,  if  not  in  the  pious  estimate,  he  chooses  the  lower  seat. 
It  is  worth  a long  ride,  even  in  hitter  winds,  to  sit  under  his  mature  and  mas- 
terful sermons.  In  the  meanwhile,  he  is  healthy,  jovial,  and  without  a minim 
of  vinegar  in  his  robust  soul.  He  does  not  take  pride  to  himself  for  his  abnega- 
tion of  steepled  synagogues,  nor  attitudinize  by  puckering  his  mouth  and  stif- 
fening into  a graven  image  of  sculptured  and  immaculate  godliness.  John  Bur- 
ton is  without  pretense;  devout,  yet  mellow,  juicy,  genial,  and  fondly  embraced 
by  his  familiars  in  the  OonferencCi  4 

Kverything  prospers  under  his  ministry.  On  a late  circuit,  historic  Meck- 
lenburg, noble  edifices  of  tasteful  architecture  arose  in  all  directions.  The  par- 
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som age  took  on  improvements,  and  was  never  empty  of  the  gifts  of  an  admiring 
people.  11  is  Hock  follow  him  with  unfeigned  love  to  the  limit  of  his  term  and 
lament  his  departure.  As  with  Pierce,  in  Georgia,  and  the  magnetic  Lowe,  of 
the  Roanoke,  the  wooden  structures  in  the  forest  and  field  are  listening  to  the 
best  sermons  wherever  .Burton  itinerates. 

lie  i'  the  youngest  child  and  only  son  of  Jesse  A.  Burton  and  Damaris  Bur- 
ton, and  was  born  in  Bedford  county,  Virginia,  June  7,  1848.  lie  was  con- 
verted at  Court-Street  church,  Lynchburg,  during  the  winter  of  1S71,  at  a pro- 
tracted meeting  conducted  by  Rev.  L.  Rosser,  1 ).  L).  About  the  middle  of  March 
of  the  same  year  he  entered  Randolph-Macon  College,  and  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  in  dune,  187(1.  At  the  opening  of  the  session  of  1876-’77  he 
returned  to  college  and  taught  a part  of  the  classes  of  Professor  Blackwell,  who 
had  recently  been  elected  to  the  chair  of  English,  French  and  German,  and  had 
not  returned  from  Europe,  lie  remained  at  college  until  Professor  Blackwell's 
return,  which  occurred  just  prior  to  the  Conference  held  in  Richmond  in  the 
year  187(1.  At  this  Conference  lie  was  admitted  on  trial  and  appointed  to 
Orange  Circuit;  then,  Bovdton  Circuit,  Culpeper,  Mecklenburg,  Concord,  Lun- 
enburg, Bethany,  Albemarle,  Madison.  He  has  charge  of  our  Culpeper  church. 


REV.  THOMAS  McE.  SIMPSOE. 

There  are  state  occasions  when  men  in  public  life  ought  to  have  all  possible 
consideration.  The  Duke,  Earl,  Marquis  arrays  him  in  his  ribbons  and  garrish 
goods  on  days  of  ceremony  and  high  “functions,”  but  it  will  be  found  that  these 
personages  are  in  well-worn  garments,  napless  hats,  easy  old  shoes,  when  off 
parade.  So  of  ministers,  congressmen,  jurists,  university  Dons.  Among  their 
■familiars  they  go  by  their  first  names,  if  not  by  nicknames. 

The  pastor  of  the  first  church  in  Danville,  a grave  person,  with  scant  locks, 
is,  among  his  cherished  friends,  merely  “Mack  Simpson,”  but  the  homely  words 
add  to  the  value  of  the  man  at  the  fireside. 

He  is  one  of  the  sons  of  Eorth  Carolina  who  adorn  our  ministry  in  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference — contributions  from  that  region  of  “the  Old  Eorth  State” 
which  has  always  been  under  our  care.  He  was  born  at  Hertford,  Eorth  Caro- 
lina, March  7,  18f>2.  When  five  years  of  age  he  was  drowned,  and,  being  given 
up  for  dead,  was  about  to  be  shrouded,  when  a sea  captain,  a stranger,  coming 
in  brought  him  to  life.  Eearly  a third  of  a century  later  a letter  came  to  the 
postmaster  of  Hertford,  A.  C.,  enquiring  about  a little  boy  named  Simpson  he 
rescued  from  drowning.  The  letter  was  forwarded  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Simpson. 
He  replied  to  the  writer.  The  next  year  he  visited  Eeiv  Bedford,  Mass.,  and, 
under  the  hospitable  roof-tree  of  Mr.  Josiah  G.  Childs,  the  sailor  who  resusci- 
tated him,  Mr.  Simpson  enjoyed  days  of  peculiar  pleasure.  What  a coinci- 
dence ! 

Mr.  Simpson  in  person  is  somewhat  slender,  of  medium  height,  with  full 
beard,  black,  like  his  bright,  intelligent  eyes;  has  a pleasant  face,  genial  spirit 
and  an  open  but  somewhat  grave  manner,  lie  was  well  educated  at  Randolph- 
Macon  College;  and  with  intellect  of  decided  analytical  power,  and  being  a care- 
ful and  diligent  student  and  a faithful,  hard-working  pastor,  it  is  not  wonderful 
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tluit  liis  sermons  please  evcrv  thoughtful  hearer  and  that  churches  have  solid 
progress  where  he  takes  hold  of  the  helm.  1 1 is  preaching  is  earnest,  close  and 
practical,  with  enough  animation  to  keep  attention  wide  awake.  His  treatment 
of  the  theme  i-  natural,  well-pondered  and  accurate — especially  suggestive,  but 
never  sensational.  11  is  style  is  graceful,  and  often  elegant,  hut  never  gaudy  or 
pretentious. 

Messed  with  a noble  wife — a jewel  also  of  North  Carolina’s  diadem — and 
lovely  children,  his  home  is  happy  and  bright. 

lie  served  .Memorial,  Lynchburg  (successor  to  John  Ilannon);  has  been  at 
Smithfield,  Lynn  Street  (Danville),  Pitt  rick  (Petersburg),  Perkley,  .Monu- 
mental (Portsmouth).  Farmville,  and  is  now  pastor  of  Main  Street,  Danville. 


REV.  WILLIAM  IT.  RIDDICK. 

It  is  a preaching  family,  the  Riddicks — and  clever  preachers,  too.  This  one 
illustrates  the  assertion  of  their  fitness  for  the  vocation.  From  1877  to  this 
good  year  of  grace,  1 1 M ) 1 , he  has  been  diligent  in  the  King’s  business,  fervent 
in  religious  duty,  and  not  slothful  in  Church  work.  The  Conference  knew  full 
well  that  a “good  report”  would  come  from  his  charge.  Every  department  had 
his  attention,  care  and  inspiring  example.  In  the  pulpit,  the  people  were  fed 
on  the  marrow  of  the  Gospel.  The  whole  counsel  of  God  was  declared  in  faith- 
ful, loving  and  fearless  words.  By  the  fireside,  the  children  as  well  as  the 
parents  knew  that  a man  of  God  was  under  the  roof-tree.  The  monuments  and 
witnesses  of  his  apostleship  are  seen  and  known  of  men.  Converts,  augmented 
piety  among  the  people,  building  and  betterments  of  the  towers  of  Zion,  concern 
for  holy  things  in  the  heart  and  in  the  house  of  worship — these  all  testify  to  his 
loyalty  to  ( 'hrist  and  labor. 

M r.  Riddick  is  of  medium  height,  stoutly  built,  with  rich,  full  jet  hair;  com- 
plexion dark,  almost  verging  on  olive;  a face  grave  and  firm  in  its  lines,  and 
when  in  repose  settling  into  a shade  of  melancholy.  When  lie  is  in  brisk  converse 
or  before  the  people,  the  thought  brightens  the  sedate  features  into  glowing 
radiance. 

Mr.  Riddick  has  rank  and  posilion  among  the  best  type  of  the  new  generation 
of  Virginia  preachers,  equipped  by  culture,  training  and  natal  forces  to  conduct 
Methodism  to  a yearly  stadium  of  progress. 

lie  is  from  Nansemond,  having  been  born  near  Suffolk,  July  28,  1817.  He 
was  converted  August  27,  1S0G,  after  a secret  struggle  of  years.  He  was  farm- 
ing up  to  January,  1870,  when  he  entered  Randolph-Macon  ; licensed  in  the 
fall  of  1870;  admitted  into  the  Virginia  Conference  in  1877.  From  that  date 
he  has  served  his  own  generation  truly  and  to  their  good.  The  future,  if  God 
keeps  this  stalwart  reaper  among  the  ripening  grain,  will  show  sheaves  thick 
through  his  fields. 

God  has  blessed  him  in  each  of  his  two  marriages. 


■ 


AM)  PORTRAITS  OP  TILE  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. 


179 


SKETCHES 


REV.  WILLIAM  W.  LEAR. 

There  is  Loth  depth  of  soil  and  judicious  cultivation.  The  elements  of  a solid 
and  true  manhood  were  born  in  him.  'They  were  in  his  parents.  ITe  is  not 
deficient  in  intellectual  endowments,  lie  has  redeemed  the  time  for  study. 
There  are  outgivings  in  his  sermons  of  a well-conditioned  mind  in  excellent  ex- 
ercise. lie  has  the  lingual  gift.  He  speaks  to  the  point,  and  well.  Success  has 
crowned  his  wise  work. 

lie  is  the  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Joseph  Lear,  of  the  Virginia  Conference,  and 
of  Susan  Wilkinson,  of  New  Kent,  and  was  born  in  that  county  on  December  5, 
18-14. 

His  height  is  about  five  feet  eight  inches;  compact  in  build;  with  dark  hair 
and  eyes,  and  weighs,  when  in  good  plight,  near  one  hundred  and -fifty  pounds. 

He  is  rather  averse  to  conversation,  except  when  called  to  it  by  a sense  of 
duty,  lie  very  often,  even  in  company,  seems  more  engaged  with  his  own 
thoughts  than  with  what  is  passing  around  him.  Hence,  to  the  eye  of  the 
stranger,  there  is  at  times  an  air  of  indifference  and  lack  of  cordiality.  Bne 
those  who  know  him,  know  that  there  is  no  want  of  warmth  nor  absence  of  full- 
hearted  sympathy  in  his  composition. 

A native  bashfulness,  unsuspected  by  some,  and  a doubt  of  his  own  strength, 
are  among  his  characteristics.  The  fear  that  he  might  not  be  equal  to  the 
demands  has  led  him  to  shirk  places  eagerly  sought  for,  and  were  filled  by  others 
inferior  to  himself.  .Perhaps  a peculiar  mental  constitution  is  the  cause  of  this 
infirmity.  He  says  of  his  intellectual  operations: 

“1  have  to  work  for  what  I get,  and  the  trouble  is,  I never  know  what  I am 
going  to  get  till  the  work  is  done.  Digging  for  ideas  is,  with  me,  like  the  mining 
for  gold.  Vou  may  ‘strike  it  rich,’  or  you  may  get  your  labor  for  your  pains.” 

Such  an  one  would,  of  course,  be  naturally  fearful  lest  the  gold  should  not  be 
ready  on  demand  just  simply  because  he  could  not  see  it. 

His  sermons  art1,  for  the  most  part,  written.  He  says,  “I  can  always  think 
better  with  mv  pen  in  my  hand.”  In  keeping  with  the  characteristic  already 
mentioned,  he  will  sometimes  labor  over  a sermon  for  days,  while  at  other  times 
he  writes  with  rapidity.  Some  of  his  best  sermons  have  been  written  in  a few 
hours;  but  perhaps  much  of  the  subject  matter  was  already  in  mind.  As  a rule, 
that  upon  which  Ik*  spends  the  most  time,  revising  and  rewriting,  will  show  very 
decidedly  the  improvement  due  to  the  extra  labor.  In  the  pulpit  he  uses  only 
brief  notes,  and  does  not  confine  himself  strictly  to  these.  In  fact,  he  rarely 
preaches  a sermon  as  it  is  written.  His  temperament  is  almost  uniformly  cheer- 
ful ; even  the  proverbial  “Blue  Monday”  has  no  place  in  his  calendar. 

Mr.  Lear  married  a daughter  of  the  late  George  AV.  Volley — an  energetic  and 
alert  person,  gifted  with  quick  and  clever  mind  and  winning  graces  and  genius. 

In  December,  1 S ( * 1 , he  was  sent  to  Randolph-Macon  College,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  that  session.  The  following  year,  while  at  Roanoke  College, 
Salem,  Virginia,  he  professed  religion  and  joined  the  church.  Early  in  the 
session,  however,  he  left  college,  and  soon  after  this  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
States  army  as  a private  in  the  third  company,  Richmond  Howitzers.  Although 
. he  was  with  this  company  in  all  its  after  battle's  until  it  surrendered  with  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  he  escaped  unhurt,  with  the  exception  of  a slight 
wound  in  the  head,  received  in  the  battle  of  May  10,  ISfD,  at  Spotsylvania 
Courthouse.  For  several  years  after  the  war  he  engaged  in  secular  pursuits. 
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1 1 c*  hail  been  impressed  from  the  time  of  his  conversion  with  the  conviction 
that  he  ought  to  preach,  and  was  kept  from  so  doing  only  by  a felt  lack  of  intel- 
lectual fitness  for  the  work  and  because  he  was  without  money  to  pay  for  school- 
ing. I liable  to  rid  his  mind  entirely  of  the  thought  that  God  had  called  him  to 
preach,  he  made  the  issue  of  this  question  to  depend  upon  his  ability  or  non- 
ability to  secure  an  education;  and  only  after  an  absence  of  ten  years  did  he 
again  ( in  the  fall  of  1872)  enter  Randolph-Macon  College,  this  time  to  study  for 
the  ministry. 

Here,  on  January  17,  1874,  he  was  licensed  to  preach.  lie  remained  at  col- 
lege until  the  close  of  the  session  in  1875,  and  then  went,  by  invitation  of  the 
Quarterly  Conference  of  Albemarle  Circuit,,  to  help  .Rev.  R.  \V.  Watts,  their 
preacher  in  charge,  until  the  Annual  Conference  should  meet. 

In  November  of  that  year  he  was  received  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Annual 
Conference,  then  being  held  at  Danville,  Virginia,  and  was,  by  Bishop  Mc- 
Tycire,  assigned  to  Spotsylvania  Circuit.  In  1870  he  was  sent  to  Prince  George 
Circuit.  In  1877  be  was  ordained  deacon  by  Bishop  Doggett,  and  returned  to 
the  same  work.  In  187N  he  was  advanced  to  the  class  of  the  graduating  year, 
and  continued  on  Prince  George  Circuit,  lie  has  since  served  West  Dinwiddie, 
King  and  Queen,  Brunswick  and  Nottoway,  Petersburg,  ike.  lie  is  now  sta- 
tioned at  Centenary,  Richmond. 

It  is  not  beyond  sober  truth  to  say  that  no  man  in  our  ranks,  with  the  same 
maturity  and  might  of  his  mind,  has  so  little  notoriety;  or,  rather,  recognition 
of  merit  with  the  .Methodist  public.  It-  is  conceded  he  leads  a stainless  life, 
performs  his  duty  with  scrupulous  care,  and  is  endowed  with  virile  powers;  yet 
the  silent,  retiring,  studious  man  falls  behind,  except  in  the  estimate  of  the 
“few  and  fit,”  his  rightful  position  in  the  popular  estimate.  And  such  men  lay 
the  main  walls  of  Methodism  in  granite. 


RKV.  ALBERT  C.  BERRYMAN. 

Mr.  Perryman  was  born  January  31,  1851.  His  birthplace  was  Surry 
county,  Virginia.  This  is,  they  say,  a good  county  to  be  born  in.  The  writer 
does  not  speak  from  experience,  however,  as  he  never  tried  it.  It  is  well  known 
that  it  produces  good  and  true  men — and  peanuts  to  perfection. 

II  is  parents  were  Robert  W.  and  Sarah  E.  Berryman.  'They  were  both  of 
English  stock.  II  is  ancestors  came  to  this  country  not  far  from  the  time  that 
John  Smith  arrived.  How  near  the  Berrymans  are  to  lineage  from  Pocahontas, 
history  duos  not  say. 

His  father,  Robert  W.  Perryman,  is  one  of  five  brothers,  all  of  whom  were 
ministers  of  the  Gospel.  Thus  we  see  that  his  call  is  along  the  regular  line  of 
inheritance.  lie  was  instructed  in  the  very  beginning  in  those  things  which 
lead  to  a better  and  a higher  life,  lie  was  brought  up  in  the  Church  of  God. 
His  earliest  recollections  are  of  longings  to  be  with  the  people  of  God. 
The  heavenly  light  shone  into  his  heart,  and  the  divine  call,  which  none  but 
those  who  have  heard  it  know,  came  upon  him  when  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age. 

The  desire  to  be  about  his  Father’s  business  has  been  the  ruling  impulse  of 
his  life.  With  such  education  as  the  schools  of  his  neighborhood  could  give,  he 
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was  licensed  to  preach  l lie  Gospel  by  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  on  JNLay 
(i,  1 7 4.  Peeling  the  need  of  more  education,  he  entered  Randolph-Macon  Col- 
lege. Ill  health  prevented  him  from  completing  his  work  there,  hut  lie  continued 
his  studies.  For  several  years  he  did  good,  solid  work  in  the  ranks  of  the  Mary- 
land Conference,  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  lie  was  received  into  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference  of  the  Methodist  .Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  the  session  held 
in  Danville,  Virginia,  in  November  of  1880.  Since  then  he  has  been  a constant 
and  faithful  itinerant  minister,  first  on  the  Madison  Mission;  then  on  the  Scotts- 
vi lit*  ( 'ireuit  for  two  years;  afterward  on  the  West  Amherst  Circuit,  three  years; 
then  Ilafesville  Circuit,  three;  Gordonsville  and  Orange,  one  year;  Onancock, 
three  years;  South  Princess  Anne,  one  year  ; Fairmount  Avenue,  Richmond,  one 
year;  Amherst,  two  years;  Chesterfield,  one  year;  Sussex,  one  year,  and  is  now 
serving  his  second  year  at  West- End  .Memorial,  Manchester. 

Mr.  Perryman  is  possessed  of  good  physique,  pleasant  address,  even  tempe- 
rament and  generally  good  health. 

Subsequent  to  the  last  year  of  his  pastorate  on  the  Batesville  Circuit  until  his 
first  year  at  West  End  Memorial,  Manchester,  was  necessarily  a seeker  of  health. 

lie  is  a good,  substantial  preacher,  always  presenting  in  clear,  plain  manner 
the  Gospel  truth.  lie  preaches  the  Word.  He  never  enters  doubtful  fields.  Ilis 
efficiency  is  seen  in  the  results  of  his  labors.  He  is  a faithful  shepherd  of  the 
sheep.  When  one  is  seen  going  astray,  he  does  not  hesitate  to  go  after  him  and 
bring  him  back  “to  flic  fold  again.”  He  looks  carefully  after  the  interests  of 
everything  on  his  circuit.  The  property  does  not  go  down  under  his  careful 
oversight.  The  parsonages  are  better  when  he  leaves  them  than  when  he  re- 
ceives them.  Ilis  successor  will  never  find  a leaky  roof  or  neglected  garden,  lie 
knows  well  the  religious  status  of  all  his  members.  There  is  no  blustering 
display  or  fulsome  talk  about  him.  lie  is  quiet,  gentle,  easy,  kind;  but  firm, 
painstaking,  careful,  and  never  faltering  in  the  line  of  duty.  Ilis  work  will  only 
be  known  when  the  great  harvest  is  gathered.  May  he  continue  in  health  and 
strength  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Perryman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Helen  lv.  Payne,  of  Campbell 
county,  Virginia,  on  December  23,  1871).  Wisely  and  worthily  wed. 


REV.  RICHARD  B.  SCOTT. 

Mr.  Scott  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Alary  Scott,  and  was  born  in  Hanover 
county,  Virginia,  duly  4,  Is  I'd.  His  father  was  for  thirty  years  a member  of 
the  Virginia  Conference,  and  the  mantle  of  the  departed  prophet  seems  to  have 
fallen  on  the  son.  When  but  a wee  boy  Richard  would  often  say,  “I  am  going 
to  be  a preacher  like  pa,  when  1 am  a man,”  and  he  would  gather  the  children 
on  the  place,  both  white  and  colored,  and,  standing  on  a chair  or  stool,  would 
preach  and  sing.  When  nine  years  old  he  was  sent  to  a private  school  near  bis 
father’s  home.  Ilis  teacher  was  a Quaker  lady,  a woman  of  fine  sense  and  deep 
piety.  Here  he  remained  four  years.  In  1 S ( > 1 he  received  the  appointment  as 
State  cadet  at  the  Virginia  Military  Institute.  The  war  of  the  States  then 
being  waged,  the  Institute  was  (dosed  a few  months  after  his  arrival  and  all  the 
cadets  put  into  active  service.  This  service,  though  only  for  a few  months, 
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came  very  near  costing  Cadet  Scott  his  life,  lie  inarched  three  days  in  a driz- 
zling rain  with  clothing  saturated,  and  he  contracted  a deep  cold.  For  three- 
years  physicians  thought  that  consumption  would  soon  carry  him  to  a premature 
grave.  11  is  father  prayed  over  the  precious,  pale  and  wasted  boy,  and  the  prayer 
was  answered. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Virginia  lay  devastated  and  in  ruins.  Many  boys  left 
the  old  State,  seeking  their  fortunes,  llichard  Scott  among  them.  Away  from 
the  sweet  influences  of  home  life,  surrounded  by  evil  companions,  he  almost  lost 
the  “precious  pearl”  of  other  days,  lie  came  back  to  Virginia,  then  went  to 
Maryland,  and  while  attending  a camp-meeting,  God  called  upon  him  to  preach, 
lie  felt  his  utter  umvorthiness, his  incapacity,  his  want  of  scholastic  training, and 
said,  "I  am  not  tit.”  He  engaged  in  farming,  then  in  mercantile  business;  but 
the  voice  would  not  be  silenced.  In  1873  he  was  summoned  to  Ashland,  Vir- 
ginia, to  attend  the  burial  of  his  mother.  After  the  sad  rites  were  over  lie 
obtained  a situation  in  the  village,  in  order  to  attend  the  lectures  at  Randolph- 
Macon  College.  Often  and  again  was  he  almost  ready  to  give  up;  but  the  “still, 
small  voice”  would  whisper,  "lie  of  good  courage;  1 will  be  with  thee.” 

lie  joined  the  Virginia  Conference  in  1877.  The  first  year  he  travelled  the 
Bedford  < 'ircuit  with  Rev.  W.  F.  Bain;  the  next  year  he  was  sent  to  West  Lun- 
enburg Mission.  There  his  work  was  greatly  blessed.  In  1882  he  was  sent  to 
V est  Campbell  Circuit;  thence  he  was  sent  to  Nelson,  where  he  remained  four 
years.  More  than  ever  before  did  God  bless  bis  work.  More  than  one  hundred 
converts  bore  witness  to  his  faithfulness.  From  Nelson  he  went  to  Bertie,  North 
Carolina;  thence  to  Northampton,  North  Carolina;  then  to  Amherst,  Lancaster, 
in  181*0;  Atlantic,  to  Chesterfield,  in  1893;  Hanover,  1897;  Princess  Anne, 
1898;  Bedford  Circuit,  1900,  his  present,  work. 

In  height,  Mr.  Scott  is  five  feet  ten  inches;  in  weight,  one  hundred  and  eighty 
pounds;  in  complexion,  fair,  with  blue  eyes  and  light  hair.  1 1 is  voice  is  pleasant 
and  strong,  earnest  and  pleading,  especially  in  prayer;  in  disposition,  kind, 
generous,  devoted  and  indulgent  to  friends. 

In  1878  he  married  .Miss  Maud  Percy,  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia — an  engaging 
and  accomplished  woman,  who  is  a loving  companion,  a wise  counsellor  and  an 
efficient  co-worker  in  his  ministry. 


HEV.  R.  FIX  LEV  GAYLE. 

He  is  a native  of  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  and  the  third  son  of  Robert  J.  and 
Sarah  II.  Gayle;  born  January  22,  1858;  received  on  trial  in  the  Virginia  Con- 
ference in  1879.  April  6,  1882,  he  was  married  to  Miss  May  Jeannette,  eldest 
daughter  of  Joseph  L.  and  Carrie  E.  Young,  of  Portsmouth,  by  whom  he  has 
eight  children. 

In  person,  he  is  slight,  and  one  of  the  tall  men  of  the  Conference;  his  habit  is 
easy  and  deliberate;  his  air  confident,  rather  than  abstracted;  his  countenance 
generally  pleasant  and  smiling,  and  his  manner  engaging.  A vein  of  humor 
in  his  composition,  added  to  his  naturally  elastic  spirits,  makes  him  a welcome 
visitor  to  the  many  homes  he  enters  in  his  pastoral  work.  As  a companion,  he 
is  agreeable,  intelligent,  earnest  and  respectful,  and  never  fails  to  win  the  confi- 
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dence  and  kind  feelings  of  the  many  with  whom  lie  conies  often  in  contact.  He 
is  fond  of  his  work,  and  never  seems  happier  than  when  engaged  in  a revival." 
He  has  berm  instrumental  in  saving  many  souls.  God  has  blessed  him  with  a 
wonderfully  retentive  memory,  lie  reads  much,  keeping  himself  well  posted 
in  secular  affairs  as  well  as  informed  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  Church.  He 
has  served  the  following  work:  East  Halifax,  West  Bedford,  North  Mecklen- 
burg, East  Dinwiddie,  Crewe,  Norfolk  Circuit,  Onancock,  and  is  now  pastor  of 
Laurel-Street,  Kichmond,  Virginia. 

Air.  Gayle  has  the  rare  endowments  of  the  elements  that  constitute  a man  of 
affairs  and  also  exceptional  pulpit  aptness.  In  either  department  he  would  be 
ranked  as  a distinct  success.  It  seems  to  come  to  him  by  instinct  what  to  say, 
how  to  say  it,  the  time  to  say  it,  and  particularly  to  say  it  within  a certain  arc 
of  the  minute-hand  on  the  dial.  He  has  the  gift  of  keeping  eye  on  the  entire 
audience,  gauging  their  state,  noting  the  effect  of  the  sermon  and  change  of 
range  if  not  well  aimed,  and  all  the  while  giving  attention  to  fixing  and  firing 
the  cartridge. 

Between  Sabbaths  he  examines  the  church  machinery,  tapping  wheels,  testing 
bolts,  tightening  bands,  and  oiling  bearings.  There  are  no  loose  nuts  nor  slack 
belts  nor  cutting  journals.  The  Church  runs  without  jostle.  lie  has  common 
sense. 

II is  memory  is  next  to  a phenomenon.  It  is  airtight — never  leaks.  It  seems 
to  have  a cud.  It  stores  away  food  for  thought,  with  power  of  fetching  forth  in 
the  future  for  mastication.  Like  a jeweller’s  glue,  it  holds  whatever  touches 
it — ingot,  diamond,  microscopic  screw — ornamental  or  useful.  Each  event  per- 
forates a pigeon-hole  for  itself.  There  is  no  effort  to  retain  facts.  They  load 
themselves  like  the  automatic  tipple  filling  the  coal-cars. 

Methodism  is  debtor  in  its  practical  aspect  to  this  class  of  men,  who  never  say 
a foolish  thing  nor  do  an  unwise  one — alert,  judgmatical,  timely.  Our  system 
utilizes  such  talents  on  the  firing  line.  The  men  are  honored  by  these  emer- 
gency assignments,  yet  their  rank  and  remuneration  may  not  be  commensurate 
with  the  tasks.  'The  dress  sword  in  case  of  chamois-skin  to  save  it  from  the  dust 
of  drawing-rooms  sometimes  receives  superior  pay  to  the  bayonet  with  blood 
on  it. 


BEY.  THEODORE  O.  EDWARDS. 

He  is  of  light,  wiry,  active  build — five  feet  ten  inches,  and  spare;  bis  eye, 
bright  hazel,  full  of  expression;  bis  complexion  fair;  hair,  light  brown;  bis  face 
intellectual,  attractive,  sympathetic;  his  manner  quick,  nervous,  energetic, 
showing  him  to  be  what  he  is — a person  of  character,  force,  will,  a man  of 
decision,  ready  to  show  his  colors  to  the  foe,  to  stand  by  bis  faith,  to  be  true  to 
his  friends  and  to  forgive  his  enemies.  He  speaks  with  fluency,  directness  and 
precision.  He  is  as  free  from  bombast  or  redundancy  as  be  is  from  cant  or 
foolishness.  He  is  so  sincere  and  truthful  that  his  most  severe  critic  might  say 
that  he  was  sometimes  blunt.  In  the  assembly  of  men  be  is  always  the  knightly 
gentleman.  He  is  in  the  prime  of  his  intellectual  and  physical  manhood — about 
forty  years  of  age.  He  lias  promise  of  a future  stored  with  a large  measure  of 
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worthy  deeds.  As  a citizen — a member  of  the  social  compact  or  citizen  of  the 
spiritual  kingdom — there  is  no  truer  liege. 

No  doubtful  utterance  falls  from  his  lips.  We  always  know  what  he  means. 
II is  style  of  preaching  is  direct — almost  conversational — earnest,  convincing, 
comforting,  strengthening.  He  is  also  an  ever-watchful  pastor,  reminding  his 
people  that,  while  they  are  followers  of  Christ,  they  ought  to  be  in  fact  what  they 
profess  to  be,  11  is  Methodist  followers,  guiding  the  Church  by  the  chart  of  our 
discipline.  And  yet  the  most  rigid  observer  could  not  justly  say  that  he  was 
ever  offensive  to  those  of  other  denominations.  All  in  all,  he  is  an  exemplary 
spiritual  guide  and  teacher  of  God’s  word,  as  interpreted  by  our  Church.  It  is 
but  just  to  add  that  his  spiritual  gifts  are  rich  in  the  service  of  prayer  and  song. 

He  was  born  in  Norfolk,  Virginia,  -July  9,  1856.  lie  is  the  son  of  the  late 
Rev.  d.  J.  Edwards,  of  the  Virginia  Conference. 

In  September,  1872,  he  commenced  his  collegiate  education  at  Randolph- 
Macon  College,  which  he  attended  four  years.  Soon  after  the  fall  session  opened 
for  the  year  1873,  Dr.  J.  A.  Duncan  began  a revival.  On  September  30th  Mr. 
Edwards  found  Christ  as  a personal  Saviour,  and  on  October  5th  joined  the 
church  at  Ashland.  For  many  years — ever  since  he  could  recollect — M r. 
Edwards  had  a great  desire  to  become  a minister.  He  had  never  expressed  his 
wishes  to  any  one,  but,  when  converted,  Dr.  Duncan  said  to  him,  ‘‘I.  expect  to 
see  you  a minister  of  the  Gospel.” 

At  a quarterly  Conference  of  Monumental  Station,  Portsmouth,  Virginia, 
held  February  25,  1878,  he  was  granted  a local  preacher’s  license.  November 
14,  1878,  lie  was  admitted  as  a probationer  in  the  Virginia  Annual  Conference, 
and  was  sent  as  junior  preacher  on  Gates  Circuit,  where  he  did  excellent  service, 
lie  has  grown  steadily  in  all  directions. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  a frank,  bright  face.  lie  has  taken  a front  rank  as  a sys- 
tematic, energetic  and  growing  preacher.  He  has  the  briskness  of  youth  and 
much  of  the  discretion  of  age.,  lie  is  serving  Boykins. 


REV.  JOHN  S.  WALLACE. 

Mr.  Wallace,  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Wallace,  was  born  in  Gloucester 
county,  Va.,  October  21,  1854.  Before  the  age  of  ten  years  he  was  an  orphan. 
1 1 is  misfortune,  however,  was  somewhat  mitigated  by  the  kindness,  love  and 
labors  of  an  older  sister,  Mrs.  Margaret  Anderton,  of  Gloucester  county.  lie 
was  converted  in  li is  sixteenth  year  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Martin, 
and  joined  Bethlehem  Church.  Impelled  to  the  Gospel  ministry  by  an  inward 
voice,  he  entered,  in  September,  1877,  Ran  dolph-M.  aeon  College,  and  spent  two 
sessions  in  preparation  for  the  work.  In  November,  1879,  he  was  received  on 
trial  by  the  Virginia  Conference,  thence  serving  the  following  charges:  West 
Charlotte,  Patrick,  Berlin,  Culpeper,  Northampton,  Bovkins,  Atlantic  Circuit, 
Cambridge  Circuit,  Princess  Anne,  South  Princess  Anne,  York,  and  is  now 
serving  his  second  year  at  Fifth  Street,  Manchester. 

In  November,  1883,  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Eva  A.  West,  an  estimable  lady 
of  Berlin,  Md. 
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He  was  ordained  deacon  in  1881  at  Charlottesville,  Va.,  by  Bishop  McTyeire, 
and  ordained  elder  by  Bishop  Pierce  at  Richmond,  Va.,  in  1888. 

Air.  Wallace  is  of  medium  size;  his  weight,  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
pounds;  height,  five  feet  six  inches;  hair  covers  his  tine  head  with  dark  curls; 
eyes  blue;  complexion  florid.  He  is  sedate  and  retiring  in  his  manner,  llis 
true  worth  and  character  can  be  known  only  by  intimate  association.  Digni- 
fied in  appearance,  yet  not  stiff;  unselfish,  friendly  and  affable,  with  great 
warmth  of  spirit.  He  was  known  as  the  “model  boy”  among  his  playmates, 
lionet  his  character  and  worth  are  but  the  fulfilled  promise  of  his  boyhood.  As 
a preacher,  he  is  consecrated  and  faithful  ; his  style  chiefly  topical,  “a  fine 
analyzer,  and  always  engaging.”  Lucid,  strong  and  edifying  in  the  presenta- 
tion of  his  theme,  he  kindles  with  his  subject,  frequently  rising  to  heights  of 
fervor  and  spiritual  power.  Honest  and  bold,  preaching  to  save  souls,  he 
handles  sin  with  gloves  off,  tearing  away  the  whited  walls' of  hypocrisy  and 
empty  profession,  revealing  the  rottenness  within,  and,  though  coming  upon  the 
sinner  in  his  chosen  refuge,  mingles  mercy  with  judgment,  couples  the  law  and 
the  Gospel,  placing  Calvary  by  the  side  of  Sinai.  Withal,  he  is  a student,  find- 
ing in  the  Bible,  theology  and  human  nature  inviting  fields.  From  the  battle- 
field of  bis  operations  in  the  holy  war,  prisoners  have  been  taken  and  many  re- 
cruits sworn  in  and  uniformed  in  the  name  of  the  King  Eternal.  So  the  records 
show. 


REV.  WILLIAM  J.  YOUNG,  D.  D. 

Dr.  Y oung,  now  (1901)  in  the  second  year  of  his  pastorate  of  Court  Street 
church,  Lynchburg,  was  born  in  January,  1859,  in  Baltimore,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools,  and  graduated  in  Baltimore  City  College  in  July,  1S7-L 
After  a post-graduate  course  in  the  same  college,  he  taught  in  the  public  schools 
for  two  years. 

Jn  1 808  he  was  born  of  the  Spirit,  and,  responding  to  its  unmistakable  call, 
he  was  licensed  in  April,  1877,  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  North  Baltimore 
Station  to  preach  the  Gospel,  having  already  been  a licensed  exhorter  for 
£ year  or  more. 

He  then  attended  Vanderbilt  University  for  two  years,  from  which  institu- 
tion he  graduated  in  the  summer  of  1879.  He  immediately  went  as  a supply 
on  a Circuit  in  the  Baltimore  Conference,  but  was  soon  sent  by  Bishop  McTyiere 
to  take  charge  of  a church  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  belonging  to  tbe  West  Texas 
Conference.  Soon  thereafter  he  was  regularly  transferred  to  the  West  Texas 
Conference  and  appointed  by  the  Conference  to  the  Soledad  Street  church,  San 
Antonio,  which  he  was  already  serving  most  acceptably  by  request  of  the  Bishop. 

During  his  pastorate  of  this  church,  from  1879  to  1883,  he  was  ordained  a 
deacon  by  Bishop  Pierce  at  Baling,  Texas,  October  17,  1880,  and  an  elder  bv 
Bishop  Parker,  October  15,  1882.  ITe  was  united  in  marriage  November  1, 
1882,  to  Miss  Mary  Margaret  Campbell,  a member  of  his  church,  whose  father 
was  a native  of  Virginia. 

This  devout  lady  has  been  not  only  a helpmeet  and  companion  to  him,  but 
also  a devoted  co-laborer  in  tin*  Church  and  the  cause  to  which  he  is  consecrated. 
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'Finis  they  are  truly  wedded  in  being  jointly  dedicated  to  the  same  sacred  service. 

Closing  these  four  eventful  years  of  his  first  regular  charge,  in  1883,  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Texas  Conference,  and  received  the  appointment  to  St.  John’s 
church,  in  Galveston.  lie  had  finished  but  one  year  of  faithful  and  fruitful 
labor  here,  when,  under  medical  advice,  he  consented  to  seek  a colder  climate, 
and  was  transferred  to  the  Baltimore  Conference  and  appointed  in  March,  1885, 
to  Calvary  church,  Baltimore.  lie  served  this  church  until  1888,  when  he  was 
appointed  to  Alexandria,  from  which  he  was  taken  at  the  end  of  three  years  to 
fill  the  chair  of  Adjunct  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  in  Randolpli-Macon 
College.  While  in  this  position,  for  which  he  had  special  aptitude,  he  also  filled 
the  pulpit  of  the  Methodist  church  at  Ashland,  and  joined  the  Virginia  Confer- 
ence at  its  session  of  November,  1891. 

The  following  year  he  was  stationed  at  Park  Place,  Richmond,  succeeding  at 
that  new  and  growing  church,  Rev.  Dr.  John  Hannon.  His  ministry  here  bore 
abundant  fruit,  and  the  congregation  grew  in  grace  and  numbers. 

In  1893  Randolpb-Macon  College  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Divinity. 

At  the  session  of  1895  the  Conference  appointed  Dr.  Young  to  Epworth 
church,  Norfolk,  where  he  remained  the  allotted  term  of  four  years,  abounding 
in  labor  and  acceptable  ministration  of  the  Word  to  the  advancement  of  all  the 
interests  of  the  Church. 

In  November,  1899,  he  was  appointed  to  Court  Street  church,  in  Lynchburg, 
where  he  is  safely  entrenched  in  the  affections  of  the  members  of  his  church, 
and  winning  “golden  opinions  from  all  sorts  of  people.” 

As  a man,  Dr.  Young  measures  up  to  the  standard  of  an  amiable,  cultivated, 
Christian  gentleman ; as  a pastor  he  is  a discreet  and  devoted  shepherd  of  the 
flock,  and  as  a preacher,  able,  entertaining,  popular  and  persuasive,  with  an  eye 
always  single  to  his  message  of  God  to  man.  Into  the  social  circle  he  brings  the 
warm  glow  of  good  nature,  and  upon  all  subjects  sheds  the  sunshine  of  genial 
wit  and  humor.  He  kindles  a light  to  see  by  and  not  a fire  to  burn.  He  is  a 
born  comrade  of  the  human  family,  and  whatever  concerns  mankind  arouses 
his  deepest  interest.  It  requires  no  effort  for  him  to  weep  with  those  that  weep 
and  rejoice  with  those  that  are  glad.  His  tact,  therefore,  is  inborn  and  sincere, 
and.  not  the  result  of  intellectual  exercise.  With  a nature  candid,  pure  and 
noble,  a mind  generous  and  broadened  bv  wide  information;  and,  withal,  fluent 
of  speech,  he  could  not  fail  to  be  a charming  companion. 

'These  qualities,  united  with  an  earnest  consecration  to  his  calling,  rounds  out 
the  character  of  the  ideal  pastor;  judicial  in  judgment,  tolerant  in  opinion, 
charitable  in  all  things,  and  studying  to  follow  the  teachings  of  the  Master,  he 
guides  the  affairs  and  machinery  of  the  Church  smoothly  and  successfully. 
Being  himself  singularly  free  from  fads  and  cranks  and  quiddities,  he  yet  has 
patience  with  them  all  and  sees  the  good  in  all.  Lvery  interest  of  the  Church, 
from  cradle  roll  to  Bishopric  receives  his  watchful  care  and  counsel,  his  prayers 
and  blessings,  lie  is  as  much  beloved  as  a pastor  as  he  is  praised  as  a preacher. 

In  the  pulpit  his  one  purpose  is  to  bring  sinners  to  the  Cross  and  to  inspire 
the  Christian  to  live  the  Spirit  of  Christ.  Too  much  engrossed  with  the  present 
needs  of  saint  and  sinner  to  wander  in  the  mists  of  polemics,  he  preaches  the 
living  Word  to  the  living  men  and  women  before  him.  Whatever  the  occasion 
or  the  subject,  he  finds  in  it  the  best  truth  for  the  present  people  and  presents 
it  with  convincing  force.  His  mission  is  not  to  them  of  old-time,  nor  is  the  fate 
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of  posterity  in  his  keeping,  but  to  those  who  hear  him  he  is  never  without  a 
clear  message  from  the  God  of  the  living. 

lie  is  not  an  orator  as  most  men  count  oratory,  but  he  might  be,  did  his 
ambition  lie  that  way.  He  is  no  studied  declaimer  nor  rhetorician,  but  the  ear- 
nest enthusiasm  and  spirituality  of  the  man  speak  out  in  his  sermons  and  rise  to 
the  plane  of  pure  and  simple  eloquence.  His  ambition  is  not  to  dazzle  or  make 
display;  but  to  instruct,  to  elevate  and  exalt  the  character  and  to  inspire  the 
soul. 

In  diction  and  delivery  Dr.  Young  is  iluent  and  graceful ; in  manner,  easy 
and  attractive ; in  matter,  always  fresh  and  forceful.  Being  a man  of  wide  and 
varied  reading,  he  gleans  choice  sheaves  from  every  field  of  human  knowledge 
and  bringeth  forth  from  his  treasury  things  both  new  and  old.  A scholar  by 
education  and  a student  by  habit,  the  best  literature  of  the  English  tongue 
furnishes  him  ready  illustrations  to  point  his  morals  and  his  zeal  for  the  souls  of 
men  consecrates  the  stores  of  a well-trained  mind  and  the  emotions  of  a true- 
hearted nature  to  the  service  and  honor  of  his  Lord.  He  burrows  in  books  that 
he  may  bring  these  “voices  of  the  distant  and  the  dead”  to  lead  the  living  into 
a knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  He  keeps  abreast  of  the  times  in 
order  to  show  that  in  the  practice  of  pure  and  undefiled  religion  lie  the  real  pro- 
gress and  true  happiness  of  the  human  family. 

With  him  the  preacher  is  not  a propagator  of  dogma  or  denominationalism, 
for  there  is  no  cure  in  a creed  for  a sin-sick  soul;  but  with  love  for  all  men, 
tolerance  for  all  sincerity,  and  charity  for  all  creeds,  in  preaching  as  in  living, 
he  “lures  to  brighter  worlds  and  leads  the  way.” 


REV.  HERBERT  TYREE  BAG  OH. 

On  a quiet  street  of  the  town  of  Clarksville,  Va.,  there  stands  a pleasant, 
vine-covered  cottage.  There  is  an  air  of  peace  about  the  place.  Within,  the 
tables  are  piled  with  good  reading  matter,  mostly  of  a religious  kind,  and  there 
are  good  books  on  the  shelves.  A pair  of  crutches  lie  near  the  takle,  and  by  it, 
pen  in  band,  sits  a quiet,  thoughtful  man  with  the  marks  of  spiritual  conflict 
and  of  victory  upon  him.  For  nearly  forty  years  he  has  wielded  that  pen  in  the 
service  of  God.  Hundreds  of  messages  has  he  sent  through  the  papers,  not  only 
of  his  own,  but  of  other  churches  as  well,  cheering  the  faint-hearted,  soothing 
the  sorrowful,  calling  sinners  to  Jesus.  For  six  years  he  was  on  the  staff  of  the 
Sunday-school  Department  of  the  Church,  talking  weekly  to  a half-million 
little  ones.  "Though  now  for  ten  years  he  has  not  been  able  to  travel  a circuit, 
yet  he  has  not  ceased  to  work  diligently  in  the  Sunday-school  and  the  Rosebud 
Society,  as  well  as  with  his  pen,  deeming  no  work  too  small  to  deserve  his  best 
efforts.  In  childhood  this  writer  heard  of  him  as  a man  of  sweet  spirit  and 
lovely  Christian  character,  possessing  the  confidence  and  affection  of  Christian 
people.  "To-day  the  public  knows  him  as  the  same — a man  tried  and  true,  wait- 
ing in  the.  evening  of  life  for  the  Master’s  welcome  word. 

Many  a man  of  robust  health  and  strong  frame  has  spent  threescore  years  on 
this  planet,  preaching,  it  may  be,  almost  to  the  last,  and  yet  has  done  less  for 
Christ  and  his  people  than  (his  true  soldier  of  the  Cross,  “faint,  yet  pursuing.” 
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The  sketches  of  1SS0  say  of  him: 

The  sight  of  klr.  Bacon  is  a sermon.  Ilis  spare  form  suggests  impaired 
health,  and  lie  lias  to  use  crutches.  With  these  drawbacks,  the  zeal  of  the  min- 
ister speaks  loudly.  The  meekness  of  Jesus  looks  from  his  eye;  the  devotion 
of  an  apostle  is  in  his  life.  His  presence  is  a benediction. 

For  years,  under  physical  disabilities,  he  has  served  the  Church  in  the  itin- 
erant department  and  enriched  tin?. periodicals  with  his  pen.  Ilis  brethren  have 
him  in  their  affection  for  his  work’s  sake  and  his  own  worth. 

He  tolls  of  the  providence  of  God  that  brought  him,  like  another  prodigal, 
to  repentance:  “.My  retrospect  is  a misspent  youth,  an  early  manhood  passed  in 
sin.  1 was  driven  to  Christ,  for  it  was  not  until  my  expectations  of  happiness 
from  the  world  had  perished  and  God  had  seen  fit,  in  His  amazing  mercy,  to 
afflict  me  with  a life-long  lameness,  that  I gave  my  heart  to  Christ.” 

He  was  born  in  Xottoway  county,  near  Burkeville.  His  father  was  James 
E.  Bacon,  a lawyer  of  that  county;  his  mother  was  Miss  Martha  T.  Gregory,  of 
Mecklenburg.  Ilis  grandfather  was  Colonel  Tyree  Glenn  Bacon,  an  officer  in 
the  war  of  1812.  His  mother  died  while  he  was  yet  an  infant,  but  his  grand- 
mother adopted  him  as  her  own,  and  to  her  he  owes  his  early  impressions.  She 
was  an  excellent  Presbyterian,  and  it  was  among  the  members  of  that  Church 
his  early  years  were  spent.  His  academical  advantages  were  very  good. 

He  was  living  in  [Mecklenburg  county,  near  Boydton,  in  the  year  1858,  when 
Bov.  Joseph  IT.  Biddiek  was  on  that  circuit.  He  held  a protracted  meeting 
in  the  summer  at  Centenary  church.  Mr.  Bacon  attended  the  service  on  August 
1st,  and  that  was  the  day  of  his- espousal  to  Christ.  He  joined  the  Virginia 
Conference  in  1865,  in  Danville,  and  has  served  in  a number  of  circuits  and 
stations  till  his  health  forbade  active  work.  lie  is  now  living  in  Clarksville, 
Ya.,  superannuated,  yet  omitting  no  occasion  to  do  work  for  Jesus — a gentle, 
loyal  and  faithful  soldier  of  Christ. 

On  August  1,  1871  (the  anniversary  of  his  conversion),  he  was  married  to 
M iss  Jennie  Scott,  of  Clarksville,  Va.  A double  blessing — the  two  greatest  of 
liis  life — came  to  him  on  that  day. 


REV.  CHARLES  E.  HOBDAY. 

Mr.  Ilobday.  as  be  terms  it,  is  the  last  of  the  “old-field  class”  that  came  into 
the  Conference.  The  man  who  fought  through  the  war,  was  captured  twice,  in 
Fort  Delaware  once,  escaped  once  from  his  captors,  wouldn’t  surrender  at  Appo- 
mattox—such  an  one  is  hardly  tit  for  the  gentle  ways  of  a theological  school, 
sub  tagmine  fagi . The  bronzed  soldier  couldn’t  don  the  gown  of  the  divinity 
student.  He  went  into  the  ministry,  like  the  southern  men  into  the  armv,  with 
more  vim  than  drill,  lie  has,  like  them,  made  his  mark.  The  man  who  suffered 
the  horrors  of  hunger  and  thirst  (thirty-six  hours  without  water)  in  prison,  is 
not  backward  before  the  difficulties  of  the  itinerancy. 

He  was  born  March  1,  18-14,  in  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  and  converted  and 
joined  old  Dimviddie-Street  church  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Charles  A. 
Davis.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Holiday  removed  to  Mathews  county  in  December, 
JS54.  He  did  not  take  a certificate  of  removal,  and,  neglecting  bis  Church 


REV.  HERBERT  T.  BACON. 


SKETCHES  AND  PORTRAITS  OF  TIIE  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. 


199 


privileges,  lie  went  back  to  the  world.  In  the  army  he  was  deeply  convicted 
under  the  preaching  of  Rev.  Mr.  Davis,  chaplain  of  the  Sixth  Virginia  Cavalry, 
while  encamped  near  Ashland  in  the  winter  of  1863-’!.  He  was  reclaimed  by 
sound  conversion  during  a powerful  revival  at  old  Providence,  Mathews  county, 
in  September,  1865,  and  at  once  entered  the  Church  and  was  put  to  work,  lie 
felt  his  call  to  the  ministry,  yet  resisted  two  years;  but  yielding  at  last,  he  was 
licensed  to  preach,  September  13,  1867,  and  was  received  on  trial  by  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference  the  following  November,  and  sent  as  helper  to  Bertie  Circuit, 
Rev.  J.  McMullan,  preacher  in  charge;  in  186S,  in  charge  of  Northampton  Cir- 
cuit. During  this  year  gracious  revivals  blessed  the  circuit — 169  conversions 
and  139  accessions  to  the  Church.  In  1869  he  was  sent  to  Goochland  Circuit, 
remaining  two  years;  in  1871,  sent  to  Caroline;  in  1872,  to  Indian  Ridge  (now 
Currituck  Circuit),  remaining  two  years;  in  1874,  Cliuckatuck;  in  1S7S,  to 
South  Norfolk.  And  onward  have  been  his  movements,  growing  in  all  the  ele- 
ments that  thoroughly  furnish  the  evangelist  and  pastor.  lie  has  wrought  well 
at  whatever  post  of  duty  assigned.  The  Elders  know  that  a sturdy  man,  equal 
to  any  emergency,  ready  with  resources  and  alert,  is  Charles  E.  ITobday.  They 
make  effort  to  enlist  him  in  their  corps.  Ills  parish  in  1890  was  Eastville;  ’91, 
Southampton;  ’92,  Batesville;  ’94,  York;  ’97,  Brunswick;  1900-’l,  Gloucester 
Point. 

Tie  is  grounded  in  Methodist  theology  and  expounds  in  strong  sentences,  each 
flying  as  a bolt  from  a catapult.  Ills  voice  is  rich,  full,  far-reaching  and  under 
best  control.  Methodism  grows  by  reason  of  his  life  and  service. 

‘T  have  tried  to  do  my  duty.  I have  not  hesitated  to  say  what  I thought.” 


REV.  CHARLES  C.  WERTEYBAKER. 

AVe  never  saw  a man  who  slung  a rifle  that  was  truer  to  his  post  than  AVerten- 
baker.  At  a prayer-meeting  or  a skirmish,  Charley  was  generally  ready  to  im- 
prove the  occasion.  He  was  cocked  and  primed  to  put  in  a shot  or  shout.  Daniel 
in  Babylon  was  not  braver  for  his  consciencce  than  the  stripling  soldier  and  boy 
class-leader  in  the  Confederate  army.  His  record  is  luminous.  His  courage 
rallied  the  wavering  soldier;  his  Christian  integrity  made  steadfast  the  falter- 
ing disciples. 

In  t lie  ministry,  as  everywhere,  he  moves  forward  without  noise  in  the  line 
of  duty.  Churches  catch  inspiration  from  his  consecrated  labors;  sinners  know 
him  as  a man  who  tells  what  he  feels — they  plead  for  mercy.  Revivals  spread; 
the  good  cause  prospers.  He  is  a shepherd  to  the  sheep,  ready  to  give  his  own 
life  for  the  (lock.  His  name  is  honored  wherever  he  has  gone  about  his  Master’s 
work. 

The  historic  county  of  Albemarle  is  his  birthplace.  His  parents,  Edward  and 
Ann  'I'.  AYertenbaker,  dedicated  him  to  God  and  the  ministry — a fact  he  did 
not  know  till  the  Master  Himself  called  him.  lie  is  verging  on  fifty-live  years 
of  age,  of  medium  height,  well  knit,  pleasant  countenance,  quiet  manners,  with 
measured  movements  and  a certain  steadiness  of  step  that  signify  firmness  of 
purpose.  He  received  the  training  gained  from  good  schools,  and  has  made  use 
of  it  by  keeping  to  the  life  of  a student  in  the  sacred  calling. 
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While  a lad  of  seven  lie  lost,  by  sudden  death,  his  father.  In  1857,  in  Buch- 
anan, West  Virginia  (his  home  at  the  time),  he  gave  himself  to  God  at  a ser- 
vice in  the  Southern  .Methodist  Church,  and  in  bringing  a companion  to  like 
consecration  he  felt  the  first  impulse  of  a divine  command  to  "go”  and  disciple 
the  people. 

In  18G1  he  was  deputy  in  the  Circuit  Court  Clerk’s  office,  when  the  civil  war 
began,  lie  enlisted,  and  was  captured  at  the  surprise  of  the  Confederates  at 
Philippi,  in  West  Virginia.  When  his  parole  expired  he  entered  again  the 
ranks  of  war,  resigning  a quartermastership,  and  was  elected  a lieutenant  in  the 
Sixty-second  regiment  of  mounted  infantry,  and  fought  in  that  brave  band  till 
the  fall  of  the  Confederacy,  lie  was  in  many  a hot  encounter,  and  called  to  the 
command  of  his  regiment  as  senior  officer  in  one  of  these  engagements.  He 
received  grievous  marks  of  hostile  weapons,  but  was  found  in  the  front  before 
these  disabling  and  unhealed  wounds  could  get  a surgeon’s  certificate  that  he  was 
"fit  for  duty.” 

The  author  of  this  volume  can  bear  testimony  to  his  devout  life,  Christian 
zeal  and  conspicuous  courage  “in  the  high  places  of  the  field.” 

In  canqi  or  campaign,  he  was  ready  to  join  in  religious  exercises.  lie  was  an 
official  class-leader  of  the  Church  on  the  march. 

The  war  left  him  moneyless  and  with  a shattered  constitution.  He  taught 
school  in  Augusta  county.  In  1SGG  he  was  licensed  as  a local  preacher  by  Rev. 
L.  S.  Reed.  In  18GS,  after  service  on  circuits  under  the  Elder,  he  joined  the 
Baltimore  Conference.  I ie  wrought  for  several  years  in  the  bounds  of  that  body. 
Coming  to  the  Virginia  Conference  in  1871,  he  has  given  valued  service  to  the 
Church,  tilling  every  charge  intrusted  to  him  with  fidelity  and  success.  The 
number  of  converts  under  his  ministry  have  gone  into  the  thousands.  The 
churches  under  his  hand  have  grown  in  material  prosperity.  His  eye  is  single. 
He  forgets  the  things  behind,  and  with  ardent  eye  presses  for  the  crown  dia- 
demed with  the  stars  of  souls  saved. 

The  long  annals  of  sterling  and  stout  men  in  the  Methodist  ministry  hold  few 
more  true  to  their  high  commission  than  Charles  Wertenbaker.  Like  the  great 
Apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  he  has  counted  all  tilings  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of 
the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Lord.  Hot  shrinking  from  any  responsibility 
nor  failing1  to  perform  any  known  duty  imposed  upon  him.  Brother  Werten- 
baker is  a faithful  man,  and  has  sought  constantly  in  his  life  to  exemplify  the 
doctrines  of  Christ,  his  Saviour,  and  to  worthily  live  the  Gospel  he  preaches  to 
others.  The  vows  assumed  at  his  ordination  to  the  Elder’s  office  in  the  itinerant 
ministry  have  never  been  forgotten.  With  all  diligence  he  has  labored  to  show 
himself  a workman  approved  unto  God  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  and  it 
has  pleased  the  Father  to  bless  his  office  and  ministry  to  the  edification  of  be- 
lievers, and  to  the  conviction  and  conversion  of  sinners,  enjoying  himself  a pro- 
found communion  with  God,  he  has  been  able  out  of  the  rich  treasures  of  his 
own  experience  to  “bring  forth  things  new  and  old,”  and  hold  forth  the  word  of 
truth  to  the  comfort  and  strengthening  of  hundreds  of  believing  souls.  Where 
he  has  gone  in  obedienre  to  the  authorities  of  the  Church,  revivals  have  sprung 
up,  and  great  prosperity  has  blessed  bis  charges. 

Our  brother  delights  to  discuss  the  great  themes  of  revolution.  He  never 
caters  to  the*  depraved  taste  which  demands  the  highly-seasoned  condiments 
served  to  the  public  from  the  sensational  pulpits  of  our  day.  II  is  conception 
of  bis  commission  as  a Gospel  preacher  has  never  allowed  him  to  know  other  than 
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Christ  and  Him  crucified  as  a fitting  theme  for  the  sacred  desk.  With  this  theme 
on  his  lips  and  engraved  on  his  heart,  he  has  gone  in  and  out  among  the  people 
of  Virginia  during  an  unbroken  ministry  of  thirty-two  years.  As  a pastor,  Mr. 
Wertenbaker  is  true  and  faithful  to  all  the  interests  of  his  parislioners.  A true 
friend  and  a wise  counsellor,  he  has  by  his  personal  ministrations  brought  com- 
fort and  light  upon  many  a darkened  pathway.  As  he  reviews  the  way  which 
he  has  come,  the  most  cheering  and  priceless  memories  are  those  in  which  by 
words  of  kindness  and  love  he  has  brought  light  and  happiness  to  the  darkened 
chambers  of  human  souls.  He  is  tender  and  gentle  to  a fault,  yet  he  firmly  and 
carefully  guards  the  interests  of  his  church,  not  hesitating  to  employ  moral 
surgery  where  the  spiritual  life  of  his  parishoner  requires  it.  Thus  has  this 
noble  man  gone  in  and  out  among  us,  seeking  to  do  good  to  all  men  for  nearly 
the  third  of  a century.  He  has  passed  the  summit  of  the  hill  of  life,  but  the 
future  is  all  bright  before  him.  An  unfailing  faith  in  the  goodness  of  God  and 
in  the  infinite  wisdom  of  II  is  Providences  tills  his  declining  years  with  the  mel- 
low radiance  of  the  celestial  world.  Because  of  failing  health,  by  the  advice  of 
his  physician,  he  will  rest  for  a brief  space,  but  trusts  to  answer  the  roll-call  of 
his  Conference  at  the  end  of  another  year  and  again  enter  upon  his  loved  employ. 
Our  brother  maintains  decided  convictions  upon  many  of  the  questions  at  issue 
among  us  to-day,  and  is  always  found  in  line  with  them,  but  toward  all  his  breth- 
ren his  heart  is  mellow  with  truest  love.  He  has  served  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant circuits  and  stations  in  our  bounds,  and  holds  the  unlimited  confidence 
and  love  of  thousands  of  our  best  people. 

He  married  Miss  Bidding,  of  Baltimore,  in  1868 — a lady  fitted  in  every  way 
for  the  helpmeet  of  an  itinerant  preacher — cultured,  energetic  and  discreet.  She 
has  been  an  influence  for  good  to  this  noble  man  of  God.  A bevy  of  bright  and 
beautiful  children  adorn  and  gladden  their  home. 

Mr.  Wertenbaker  is  deeply  wedded  to  old  Methodist  customs  in  ordering  his 
own  religious  life.  He  is  a man  of  systematic  prayer  and  acquainted  with  the 
mind  of  the  Spirit.  His  presence  in  the  household  is  a benediction.  Men  take 
note  of  him  as  a companion  of  Jesus.  His  auditors  catch  the  godly  infection 
from  his  own  soul. 

He  is  gifted  in  song,  and  the  hymn  never  lacks  for  a tuneful  voice  to  “raise 
and  carry”  it  in  sweet  and  sacred  notes.  He  is  as  the  knighted  Jacob  by  Jab- 
bok — a prince  in  prayer.  Congregations  are  thrilled,  penitents  converted  and 
Heaven-moved  when  he  wrestles  with  the  angel  for  a blessing  in  public  supplica- 
tion. 

He  has  served  the  following  charges:  Wicomico,  Atlantic,  Pungoteague,  East 
Norfolk,  Bowling  Green,  Madison,  Glouceseer,  Laurel  Street,  Amelia,  North 
Gates,  Southampton,  and  Isle  of  Wight.  His  health  is  infirm,  and  the  Con- 
ference has  given  him  a furlough. 


REV.  PAUL  BRADLEY. 

The  juniors  of  1875  reckon  this  comrade,  familiarly  called  “Paul,”  as  spe- 
cially genial,  “clubable,”  and  of  unusual  gifts,  with  a fine  presence — the  charm 
of  their  social  circle. 
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From  that  good  year  of  grace,  he  lias  wrought  with  prosperity  to  the  Church 
and  personal  popularity.  J I is  coming  to  a parish  is  hailed  with  good  will  and 
his  departure  leaves  sad  hearts.  The  sign  and  witness  of  his  divine  conscription 
for  service  in  the  sacramental  host  are  vouchsafed  to  him,  for  the  IToly  Ghost 
falls  upon  the  people  and  kindles  his  own  soul. 

He  has  filled  quite  a number  of  “bachelors’  appointments,”  for  he  did  not 
interpret  his  enlistment  in  the  militant  host  as  a command  to  “lead  about  a 
sister”  through  the  vicissitudes  of  the  itinerancy.  He  waited,  and  wisely,  too; 
for  when  lie  did  make  a choice  for  “better  or  for  worse,”  it  was  pre-eminently 
good,  better  and  best.  He  married  Hiss  Brown,  of  King  George — a lady  richly 
endowed  by  heredity  and  personal  character  for  life  in  the  ranks  of  the  conse- 
crated nomads  and  God’s  nobility. 

Mr.  Bradley  has  made  full  proof  his  ministry  in  Richmond,  Orange,  King 
William,  Westmoreland,  Pittsylvania  (Chatham),  Charlotte,  Caroline,  ITeaths- 
ville,  Cartersville,  Gloucester  Point,  Gordonsville,  Liberty-Street,  Berkley.  His 
present  pastorate  is  Clnirchland  and  West  Norfolk. 

An  amiable,  engaging,  handsome  and  lovely  man  of  God  is  Paul  Bradley. 


REV.  JAMES  CLAYTON  REED. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  surviving  heroes  of  the  “Lost  Cause.” 
Tie  entered  the  Confederate  Army  in  July,  1861,  when  he  was  but  eighteen 
years  old,  fought  bravely  during  the  war,  and  surrendered  with  the  immortal 
Lee  and  his  noble  little  band  of  patriots  at  Appomattox  Courthouse,  where  they 
were  forced  to  yield  to  “overwhelming  numbers  and  resources.”  Mr.  Reed  lost 
his  left  hand  at  Sharpsburg,  torn  off  by  a shell  during  that  battle.  He  thus 
“fought  and  bled,”  but  says  that  on  “Memorial  Days”  he  now  feels  very  grate- 
ful that  he  didn’t  die  for  his  country.  No  one,  however,  had  the  sacrifice  been 
required,  would  more  readily  have  laid  down  his  life  for  a righteous  cause.  His 
untarnished  record  as  a soldier  hints  of  the  fine  qualities  of  his  native  fibre. 

In  purity  of  character,  singleness  of  heart,  correctness  of  conduct,  courageous 
discharge  of  duty — in  fact,  in  all  the  qualities  that  constitute  genuine  worth  and 
Christian  manhood — he  has  no  superior  among  the  many  meritorious  men  of 
the  Methodist  ministry.  He  commands  respect  from  all  who  know  him,  and  his 
intimate  friends  cherish  for  him  the  sincerest  affection  and  repose  in  him  un- 
limited confidence.  This  love  and  trust  have  never  been  misplaced,  for  the  en- 
tire nature  of  the  man  renders  him  incapable  of  deceit  or  treachery.  In  stat- 
ure he  is  tall,  measuring  full  six  feet,  with  a body  well  developed  and  propor- 
tioned. Ilis  countenance  is  strongly  marked,  bis  features  being  somewhat 
rugged,  but  pleasing  and  attractive.  He  has  brain  as  well  as  brawn,  for  his 
intellect  is  as  robust  as  his  physique.  His  mind  is  quick  and  active  in  its  opera- 
tion, holding  with  a strong  grasp  whatever  claims  its  attention,  and  its  faculties 
exist,  in  equipoise.  When  once  his  mental  barque  is  fairly  launched  on  the  sea 
of  thought  and  investigation,  a steady  hand  holds  the  helm,  and  the  vessel  floats 
on  even  keel,  without  listing.  As  a preacher,  Mr.  Reed  is  as  free  from  empty 
platitudes  as  from  pyrotechnical  display.  He  has  a higher  purpose  in  the  pul- 
pit than  the  making  of  rhetorical  bouquets.  His  sermons  oifer  to  the  hearer 


1-  ! i;  ,,  . . /■( 

, 


’ 


KEV.  ClIAliLES  II.  GALLOWAY. 


SKETCHES  AND  PORTRAITS  OF  THE  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. 


207 


nourishing  fruit  rather  than  fading  flowers,  lie  does  not  weary  the  audience 
bv  useless  repetition  or  pompous  verbosity.  Ilis  statements  of  truth  are  clear, 
his  arguments  simple  and  convincing,  his  delivery  natural  and  earnest.  Iiis 
manner  is  devout,  without  rant  or  cant.  He  always  has  something  to  say,  says 
it  in  the  fewest  words,  and  the  congregation  leave  the  church  feeling  that  the 
preacher  thought  more  of  his  message  than  of  the  messenger,  and  believed  every 
word  and  syllable  he  had  uttered.  There  are  few  better  preachers  than  Mr. 
Reed,  and  none  more  unassuming  or  less  artificial.  He  never  poses  as  an  orator. 
He  declares  the  whole  counsel  of  God  to  the  people.  Mo  man’s  blood  will  be 
upon  his  garments.  In  forming  opinions,  he  is  cautious;  in  expressing  them, 
discreet.  Yet,  when  his  conclusions  are  fully  matured,  he  is  bold  and  un- 
flinching in  maintaining  the  conscientious  convictions  for  which,  if  necessary, 
he  would  die.  He  is  a man  who  can  swear  to  his  own  hurt  and  change  not.  The 
stuff  of  the  martyr  is  in  him.  Duty  is  the  great  guiding  star  ever  above  the 
horizon  of  his  vision,  and  in  its  pure  light  his  pathway  through  life  lies  without 
deviation.  Whatever  the  Conference  commits  to  his  charge  will  have  his  faith- 
ful attention.  Nothing  is  slurred  over.  Thrift  in  all  departments  follows  his 
oversight  and  labors.  His  pastorate  has,  therefore,  always  been  a decided 
success,  as  God  counts  success. 

In  the  social  circle  he  is  popular,  being  not  only  a good  talker,  but,  what  is 
much  rarer,  one  of  the  best  of  listeners.  He  is  no  retailer  of  small  jokes,  no 
leader  in  idle  gossip,  no  repeater  of  petty  scandals.  His  conversation  is  pure, 
leaving  neither  sting  nor  stain  on  the  hearer’s  heart.  In  all  that  he  says  he  is 
eminently  truthful  and  candid.  Ilis  judgments  of  his  brethren,  when  he 
chooses  to  express  any — which  is  not  over-frequent— are  just,  never  extravagant, 
ever  charitable.  Withal,  he  is  a shrewd  reader  of  character.  In  his  company 
you  sometimes  feel  that  the  silent  man,  who  sits  by  your  side  with  half-closed 
eyes,  is  taking  your  mental  and  moral  measure — “sizing  you  up,”  as  it  were; 
and,  if  long  with  you,  he  is  very  apt  to  get  your  altitude  and  breadth  with  con- 
siderable accuracy.  In  hours  of  relaxation  and  among  his  tried  friends,  by 
whom  he  is  not  likely  to  be  misunderstood,  he  flashes  a wit  as  bright  and  sharp 
as  Salad  in's  blade.  Without  a trace  of  cynicism  or  unfeeling  sarcasm,  that 
cuts  only  to  wound  and  pain,  he  can,  when  occasion  calls  for  it,  quietly  utter  a 
keen  satire  that  makes  folly  blush  and  meanness  hide  its  ugly  little  head.  While 
usually  sedate  and  serious,  as  becomes  an  earnest  man  with  a high  and  real  aim 
in  life,  he  vet,  at,  times,  indulges  a humor  so  warm  and  genial  that  it  would  melt 
the  ice  from  the  heart  of  the  veriest  misanthrope  alive. 

James  C.  Reed  is  the  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Lemuel  S.  Reed,  of  the  Confer- 
ence. North  ( 'arolina  is  his  native  State.  lie  was  born  in  Pasquotank  county, 
November  1,  1812.  .Vs  the  offspring  of  an  itinerant  preacher,  he  was,  of 
course,  “reared  nowhere  in  particular,  but  all  about  in  spots.”  Like  Josiah, 
“while  he  was  yet  young,”  being  only' twelve  years  old,  “he  began  to  seek  after 
the  God  of  his  father,”  and  was  converted  in  Gates  county,  N.  C.,  of  which  cir- 
cuit liis  father  was  then  pastor.  'Through  the  vitiating  influence  of  camp  life 
and  neglect  of  religious  duty,  “hope  declined  and  love  grew  cold”  in  Ids  heart; 
but,  in  I860,  at  a meeting  held  in  Mecklenburg  county,  Va.,  by  his  brother-in- 
law,  the  lamented  Rev.  J.  W.  Illincoe,  the  backslider  was  reclaimed. 

On  September  s,  1 8(18,  lie  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Quarterly  Conference 
of  Charlottesville  Station,  and,  on  ils  recommendation,  admitted  on  trial  into  the 
Virginia  Annual  Conference  in  November  of  the  same  vear.  He  has  served  sue- 
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cessively  X el  son  Circuit,  one  year;  Powhatan,  two  years;  Atlantic,  one  year. 
In  1^72  lie  was  sent  to  Southampton,  but  changed  by  the  Presiding  Elder  to 
Edenton,  X.  0.,  where  he  remained  one  year.  Then  he  had  charge  of  Norfolk 
Circuit  three  years;  X ottoway,  four  years;  High  Street  Station,  Petersburg, 
four  years;  Trinity  Station,  Richmond,  three  years;  four  years,  Presiding  El- 
der of  the  Xorfolk  District;  Suffolk  District,  three  years;  Memorial,  Lynch- 
burg, four  years;  and  is  now  serving  his  third  year  at  Central,  Manchester. 

Ills  educational  advantages  were  good,  having  spent  two  sessions  at  Ran- 
dolph-Macon  prior  to  the  war  and  a session  and  a half  at  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia after  the  surrender.  lie  says  that  he  carried  off  no  sheepskin,  but  a calf- 
skin— having  received  the  “boots”  as  the  ugliest  man  at  the  University.  In 
the  Conference  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  fairly  win  this  prize,  and  we 
doubt  if  he  justly  won  it  at  the  University.  At  any  rate,  this  is  the  only 
“honor”  ever  conferred  on  him  that  he  did  not  richly  deserve. 

Fortunately  for  Mr.  Reed’s  happiness  and  success  in  life,  he  had  the  “gift 
of  God" — a best  wife.  lie  was  married  December  13,  1809,  to  Miss  Sallie 
Clarke,  of  Fluvanna  county,  Ya.  “The  heart  of  her  husband  doth  safely  trust 
in  her.  She  will  do  him  good  and  not  evil  all  the  days  of  her  life.  She 
openeth  her  mouth  with  wisdom ; and  in  her  tongue  is  the  law  of  kindness.  She 

looketh  well  to  the  ways  of  her  household,  and  eateth  not  the  bread  of  idleness. 
Her  children  arise  up  and  call  her  blessed;  her  husband  also,  and  he  praiseth 
her.”  They  have  ten  children — six  on  earth,  four  in  heaven.  Alas!  Death 
smote  the  wife  and  mother — a loss  beyond  estimate.  In  1891  he  was  married 
to  .Miss  Janie  Vial,  of  Portsmouth,  Va.,  who  has  been  a helpmeet  indeed. 
One  child,  a bov,  has  blessed  their  union. 


REV.  WALTER  GURXEY  BATES. 

Mr.  Bates  was  born  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  Va.,  October  2,  1S58.  His 
parents  were  Micajah  and  Martha  Ann  Bates,  who  were  Quakers.  His 
father  was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly-esteemed  citizen  of  the 
place.  He  died  during  the  war  between  the  States,  and  the  training  of  Wal- 
ter fell  entirely  upon  his  mother,  whose  prayers,  religious  influence  and  train- 
ing have  had  more  to  do  in  the  formation  of  his  noble  character  than  anything 
else.  So  faithfully  was  this  done  that  ho  embraced  Christ  as  his  Saviour  at 
nine  years  of  age. 

At  sixteen  he  joined  Broad  Street  Methodist  church,  and  soon  after  he  heard 
distinctly  the  call  to  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ.  For  two  years  he  resisted  this 
call.  One  Sunday  morning  that  devout,  consecrated  man,  Albert  L.  West, 
who  was  President  of  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  Richmond,  made  a visit 
to  Broad  Street  school,  in  which  XI r.  Bates  was  a teacher.  In  addressing  the 
school  in  an  expository  manner  on  the  subject  of  the  lesson— “Jonah  fleeing 
from  the  Lord” — he  said:  “There  may  be  a lad  or  young  man  here  to-day 
whom  God  has  called  to  preach.  If  there  is,  T want  to  tell  him  he  cannot  flee 
from  God,  refuse  to  answer  this  call,  and  be  happy.”  Tie  felt  that  he  was  the 
young  man.  That  afternoon  he  called  on  his  pastor,  Rev.  S.  A.  Steel,  and 
opened  his  heart  to  him.  The  pastor’s  wholesome  advice  and  encouragement 


' 


"■I* 


SKETCHES  AND  l’ORTKAITS  OF  THE  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. 


211 


will  never  be  forgotten.  Among  other  tilings,  he  said,  ‘‘Walter,  aim  high  if 
you  lose  your  hatchet.”  Broad  Street  church  has  licensed  to  exhort  and  ip 
preach  no  better  man  than  Walter  G.  Bates. 

lie  was  educated  at  Randolph-Macon  College.  While  there  he  formed  an 
attachment  for  Miss  Annie  C.  Woodfin,  daughter  of  Rev.  A.  P.  Woodfin.  On 
May  27,  1SS5,  these  two  happy  hearts  were  made  one,  and  thus  in  life  they 
have  gone  together.  She  has  proven  a true  helpmeet  indeed,  making  home 
bright  and  cheerful,  and  being  a great  help  in  all  Church  work.  She  wins 
devoted  friends  wherever  she  goes. 

Mr.  Bates  entered  the  Conference  in  the  fall  of  1880,  and  has  served 
most  faithfully  and  acceptably  charges  from  the  mountains  to  the  seashore. 
Some  of  these  have  been  very  difficult,  but  Mr.  Bates,  by  his  tact  and  ability, 
has  forced  his  way  forward,  and  his  labors  have  been  crowned  with  great 
success.  One  of  Iris  former  parishioners,  a prominent  layman,  whom  he  served 
for  four  years,  and  who  regrets  that  there  is  a time  limit,  writes  thus  of  him: 
“As  pastor,  his  genial  manner  and  godly  conversation  were  a blessing  to  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  I never  knew  a man  to  whom  I would  sooner 
go  for  spiritual  advice  and  comfort.  I regard  him  as  one  of  the  best  men 
I ever  knew,  lie  is  an  indefatigable  worker,  and  wins  the  confidence  and 
love  of  all  who  know  him.”  As  a preacher,  he  prepares  himself  thoroughly 
before  entering  the  pulpit.  ITe  is  systematic  and  unique  in  argument,  clever 
in  statement,  logical  in  plan,  pure  and  chaste  in  language,  enforcing  the  truth 
with  apt  illustration,  lie  holds  his  audiences  with  rapt  attention  to  the  end 
and  gives  out  good  spiritual  food  for  all.  His  great  aim  is  always  to  win 
souls  for  Christ  and  edify  believers.  God  has  greatly  blessed  his  labors  in 
the  conversion  of  hundreds  of  precious  souls.  Any  charge  to  which  he  may 
be  assigned  may  feel  highly  honored  to  have  a man  of  such  bright,  sunny  dis- 
position, so  faithful  and  indefatigable  worker,  superior  preacher  and  true  man 
of  God  as  their  piaster. 


REV.  CHARLES  E.  WATTS. 

The  mustache  and  the  imperial,  sprinkled  with  gray;  the  fine  head,  with 
frosted  locks,  with  the  unconscious  military  air,  all  conspire  to  suggest  a mar- 
shal, off  duty,  in  undress  garb.  Mr.  Watts  would  pass  anywhere  in  France 
for  an  officer  of  no  mean  rank.  In  all  likelihood,  he  would  have  achieved  dis- 
tinction in  arms,  under  favoring  conditions.  lie  behaved  well  in  battle,  for  he 
was  a Confederate.  In  civil  life,  he  stands  square — full  four  corners — to  all 
questions  and  comers.  There  is  no  one  that  goes  beyond  him  in  bringing  to 
the  anvil  the  best  metal  and  diligence  to  forge  it  into  beam  and  pillar.  His 
discourses  have  granite  base  and  superstructure  of  stoutest  steel.  He  holds  con- 
verse with  the  foremost  thinkers  who  have  put  their  minds  in  type;  but  he  is 
not  a book-worm,  whose  dusty  diet  adds  nothing  to  growth. 

Jt  is  doubtful  if  the  trunnions  will  allow  a range  near  enough  to  the  earth  for 
his  pulpit,  to  be  popular  for  firing  salutes  in  small  parks.  There  is  nothing  akin 
to  pyrotechnics.  The  wool  pouch  with  the  powder,  in  the  absence  of  shell, 
would  knock  down  the  brave  ornaments  of  gala  displays.  The  calibre,  the 
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mounting,  the  ammunition  are  for  the  serious  work  of  war  against  principali- 
ties and  powers,  the  giant  and  evil  potentates  of  this  icon. 

Ilis  character  matches  with  the  mold  of  his  mind.  The  pick  of  the  anti- 
quarian would  have  found  his  mailed  skeleton  at  the  sea-gate  of  Pompeii.  The 
priceless  diamond  committed  to  him  could  have  been  found  in  his  throat — swal- 
lowed to  save  it,  though  slain  for  its  capture.  The  Conference  reckons  him  as 
immovable  as  adamant  in  integrity,  lie  would  not  stoop  to  conquer.  The 
thought  of  suppressing  truth,  by  look,  silence  or  consent,  is  never  entertained, 
lie  is  as  open  as  noonday.  He  presses  his  opinions  on  no  one,  nor  suppresses 
them.  1 le  served  with  gallantry  and  grievous  wounds  in  the  Confederate  Army. 
He  prepared  at  the  University  of  Virginia  for  the  ministry.  He  is  a man  of 
reading  and  investigation.  lie  builds  his  sermon  not  of  drift-wood,  but  of  oak 
of  the  forest,  felled  by  his  own  axe. 

He  is  the  son  of  James  Dillard  Watts  and  Lucy  Ann  Simms,  and  was  born 
in  Albemarle  county,  Ya.,  on  January  25,  1843.  At  two  years  old  his  parents 
moved  to  Amherst  county,  which  was  his  home  till  the  war  commenced.  After 
this  his  home  was  in  Albemarle  again  till  he  entered  the  ministry. 

He  made  a profession  of  religion  in  his  nineteenth  year,  at  a revival  at  Wes- 
leyan church,  on  the  Amherst  Circuit,  under  the  management  of  Hev.  P.  A. 
Peterson,  assisted  by  the  late  Iiev.  11.  11.  Cowles. 

He  entered  the  Virginia  Conference  in  .November,  1866,  having  been  a local 
preacher,  with  license  from  the  Charlottesville  Quarterly  Conference,  for  some 
months.  Ilis  first  year  as  traveling  preacher  was  on  the  Orange  Circuit;  his 
second  <m  the  Wicomico  Circuit,  which  then  embraced  the  town  of  Salisbury. 
His  third  was  on  the  Greenesville  Circuit,  to  which  he  went  as  a married  man 
and  elder.  lie  has  since  served  the  Church  in  town  and  country  and  in  the 
Eldership  without  break.  He  was  pastor  of  East  Norfolk,  ISOS-’OO;  lS90-’94, 
Campbell;  1S94-’9S,  Presiding  Elder  Kappahannock  District;  1898-1900. 
South  Norfolk  Circuit;  1900-’01,  Southampton. 

His  marriage  brought  him  the  good  fortune  of  a cultured  wife,  with  excep- 
tional graces,  and  a bevy  of  beautiful  children. 


HEV.  CHARLES  F.  COMER. 

Mr.  Comer  was  born  May  28,  1853,  in  Prince  George  county,  Ya.  His 
parents,  Francis  and  Ellen  R.  Comer,  moved  to  Campbell  county  while  he  was 
but  a boy.  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  strong  in  physical  and  mental  powers, 
he  was  anxious  for  educational  advantages  not  found  near  home,  and  left  his 
parents  to  work  his  way  through  the  unborn  years.  He  entered  a village  school 
in  Palmyra,  Fluvanna — taught  on  the  university  plan — in  which  he  spent 
three  sessions,  making  satisfactory  progress.  He  was  converted  and  joined 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  sixteen.  Almost  immediately  he 
felt  called  to  preach.  Later  he  spent  four  sessions  attending  lectures  at  the 
University  of  Virginia  and  in  teaching  a family  school  near  by.  Three  years 
he  was  principal  of  a most  successful  academy  of  high  grade  in  Onancock,  Va. 
Two  years  he  was  a student,  in  the  Vanderbilt  University,  devoting  bis  vaca- 
tion to  preaching  in  Davidson  county,  Tennessee.  In  November,  1SS2,  he 
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joined  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  was  stationed  in  Martinsville,  Henry 
county,  three  years.  During  this  laborious  but  acceptable  pastorate  bis  church 
was  strengthened  materially,  financially,  numerically  and  spiritually.  A neat 
parsonage  was  built  on  a lot  adjoining  the  church  and  furnished.  In  a neg- 
lected part  of  the  country  he  gathered  together  a congregation,  saw  many  souls 
born  of  the  Spirit,  and  built  them  a house  of  worship. 

In  December,  1881,  he  married  Miss  Lilian  Shepherd,  of  Palmyra,  Va. — a 
Methodist  by  inheritance,  education  and  preference. 

In  November,  1SS5,  he  was  appointed  to  West  Mathews.  Here  he  found 
no  parsonage,  and  three  churches  in  material,  social  and  spiritual  need  of  Pen- 
tecostal powers.  He  built  a neat  and  comfortable  parsonage,  which  has  been 
properly  furnished  for  his  successor.  On  a lot  adjoining  this  parsonage  a 
pretty,  attractive  church  was  erected  in  place  of  “Old  - Providence.”  Gen- 
eral advancement  throughout  this  work  crowned  his  fourth  year. 

As  he  inaugurated  his  ministry,  so  he  has  continued.  He  served  long  terms 
in  Mathews,  Ledford,  Madison,  and  now  returns  Conference  after  Conference 
to  Gordonsville.  It  is  not  hardly  contested  that  Mr.  Comer  is  a “full  man” 
to  use  Bacon’s  definition.  He  has  garnered  into  large  bins  the  choice  har- 
vests of  study,  investigation,  thought.  Ilis  hearers  get  the  marrow  and  fatness 
of  the  Gospel.  They  are  fed.  The  “hungry  sheep  look  up”  and  find  the 
nourishing  provender.  Mr.  Comer  lias  the  manners  of  the  scholar.  He,  how- 
ever, has  found  out  enough  to  make  him  modest.  The  air  of  omniscience  does 
not  environ  him.  lie  is  wise  sufficiently  to  doubt  if  his  crib  holds  the  reaped 
wisdom  of  the  world.  At  any  rate,  he  does  not  collect  the  silk  and  tassel  as 
more  valuable  than  the  “full  ear  of  corn.”  A very  charming,  informing,  thor- 
ough minister  is  Hr.  Charles  F.  Comer. 

Mr.  Comer  is  six  feet  tall  and  weighs  two  hundred  pounds.  Reserve  char- 
acterizes the  man  and  minister,  yet  duty  known  is  duty  done.  His  readiness 
and  tact  in  pastoral  work  evince  sympathy  with  every  phase  of  humanity. 
His  love  for  children  is  patent  and  potent.  In  the  pulpit  there  are  few  ges- 
tures; his  appearance  is  quiet,  easy,  dignified;  voice  flexible,  clear,  musical; 
style  simple,  forcible,  convincing — pure  Anglo-Saxon.  His  sermons  are 
evolved  from  a knowledge  of  bis  people,  broad  preparation  and  a burning  and 
persuasive  desire  to  see  every  hearer  fired  by  a love  for  Christ,  his  Master. 

lie  enters  actively  into  every  work  for  the  social,  moral,  intellectual  and 
spiritual  arousement  and  advancement  of  his  people.  His  labors  are  abund- 
ant and  varied.  Ilis  many  friends  esteem  him  one  of  God’s  best  gifts.  His 
Church  builds  large  hopes  on  his  successes. 


REV.  WILLIAM  P.  JORDAN. 

This  humble,  laborious  and  faithful  minister  of  Christ  was  born  September 
3,  1847,  in  the  county  of  Gates,  North  Carolina.  His  parents — Costen  and 
Eliza  A.  Jordan— were  Methodists.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  connected  himself 
Avilh  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  in  1SG7  he  was  licensed  to 
preach  by  Rev.  Henry  B.  Cowles  and  admitted  on  trial  in  the  Virginia  Annual 
Conference,  and  was,  until  superannuated,  November,  1899,  actively  engaged 
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in  ministerial  work,  lie  commenced  his  itinerant  life  on  the  Bertie  Circuit,  r.s 
junior  preacher  under  Rev.  hi.  X.  Crooks.  To  follow  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
through  the  successive  changes,  from  circuit  to  circuit,  for  no  less  than  thirty- 
two  years,  is  to  find  that  lie  has  been  a useful  instrument  in  the  hands  of  God, 
not  only  in  building  and  repairing  many  churches  and  parsonages,  but  in  edify- 
ing believers,  strengthening  the  weak  and  bringing  many  precious  souls  to 
Christ. 

In  person,  Mr.  Jordan  is  short,  active  and  erect.  His  dark  complexion  and 
black  eves  and  hair  show  him  to  be  a man  of  fair  health  and  bilious  tempera- 
ment. 11  is  genial  features  are  expressive  of  intellectuality  and  good  common 
sense.  In  manners,  he  is  modest,  polite  and  refined;  in  conversation,  he  is 
courteous,  interesting  and  versatile,  and  in  the  pulpit,  he  is  clear,  fluent  and 
instructive.  11  is  mental  powers  are  superior  to  his  physical.  His  perception 
is  good,  his  imagination  vivid,  his  memory  very  retentive  and  his  judgment 
sound  and  practical.  'The  clarity  of  his  thought  is  often  as  graceful  as  a beam  of 
the  mid-day  sun. 

As  a preacher,  he  is  a close  student,  a deep  thinker  and  a fluent  speaker.  Being 
well  versed  in  the  Scriptures  and  deeply  read  in  the  works  of  Methodist  theology, 
his  sermons  often  abound,  not  only  in  facts  and  figures  which  whirl  like  grape 
and  canister,  but  in  gems  of  thought  like  ‘‘apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  silver.” 
Mis  illustrations  arc  so  original,  striking  and  pertinent  that  they  often  appear 
to  be  ‘‘polished  after  the  similitude  of  a palace,”  fitting  in  the  body  of  the  dis- 
course like  the  stone  blocks  in  the  temple  of  Solomon.  His  deep  earnestness 
and  ardent  spirit  show  plainly  that  there  is  a chain  twisted  about  his  own  heart, 
while  the  other  end  of  it  is  linked  fast  to  the  throne  of  God. 

He  is  indefatigable  in  his  labors  to  build  up  his  congregations,  both  by  doc- 
trine and  discipline ; and  being  an  earnest  promoter  of  piety,  peace  and  tem- 
perance, he  is  esteemed  and  beloved  by  all  who  know  him.  In  his  preaching 
there  is  directness,  and  often  do  his  licks  fall  fast  and  heavy.  Many  a hard, 
covetous  heart  has  been  smitten  by  his  sledge-hammer  blows.  Pious  sneaks,  so- 
called,  hide  from  his  presence,  and  men  that  do  wickedly  dread  his  contact. 
Above  all,  he  is  a Christian  gentleman,  practical  and  sincere,  and  his  real  worth 
can  scarcely  be  concealed. 


REV.  CHARLES  II.  GREEN. 

The  Virginia  Conference  has  no  man  of  sweeter  spirit  than  Charley  Green, 
who,  hindered  often  by  disturbed  health,  has  yet  toiled  in  the  sacred  calling, 
with  testimony  from  on  high  to  his  sincere  work.  In  all  the  years,  though  an- 
noyed, balked  and,  at  times,  forced  from  the  active  ministry  by  disease,  he  has 
not  grown  sour,  morbid  or  snarling.  His  ills  have  ripened  his  spirit  into  mel- 
low charity  and  charming  courtesy.  It  is  given  to  some  souls  to  suffer  the  will 
of  God,  and  there  is  shining  proof  of  a superiority  and  elevation  where  the 
hobblings  of  infirm  health  do  not  put  a fetter  upon  the  elastic  movements  of 
the  spirit.  Godliness  with  serene  contentment,  genuine  politeness,  fender  sym- 
pathy, is  great  gain.  Brother  Green  teaches  many  lessons  by  his  own  life. 

He  is  a native  of  Mathews  county,  and  entered  the  Conference  in  1 STB.  He 
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has  served  several  fields — King  William,  Wicomico,  Danielstown,  in  Lynch- 
burg, and  Boydton  Circuit.  His  health  has  been  recovered  and  gives  promise 
of  sustaining  his  ardent  zeal. 

He  has  a refined  face,  beaming  with  a kindly  look;  a tall  and  manly  form, 
and  the  bearing  of  a Christian  gentleman.  Ibis  preaching  is  eminently  spir- 
itual, persuasive  and  effectual,  lie  is  a preacher  of  the  noblest  spirit,  ready  for 
every  good  word  and  work.  The  brethren  value  him  for  his  pure  life  and 
noble  aims. 

lie  is  one  of  four  preachers — all  grandsons  of  Robert  White,  of  Mathews 
county,  Va. — a patriarch  among  the  Methodists  in  the  morning  of  the  century. 

Mr.  Green  was  born  January  31,  1S46.  His  mother  was  a most  devout 
Christian,  teaching  him  the  Scriptures  before  he  could  read.  God  took  her 
when  the  lad  was  only  six  years  old.  Orphanage  made  his  childhood  rugged, 
lie  had  some  educational  advantages. 

lie  came  to  manhood  near  close  of  Civil  war,  serving  a few  months  in  the 
Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry;  farmed  a year;  taught  in  1866-’67-’6S ; entered  Ran- 
dolph-^ T a con  College  in  1SG9 ; spent  two  sessions;  was  poor;  borrowed  money 
and  taught  afterwards  to  pay  college  expenses.  Such  the  short  and  simple 
annals  of  a Virginia  youth — amid  the  wreck  of  the  Civil  war. 

He  was  soundly  converted  at  Providence  church,  in  Mathews,  August  11, 
1SG5,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Martin,  then  a Methodist  minis- 
ter, now  of  another  denomination.  Mr.  Green  found  great  pleasure  in  Church 
work  for  the  next  few  years,  meamyhile  resisting  the  call  to  preach.  While 
at  college  in  1871  he  yielded  and  was  licensed  at  Quarterly  Conference  on 
Mathews  Circuit,  May  27,  1872,  Dr.  Lee  presiding.  In  1873,  Mr.  Green 
was  employed  by  Rev.  L.  S.  Reed,  Presiding  Elder,  to  finish  the  year’s  work 
of  Rev.  G.  N.  Guy,  who  died  while  serving  the  Hertford  Circuit,  in  North 
Carolina,  that  year. 

He  was  received  on  trial  into  the  travelling  connection  at  Norfolk  in  No- 
vember, 1873,  and  sent  to  King  William,  where  he  spent  four  years.  In  1877 
assigned  to  Goochland;  in  1878,  to  West  Mathews;  in  1S79,  to  Wicomico, 
Md.,  when  his  health  utterly  failed,  compelling  superannuation  at  the  Confer- 
ence of  1880.  He  undertook  work  in  1881,  appointed  to  Danielstown,  Lynch- 
burg, where  he  spent  two  years,  and  then  to  Danielstown  and  Madison  for  one 
year;  then  to  South  Brunswick,  one  year;  to  King  William,  three  years;  to 
Huntersville,  three  years.  Disturbed  health  led  again  to  superannuation. 
Coming  back  to  “the  firing  line,”  he  was  named  for  Windsor  Circuit;  thence 
to  East  Dinwiddie  three  years;  then  to  Wakefield  Circuit,  where  he  is  serving 
his  second  year. 


REV.  JOSEPH  T.  ROUTT  F/X. 

Mr.  Routten,  son  of  William  C.  and  T.ouisa  E.  Routten,  was  born  at  Fox 
Hill,  Elizabeth  City  county,  Va.,  November  23,  1853.  In  1877  he  felt  called 
to  the  ministry,  and  in  February,  1878,  he  entered  Eandolph-Macon  College 
to  prepare  for  his  life-work.  He  attended  the  college  for  two  and  a half  ses- 
sions, and  in  August,  1880,  in  consequence  of  the  appointment  of  Rev.  W.  \V. 
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Roy  all  as  a missionary  to  China,  he  was  employed  by  Presiding  Elder  George 
II.  Ray  to  till  out  the  remainder  of  the  Conference  year  at  Conquest  and  Guil- 
ford, now  Ploxom  Circuit.  In  November  of  the  same  year  he  was  admitted 
on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference,  which  met  at  Danville,  Va.  At  this 
Conference  he  received  his  first  appointment  from  Pishop  Keener,  on  his 
twenty-seventh  birthday,  to  Berlin  Circuit,  Maryland.  At  the  close  of  this 
year  he  was  ordained  a local  deacon  by  Bishop  McTyeire  and  returned  to  Ber- 
lin Circuit  for  the  following  year. 

On  May  31st  of  that  year  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  E.  West,  of  Berlin, 
Maryland,  who  has  been  a blessed  influence  in  his  home  and  among  his  parish- 
ioners. 

In  November,  1SS2,  he  was  sent  to  the  Wicomico  Circuit,  where  he  remained 
three  years.  In  1SS4,  in  consequence  of  sickness,  he  was  not  able  to  attend  the 
Conference  in  Lynchburg;  hence  he  was  not  ordained  elder  until  the  following 
year.  At  this  Conference,  which  met  in  Petersburg,  he  was  ordained  elder 
by  Bishop  Keener,  and  assigned  to  Currituck  Circuit,  where  he  served  four 
years.  In  November,  1SS9,  he  was  sent  to  Princess  Anne  Circuit,  where  he 
served  with  marked  acceptability  for  three  years;  in  1892  he  served  Asbury, 
Norfolk,  for  four  years,  during  which  time  he  built  the  handsome  and  notable 
new  church,  known  as  “LeKies  Memorial,”  at  a cost  of  $14,000.  From  LeKies 
he  was  assigned  to  Crewe  Station,  serving  two  years,  and  accomplishing  the 
difficult  task  of  moving  the  church,  a distance  of  about  a half  mile,  to  a de- 
sirable location  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  Having  finished  this  work,  in  1898 
he  was  selected  for  Denny  Street,  Richmond,  where  he  is  making  full  proof  of 
his  ministry. 

Mr.  Routten  is  five  feet  ten  inches  in  height  and  weighs  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds.  lie  is  somewhat  of  a dark  complexion,  having  full,  deep 
brown  eyes.  lie  is  keen  of  perception,  has  a good  share  of  common  sense, 
thinks  for  himself,  forms  his  own  conclusions  in  regard  to  men  and  things,  and, 
when  right,  would  defy  Beelzebub  to  drive  him  from  his  position;  but,  when 
once  convinced  that  his  position  is  not  properly  taken,  will  yield  as  quickly  as 
any  man.  lie  is  quite  a favorite  with  all  the  preachers,  and  especially  with  the 
young  men  of  the  Conference.  He  is  very  fond  of  singing  “The  Old  Ship  of 
Zion,”  from  which  fact  he  is  familiarly  called  “The  Old  Ship;”  and  no  man 
enjoys  true  friendship  and  brotherly  familiarity  more  than  he.  In  a word, 
he  has  in  him  an  equal  blending  of  all  the  qualities  that  make  a first-class  Chris- 
tian gentleman. 

As  a preacher,  he  is  systematic  in  arrangement,  clear  in  statement,  logical 
in  plan,  pure  in  language  and  full  of  zeal  and  vim.  He  has  a voice  of  great 
compass,  but  not  harsh,  and  sometimes  he  reaches  a degree  of  pathos  which  will 
melt  the  hardest  hearts.  Those  who  heard  it,  will  not  soon  forget  a sermon  de- 
livered by  him  at  Boykins,  Va.,  in  1887,  on  the  subject,  “The  Resurrection 
of  a Dead  Conscience.”  He  is  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  build  up  the  work  com- 
mitted to  his  care.  Every  charge  he  has  served  has  been  improved  under  his 
judicious  management.  In  a private  note  to  the  writer,  which  was  written 
about  two  months  after  the  close  of  Conference,  he  incidentally  remarked:  “I 
have  made  eighty-seven  visits,  read  the  Scriptures  and  prayed  with  sixty-four 
families,  held  ten  Church  Conferences,  read  the  General  Rules  four  times, 
and  ridden  live  hundred  and  twenty-nine  miles.”  This  shows  something  of 
what  he  can  do  and  is  doing. 
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As  a student,  he  is  assiduous,  untiring,  progressive.  When  he  goes  into  the 
pulpit,  you  may  rest  assured  that  he  has  prepared  in  his  study  what  he  has  to 
say  in  public;  and  when  he  makes  an  assertion  in  the  pulpit,  or  elsewhere,  in 
connection  with  his  discourse,  that  fact  or  assertion  has  been  carefully  weighed, 
and  all  the  light  at  his  command  has  been  thrown  upon  it  before  he  presents  it 
to  his  audience. 

Taken  altogether,  J.  T.  Rout  ten  is  destined  to  stand  among  the  first  men  of 
our  Conference,  and  none  of  our  work  will  suffer  by  being  committed  to 
his  hands. 


REGINALD  II.  POTTS. 

NI  r.  Potts  is  the  oldest  son  of  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Potts,  an  honored  minister  of 
the  Virginia  Conference,  and  Vary  A.  Potts.  Tie  was  born  July  10,  1858,  in 
Hampshire  county,  West  Virginia  (then  a part  of  Virginia). 

Trained  under  pious  parents,  his  early  life  was  in  great  measure  exempt  from 
noxious  atmosphere,  and  unfolded  without  the  rank  weeds  incident  thereto. 
Conscience  was  quickened  and  educated.  The  bent  was  towards  the  Right. 
Early,  therefore,  and  constantly  was  felt  “the  hand  of  Him  who  over- 
rules,''’ directing  him  toward  the  accomplishment  of  His  designs — in  his  case 
the  work  of  the  ministry.  To  use  his  own  words,  “I  was  always  impressed  with 
the  thought  that  it  was  my  duty  to  preach.” 

The  first  point  we  notice  was  in  his  fifteenth  year.  Then  “the  new  life” 
began.  At  this  time  he  was  consciously  converted — old  Conquest  church  (since 
removed  to  Temperanceville),  in  Accomac  county,  being  the  place.  The  year 
thereafter  he  entered  Randolph-Macon  College,  where  he  continued  till  nearly 
graduated,  deterred  from  taking  his  degree  by  the  unhealthiness  of  his  eves.  A 
striking  characteristic  of  him  as  a student  was  his  manly  bearing,  not  stooping 
to  the  little  or  the  mean.  His  motto  seemed  to  be  that  character  is  “the  meas- 
ure of  the  man.”  He  was  not  frivolous,  but  genial;  not  haughty,  but  dignified 
and  self-respecting.  He  was  diligent  in  his  studies,  and  stood  well  in  his 
classes,  showing  himself  possessed  of  excellent  mind. 

After  leaving  college,  the  question,  “What  shall  I do?”  presented  itself  in  ear- 
nest. With  an  impression  of  his  call  to  preach,  as  stated  above,  but  with  a con- 
sciousness of  the  sacredness  and  peculiar  demands  of  the  minister’s  office,  he  was 
kept  back  from  entering  upon  the  work.  He  wanted  to  solve  the  problem  of 
a Divine  call  before  engaging  in  so  great  and  responsible  a work.  Finally  the 
question  settled,  and  doubt  vanished,  and  “I  set  myself  to  work” — these  are  his 
words.  He  entered  the  Conference  on  probation  at  its  session  of  1883,  in  Ports- 
mouth, and  has  been  regularly  advanced  to  deacon’s  and  elder’s  orders. 

As  a man,  he  has  peculiar  charm  of  manner.  The  traits  of  the  boy  have 
been  perfected  in  the  man.  He  is  self-maintaining,  not  self-asserting;  dignified, 
not  cold;  social,  not  gossiping  or  presumptive.  As  a pastor,  he  is  peculiarly  at- 
tentive to  those,  to  whom  he  ministers.  As  a preacher,  he  is  polished  and  schol- 
arly, having  the  purpose  of  “the  message”  at  heart.  In  voice,  he  is  pure  and 
sonorous;  in  manner,  he  is  deliberate,  firm  and  free  to  a great  degree;  in  style, 
he  is  clear,  forcible,  striking,  with  a leaning  to  the  ornamental ; in  thought,  he 
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is  practical,  spiritual.  At  times  a highly  poetical  vein  runs  through  his  dis- 
co u rsc. 

During  his  ministry  lie  has  occupied  the  following  charges:  Essex  Circuit, 
three  years;  West  Lancaster,  one  year;  Charlotte,  two  years;  Asbury  Station, 
now  Lekics  Memorial,  .Norfolk,  four  years;  Cambridge  Station,  four  years. 
On  each  of  these  charges  his  efforts  have  been  blessed  with  many  conversions, 
and  he  has  won  that  love  and  respect  which  come  to  the  true  minister  of  God. 
After  serving  four  years  at  Salisbury,  Maryland,  he  was  assigned  to  Suffolk, 
Va.,  at  the  ( 'onference  of  1 i)00. 


REV.  LEWIS  B.  BETTY. 

The  Presiding  Elders  are  eager  to  secure  Lewis  Betty.  He  unites  the  gravity 
and  discretion  of  age  to  the  freshness  and  vivacity  of  youth,  lie  is  prudent, 
quick,  tireless,  and  a preacher  of  weight  and  brilliancy.  The  marrow  of  the 
Gospel  is  served,  lie  was  free  from  the  faults  that  come  of  popularity  to  hoys  in 
the  ministry.  1 here  is  an  old  head  on  young  shoulders.  A noble  heart  guides 
to  the  highest  and  purest  deeds,  lie  studies  to  show  himself  approved,  lie 
knows  the  genus  of  work. 

Richmond  is  his  native  city.  He  was  born  here  on  February  3,  1853.  His 
parents,  George1  L.  and  Martha  B.  Betty,  were  both  devoted  and  staunch  Metho- 
dists. II  is  early  education  was  received  in  Richmond,  and  principally  at  the 
English  Classical  School  of  S.  T.  Pendleton,  Esq. 

He  was  converted  in  the  spring  of  1808  at  the  Sidney  Baptist  church,  under 
the  ministry  of  Rev.  Mr.  Massie,  and  united  with  the  Sidney  Methodist  church, 
then  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Robert  A.  Armistead.  In  December,  1872, 
he  was  licensed  as  a local  preacher  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Sidney 
church,  and  was  sent  that  year,  by  Rev.  L.  INI.  Lee,  D.  D.,  Presiding  Elder  of 
Richmond  District,  to  the  Gloucester  Circuit,  Virginia  Conference,  as  a junior 
preacher,  under  Rev.  dames  C.  Martin.  He  was  employed  by  the  Presiding 
Elder  of  the  district  as  junior  preacher  on  this  circuit  for  three  consecutive 
years.  In  November,  1875,  lie  joined  the  Virginia  Annual  Conference,  which 
held  its  session  that  year  in  Danville,  Va.,  and  was  returned  by  Bishop  Mc- 
Tyeire,  as  junior  preacher,  to  the  Gloucester  Circuit  for  the  fourth  consecutive 
year.  Two  of  the  four  years  he  spent  on  Gloucester  Circuit  were  spent  as  an 
assistant  to  Rev.  dames  G.  Martin  and  the  other  two  as  assistant  to  Rev.  Oscar 
Littleton.  Ilis  ministry  on  this  circuit  was  attended  with  very  great  spiritual 
pleasure  and  profit  to  himself,  and  with  a degree  of  success  in  winning  souls 
for  < ’lirist.  lie  has  served  Charles  City  Circuit,  Accomac  Circuit,  Queen  Street 
church,  Norfolk,  four  years;  Ashland  and  Chaplain  to  the  College,  two  years; 
two  years  at  Mom  t Vernon,  Danville;  four  years  at  Court  Street,  Lynchburg; 
four  years  at  Monumental,  Portsmouth;  Ik*  is  now  serving  ('lay  street,  Rich- 
mond. 

Mr.  Hetty  married  Miss  Lucy  T.  Waddill,  daughter  of  Edmund  Wadd ill. 
Esq.,  Clerk  of  his  county  for  nearly  fortv  years.  She  has  been  a blessing  to  him 
and  it  helpmeet  in  his  work.  They  have  children,  some  with  them  and  some 
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gone  before.  Alas!  Death  removed  this  fond  mother,  devoted  wife  and  de- 
vout Christ  ian. 

i\I r.  Dotty  is  a close  preacher,  making  out  directly  the  matter  in  hand  with- 
out wanderings,  confusion  or  repetitions,  lie  is  apt  at  fastening  a truth  with 
Scripture.  11  is  manner  is  earnest.  lie  is  somewhat  spare  in  build,  but  straight 
and  firm. 

In  tin1  autumn  of  1S9G  AI r.  Petty  made  a judicious  selection  of  a wife  in  Miss 
Lula  (A  Daily,  of  Lynchburg,  lie  lias  no  children  by  his  second  marriage.  His 
wife  has  been  a model  minister’s  helpmeet — cultured,  domestic,  prudent  in 
counsel,  attached  to  our  form  of  worship,  and  happy  to  serve  the  Lord  in  her 
sphere  of  life — a beautiful  household. 


REV.  WILLIAM  F.  IIAYES. 

He  is  the  son  of  William  Thomas  and  Athalia  Hayes;  was  born  in  Branden- 
burg, hi  cade  county,  Ky.,  AI  ay  11,  1857.  During  the  dark  and  troublous  days 
of  ISO!  the  family  moved  to  Gloucester  county,  Ya. — the  native  place  of  his 
parents — where,  soon  after,  his  father  died. 

lie  was  converted  when  about  sixteen  years  old,  and  united  with  Bethlehem 
church,  in  Gloucester  county,  from  which  place,  seven  years  later,  he  went  forth 
to  preach  the  Gospel.  He  was  licensed  as  a local  preacher  by  Rev.  Leroy  M. 
Lee,  I).  I).,  in  the  Gloucester  Circuit,  in  1879,  Rev.  George  E.  Booker 'being 
preacher  in  charge;  was  employed  by  Rev.  George  H.  Ray,  Presiding  Elder  of 
Eastern  Shore  District,  to  serve  on  the  Dorset  Mission  in  1S81-’S2  ; received 
on  trial  by  the  Virginia  Conference  at  Portsmouth,  Ya.,  in  1882,  and  returned 
to  Dorset  Mission  for  the  third  year;  18S3  was  sent  to  Berlin  Circuit,  where 
he  remained  two  years;  in  November,  1SS5,  was  appointed  to  the  Wicomico 
Circuit,  remaining  there  two  years;  from  the  Conference  of  1SS7  he  was  sent 
to  Accomae  Circuit;  1891,  Fox  Hill;  1893,  Accomac  Courthouse;  1895,  Smith- 
field;  1 St Mt,  Bowling  Green  ; 1900,  to  Burkeville. 

.November  5,  1885,  he  was  married  to  Airs.  Emma  V.  Woolford,  of  Dorches- 
ter county,  Aid. 

Air.  Haves  was  ordained  deacon  by  Bishop  Keener  in  Lynchburg,  Ya.,  No- 
vember 1(5,  1884,  and  elder  by  Bishop  Granbery  at  Norfolk,  Ya.,  in  November, 

1 880. 

II  is  weight  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds;  height,  five  feet  ten  and  a half 
inches;  broad  shoulders  and  form  as  straight  as  an  Indian;  hair  dark;  eyes  gray 
and  deep-set  in  their  sockets;  features  clear-cut  and  impressive;  complexion 
rather  sallow  than  otherwise.  The  whole  exterior  is  but  the  index  to  a heart 
that  is  as  true  as  steel  and  as  affectionate  as  that  of  a child. 

He  is  every  inch  a Christian  gentleman,  ever  scorning  to  do  anything  that  has 
the  shadow  of  meanness  connected  with  it.  He  is  a friend  to  all  men,  hating 
the  sins  of  the  wicked,  hut  loving  their  souls  for  ( 'hrist’s  sake. 

As  a preacher,  he  is  logical  in  plan,  clear  in  statement,  pure  in  language, 
earnest  in  spirit,  sound  in  doctrine  and  graceful  in  delivery.  Sometimes  his 
mind  Hashes  out  in  brilliant  imagery,  leading  his  hearers  to  the  very  threshold 
of  heaven  itself.  He  is  original  and  natural  in  the  delivery  of  his  sermons. 
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Those  who  heard  it,  will  long  remember  his  sermon  on  “Skeleton  Christians”  at 
the  Bucktown  camp-meeting  a few  years  ago.  There  was  a mighty  shaking 
“among  the  dry  bones”  under  the  influence  of  that  sermon. 

Withal,  he  is  a student,  and  brings  out  of  his  study  into  his  pulpit  the  pure 
Gospel,  illustrated  with  things  new  and  old.  He  uses  books  to  advantage;  not 
to  copy,  but  to  aid  in  the  suggestion  of  ideas  and  the  arrangement  of  thought. 
The  cause  of  God  prospers  under  his  management,  and  many  souls  are  converted 
from  the  error  of  their  ways  and  added  to  the  Church  of  the  living  God. 

The  Conference  and  the  Church  justly  and  well  value  him  as  a refined  Chris- 
tian gentleman. 


REV.  GEORGE  W.  WRAY. 

George  W.  Wray  is  the  elder  of  two  brothers  from  Emporia  Circuit  (Greenes- 
vi lit;  county,  Virginia),  who  now  belong  to  our  Conference.  He  was  born  De- 
cember 4,  1853,  joined  the  Church  in  his  sixteenth  year,  under  the  ministry 
of  Rev.  dolm  B.  Dev,  and  was  licensed  to  preach  under  the  pastorate  of  the 
veteran,  William  B.  Rowzie.  He  received  the  benefit,  of  two  years’  collegiate 
training  at  Randolph-M aeon— the  last  of  Dr.  Duncan’s  term  as  President. 
From  that  incomparable  man  he  received  a deep  impression  for  good. 

He  entered  the  itinerancy  in  November,  1877.  Early  in  bis  ministry  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Victoria  S.  Sherman,  of  New  Kent  county,  who,  with  two 
children,  blessed  his  home  with  the  light  and  warmth  of  domestic  affection. 

In  person  tall,  well-proportioned,  graceful  in  carriage  and  with  a pleasant 
face,  rather  dark  hair  and  eyes,  an  agreeable  voice  and  natural  manner  in  the 
pulpit,  he  needed,  to  make  an  effective  and  popular  preacher,  only  good  sense 
and  religion — and  he  has  both.  1 1 is  mind  is  virile,  alert,  inquisitive,  retentive; 
his  taste  is  for  solid  reading  and  study;  his  preaching  is  on  choice  themes  of 
practical  value;  there  is  nothing  shallow;  the  keel  demands  deep  water;  he 
has  no  “quips”  or  cranks;  nothing  of  the  sensational  or  flashy;  seeks  and  ex- 
pects (o  do  good  and  save  souls  by  plain,  well-tried  methods  and  the  unmixed 
Gospel  of  Christ.  He  is  affable,  companionable  and  readily  makes  and  holds 
friends. 

He  grows  and  gains.  After  faithful  work  in  less  conspicuous,  though  impor- 
tant fields,  he  was  appointed  in  1880  to  assist  Dr.  William  E.  Edwards  at 
Centenary,  Richmond,  where  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  do  the  regular  pastoral  work 
and  much  of  the  preaching,  and  where  he  acquitted  himself  well.  He  has 
served  ably  in  Salisbury,  Maryland;  Central,  Portsmouth,  Berkley,  Farmville, 
Newport  News;  Washington  Street,  Petersburg,  and  is  now  pastor  of  our  chief 
church  in  Newport  News. 

In  1892,  Mr.  Wray  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife.  Tn  1893  he  married 
Miss  Sallie  Floyd  Vaden,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Vaden,  of  our  Confer- 
ence, a beautiful  and  accomplished  lady,  trained  in  parsonages  for  an  itinerant 
life,  while  endowed  with  many  virtues,  gifts  and  graces. 

Mr.  Wray  has  been  to  a degree  hurt  by  the  superiority  of  his  native  powers. 
Conscious  that  lie  need  not  dig  and  grind  to  secure  ore  for  discourses,  a neces- 
sitv  of  the  dull  mind,  he  may  trust  too  much  to  his  resourceful  brain.  This  is 
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a common  fault  of  clever  men.  If  lie  gave  long  and  laborious  days  to  sermons, 
lie  would  gain  notoriety  as  a magician  in  the  pulpit.  Put  a pressure  upon  him', 
and  the  temple  of  1 ) agon  will  tumble  to  the  corner-stone.  Happy  is  the  man 
who  can  achieve  at  his  will  the  palm  in  preaching.  No  audience  is  disappointed. 
The  average  discourse  is  wholesome,  winning,  nourishing.  On  propitious  oc- 
casions, he  touches  the  high  ring  of  victorious  speech.  lie  is  still  mounting 
towards  the  noon  of  his  career.  A fine  presence,  cordial  manner,  eloquent  and 
earnest.  Mr.  Wray  commands  the  future. 


REV.  BERN  AIM)  F.  LIPSCOMB.  ' 

It  will  seem  singular  that  this  preacher  had  for  the  first  four  years,  his 
whole  ( '(inference  life  at  that  time,  but  one  appointment.  lie  was  assigned  to 
Queen  Street,  Xorfolk,  when  lie  joined  the  body.  It  will  be  more  surprising 
when  it  is  known  that  Queen  Street  was  a new  station.  The  Elders  departed 
from  the  custom  of  the  fathers  for  good  and  satisfactory  reasons.  They  knew 
Lipscomb.  To  get  a capital  preacher  (“a  light  man,”  as  the  phrase  is!,  not 
burdensome  to  a voting  church,  and  to  get  a long-headed  one,  too;  ah,  there  was 
the  rub.  It  is  likely  there  was  but  one  in  the  body.  They  never  gave  him  up, 
working  him  to  the  last  limit  of  the  law.  A prime  preacher  at  Queen  Street 
would  have  done  well;  but  to  have  brought  the  church  to  such  solid  success 
required  a first-rate  sermonizer,  to  hold  and  augment  the  congregation;  a diplo- 
mat, to  keep  the  old  churches  in  good  humor  while  their  members  were  gently 
escorted  to  the  new  house;  a man  of  affairs,  to  draw  in  fresh  material  and  to 
cement  the  new  elements  and  carry  forward  a young  enterprise.  For  a junior 
to  prepare  discourses  to  the  same  audience  for  four  years,  is  the  task  of  a 
Hercules.  Superadd  the  pastoral  work  and  the  management  of  the  callow 
church,  and  it  puts  to  proof  the  best  ability.  Of  course,  he  must  be  a diligent 
stin  lent. 

Leaving  school  at  an  early  age  in  consequence  of  ill  health,  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  and  subsequently  filled  the  position  of  book-keeper  in  the 
State  Bank  of  Virginia.  Realizing,  however,  a divine  call  to  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  he  resigned  that  position  in  September,  1874,  and  entered  Randolph- 
Macon  Oollege.  Here  he  spent  two  years  in  the  study  of  languages  and  meta- 
physics under  those  accomplished  educators,  Professors  Thomas  R.  Price  and 
•James  A.  Harrison  and  the  now  glorified  Dr.  Duncan.  He  was  licensed  to 
preach,  September  28,  1874,  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Trinity  Station, 
Richmond,  of  which  church  lie  was  then  a member.  While  at  college  he  filled 
regular  appointments  at  Greenwood  and  Shady  Grove  churches,  on  the  Hanover 
Circuit.  In  November,  1870,  he  was  received  on  trial  by  the  Virginia  Confer- 
ence and  appointed  to  Queen  Street  Station. 

This  was  the  novitiate  of  a minister  who  has  registered  each  year  steady 
growth.  The  railroads  gather  timbers  in  great  heaps,  mortised  and  made  ready 
for  the  exigencies  of  new  bridges  or  depots.  So  year  by  year  Mr.  Lipscomb  has 
cut  in  the  forests  solid  lumber,  and  fashioned  and  framed  it  for  future  use.  Out 
of  tin*  best  books  he  has  brought  the  firmest  thoughts  and  used  upon  them  his 
own  edged  tools,  till  he  is  master  of  much  jointed,  stout  and  seemly  material 
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for  pulpit  and  platform.  It  comes  quickly  to  any  congregation  that  they  have, 
as  Bacon  terms  it,  a “full”  man.  There  is  no  danger  of  his  ministry  running 
aground  in  shallows.  There  is  always  deep  water  under  the  keel,  and  no  small 
“displacement,”  as  the  naval  architects  say,  for  the  cargo  brings  down  the  gun- 
wales towards  the  water.  There  is  steadiness  in  motion,  by  the  draft  and 
method  in  the  navigation;  not  driven  by  the  wish  of  the  wind  or  wave. 

With  these  ample  stores  for  the  public  offices  of  the  ministry  are  conjoined  a 
certain  genius  for  discovery,  as  if  by  instinct,  “what  Israel  ought  to  do”  and  a 
gift  for  leadership! — not  in  loud  parade,  but  quiet  muster  of  the  zeal,  enthusi- 
asm and  energies  of  the  Church.  The  best  results  follow.  The  Conference 
utilizes  these  habits  of  correct,  rapid  and  noiseless  work  in  its  elaborate  sta- 
tistical and  ■financial  calculations  and  tables.  Mr.  Lipscomb  is  charged  with 
the  preparation  and  publication  of  the  official  Minutes,  which, easily  stand  at  the 
head  of  such  compends. 

In  the  pulpit,  Mr.  Lipscomb  carries  a native  grace  of  manner  far  from  any 
schooling  of  the  hands,  feet  and  face.  The  sermon  has  method  without  the 
tiresome  refitting  of  a dissected  discourse.  The  system  aids  the  memory  to  hold 
it.  It  has  barbs  to  fasten  it  with — apt  illustrations  and  happy  terms  of  ex- 
pression. It  comes  to  the  ear  with  enticing  tones. 

Mr.  Lipscomb  is  tall,  but  not  slender  nor  carrying  the  motion  of  an  athlete. 
The  anatomy  is  in  admirable  proportion,  lie  is  erect,  grave  and  scholarly — - 
not  a bookish  snob  nor  a strutting  attempt  at  military  airs.  He  meets  friends 
with  a smile,  never  overwhelming  them  with  a blustering  blandishment.  In  a 
word,  he  is  a Christian  gentleman,  behaving  with  the  ease  and  affability  of  a 
man  of  culture  and  religion.  lie  wears  spectacles,  lie  is  married.  Ho  friend 
has  questioned  his  judgment  in  that  regard. 

lie  is  the  son  of  Cornelius  and  Pocahontas  Lipscomb,  and  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Richmond,  February  1G,  1851.  Ilis  early  education  was  received  at  the 
Jefferson  Male  Academy,  in  that  city. 

He  has  served  Charlottesville,  Berkley,  Danville,  Mt.  Vernon,  Newport  Hews, 
and  is  now  in  Petersburg  at  Washington  Street  church. 


REV.  JOSEPH  W.  SHACK  FORI). 

He  is  the  son  of  Rev.  John  William  Shackford  (formerly  a member  of  the 
Virginia  Conference)  and  Martha  Cole  Shackford  (daughter  of  Rev.  Ilezekiah 
McLelland,  also  a former  member  of  the  Virginia  Conference),  and  was  born 
July  21,  1848,  at  Orange  Grove,  near  Walkerton,  King  and  Queen  county,  Vir- 
ginia. Ilis  childhood  was  spent  amid  the  scenes  of  his  birthplace.  lie  was 
instructed  in  the  “rudiments”  by  his  parents,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  was 
sent  to  a private  school  in  Walkerton,  taught  by  II.  C.  Timberlakc,  a graduate 
of  the  Fniversitv  of  Virginia,  and  afterwards  professor  in  the  University  of 
Mississippi,  lie  was  then  sent  to  school  three  years  (18GO-’G3)  at  Walkerton 
Academy,  under  Rev.  .! . R.  Griffith,  now  a member  of  the  Virginia  Conference. 
In  18G0  he  made  a profession  of  religion  and  joined  the  Methodist,  church  at 
Shepherd’s,  in  King  and  Queen  county.  Four  years  ( 18G3-’G7)  were  swallowed 
up  by  the  war  and  its  results.  'The  next  two  and  a half  years  (1SG7-’G9)  were 
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spent  at  Aberdeen  Academy,  under  Colonel  James  C.  Council].  In  ISOO-’TO 
he  attended  the  University  of  Virginia.  In  lS70-’74  he  was  employed  by  Co'- 
onel  Councill  to  teach  Latin,  Greek,  French  and  English  in  his  school. 

At  aii  early  age  he  felt  that  it  was  his  duty  to  preach  the  Gospel.  He  was 
licensed  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  in  1871,  and  preached  as  a local  preacher 
three  years.  In  duly,  1871,  he  was  employed  to  assist  Rev.  d.  It.  Griffith  on 
Granville  Circuit,  Forth  Carolina.  In  November  of  1871  he  was  admitted 
into  the  North  Carolina  Conference  on  trial,  and  sent  to  AYarrenton  Station  two 
years.  In  November,  1875,  while  stationed  in  AYarrenton,  he  married  Miss 
Cora  Kingsbury,  eldest  daughter  of  Dr.  T.  13.  Kingsbury,  residing  at  that  time 
in  Oxford,  "North  Carolina.  She  proved  a loving  and  faithful  wife  to  him,  and, 
on  duly  3,  188b,  died,  leaving  him  with  five  little  children.  In  November, 
1879,  Mr.  Shaekford  was  transferred  to  the  AYrginia  Conference,  ordained 
deacon  by  Bishop  Kavanaugh,  and  sent  to  Henrico  Circuit!  In  November  of 
1887,  on  account  of  poor  health,  he  asked  a supernumerary  relation,  and  in 
1878,  for  the  same  reason,  located.  From  1878  to  1889  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  most  of  the  time,  and  preaching  as  opportunity  was  given.  In  18S7 
he  was  employed  to  supply  the  pastorate  of  King  and  Queen  Circuit,  in  place 
of  Rev.  AY.  A.  Crocker,  whose  health  had  failed.  In  November,  1887,  he  was 
ordained  elder  by  Bishop  Joseph  S.  Key,  at  the  Danville  Conference;  in  July, 
1889,  was  employed  by  Rev.  G.  II.  Kav,  on  Ashland  Circuit,  and  in  November, 
1889,  was  readmitted  into  the  AYrginia  Conference  and  sent  to  King  and  Queen 
Circuit;  1890,  to  AYestmorcland  ; in  1891,  to  Martinsville;  in  1S96,  to  Bedford 
Circuit,  continuing  there  in  1900-’l. 

Mr.  Shaekford  is  held  in  high  regard  bv  his  brethren  in  the  ministry  for  his 
culture,  zeal  and  modesty.  He,  indeed,  hides  his  light  under  a bushel.  Ills 
intellectual  face  gives  bond  for  a superior  brain.  II  is  years  of  study  have 
charged  bis  mind  with  volumes  of  the  best  wisdom.  He  has  aptness  for  impart- 
ing the  choice  information.  Ills  mind  is  not  a warehouse  for  the  storing  of 
other  men’s  merchandise,  but  a mine  and  crucible,  where  native  ore  is  brought 
out  and  where  it  is  refined  and  fashioned. 

He  has  been  held  back  by  retarding  providences.  These  delays  were  not  from 
defect  in  the  machine,  which  waited,  perfect  in  parts  and  lifting  the  valve  with 
ready  force  for  the  piston,  but  by  the  act  of  God  in  causing  disarray  along  the 
steel  track  ahead.  He  is  moving  forward  now  over  an  open  and  firm  highway, 
with  a future  of  growing  usefulness. 

Air.  Shaekford,  with  Methodism  coming  to  him  in  bone  and  brain,  will  not 
wrap  this  rich  inheritance  in  a napkin.  He  is  on  the  threshold  of  a career  full 
of  promise  of  “many  sheaves,”  for  the  tears  shed  in  the  past  when  hindered  in 
health,  make  good  the  pledge  that  he  will  reap  a ripe  and  white  harvest  with  joy. 


BEAT  ROBERT  IT.  YOUNGER. 

He  is  a native  of  Pittsylvania.  The  head  of  the  family  was  Marcus  Younger, 
of  the  Peninsula,  and  a soldier  of  the  Revolution.  The  parents  of  our  preacher 
were  devout  members  of  tin*  Methodist  Church.  A pious  mother  taught  her  son 
the  ways  of  the  Lord.  In  18fi9,  at  a noted  revival  at  Zion’s  chapel,  on  the  Ban- 
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nister  Circuit,  lie  professed  religion.  Soon  God  called  him  to  the  ministry;  but 
he  hesitated  before  its  magnitude  and  responsibility  until  August,  1873,  when., 
he  was  licensed  to  preach.  lie  entered  Randolph-Macon  College  in  September 
of  the  same  year,  and  remained  until  June,  1870.  He  represented  his  society 
in  the  public  debate.  In  November,  1870,  he  was  admitted  on  trial  into  the 
Conference  and  sent  to  East  Franklin  Circuit.  In  1879  he  was  assigned  to 
[Middle  Bedford;  then  to  Franklin,  Fast  Franklin,  West  Charlotte,  North  Meck- 
lenburg, South  Brunswick,  Middlesex,  Greenesville,  Prince  George,  lie  is  now 
serving  his  second  term  on  South  Brunswick. 

It  is  conceded  that  with  the  sterling  elements  which  equip  for  a career  of 
enduring  value  to  the  Church,  Mr.  Younger  is  specially  endowed.  He  has 
force  of  character,  and  seldom  fails  to  “compass  the  doing”  of  whatever  his 
hands  find  to  do.  He  has  opinions,  and  without  hesitation  expresses  them.  The 
fear  of  man  is  not  before  bis  eyes.  He  is  decisive  in  manner,  prompt  in  exe- 
cuting, aggressive  in  Christ’s  cause.  There  are  alertness,  energy  and  discretion 
in  his  conduct  of  affairs,  lie  does  not  build  on  another  man’s  foundation.  He 
enterprises  his  own  campaigns  and  wins  his  own  victories.  Wherever  he  finds 
a field  he  begins  to  turn  the  furrows,  seed  the  soil,  and  presently  a harvest  waves 
a golden  welcome  to  his  scythe. 

The  gift  of  speech  discerned  at  college  has  been  stirred  up  within  him.  Ilis 
pulpits  are  not  without  engaging  words  of  heavenly  wisdom,  lie  has  a ready 
vocabulary  of  apt  sentences.  Ilis  manner  and  utterance  please  the  eye  and  ear, 
persuading  the-  heart.  The  membership  is  built  up  by  increasing  converts;  the 
edifices  of  worship  are  adorned  by  the  willing  hands  of  the  brethren  brought  to 
enthusiasm  by  bis  zeal  and  eloquence. 

Mr.  Younger  has  been  married  twice,  being  fortunate  and  led  of  the  Lord  in 
each  selection.  The  writer  had  the  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance  with  the  present 
accomplished  helpmeet  of  [Mr.  Younger. 


KEY.  THOMAS  P.  DUKE. 

He  is  purely  of  English  extraction;  in  height,  five  feet  eleven  inches;  in 
weight,  one  hundred  and  thirty-odd.  His  complexion  is  fair;  eyes,  blue;  hair, 
light.  In  appearance,  he  is  tall,  and  not  of  great  breadth  in  the  chest.  He  has 
the  stoop  of  a student.  The  face  is  bright  and  cheerful,  changing  to  the  gravity 
of  deep  thought,  with  nothing  of  gloom  or  sadness.  He  is  remarkably  healthy, 
ile  has  not  lost  a day  from  sickness  for  more  than  ten  years,  nor  has  he  taken  one 
dollar’s  worth  of  medicine  during  the  time,  lie  is  a man  of  great  physical  en- 
durance'. 

Ilis  mind  is  sound  as  his  body.  All  his  intellectual  faculties  are  in  a high 
state  of  culture.  Ilis  memory  is  strong  and  accurate,  his  perception  quick,  his 
imagination  is  bold  and  under  control.  Ile  is  determined  and  aggressive.  He 
has  common,  or  practical  sense.  He  does  not  yield  to  seeming  insurmountable 
barriers.  Ilis  steadiness  of  purpose  overcomes  them.  In  manners,  he  is  refined, 
courteous  to  superiors,  kind  to  all.  In  habits,  lie  is  methodical  and  industrious. 
He  is  firm  and  upright.  He  is  frank,  kind,  generous,  tender-hearted.  He  shuns 
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evil  ami  luitos  sin.  lie  is  sincere  in  devotion,  fervent  in  spirit,  meditative  and 
prudent.  In  dress,  lie  is  plain  and  neat,  not  showy. 

Take  him  as  a whole,  and  we  have  a man  bold  in  projecting,  adroit  in  policy, 
kind  in  disposition,  true  in  principle,  generous  in  liberality,  frank  in  confes- 
sion, brave  in  danger,  firm  in  character,  gifted  in  conception,  resolute  in  pur- 
pose, tender  in  affection,  patient  in  trouble,  vigilant  in  temptation,  true  and 
religious  in  life. 

As  a speaker  he  is  lucid,  forceful,  but  not  very  original.  1 1 is  voice  is  rather 
defective,  yet  at  times  it  is  sonorous  and  sweet.  II is  gestures  are  easy  and 
natural.  Large  congregations  are  often  melted  under  his  pulpit  ministrations. 

lie  has  friends  who  are  friends  indeed.  They  are  bound  to  him  by  hooks  of 
steel.  Nothing  falls  to  pieces  in  his  hands.  Success  marks  his  track.  He  has 
wrought  mainly  in  the  region  of  Dan  River,  proving  himself  the  apostle  to  the 
hill  country. 

Time  has  dealt  gently  with  Mr.  Duke.  He  retains  the  vigor  and  alertness  and 
fine  physical  outfit  of  younger  years. 


REV.  JOIIH  T.  BOSMAX. 

With  the  extraordinary  qualities  necessary  for  the  success  of  a minister  of 
the  Gospel  of  Christ  Mr.  Bosnian  has  been  peculiarly  endowed — possessed  of 
a sagacity  adequate  to  the  demands  and  conditions  of  all  classes  of  men. 

lie  was  horn  in  Somerset  county,  Md.,  in  the  year  1$<32.  When  a youth  he 
moved  to  Norfolk,  Ya.,  with  his  parents,  where  his  mother  and  other  mem- 
bers of  his  family  now  reside,  his  father  having  been  dead  several  years. 

His  educational  training  ended  in  a five-year  course  at  Randolph- iMacon 
College,  at  Ashland,  Ya. 

lie  joined  the  Virginia  Conference  in  1884.  His  first  charge  was  At- 
lantic City,  now  LeKies  Memorial,  Norfolk,  Ya. ; thence  to  Newport  News, 
Ya.,  as  a domestic  missionary,  where  he  laid  a foundation  for  Methodism,  the 
stability  of  which  will  abide  all  time.  Erom  Newport  News  he  was  sent  to 
Salisbury,  Md. ; thence  to  Culpeper,  Ya.  To  this  charge  he  was  sent  as  a tit 
man  for  a special  purpose.  A handsome  church  building  was  erected  during 
his  ministry  there.  From  Culpeper  he  was  sent  to  Wright  Memorial,  Ports- 
mouth, Ya. ; thence  to  Mount  Vernon,  Danville,  Ya. ; and  from  Danville  to 
Park  Place,  Richmond,  Ya.,  his  present  charge. 

He  is  a man  of  the  average  stature  .and  weight,  a decided  brunette,  an  open 
countenance  which  admits  him  at  once  into  the  confidence  of  all  people.  II is 
style  is  engaging;  he  speaks  from  memory;  is  never  at  a loss  for  ideas,  and 
does  not  indulge  in  a repetition  of  words.  His  voice  is  clear  and  penetrating, 
his  imagination  brilliant  and  his  gestures  few. 

Mr.  Bosnian  was  married  on  December  the  25tli,  1SSS,  to  Miss  Mamie  Le 
Cato,  daughter  of  L.  Thomas  Be  Cato,  of  Virginia,  a woman  of  ran*  attainments 
and  a charming  coadjutor  of  a minister.  They  have  two  boys — Robert  and 
George. 
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REV.  JOHN  0.  MOSS. 

Mr.  Moss  was  born  in  Mecklenburg  county,  Va.,  October  9,  1855.  Ilis 
parents  were  Oswald  M.  and  Margaret  J.  Moss,  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church;  and  into  this  communion  the  son  was  baptized  and  reared.  About 
twelve  years  of  age,  be  joined  the  Church;  but  not  until  four  or  live  years  after 
did  be  become  satisfied  of  his  acceptance  with  God;  alone  on  his  bed,  in  the  si- 
lent hours  of  the  night,  while  praying  for  the  blessing, 

“Heaven  can  dawn  Lis  soul  to  greet, 

And  glory  crowned  the  nlercy-seat." 

He  lots  never  had  any  doubt  about  bis  conversion. 

II is  educational  advantages  were  those  of  the  common  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood and  two  sessions  at  Randolph-Macon  College.  In  1877  he  joined  the 
Virginia  Conference  at  Lynchburg  and  was  sent  as  junior  preacher  to  Gates 
Circuit;  then  followed  two  years  on  Woodville  Mission,  one  on  West  Bedford, 
two  on  I larrellsville,  two  on  Camden,  one  on  Newsom’s,  two  on  Northampton, 
four  on  Dimviddie,  four  on  Cumberland,  four  on  Lunenburg,  and  is  now  serving 
the  first  year  of  his  second  term  on  Dimviddie. 

In  18, so  he  married  .Miss  Susie  Caroline  Riddick,  a lovely  young  lady  of 
Hertford  county,  X.  C.  With  the  world  to  pick  from,  he  does  not  think  he 
could  make  a better  choice. 

A degree  of  prosperity  lias  attended  his  ministry  in  every  charge,  but  his 
most  successful  years,  humanly  speaking,  were  on  the  Camden  and  Northamp- 
ton Circuits. 

In  person,  he  is  large,  weighing  over  two  hundred  pounds,  and  accordingly 
takes  rank  with  the  Anakims  of  the  Conference.  With  a canonically  clean  face, 
gray  eyes,  light  complexion,  he  considers  his  face  a very  uncommon  one,  for  he 
has  been  mistaken  for  the  late  Dr.  Munsey,  Colonel  Mo  shy,  Dr.  Iloge  and.  an- 
other member  of  his  Conference.  Nearly  every  stranger  he  meets  is  reminded 
by  him  of  some,  acquaintance. 

As  a preacher,  be  seeks  to  reach  the  intellect,  the  conscience,  the  emotions, 
and  thus  the  will,  believing  that  the  end  to  be  accomplished  by  tbe  sermon  is  to 
get  men  to  act,  to  turn  from  sin  to  righteousness,  from  Satan  to  Christ. 

In  preparation  for  the  pulpit  he  uses  the  pencil  and  pen  freely,  first  making 
a rough  sketch,  and  then  correcting,  filling  in  and  transcribing  for  future  use. 
There  may  be  successful  extempore  preachers,  but  he  does  not  consider  that  be 
has  ever  seen  one.  In  composing  he  is  confined  to  no  one  plan,  adopting  the 
topical,  expository  and  textual,  seeking  always  to  be  practical.  lie  uses  illus- 
trations as  windows,  to  let  in  the  light,  or  as  harpoons  to  fasten  the  truth  in  the 
mind.  lie  does  not  mention  Huxley  or  Darwin  or  Spencer  in  the  pulpit.  He 
does  not  feel  able  to  demolish  them;  neither  does  he  believe  that  the  discussion 
of  their  theories  or  vagaries  is  needed  in  preaching  the  simple  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

In  the  pulpit  he  is  a man  of  moods,  sometimes  dull  and  dry.  At  other  times, 
when  the  afflatus  is  upon  him,  he  preaches  with  great  power  and  in  demonstra- 
tion of  the  .Spirit.  When  in  the  Spirit  and  at  the  throne  he  has  power  with  God, 
and  prevails. 

In  Church  economy,  he  believes  in  the  two-years  system,  but  withholds  an  ap- 
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plication  of  his  theory  to  his  present  appointment  for  future  consideration.  He 
believes  that  a change  could  be  made  in  our  economy  to  a very  great  advantage 
to  the  Church  by  strengthening  the  Episcopacy,  so  that  a Bishop  could  visit  each 
charge  once  a year,  and  decreasing  the  number  of  Presiding  Elders  to  at  least 
half  the  present  number,  and  let  these  be  the  “pick”  of  the  choice  men  of  the 
Conference. 

Hr.  Moss  loves  the  country  work,  and  would  consider  it  an  affliction  to  be 
sent  to  a city  appointment.  lie  is  fond  of  the  gun  and  fishing  tackle,  poultry- 
raising and  agricultural  pursuits.  lie  also  loves  the  simple  habits  of  the  coun- 
try people,  fresh  air  and  fried  chicken. 


KEY.  EDWARD  M.  JORDAN. 

Mr.  Jordan  is  a native  of  Illinois.  His  father,  John  Parker  Jordan,  was  born 
and  raised  in  Isle  of  Wight,  Virginia.  Ilis  mother  was  Miss  McConnell,  of 
Illinois.  Edward  Jordan  was  brought  up  in  Perquimans  county,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

lie  has  inherited  the  energy  of  the  West,  with  the  elegances  of  life  of  the 
Eastern  Carolinian.  It  is  seldom  that  his  diligence  is  surpassed;  and  for  com- 
panionship, Jordan  is  at  the  head  of  the  list.  These  qualities,  sanctified  by 
religion,  have  made  him  a strong  and  popular  preacher,  loved,  honored  and 
admired. 

He  was  converted  in  August,  1367,  in  Fletcher’s  chapel,  Gates  county,  North 
Carolina,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Wm.  E.  Allen,  and  licensed  to  preach  in 
1809,  on  Gates  Circuit,  Rev.  M.  S.  Colonna,  Sr.,  preacher  in  charge,  and  Henry 
B.  Cowles,  Presiding  Elder.  He  joined  the  Virginia  Conference  on  trial  in 
November,  18(59,  at  Richmond,  and  traveled  Northumberland  the  first  year; 
second  year,  Berlin — ordained  deacon  by  Bishop  Paine;  third,  fourth  and  fifth, 
Orange — fourth  year  ordained  elder  by  Bishop  Keener;  sixth  year,  Culpeper; 
seventh  and  eighth,  South  Norfolk;  ninth,  tenth  and  eleventh,  Norfolk.  At  the 
Conference  held  in  Norfolk  in  1892  he  was  placed  on  the  superannuated  list, 
and  continued  in  that  relation  until  1899,  when  he  again  became  effective.  And 
he  continues  to  this  day  testifying  the  grace  of  God  to  men. 

On  November  10,  1873,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mattie  P.  Walker,  of  Madison 
county — a lady  of  winning  presence  and  adorning  her  position  with  many 
graces. 

Mr.  Jordan,  a few  years  ago,  made  a tour  in  Europe,  and  collected  much 
material  for  broadening  and  brightening  his  own  mind  and  for  use  in  apt  illus- 
trations for  pulpit  and  platform,  but  not  in  ostentatious  display.  He  is  a 
thoughtful  preacher,  clear  in  style  and  engaging  in  manner.  Few  can  resist 
his  persuasive  eloquence  when  his  own  heart  grows  tense  with  emotion.  He  is 
careful  of  the  amenities  of  life,  and  never  offends  by  neglect  of  courtesy;  nor 
is  he  of  the  willow,  bending  to  every  touch.  lie  yields  to  the  limit  of  politeness, 
but  he  is  rooted  in  the  rocks. 

Tie  is  of  medium  height;  somewhat  slender,  but  braced  well  with  thew  and 
sinew.  His  face  blends  handsome  and  refined  features.  Conscientious,  enter- 
prising and  successful,  he  brings  mankind  into  debtorship  to  him  as  a personal 
reforming  force  in  their  midst. 
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REV.  THOMAS  X.  POTTS,  M.  A.,  PII.  1).,  D.  D. 

Tliis  son  of  ;i  venerable  minister  of  the  Virginia  Conference  lias  the  deep,  rich 
native  soil  on  which  he  has  grown  up  a tree  of  knowledge  which  will  give  nour- 
ishing fruit  and  protecting  boughs  for  the  years  to  come.  He  has  enjoyed  ex- 
ceptional advantages  in  education  and  used  these  favors  of  fortune  to  tit  himself 
for  his  great  commission.  The  Church  expects  much  of  him,  and  will,  without 
doubt,  reap  richly  from  bis  sowing.  He  stopped  to  whet  bis  tools.  They  had 
steel,  but  needed  the  emery-wheel  to  bring  them  to  edge  and  swifter  use.  Tie 
is  beginning  his  work  where  he  left  off,  with  wider  wisdom,  better  skill  and 
augmented  aptness. 

He  is  below  medium  size  and  height,  trimly  built,  with  a fine  development  in  • 
the  frontage  of  the  cerebellum  and  a breadth  of  bony  caisson  for  the  cerebrum. 
He  is  a dignified,  polite,  cultured  gentleman,  with  the  bearing  of  a scholar. 

He  was  born  June  1,  1SC3,  in  Southampton  county,  Virginia;  converted  in 
October,  1S73;  graduated  from  Randolph-Macon  in  1882;  entered  the  Con- 
ference in  CsN-t;  left  in  1S8G  to  attend  Princeton  Seminary;  was  graduated 
from  the  Seminary  in  May,  1889;  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from 
Princeton  Pniversity  in  1890 — having  re-entered  the  Conference  the  preceding 
year.  Sr.  John’s  College,  Annapolis,  Aid. , conferred  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity  in  1>9G. 

Dr.  Potts  has  risen  to  the  pastorship  of  our  cleverest  city  churches,  such  as 
Park  Place  (Richmond),  Mt.  Vernon  (Danville),  his  present  charge.  He  re- 
ceived distinguished  support  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  Chair  of  Moral 
Philosophy  in  Randolph-Macon  College.  It  is  reported  by  persons  of  prudent 
speech  that  his  native  and  acquired  qualities  give  him  a clear  title  to  the  claim 
of  superior  culture.  It  goes  without  the  saying  that  his  sermons  have  the  sim- 
plicity of  wisdom,  while  nourishing  and  welcome  to  the  palate.  He  is  married; 
has  four  living  children  and  one  in  Heaven. 


REV.  CHARLES  II.  McGTIEE. 

51  r.  Medhee  is  a native  of  Bedford  county,  Virginia.  Born  June  6,  1SG0. 
ID  ■ was  converted  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  under  a sermon  preached  by  Bishop 
David  S.  Doggett.  When  he  was  ten  his  parents  moved  to  Lynchburg,  Virginia, 
that  their  children  might  enjoy  better  school  and  church  privileges.  Young 
McGhee  joined  Court-Street  church,  in  that  city,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
He  graduated  from  Lynchburg  High  School  in  1877,  and  from  then  till  1880 
he  was  engaged  in  business  in  that  city.  He  attended  Randolph-Macon  College 
three  years. 

lie  served  the  Mathews  Circuit  (-Virginia  Conference)  one  year  as  a local 
preacher,  and  joined  the  Virginia  Conference  in  November,  1884,  and  continues 
a member. 

In  height,  he  is  five  feet  ten  and  a half  inches;  weight,  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five  pounds;  complexion,  light;  hair,  light  brown  ; eyes,  dark  gray. 

Mr.  McGhee  is  a man  of  fine  physique,  prepossessing  in  appearance,  capti- 
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voting  in  manner,  a well-shaped  head  slightly  bald,  face  beaming  with  smiles 
and  gmid  humor,  very  sociable  in  nature,  a pleasant  talker,  excellent  fireside 
company. 

1 1 i s adaptability  to  the  itinerancy  shows  that  he  is  bred  to  the  science  and 
skilled  in  the  art  of  preaching  and  pastoral  work.  By  his  genial  and  gentle- 
manly Christian  deportment,  he  makes  friends  wherever  he  goes,  and  combines 
in  his  character  that  humility  of  soul  and  purity  of  heart  which  make  him  the 
loved  and  honored  guest  of  the  humble  as  well  as  the  high  in  life. 

„Mr.  -McGhee  is  a good  pastor,  lie  takes  rank  as  a preacher,  his  subjects  are 
well  chosen,  his  sermons  ably,  forcibly  and  impressively  delivered,  his  voice  is 
excellent,  (dear  and  distinct;  his  convictions  are  strong,  his  life  consistent,  his 
actions  conservative,  adhering  firmly  to  the  principles  of  Methodism  and  the 
laws  of  his  Church.  He  has  achieved  success  as  a lecturer.  His  elocution  won 
judicious  praise. 

On  November  15,  1SS7,  he  was  happily  married  to  Miss  Laura  E.  Norris,  of 
Culpeper,  Virginia — a beautiful  and  highly-accomplished  Christian  lady — 
whose  noble  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  and  consecration  to  God’s  service  makes  her  a 
worthy  and  fit  successor  of  that  multitude  of  honored  and  devoted  women  whose 
heroism  amid  the  trials  of  the  itinerancy  and  devotion  to  God,  as  votaries  of  our 
heaven-born  religion,  have  from  time  immemorial  demonstrated  the  wonderful 
influence  of  God's  handmaidens  in  the  great  work  of  saving  souls. 


HEY.  ROBERT  B.  B LANKINS  1 1 IP. 

lie  is  a native  of  Campbell  county,  and  dates  his  anniversary  from  August 
28,  1854.  1 1 is  parents  were  John  A.  and  11.  A.  Blankinship. 

He  was  brought  to  Jesus  when  a lad  of  eleven  years,  and  his  fading  faith 
was  renewed  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  lie  became  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  and  served  for  a year  or  so  as  a local  minister  among  those 
brethren.  In  1877  he  united  with  our  people  and  came  into  the  Conference, 
lie  was  junior  to  the  lamented  Pritchett  in  1877-’78  on  Campbell  Circuit. 
The  young  man  saw  souls  converted,  and  knew  of  a truth,  that  God  was  with 
him.  lie  served  East  Halifax,  a new  and  feeble  parish.  The  Lord  prospered 
the  going  out  and  coming  in  of  the  callow  preacher.  lie  came  next  to  Chatham, 
and  was  not  without  fruit  from  his  planting.  And  so,  year  bv  year,  he  has  since 
wrought  to  good  effect  on  South  of  Dan,  South  Brunswick,  West  Brunswick, 
Nottoway,  Mecklenburg,  Nelson,  Ettrick,  Wright  Memorial,  Portsmouth,  and 
is  now  serving  his  second  year  at  Capeville. 

He  is  married,  and  has  two  children. 


REV.  THOMAS  J.  WRAY. 

lie  is  a person  of  fine  physique  and  imposing  personal  presence;  is  about  six 
feet  in  height,  well  proportioned,  and  weighs  from  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
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live  to  olio  hundred  and  eighty  pounds;  dark  complexion,  mobile  features,  and 
lias  a clear,  ringing  voice,  admirably  adapted  to  public  speaking.  He  is  genial 
and  affable  in  .society,  and  is  generally  a favorite  with  those  who  become  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  him. 

His  mind  is  quick  in  its  action,  and  often  his  best  thoughts  are  those  which 
llash  out  when  the  subject  is  first  presented  to  him.  1 1 is  receptive  faculties 
are  generally  on  the  alert,  and  he  learns  as  much,  or  more,  from  nature  and  ob- 
servation as  he  does  from  books.  Ilis  sermons  often  astonish  by  their  range  of 
thought  and  force  and  beauty  of  diction.  There  is  melting,  moving  power  in 
his  appeals,  and  many  are  ‘‘cut  to  the  heart,”  brought  to  their  knees  and  to 
Christ.  Ilis  success  in  revivals  is  remarkable.  As  many  as  one  hundred  and 
fifty  have  been  converted  on  small  circuits,  lie  has  wonderful  gift  in  prayer. 
Ilis  words  flow  freely  while  his  heart  glows  and  swells  with  intense  fervor. 
Tew  men  of  his  age  in  the  Conference  have  had  more  souls  converted  under  their 
ministry.  Ilis  individuality  is  distinctly  marked,  lie  does  his  own  thinking, 
and,  when  convinced  that  he  is  right,  yields  to  no  man. 

lie  was  exceedinglv  fortunate  in  his  marriage.  Ilis  wife,  Miss  A ora  C. 
Shackelford,  of  Cloucester,  is  a lady  of  rare  personal  attractions,  culture  and 
piety.  She  is  as  well  qualified,  probably  for  the  itinerant  life  as  any  lady  in 
the  Conference.  With  the  blessing  of  God,  great  usefulness  awaits  him. 

Mr.  Wray  was  born  in  Greenesville  county,  Ya.,  October  29,  1S5S ; his 
parents,  Ji.  A.  and  M.  J.  Wray,  lie  was  converted  at  his  father’s  fireside  during 
family  prayer,  conducted  by  bis  brother,  the  Rev.  George  W.  Wray. 

From  boyhood  he  had  a desire  to  preach,  and  was  licensed  at  Round  Hill 
church,  on  Ilicksford  Circuit,  and  came  into  the  Conference  on  trial  in  1884. 
lie  began  on  the  grand  old  Gloucester  Circuit.  The  Bishops  have  used  him 
to  bring  success  and  achieve  results  on  various  fields.  He  has  met  the  highest 
expectations  and  quitted  himself  well  of  every  duty.  He  has  grown  from  the 
earnest  youth  to  a mature  manhood,  with  garnered  sheaves  from  glorious  har- 
vests. In  the  meanwhile  years  have  brought  seasoned  wisdom,  robust  powers 
of  mind  and  a quiver  of  the  surest  shafts,  seldom  flying  past  the  mark.  A fine 
presence,  engaged  manner,  pleasing  tones  and  virile  thoughts,  make  the  pulpit 
a throne  of  authority  and  force. 


REV.  EDGAR  II.  ROWE. 

Mr.  Rowe  is  a gentleman  of  piety  and  polish.  To  his  superior  natural  en- 
dowments he  has  added  the  advantages  of  school,  college  and  university,  lie 
is  genial  and  engaging  in  the  social  circle,  and  in  the  pulpit  thoughtful  and  in- 
structive. To  hear  him  is  to  receive  winnowed  and  golden  grain  of  a harvest 
reaped  from  best  tilth  and  native  fertility. 

Air.  Rowe  was  born  on  September  17,  1857,  in  the  good  old  county  of  West- 
moreland, Ya.,  his  father,  the  Rev.  ,1.  G.  Rowe,  at  that  time  having  pasto- 
ral charge  in  that  county.  A year  or  so  after  the  war  his  father  removed  to 
Bowling  Green,  Ya.,  where  the  family  has  lived  ever  since  (except  a short  so- 
journ in  Ashland),  thus  enabling  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  though  the  son  of 
an  itinerant  minister,  to  know  and  to  enjoy  a settled  home. 
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In  his  early  youth  51  r.  Rowe  gave  his  heart  to  God,  and  while  yet  a school- 
hoy  the  impression  that  he  would  become  a minister  was  strongly  made  up-m 
his  mind.  This  impression,  however,  was  not  kindly  fostered,  in  view  of  his 
high  sense  of  the  responsibility  of  the  ministerial  office,  to  say  nothing  of  his 
tastes  for  a life  in  the  class-room. 

In  the  best  private  schools  51  r.  Rowe  received  his  first  instructions,  and  as 
the  years  wore  on  he  pursued  his  studies  at  Randolph-51  aeon  College,  at  the 
University  of  Virginia  and  at  Princeton,  Xew  Jersey.  The  last-named  in- 
stitution of  learning  he  attended  after  he  became  a preacher,  and  withdrew* 
temporarily  from  the  active  pastorate  for  this  purpose. 

In  187!>  51  r.  Rowe  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Bowling  Green  Quarterly 
Conference,  Rev.  L.  Rosser,  Presiding  Elder.  lie,  however,  did  not  enter  the 
Conference  until  the  year  1884.  This  Conference  met  in  Lynchburg.  11  is 
first  appointment  was  to  the  pleasant  college  town  of  Murfreesboro,  where  lie 
remained  for  two  years,  doing  effective  and  valuable  work  for  the  Church. 
It  was  at  the  close  of  these  two  years  in  51  urfreesboro  that  he  went  to  Prince- 
ton, where  he  remained  but  a short  time,  as  his  health  was  not  good.  On  his 
return  to  the  Conference  in  18S6  he  was  appointed  to  Boydton  Station,  the 
seat  of  the  old  Randolph-51  aeon  College,  where  he  remained  for  one  year.  At 
the  next  Conference  he  applied  for  and  secured  a supernumerary  relation 
on  account  of  his  increasing  ill  health.  For  years  51  r.  Rowe  had  been  a great 
sufferer  from  dyspepsia.  This  malady  had  hindered  in  the  intense  and  strenu- 
ous exertions  needful  to  achieve  worthy  ends  in  the  pulpit,  so  that  finally,  by 
tin1  advice  of  eminent  physicians  in  Xew  York,  as  well  as  in  Virginia,  lie  re- 
tired from  the  active  work  of  the  ministry.  Under  these  circumstances  he 
entered  upon  the  work  of  teaching  in  the  Bowling  Green  Seminary,  and  in 
.July,  1888,  assumed  control  of  that  institution  of  learning. 

In  IS 94  51  r.  Rowe  was  elected  President  of  the  famous  Wesleyan  Female 
College  of  51  a con,  Ga.,  the  first  high-grade  school  for  girls,  we  believe,  in  the 
South.  lie  connected  himself  with  one  of  the  Georgia  Conferences.  In  1S96 
he  was  elected  President  of  the  5Iartha  Washington  College,  Abingdon,  Va., 
hut  before  entering  upon  his  duties  he  resigned  and  took  charge  of  the  Bowling 
Green  Seminary  in  Virginia,  which  he  is  conducting  with  eminent  success. 

51  r.  Rowe  enjoys  the  just  reputation  of  an  exceptional  “aptness  to  teach,” 
elevated  bearing  and  the  strictest  regard  for  the  demands  on  a Christian  gen- 
tleman. lie  holds  himself  superior  to  all  smallness.  1 1 is  face,  clean-shaven  and 
open,  hears  the  imprimatur  of  the  clarified  character  within. 

51  r.  Rowe  has  been  twice  married.  In  1881  he  was  married  to  51  iss  Emma 
B.  Scott,  of  Bowling  Green,  who  died  in  1884;  in  August,  18SS,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  5 1 iss  5Iarv  AVinslow  Shaw,  of  Elmwood,  5Iass. 


REV.  VIXCEXT  W.  BARGA5I IX. 

5Ir.  Bargamin  is  a native  of  Richmond.  Tie  came  to  the  ranks  of  the  Con- 
ference from  Centenary,  of  this  city — a church  which  has  sent  many  a hoy  to 
the  pulpit  to  bless  the  people.  lie  enlisted  in  1 S 8 4 , and  has  gone  forward  with 
a steady  step  in  the  line  of  duty,  quitting  himself  well  of  whatever  work  was 
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coimiiit tc<  1 to  his  industry  and  fidelity.  He  had  in  his  keeping  the  interest  of 
..Methodism  on  least  King  and  Queen,  then  crossed  the  Hay  into  Maryland  and 
served  1 )orchester  three  terms;  then  Eastville  and  Cape  Charles  Mission;  in 
1891  he  was  sent  to  South  Aceomac ; in  1892,  to  Cambridge  Circuit;  in  1893, 
Fox  Hill;  in  1890,  S m i t h field  ; in  1897,  Churehland,  and  in  1900,  to  Capron 
Circuit. 

He  has  many  advantages  in  his  physical  make-up.  .He  is  in  weight  and  height 
of  good  proportions,  firm  in  limb,  erect,  and  of  exceptionable  completeness  in 
form  and  features.  His  hair  is  jet,  eyes  blue;  wears  a moustache  of  light-brown 
color.  His  face  invites  confidence,  and  is  well  chiseled. 

lie  is  a young  man  of  unusual  promise,  modest,  ready  for  every  good  word 
and  work,  and  ambitious  to  be  accepted  of  his  Lord. 


REV.  WILBUR  F.  DAVIS. 

He  is  entitled  by  descent  to  be  a Methodist  minister,  llis  great-grand- 
mother was  the  first  Methodist  in  Gloucester  county,  whither  she  moved  from 
Isle  of  Wight  county.  Her  husband,  John  Davis,  afterwards  became  a -Metho- 
dist preacher.  His  two  brothers,  Philip  and  Stephen,  were  also  Methodist 
preachers.  Stephen,  a noted  member  of  the  Virginia  Conference,  died  of  yel- 
low fever  in  X or  folk  in  1795.  John  Davis’  son,  Williams  Edwards  Davis, 
was  a well-known  local  Methodist  preacher  in  Gloucester  for  years.  His  son, 
Joseph  II.  Davis,  was  an  active  member  of  the  Virginia  Conference  for  forty- 
three  years.  Thus  Wilbur  was  raised  in  the  Conference,  having  often,  when 
a small  boy,  traveled  the  district  with  his  father.  Wilbur’s  mother,  when 
young,  was  the  first  convert  in  a large  irreligious  family  of  Episcopal  pro- 
clivities. She  at  once  joined  the  Methodist  Church  and  erected  a family 
altar  in  her  chamber  with  her  sisters. 

Wilbur  was  born  May  29,  1839,  in  Xewberne,  X.  C.  While  yet  at  col- 
lege he  experienced  a call  to  the  ministry.  This  he  put  off,  mainly  through 
fear  that  the  impression  was  occasioned  only  by  the  fact  that  his  mother  had 
dedicated  him  to  the  ministry  from  earliest  infancy.  ’The  war  intervened. 
He  served  in  the  army  and  spent  some  time  as  a prisoner  in  Fort  Delaware. 
He  taught  school  a number  of  years.  He  yielded  to  his  call,  and  was  licensed 
to  preach  Xovemher  5,  1S7G;  took  work  under  the  Presiding  Elder  as  pastor 
of  Westmoreland  Circuit  the  latter  half  of  1879,  by  request  of  the  Quarterly 
Conference,  after  his  father’s  death;  and  in  February,  1885,  at  Floyd  Street, 
Danville;  entered  the  Virginia  Conference  in  November,  1885,  and  has  served 
four  years  at  Martinsville;  was  ordained  deacon  in  1880,  and  elder  in  1885. 
lie  has  served  Culpeper,  Boydton,  Williamsburg,  Barton  Heights,  Carte rsville, 
He  is  now,  for  the.  third  year,  the  pastor  of  Westmoreland. 

Mr.  Davis' has  enjoyed  superior  educational  advantages  and  used  them  dili- 
gently. He  is  well  furnished  by  training  and  preparation  for  the  procla- 
mation of  the  Gospel.  He  is  a student.  llis  parishioners  are  fed  with  ripe 
and  nourishing  food.  His  discourses  have  weight.  They  would  not  be  tossed 
upward  bv  the  opposite  scale  if  the  sermons  pronounced  before  thousands  and 
printed  for  tens  of  thousands  were  balanced  against  them.  The  praneings, 
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] >1  a \"  of  voice  and  attitudinizing  tliat  catch  the  crowds  are  beneath  him.  He 
would  not  stoop  to  win  the  smile  of  the  ‘‘groundlings.”  To  the  wise,  serious- 
cultured,  he  brings  what  they  crave — the  “grapes  of  Eschol.”  lie  gathers 
the  great  clusters.  lie  is  an  expounder  of  God’s  Word,  making  the  people  to 
understand. 

lie  has  a massive  head — Wcbstcrian.  His  presence  assures  you  of  a person 
of  no  mean  powers.  He  is  a man  of  simple  ways;  dignified,  without  stiffness, 
coldness  or  curtness.  He  is  genial,  genuine  and  sincere.  Ill's  heart  is  in  his 
calling,  lie  is  knightly  and  brave  for  God,  loving  towards  his  brethren  and 
devout.  1 fe  continues  a widower. 

i 

rev.  McDaniel  thicker. 

Mr.  Tucker  enlisted  in  the  itinerant  cohort  in  1884.  Before  his  public  pro- 
fession of  religion  he  had  a persuasion  that  the  ministry  was  his  life-work;  yet 
he  could  not  get  his  consent  for  some  time  to  join  the  sacred  band  of  apostolic 
evangelists,  even  after  his  conversion.  He  was  conscious  of  a lack  of  training 
and  equipment.  His  modesty,  withal,  held  him  back  from  the  position  of  so 
great  a trust.  Angels  hesitate  where  fools  rush  in.  He  did  go  forward  seven- 
teen years  ago  on  the  line  of  duty. 

He  entered  our  Conference  in  1884,  serving  North  Pittsylvania  two  years; 
West  Goochland,  one  year;  Orange,  one  term;  West  New  Kent,  three  years; 
Charles  City,  one  year;  Fifth  Street,  Manchester,  three  years;  Ettrick,  two 
years;  Eox  Hill,  one  year;  East  Franklin,  one  year,  and  Henrico,  where  he  is 
serving  his  second  year. 

Mr.  Tucker  is  a robust  person,  without  undue  size  or  roughness  of  make-up. 
He  has  bodily  vigor  and  mental  force.  There  is  industry  and  enterprise.  He 
works  to  a purpose.  His  portrait  will  attest  him  as  not  wanting  in  the  elements 
that  bring  success.  He  used  notes  in  preaching  when  in  his  younger  years,  but 
now  “swings  loose1.” 

He  married  Miss  Nannie  Cabell  Smith,  of  Richmond,  in  1885. 


REV.  NICHOLAS  II.  ROBERTSON,  A.  B. 

This  native  of  grand  old  Bedford  was  born  to  Nicholas  W.  and  Sallie  E. 
Robertson,  September  17,  1800.  He  saw  the  world  first  in  front  of  the  ma- 
jestic Peaks  of  Otter.  While  a mere  boy  he  was  dedicated  to  God  in  baptism 
by  devout  parents.  Their  godly  influence  made  a deep  impression  on  his  young 
heart,  though  he  did  not  give  himself  to  God  till  the  age  of  sixteen,  at  a camp- 
meeting at  Bethlehem  church.  He  had  profound  convictions  of  a call  to  the 
ministry,  but  resisted  awhile.  Finally  he  decided  for  duty,  and  entered  Ran- 
dolph-Macon  College  in  the  fall  of  187!),  graduated  in  1883  with  the  A.  B. 
degree,  but  continued  two  years,  barely  missing  Master  of  Arts  by  ill  health; 
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was  admitted  as  a licentiate  in  1885,  and  stationed  at  West  End,  Manchester — 
hindered,  however,  by  disturbed  health.  In  ISSG-’SS  he  served  Chatham 
Circuit.  The  Lord  blessed  his  labors  with  many  conversions.  In  lSSS-’SS, 
the  South  of  Dan;  then  the  following  Circuits:  Charles  Citv,  Lancaster,  Frank- 
town,  Norfolk  and  Prospect. 

Hr.  Pobertson  has,  to  a marked  degree,  the  qualities  that  make  for  success  in 
a Methodist  preacher.  Lie  has  wisely  secured  a collection  of  choice  books, 
which  are  read  with  attention  and  to  advantage,  for  he  is  a student.  Few  have 
superior  acquaintance  with  our  tenets  and  our  history.  The  men  of  affairs  who 
have  been  associated  with  him  testify  to  his  business  qualifications.  He  is  a 
practical  man.  And  this  endowment  counts  much  in  a Methodist  pastor.  His 
sound  judgment  is  joined  to  aptness  for  leadership — for  “organizing  victory” — 
as  was  said  of  Carnot,  the  famous  French  war  minister.  Ilis  reports  have 
no  deficits.  There  is  a group  of  best  virtues  in  Mr.  Robertson — unflagging 
energy,  coercing  success,  punctuality,  discretion.  Much  depends  on  the  taste 
of  the  preacher,  when  new  edifices  are  projected.  The  Church  has  a valued 
officer  in  him  in  such  enterprises.  Tie  has  correct  and  exceptional  architectural 
faculty.  There  will  be  no  eyesores  in  his  parish — ugly  and  inconvenient 
churches  of  his  projecting. 

The  Church  safely  trusts  to  his  pulpit  deliverances.  He  knows  our  doc- 
trines and  expounds  them  with  clearness,  vigor  and  directness.  There  is  no 
choosing  of  a new  fad,  a delusive  marsh  light,  dancing  above  a morass.  He  is 
grounded  in  our  theology  and  ready  to  give  a reason  for  the  faith  that  is  in 
him.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  add  that  he  teaches  out  of  a heart  that  has 
tested  the  truths  lie  sets  before  men. 

The  brethren  associated  with  him  in  the  summer  campaigns  bring  away  with 
them  admiration  for  this  Christian  gentleman,  whose  bearing  honors  the  min- 
istry and  certifies  to  his  own  elevated  and  pure  career.  He  is  a true  yokefellow 
to  every  preacher  “whose  heart  is  fixed,”  whose  eye  is  single  and  whose  heart 
has  enlisted,  till  time  shall  be  no  more,  under  the  colors  of  the  Crucified.  "There 
is  a gain  to  the  high  purposes  and  spirituality  of  any  man  who  consorts  with 
Nicholas  II.  Robertson.  Asburv  would  have  hugged  him  to  his  own  strong, 
rugged  and  changeless  heart,  as  of  like  mind,  marching  to  some  call  of  duty. 

Mr.  Robertson  has  been  favored  in  his  physical  outline  and  make-up.  Ilis 
presence  fills  the  eye  and  the  standard  of  the  ancient,  priestly  regulation — a 
flawless  anatomy.  Lie  is  nearly  six  feet,  dark-brown  hair,  with  strands  of  frost, 
high  forehead,  regular  features.  He  carries  himself  as  befitting  his  position, 
with  gentle  dignity  and  easy  grace. 

In  18S8  he  made,  with  his  usual  happy  judgment,  a best  choice  of  a wife — 
Miss  Walker,  of  Lynchburg.  The  hearthstone  grows  glad  and  gladder  with  the 
prattle  of  innocent  childhood. 


REV.  MARSHALL  A.  DAVIDSON. 

Mr.  Davidson  was  born  in  Botetourt  county,  Va.,  in  the  year  1S34.  lie  is 
of  Scotch- 1 risli  parentage. 

lie  received  an  early  preparatory  education,  and  was  admitted  into  the 
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Western  Virginia  Conference  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  and,  after 
graduating  in  the  ‘‘Conference  Course,”  was  ordained  a deacon  and  then  an 
elder.  lie  has  since  traveled  extensively  through  West  Virginia,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee  and  Virginia,  where  lie  filled  acceptably  some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant stations  of  his  Conference. 

While  stationed  at  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  in  1893,  he  was  transferred  by 
Bishop  Galloway  to  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  Rap- 
pahannock Circuit,  where  he  remained  two  years;  thence  to  West  Amherst 
two  years;  thence  to  Culpeper  one  year,  tilling  two  terms  on  the  Greenesville 
Circuit,  he  was  chosen  to  care  for  Fluvanna  Circuit. 

He  was  married  in  1S62  to  Miss  Rowena  Wells,  of  Floyd  county,  Va.,  who 
still  blesses  his  home,  and  shares  his  lot  in  the  itinerancy. 

Mr.  Davidson  could  not  be  called  an  orator,  and  still  few  men  can  hold 
the  attention  of  an  audience  better  than  he.  lie  glories  in  nothing,  save  the 
Cross.  lie  preaches  Christ  and  Him  crucified.  He  is  a sound  logician,  and 
knows  the  value  of  words.  It  is  not  with  brilliant  flashes,  but  with  the  steady 
rays  of  reason  that  he  enlightens  and  convinces.  Few  hear  him  who  fail  to 
take  home  with  them  some  well-digested  thought — a sermon  in  itself.  lie 
is  not  sensational,  but  believes  that  men  should  be  reached  through  their  rea- 
son, and  this  he  does.  The  impressions  he  makes  are  not  tracks  in  sand,  but 
deep  and  lasting  ones  in  firm  ground.  He  is  a devout  Christian,  and  lives 
the  life  lie  admonishes  others  to  live,  and  adds  example  as  strong  for  good  as 
his  precept  is  to  his  ministry.  His  congregations  increase  in  numbers  under 
his  ministry,  and  the  sound  influence  of  his  life  and  work  is  manifest  in  thb 
community  where  he  labors.  He  is  a true  Methodist,  strong  in  faith,  and  a 
true  man  strong  in  character.  With  the  robust  health  with  which  he  is  blessed, 
and  with  a body  as  strong  as  his  mind,  he  promises  to  do  many  days  of  bat- 
tle, wielding  a veritable  sledge-hammer  against  sin. 

Hr.  Davidson  is  popular  with  all  classes  of  Christian  people  who  will  deeply 
regret  his  change  when  the  law  of  the  Church  make  that  necessary. 


REV.  HENRY  E.  JOHNSON,  D.  D. 

Henry  Edward  Johnson  was  horn  March  27,  1838,  in  the  county  of  Cork, 
Ireland.  When  he  was  three  years  old  his  parents  came  to  Virginia,  where 
Henry  grew  up  on  a farm.  1 1 is  education  was  very  limited,  his  mother 
being  his  only  teacher.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  converted  in  old  ('lav 
Street  Chapel,  Richmond,  Va.  He  promptly  united  with  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  in  1857  entered  the  Virginia  Conference  in  the  same  class  with 
I)rs.  Laflerty,  Lambeth,  Sledd  and  others.  In  1866,  being  stationed  within 
the  territory  ceded  to  the  Baltimore  Conference,  he  accepted  a transfer  to  that 
body,  and  some  years  later,  desiring  to  avail  himself  of  the  educational  facili- 
ties afforded  by  a permanent  residence  in  Baltimore,  he  took  charge  of  an  In- 
dependent Methodist  church  in  that  city,  where  he  spent  twelve  years.  Hav- 
ing at  the  end  of  that  time  accomplished  his  purpose,  and  wishing  to  re-enter 
the  itinerant  work,  he  visited  his  old  Conference  during  its  sessions  in  Rich- 
mond, but  found  it  so  crowded  that  he  did  not  apply.  He  continued  his  work 
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in  .Baltimore  two  years  longer,  and  then,  on  the  invitation  of  several  prominent 
ministers  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  entered  the  Erie  Conference,  and  was  for 
six  years  stationed  in  Pennsylvania;  but  his  wife’s  health  failing  her  physi- 
cian advised  immediate  return  to  a milder  climate.  The  family  came  hack 
to  the  birthplace  of  the  devoted  wife,  hut  she  only  lived  a few  months,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  sight  of  the  spot  where  she  was  horn. 

l>r.  .Johnson  was  readmitted  to  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  continues 
in  the  active  work,  being  now  stationed  at  Cumberland  Street,  Xorfolk. 

During  his  residence  in  Baltimore  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  was  con- 
ferred on  him  by  the  Eranklin  and  .Marshall  College  of  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Dr.  Johnson  has  been  used  of  God  in  many  gracious  revivals,  in  one  of 
which  more  than  four  hundred  persons  professed  faith  in  Christ,  and  three 
hundred  and  sixty-four  united  with  the  Methodist  Church.  lie  has  always 
done  his  own  preaching,  never  seeking  outside  help. 

lb,'  has  built  churches  and  parsonages  to  the  number  of  thirty-two,  always 
filling  the  place  of  architect  and  builder,  thus  saving  much  cost  to  the  flock. 

Dr.  Johnson  has  been  twice  married.  First,  to  Miss  Mattie  J.  Cook,  of  Ches- 
terfield, and,  second,  to  Mrs.  Mary  D.  Earish,  of  Powhatan. 

If  there  is  a minister  among  us  with  more  intense  vitality,  alert  enterprise, 
dominating  religious  speech,  he  is  not  known  to  the  compiler  of  these  pages. 
Dr.  Johnson  concentrates  a phenomenal  energy  to  one  purpose — the  advance  of 
the  Church  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  lie  is  of  the  pioneer  age.  His  assignment  to 
an  old,  settled,  steady  church  would  be  “an  affliction,”  as  the  phrase  is.  jSTot 
since  Paul  has  there  been  one  who  so  quickly  draws  back  from  “another  man’s 
foundation.”  He  does  not  belong  to  the  soft  soldiers,  who  crave  “things  made 
ready,”  church  out  of  debt,  nice,  new  parsonage,  decent  and  dozing  pews. 

He  has  the  gift  of  leadership.  If  he  conducts  revival  services,  his  personal 
magnetism  is  soon  felt  throughout  the  audience.  lie  is  the  master  of  assemblies. 
Opposition  succumbs.  Victory  is  assured.  He  is  a born  revivalist. 

The  evangelist  is  seldom  a man  of  affairs,  too  often  spasmodic.  Dr.  Johnson, 
in  conducting  the  secnlarities  of  the  Church,  is  methodical  and  mathematical  as 
a bridge-builder,  “lie  works  to  scale,”  while  inspiring  every  member  of  his 
parish  with  enthusiasm.  II is  practical  skill  as  architect  saves  money  and  adds 
to  the  value  of  the  many  churches  he  has  supervised,  not  to  say  partly  built. 

A stranger  in  the  pew  hearing  a sermon  of  seasoned  thought,  enriched  by 
culture,  delivered  with  oratorical  grace  and  plunging  powers  of  a virile  mind, 
would  little  judge  that  the  eloquent  scholar  could  improve  drawings  and  handle 
a tool  with  the  quick  accuracy  of  a veteran  artisan  or  the  pencil  of  a trained 
draughtsman. 

In  the  bosom  of  this  victorious  man  of  God  is  the  diamond  virtue  of  moral 
heroism.  The  fortitude  of  the  soul,  in  contending  for  best  things  against  con- 
federated wrong,  brought  out  the  holy  grit  native  to  the  character.  He  carries 
sears,  but  each  cicatriced  seam  is  a badge  of  honor  and  bravery.  The  Captain 
of  our  Salvation  was  marred  more  than  any  man  by  evil  hands  and  evil  tongues. 
It  is  ever  thus. 


' 


REV.  JUNIUS  B.  1XBERRY. 


SKETCHES  AND  PORTRAITS  OF  THE  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. 


263 


HEV.  JUNIUS  B.  DeBEKRY. 

The  bustlings  and  battles  of  the  late  war,  in  which  DeBerry  was  a soldier 
from  first  to  last,  never  vitiated  the  innate  principles  of  the  modest  and  brave 
gentleman.  He  was  not  a Christian,  but  he  bore  himself  with  simple  dignity 
in  the  rugged  path  of  duty  in  camp,  on  the  field  and  in  the  prison,  lie  has  that 
unostentatious  worth  that  so  often  adorns,  with  its  rare  and  sober  virtue,  the 
North  Carolinian  in  public  life.  While  DeBerry  is  saying,  “I  am  less  than 
least  of  all  saints,”  his  brethren  hold  in  just  honor  the  unstained  Christian  life, 
the  unstinted  labor  and  the  rich  fruits  of  their  comrade  in  Christ.  Ilis  quiet 
virtues  and  earnest  zeal  remind  us  of  the  saintly  qualities  of  the  holy  men  in 
mediaeval  times,  whom  the  Church  has  worthily  honored  by  praise.  He  is  a 
living  witness  to  Christ. 

lie  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Frances  Ann  DeBerry,  and  was  born  in  North- 
ampton county,  North  Carolina,  November  20,  1834.  His  mother  is  a native  of 
Southampton  county,  Virginia.  He  went  through  the  full  course  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina. 

lie  entered  the  war  as  a private,  was  promoted  to  a captaincy,  captured  at  the 
last  charge  at  Chancellorsville,  exchanged  in  two  weeks  or  more,  captured  with 
the  whole  of  Hoke’s  Brigade  in  1863,  and  remained  a prisoner  till  the  end  of  the 
war.  lie  spent  a quiet  life  on  a farm,  married  Miss  Bryant  in  1868,  and  taught 
till  he  became  an  itinerant.  He  was  a seeker  in  1871,  converted  in  1872,  joined 
our  communion  at  once,  became  local  preacher,  exercised  his-gifts  for  four  years, 
and  admitted  into  Conference  in  1876.  He  served  Richmond  Circuit,  in  North- 
ern Neck;  then  Currituck,  Lancaster,  King  George,  Bedford,  Prince  George, 
Currituck,  Isle  of  Wight,  Prince  George,  West  Brunswick,  and  is  now  serving 
bis  first  year  on  Nottoway  Circuit. 

Mr.  DeBerry  Inst  his  estimable  wife,  and  is  now  married  to  the  daughter  of 
the  late  Rev.  Alfred  Wiles — a lady  well  adapted  to  advance  a minister  in  the 
holy  vocation. 


REV.  JOHN  HANNON,  D.  D. 

Probably  no  name  is  more  familiar  to  Virginia  Methodists  than  “John 
Hannon,”  made  so  by  his  unceasing  activity  in  the  sacred  work  to  which  he  has 
been  called.  Were  he  a wheel  he  would  wear  off  the  rim,  then  revolve  on  the 
spokes  until  the  last  one  was  worn  to  the  hub,  and  then  run  on  the  hub.  In 
temperament  he  is  a cross  between  the  sanguine  and  the  nervous — sanguine  in  the 
head  and  heart  and  nervous  in  the  feet.  He  could  never  “mark  time”  ex- 
cept on  the  double  quick,  lie  is  one  of  God’s  peculiar  people.  Ilis  cranium 
is  a department  store,  filled  to  the  roof  with  the  best  productions  from  the  best 
mills.  Like  the  Methodist  fathers,  In4  wears  his  pantaloons  out  at  the  knees. 
He  is  at  home  in  any  pulpit  except  a box.  If  the  old-fashioned  box-pulpits 
were  in  vogue,  John  Hannon,  could  never  have  been  a preacher.  In  his  ser- 
mons he  takes  such  license  with  the  English  language  as  will  best  suit  the 
thought  he  is  driving  home.  Utter  disregard  of  self,  and  an  absorbing  deter- 
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niination  to  impress  upon  every  hearer  some  pungent  and  vital  truth,  charac- 
terize his  pulpit  work,  lie  works  oil  his  exhaust  steam  in  pastoral  duties,  "al- 
ways finding  enough  of  them  for  the  purpose.  lie  is  wise  in  winning  and  feed- 
ing souls,  and  puts  liis  fodder  in  the  rack  where  the  lambs  can  reach  it. 

John  Hannon  was  born  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  November  8,  1845;  was  taught 
in  liie  private  schools  in  that  city  until  1862,  when  he  entered  the  University 
of  Alabama  as  a cadet.  In  the  autumn  of  1868  lie  entered  the  Confederate 
army  as  .sergeant-major  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Alabama  battalion,  Hannon’s 
Brigade  of  \\  heeler's  cavalry.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  became  book-keeper 
in  the  banking-house  of  Micou  dv  Morgan.  After  two  years  of  commercial  life, 
lie  entered  Randolph-Mncon  College,  then  under  the  presidency  of  the  great 
divine,  Rev.  Janies  A.  Duncan,  I).  1).  After  three  years  in  the  same  class  with 
the  ( ’hancellor,  Dr.  W.  \Y.  Smith,  Hannon  took  his  A.  M.  degree,  and  joined  the 
Virginia  Conference.  He  served  one  year  at  Culpeper  Station,  then  was  sent 
to  Baltimore,  where  he  remained  four  years.  lie  was  then  transferred  to  New 
Orleans,  where  he  succeeded  Dr.  M unsoy  as  pastor  of  St.  Charles  Avenue 
church.  There  he  caught  the  attentions  of  the  people,  yellow  fever  and  malaria. 
Returning  to  Virginia,  shattered  in  health,  he  was  appointed  to  Hark  Place 
church,  this  city,  serving  four  years.  While  at  this  charge  the  University  of 
Alabama  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  From  Park  Place 
he  went  to  Memorial  church,  Lynchburg. 

In  1877  he  was  transferred  to  the  Pacific  Conference,  against  the  protest  of 
many  friends,  and  served  his  Church  four  years  in  San  Francisco,  four  years 
in  San  .lose,  three  years  in  Ukiali,  and  two  years  in  Alameda,  an  appointment 
just  across  the  hay  from  San  Francisco.  It  was  while  in  San  Jose,  in  1808, 
he  brought  an  active  partner  into  his  work  bv  marrying  Miss  Lucy  Ilaile,  at 
1 hat  time  studying  at  the  great  Stanford  University. 

At  the  last  session  of  our  Conference  (1000)  he  was  received  by  transfer  from 
the  Pacific  Conference,  and  was  warmly  welcomed  by  a host  of  friends,  clerical 
and  lay.  Pi-Imp  Duncan  appointed  him  to  Union  Station  church,  Richmond, 
where  he  and  his  wife  have  met  with  a very  enthusiastic  reception. 


REV.  SAMUEL  A.  STEEL,  1).  lJ. 

Mr.  Steel  was  born  on  October  5,  1840,  on  a farm  near  Grenada,  Mississippi. 
His  father  was  a member  of  the  Memphis  Conference  when  it  embraced  all  of 
West,  Tennessee  and  the  northern  half  of  Mississippi,  so  that  young  Samuel  was 
early  initiated  into  the  itinerancy.  About,  the  beginning  of  the  war  his  father 
located  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Desoto  county,  Miss.  Here  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  lived  until  he  was  grown,  toiling  hard  at  farm  work,  and  deprived  by 
the  chaotic  state  of  society  of  the  privilege  of  school.  His  father’s  small  but 
excellent  library,  however,  furnished  him  with  good  books,  and  tin  inborn  desire 
to  learn  stimulated  study.  A refined  and  cultivated  Christian  home,  and  plenty 
of  hard  work,  in  heroic  times  that  tested  the  metal  of  every  life,  were  his 
early  advantages.  At  length  he  reached  Emory  and  Henry  College,  in  Virginia, 
where  he  spent  two  years  under  such  men  as  President  E.  E.  Wiley,  Dr.  John 
L.  Buchanan,  Dr.  Edward  Longlev,  and  Dr.  ( '.  E.  Vawfer,  till  of  whom  became 
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his  friends.  Largely  through  their  influence,  while  he  was  still  an  undergrad- 
uate, he  was  elected  Chaplain  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  a position  he  tilled 
for  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  at  the  University,  he  was  engaged 
to  supply  the  pulpit  of  Broad  Street  church  in  Richmond  until  Conference,  it 
being  left  vacant  by  the  election  of  its  pastor,  Rev.  John  C.  Granbery,  D.  D.,  to 
a professorship  in  Vanderbilt  University.  During  his  chaplaincy  at  the  Uni- 
versity, Air.  Steel  was  happily  married  to  AFiss  Alary  Burns,  of  Petersburg, 
Va.  For  thirteen  years  she  was  his  loving  and  faithful  wife,  to  whose  inspira- 
tion and  help  he  attributed  his  success  in  all  his  undertakings  while  she  lived. 

Air.  Steel  was  admitted  on  trial  in  the  Virginia  Conference  at  its  session  in 
Danville  in  1875,  and  served  for  three  years  at  Broad  Street  church.  A situa- 
tion in  Alississippi  demanded  his  return  there,  according  to  the  judgment  of 
Bishop  Paine,  and  he  was  transferred  in  1878  and  stationed  at  Columbus.  He 
remained  there  four  years,  when  Bishop  AlcTyeire  transferred  him  to  Alempliis, 
and  appointed  him  to  the  First  church.  He  remained  there  four  years,  and  it 
was  under  his  pastorate  that  the  new  and  magnificent  stone  church  was  planned 
and  partially  begun.  At  the  close  of  his  pastorate  in  Alempliis  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Louisville,  Ivy.,  and  stationed  at  Walnut  Street  church.  Dr.  Steel — - 
for  lie  had  received  the  honorary  degree  of  D.  D.  from  Emory  College,  Georgia, 
while  living  in  Alempliis — remained  two  years  in  Louisville.  During  this  time 
lie  was  appointed  by  the  Bishops  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
Fraternal  Messenger  to  the  General  Conference  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  which  met  in  X ew  Arork  city  in  1888.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he  was 
transferred  by  Bishop  Hendrix  to  Kansas  City,  and  appointed  to  Walnut  Street 
church  there.  He  remained  in  Kansas  City  only  one  year,  and  was  recalled 
to  Tennessee  by  Bishop  Keener  and  appointed  to  AIcKendree  church  in  Hash- 
ville.  In  this  metropolitan  church  of  Southern  Alethodism  he  remained  four 
years.  His  next  appointment  was  West  End,  Xashville.  He  was  taken  from 
the  pastorate  there  by  his  election  to  the  office  of  General  Secretary  of  the  Ep- 
worth  League  and  editor  of  the  Epworth  Era  at  the  General  Conference,  held 
in  Alempliis  in  1801.  As  General  Secretary  of  the  Epworth  League,  he  traveled 
extensively  over  the  Church  in  its  interests,  and  gave  general  satisfaction.  But 
he  Avas  too  independent  and  outspoken  in  his  editorial  management  of  the 
Epworth  Era  to  suit  the  authorities,  and  Avas  brought  to  trial  by  the  Book  Com- 
mittee on  the  technical  charge  of  “incompetency.”  He  Avas  neither  acquitted 
nor  condemned,  but  a compromise  Avas  ejected  by  Avhich  he  Avas  retained  in  the 
office  until  the  General  Conference  met  in  1898.  After  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Conference  Dr.  Steel  Avas  left  Avithout  an  appointment  until  the  fall  of 
1899,  Avlicn  lie  Avas  transferred  back  to  the  Virginia  Conference  and  Avas  sta- 
tioned at  Centenary,  Richmond.  He  remained  there  one  year,  and  is  iioav  pastor 
of  Alarket  Street  church,  Petersburg. 

Dr.  Steel  has  been  ttvice  married — first,  to  Aliss  Alary  Susan  Burns,  of 
Petersburg,  Va.,  and  last  to  Aliss  Ella  Battle  Brevard,  of  Union  City,  Tenn. 
By  tin*  first  marriage  four  children  Avere  born,  three  of  Avhom  survive;  and 
there  are  three  by  the  second  marriage.  Outside  of  his  pastoral  Avork,  Dr.  Steel 
has  done  a good  deal  of  lecturing  and  Avritten  several  little  booklets — “On  the 
Wing,”  “En  Route,”  and  “On  the  Rail” — racy  descriptions  of  his  travels  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  Pacific. 
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REV.  ALEXANDER  COKE  SMITH,  D.  D. 

lie  is  most  widely  known  as  Coke  Smith,  with  A.  in  front  if  the  name  be 
written,  lie  gets  too  close  to  onr  hearts  to  be  called  by  so  long  and  stately  a 
name  as  Alexander,  lie  is  everybody’s  friend.  There  is  no  lack  of  respect; 
he  possesses  a dignity  which  needs  not  guarding;  but  respect  warms  into  trust 
and  love  at  the  sight  of  his  face,  the  sound  of  his  voice,  the  touch  of  his  hand. 
Protestants  and  Catholics,  Christians  and  Jews,  white  and  colored,  young  and 
old,  smile  and  brighten  at  the  approach  of  this  man  with  the  large,  brotherly 
heart. 

lie  is  a son  of  South  Carolina.  There  he  was  born,  reared,  edu- 
cated ; lie  married  one  of  her  daughters  and  lived  forty-one  years  in 
the  Palmetto  State.  September  10,  1849,  was  his  birthday;  Sumter 

his  county  (then  called  district).  His  father,  \V.  II.  Smith,  was  a local 

preacher.  II  is  memory  goes  not  back  to  the  time  when  he  did  not  prav  and 
desire  to  be  a Christian.  He  is  sure  that  he  was  one  in  his  early  childhood;  and 
there  has  been  no  break.  When  eleven  years  old  he  became  a Church  member 
by  personal  vows  and  confession  of  Christ.  At  sixteen  he  came  into  a larger 
conscious  experience  of  grace.  Soon  thereafter  he  felt  a call  of  God  to  preach. 
I'or  two  years  he  kept  silent;  but  then  having  settled  the  question,  he  informed 
his  parents.  They  wisely  began  at  once  to  plan  for  his  collegiate  education. 

The1  first,  the  most  efficient  schooling  and  culture  had  already  been  received  in 

that  godly  home.  The  war  interrupted  his  preparation  and  crippled  his  father’s 
finances.  But  “where  there’s  a will,  there’s  a way;”  so  Coke  was  matriculated 
at  Wolford  in  18GS  and  graduated  four  years  later. 

He  entered  the  South  Carolina  Conference  December,  1872,  and  continued 
in  it  twenty  years.  He  was  stationed  one  year  at  Cheraw ; three  years  at  Wash- 
ington Street,  Columbia;  four  years  at  Buncombe  Street,  Greenville;  three 
years  at  Trinity,  Charleston.  Two  and  a half  years  he  served  as  Presiding 
Elder  of  the  Columbia  District.  June,  1806,  he  was  elected  Professor  of  Men- 
tal and  Moral  Philosophy  in  Wofford  College,  and  held  that  office  until  the 
General  Conference  of  1890  elected  him  one  of  the  (Missionary  Secretaries. 
This  position  he  resigned  in  July,  and  accepted  the  Chair  of  Practical  Theology 
in  Vanderbilt  University. 

A vacancy  having  occurred  in  the  pastorate  of  Granby  Street  Station,  Nor- 
folk, Ya.,  he  was  transferred  in  May,  1892,  to  the  Virginia  Conference,  and 
put  in  charge  of  that  church.  During  his  pastoral  term  there  was  erected  by 
his  people  the  elegant  and  commodious  stone  church,  well  known  by  the  name 
of  Epworth.  In  189f>  he  was  appointed  to  Court  Street,  Lynchburg,  and  in 
1899  returned  to  Epworth,  where  he  is  now  serving. 

The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  on  him  in  1SS7  by  Erskine 
College  of  the  Associate  Reform  Presbyterian  Church.  Thrice  he  has 
sat  in  the  General  Conference — in  1890  as  chairman  of  the  South  Carolina 
delegat  i on,  in  1894  and  1898  as  a delegate  of  the  Virginia  Conference. 
He  is  a trustee  of  Randolph-Macon  College,  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion of  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  a member  of  the  General  Board  of  Mis- 
sions. In  1890  he  was  chosen  by  the  College  of  Bishops  as  the  Fraternal  Dele- 
gate from  our  Church  to  the  Methodist  Church  in  Canada. 

December  29,  1900,  there  was  celebrated  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
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marriage  of  A.  Coke  Smith  and  Miss  Kate  Kinard,  of  Newberry,  S.  C.  Many 
and  hearty  were  the  congratulations.  For  a quarter  of  a century  Mrs.  Smith 
has  been  a mighty  factor,  not  only  in  the  personal  happiness  of  her  distinguished 
husband,  but  also  in  the  popularity  and  success  of  his  ministry.  A blessed  home 
is  theirs — father,  mother  and  large  group  of  children  of  one  mind  and  heart 
and  aim.  Xot  without  the  discipline  of  sorrow.  IIow  sharp  was  the  grief 
when  a few  years  ago  they  gave  up  that  bright,  noble  boy,  though  it  was  to  our 
Father’s  house  of  many  mansions  ! 

In  pulpit  and  on  platform  Dr.  Smith  is  a favorite  with  all  classes.  It  is  a 
delight  to  hear  him.  You  look  and  listen  with  perfect  content.  There  is  no 
painful  sympathy,  as  if  he  were  struggling  to  bring  out  his  thoughts;  no  solici- 
tude lest  he  should  fail.  The  excellence  of  the  discourse  in  matter  and  expres- 
sion  is  the  only  hint  that  he  spent  any  labor  on  the  preparation.  Preaching 
seems  to  be  to  him  as  simple  and  spontaneous  as  talking  to  home  folks.  The 
style  is  limpid  and  flowing,  the  gestures  natural  and  graceful,  the  tones  mellow 
and  unstrained.  He  instructs;  stirs  thought,  is  deeply  interesting;  attention  does 
not  Hag.  Put  he  has  also  skill  to  find  and  touch  the  heart-strings,  and  they  re- 
spond. ’The  personality  of  the  speaker  mingles  with  what  he  says — the  charm 
of  a sincere,  genial,  loving  soul. 

Dr.  Smith  is  the  center  of  attraction  in  the  social  circle.  He  does  not  seek 
to  monopolize  attention,  but  is  a good  listener,  lie  is  cheerful,  appreciative, 
sympathetic  and  abundant  in  humor.  He  takes  kindly,  hopeful  views.  He  is 
sane,  thoughtful,  well-balanced,  lie  illumines  and  applies  whatever  is  under 
discussion  by  means  of  the  best  story  told  in  the  most  admirable  way. 

Of  course,  he  excels  as  a pastor.  He  always  gets  a warm  welcome.  He  car- 
ries sunshine  wherever  he  goes;  or  if  the  hearts  be  sad  and  sore,  he  shows  a 
In-other’s  sympathy,  and  tells  of  the  balm  of  Gilead.  There  is  nothing  like  love 
to  win  love. 


KEY.  J.  W.  SEWELL  ROBINS. 

lie  is  a brother  of  the  late  Rev.  W.  F.  Robins,  of  the  Conference;  was  born 
and  reared  in  Accomac ; converted  in  his  fourteenth  year  (1807),  and  entered 
the  Church.  The  call  to  the  ministry  was  acknowledged  soon  after  conversion, 
but  the  want  of  proper  preparation  made  the  conviction  of  duty  a sore  grief.  At 
his  majority  he  set  out  for  the  College  at  Ashland,  beginning  in  September, 
1*7-1,  and  remaining  until  the  end  of  the  session  in  dune,  1875.  The  claims 
at  home  kept  him  busy  until  the  fall  of  1870.  He  was,  in  the  meanwhile,  li- 
censed, and  exercised  his  gifts  on  the  Atlantic  Circuit.  He  returned  to  the 
( Allege  and  was  a student  for  one  year.  He  assisted  on  the  South  Norfolk  Cir- 
cuit during  the  summer,  lie  entered  the  Conference  in  November,  1877,  and 
was  sent  to  South  Dorchester.  He  has  in  the  decades  gone  by  wrought  well 
for  God  and  Methodism. 

lie  is  fortv-six  years  of  age,  five  feet  eight  inches  high,  and  weighs  two  hun- 
dred and  odd  pounds.  His  complexion  is  fair,  eyes  gray  and  hair  a dark  brown. 
lh1  is  regarded  by  his  brethren  as  the  most  perfect  specimen  of  health  in  the 
Virginia  Conference.  In  the  strong,  stout  frame  there  is  a vigorous  intellect. 
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lie  excels  liotli  in  tlie  ] m 1 j >i t and  in  conducting'  the  business  of  the  Church.  He 
is  an  eloquent  preacher.  lie  has  a powerful,  flexible,  rich  voice.  In  argument, 
he  is  able  and  convincing.  He  builds  elegant  churches  and  lengthens  the  roll 
oi  members.  The  picture  would  be  incomplete  if  the  writer  were  not  to  add 
that  Sewell  is  wonderfully  gifted  in  song. 

He  is  a delightful  companion.  1 1 is  noble  and  genial  soul  has  a good  counter- 
part in  his  robust  and  handsome  person. 

He  is  not  a bachelor;  and  then1  is  no  surprise.  Who  could  have  refused  our 
superb  comrade  ( 


KEY.  JOHN  0.  CALHOUN  NEWTON,  M.  A.,  D.  D. 

Hr.  Newton  was  horn  May  25,  ISIS,  in  Anderson  county,  S.  C.  lie  is  a son 
of  Methodist  ancestors  to  the  fourth  generation,  and  descended  from  the  New- 
tons of  Caroline  and  Westmoreland  counties,  Ya.  Having  seen  service  as  a sol- 
dier while  a lad  during  the  last  year  of  our  civil  conflict,  he  was  after  the  close 
of  the  war  a student  in  Thalian  Academy,  a famous  school  in  upper  South  Caro- 
lina, kcqit  by  a Presbyterian  minister,  the  Rev.  d.  behind  Kennedy,  At.  A. 

In  lMi'.i  he  entered  the  Kentucky  Wesleyan  College,  Millersburg,  Ivy.,  but  in 
1n7h  attended  the  Kentucky  Military  Institute,  then  a flourishing  institute, 
modelled  after  West  Point,  and  located  near  Frankfort,  and  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Colonel  R.  T.  P.  Allen,  an  old  West  Pointer. 

Taking  the  full  classical  course,  besides  mathematics,  modern  languages,  etc:, 
he  was  graduated  in  1 s74  at  the  head  of  his  class,  Ins  average  class  grade  for  the 
four  years  being  d!h  He  had  the  honor  of  being  reported  to  the  Governor  as 
■‘first  distinguished  cadet.” 

lu  the  autumn  after  graduation,  he  was  received  on  trial  in  the  Kentucky 
Conference,  and  for  ten  years  was  assigned  work  in  circuit,  station  and  profes- 
sor's chair  of  college.  Afterwards,  for  three  years,  he  pursued  studies  as  a 
graduate  student  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  in  the  Department  of  Insti- 
tutional History,  including  Ecclesiastical  History,  Psychology,  and  Ethics  and 
Philosophy. 

After  laboring  for  a short  while  in  the  Baltimore  Conference,  he  was  sent, 
in  lsss,  to  .Japan  by  bishop  Wilson  to  take  charge  of  the  theological  training 
of  our  young  men  preparing  for  the  ministry  in  that  field. 

After  nine  years,  he  was  compelled,  on  account  of  failing  health  of  himself 
and  wife,  to  give  up  his  much-loved  work  in  Japan.  At  Petersburg,  in  1890, 
he  was  transferred  to  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  appointed  to  Ebenezer 
church,  iu  the  village  of  Crittenden,  in  Nansemond  county. 

Directly  after  graduation,  Mr.  Newton  was  married  to  Miss  Lottie  E.  Day, 
of  South  Carolina.  She  was  of  good  Presbyterian  stock,  but  in  all  her  husband’s 
work  and  travels  has  been  a true  Methodist  preacher's  wife.  The  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  by  Wofford  College,  South  Carolina,  while  he 
was  in  J apan. 

Dr.  Newton  has  occasionally  contributed  articles  to  the  periodicals  of  our 
Church.  Two  articles  on  Greek  Philosophy  and  Christianity  were  published,  in 
the  Quarterly  Review  while  Dr.  Hinton  was  editor,  attracting  favorable  notice. 
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A booklet  of  3 00  pages  on  the  ‘‘New  South”  grew  out  of  his  connection  with 
Johns  Hopkins,  lie  lias  also  written  for  the  Board  of  Missions  pamphlets  on 
mission  education — one  for  Japan  and  one  for  China.  II is  latest  work  is  a 
volume  of  432  pages,  entitled  "Japan:  The  Country,  Court  and  People.”  This 
work  is  the  first  history  of  a foreign  people  by  a Southern  writer,  and  it  is  grati- 
fying to  know  that  it  has  been  highly  commended  by  a large  number  of  journals, 
both  religious  and  secular,  North  and  South,  and  nowhere  more  highly  than  in 
J a pan. 

The  American,  with  bis  salubrious,  new  and  clean  country,  cannot  conceive 
of  the  prolonged,  moist,  penetrating  heat  of  Asia;  the  nauseating  odors,  nor  the 
vile  condition  of  the  crowded  cities,  with  no  effort  at  cleanliness.  The  mission- 
ary easily  falls  victim  to  the  climate  and  the  germs  that  breed  and  riot  in  the 
steaming  air  and  the  hot  ooze,  the  fermenting  of  tilth.  The  East  is  the  grave- 
yard of  devoted  women.  There  is  an  unwritten  volume  which  could  tell  of 
robust  men  smitten  of  the  viewless  venom  distilled  out  of  the  muck  of  the 
nastiness  of  ages;  the  sewerage  of  cities  soaking  in  the  soil  until  every  inch 
of  the  earth  is  a cesspool  weltering  in  the  torrid  sun.  The  miasmatic  mist  rising 
out  the  malarial  mud  and  deltas  of  sluggish  rivers,  assail  and  destroy  the  men 
from  the  Western  Continent.  These  are  unrecorded  heroes.  It  is  under  these 
conditions  our  pioneers  preach  to  the  stolid  people  of  the  Orient.  It  is  not  a 
surprise  that  disease  disables  and  drives  out  the  missionary. 

Dr.  Newton  was  hinder, ed  by  bad  health.  Ibis  wife  was  made  an  invalid. 
We  shall  have  the  advantage  of  his  experience,  training  and  courage.  lie  can 
but  interest,  edify  and  inspire  our  Church.  The  reception  given  him  in  Vir- 
ginia has  touched  him.  His  genial  manner  must  win  a large  and  appreciative 
circle  of  friends.  The  quiet  courtesy  in  his  intercourse  tells  that  he  has  not  lost 
in  the  Orient  the  behavior  native  to  Carolina.  His  learning,  passing  through 
the  alembic  of  an  earnest  soul,  is  clarified  of  all  conceit.  To  teach  the  simplicity 
of  the  Gospel  is  bis  aim.  lie  exchanged  a college  chair  for  a small  circuit 
without  protest,  and  was  charmed  bv  this  Methodist  parish,  though  limited  in 
numbers.  II<*  is  now  the  pastor  of  Owens  Memorial. 


REV.  JOSEPH  R.  GRIFFITH. 

Mr.  Griffith  was  born  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  is  now  about  sixty 
years  old.  He  was  reared  in  King  and  Queen  county  by  bis  grandmother, 
M rs.  Hundley,  both  of  bis  parents  dying  before  be  was  thirty  days  old.  He  was 
educated  at  Fleetwood  Academy  and  at  Randolph-Macon  College.  He  gradu- 
ated with  distinction  in  several  schools  of  this  college,  and  would  have  taken  a 
degree  but  for  the  war. 

In  1X02  be  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  T.  Evans,  a most  lovely  woman,  who 
died  in  Oxford,  N.  ( '.,  in  1873,  during  the  pastorate  of  her  husband. 

In  1803  he  was  elected  President  of  Carolina  Female  College,  of  Anson 
county,  N.  C.,  where  he  conducted  a very  successful  school  until  180G,  when 
he  was  elected  President  of  Davenport  Female  College.  He  joined  the  South 
Carolina  Conference  this  year,  and  his  first  two  appointments  were  to  the  presi- 
dency o I Davenport  Female  College.  In  1808  lie  resigned  the  presidency,  giv- 
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ing  himself  wholly  to  the  itinerant  work,  ami  was  stationed  in  Marion,  1ST . C., 
two  years.  In  is 70  this  part  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference  was  transferred 
to  tin'  North  Carolina  Conference,  and  lie  was  stationed  two  years  at  Goldsboro 
one  of  the  best  appointments  in  his  new  Conference.  The  next  three  years  lie 
spent  on  the  Granville  Circuit;  the  next  four  on  the  Warren  Circuit.  In  1S79 
his  appointment  was  Toism.it  Circuit;  in  IS, SO  he  was  returned  to  Warren  Cir- 
cuit. In  1 SNiC’s:]  he  traveled  RidgGway  Circuit;  in  lSST-’85,  Person  Circuit, 
and  in  issti  he*  was  stationed  at  ( 'Impel  Hill,  the  seat  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina.  In  1SS7  he  was  transferred  to  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  was 
sent  to  Rappahannock  Circuit;  in  1.S89,  to  Amelia  Circuit;  1891,  ITanover; 
1892,  Chesterfield;  1 893,  Pungoteague ; 1897,  On  ley ; 1900,  Norfolk  Circuit. 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  at  Randolph-Macon  in  1859;  was  ordained  deacon 
by  Bishop  Pierce,  in  Ilroad  Street,  Richmond,  in  1803,  and  elder  by  Bishop 
Pierce,  in  1870,  at  Greensboro,  N.  C.  He  was  married  the  second  time  at  Ox- 
ford, N.  ( in  IM.'i,  to  Miss  Marv  S.  Blackwell,  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
charming  persons  ever  reared  in  that  town,  so  famous  for  its  accomplished  and 
beautiful  women. 

Such  is  the  brief  sketch  of  this  good  man,  as  true  and  chivalrous  a knight  as 
ever  drew  a sword  in  the  arena  of  Christian  warfare.  lie  has  always  been  a 
man  of  results.  More  than  three  hundred  persons  were  brought  into  the 
Church  by  his  ministry  on  the  Granville  Circuit  and  well-nigh  as  many  on  the 
Warren  Circuit.  Nearly  every  circuit  he  has  traveled  has  been  divided  into 
two  or  more  good  pastoral  charges.  His  course  as  an  itinerant  may  he  tracked 
by  new  parsonages  and  churches.  .V  man  of  profound  convictions,  of  genuine 
religious  experience,  of  wonderful  insight  into  the  word  of  God,  he  has  had  but 
few  equals  as  a pastor  or  as  a preacher,  lie  could  fill  any  station  within  the 
gift  of  the  ( 'lmrch,  but  his  modesty  and  great  aversion  to  prominence  have  put 
him  behind  men  who  have  not  half  his  ability.  Men  like  J.  R.  Griffith  fill  the 
world  with  the  light  of  a great  hope,  and  to  have  known  them  is  itself  a religion. 
Converted  to  God  in  his  sixteenth  year,  he  has  given  thirty  odd  years  of  hard, 
honest  work  to  the  ( 'lmrch,  and  still  "his  bow  abides  in  strength.” 


REV.  S.  HARVEY  JOHNSON. 

lie  is  the  son  of  a Methodist  preacher  of  honored  memory  and  long  service  in 
the  Conference,  Blassingame  II.  Johnson.  Harvey  Johnson  was  born  near  Han- 
over Courthouse,  October  8,  185J.  His  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Wingfield. 
She  died  when  he  was  but  nine  days  old.  A few  hours  before  her  death  she 
gave  him  to  God,  praying  that  he  might  he  a preacher.  When  the  child  was  two 
or  three  years  old  it  fell  sick,  and  the  physicians  said  there  was  no  hope.  The 
father  retired  to  his  room  and  prayed  that  the  infant  might  live,  dedicating  it 
to  the  Lord,  as  its  mother  had  done.  While  on  his  knees  he  received  assurance 
his  prayers  were  heard  and  would  he  answered.  Returning  to  the  sick-room,  he 
told  tin*  physicians  it  would  recover.  They  said,  in  reply,  “If  it  gets  well,  it 
will  be  a miracle.”  lb*  firmly  believed  the  boy  would  grow  to  man’s  estate  and 
become  a minister. 

lie  was  converted  August  18,  1899,  at  a meeting  conducted  by  his  father, 
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assisted  by  I lev.  Nat.  Thomas,  at  Sardis,  Mecklenburg  county.  II  is  first  lead- 
ings toward  the  ministry  were  in  1871.  He  resisted.  He  moved  away  from 
Mecklenburg  to  rid  his  mind  of  the  convictions.  This  was  in  1875.  The  call 
was  louder  and  threatening — preach,  or  woe.  lie  says  the  sufferings  from  1871 
to  1870,  while  he  hesitated,  were  fearful. 

lie  was  licensed  at  a Quarterly  Conference  at  Shady  Grove,  Hanover,  in 
1870,  and  attempted  to  preach  in  October  of  the  same  year.  lie  was  received 
on  final  in  November,  1870,  and  sent  as  a helper  to  Gates  Circuit,  North  Caro- 
lina, hut  in  September,  1877,  he  was  removed  to  Hertford  Circuit  by  the  elder. 
At  the  Conference  of  1877  he  was  assigned  to  Bertie  Circuit;  in  1878.  or- 
dained deacon  and  sent  to  Gloucester  as  junior  preacher;  next,  West  Goochland; 
West  Lunenburg;  transferred  to  West  Virginia  Conference  and  sent  to  Greene 
Circuit,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1883;  retransferred  and  put  in  charge  of  New 
Kent  in  1.880,  remaining  four  years;  South  Chesterfield,  two  years;  Charlotte, 
one  year;  Middle  Bedford,  two;  Appomattox,  two;  he  is  finishing  a full  term  on 
Pittsylvania. 

He  attended  different  schools,  and  Ilandolph-Macon  for  a short  time.  Mr. 
-Johnson  has  superior  mental  endowment,  and  is  remarkable  for  his  sound  sense 
in  exposition,  his  discretion  and  deep  devotion  to  his  calling. 

In  November,  1892,  lie  was  married  to  Lulu  O.  Dahl,  daughter  of  IT.  F.  and 
Lucy  N.  Dahl,  of  Chesterfield  county,  Ya. 


EEV.  JOHN  W.  CARROLL. 

Mr.  Carroll  is  over  six  feet  in  height,  about  two  hundred  avoirdupois,  well- 
shaped  head,  clean-cut,  expressive  features,  steady  eye,  mercurial  temperament, 
quick  in  action.  He  will  strike  any  one  as  possessing  many  physical  qualities 
favorable  to  success  in  the  ministry.  His  presence  is  imposing,  commanding. 
His  mind  is  vigorous,  realistic  in  type,  well  trained,  and  in  depth  and  range  of 
thought  constantly  advancing;  does  not  indulge  in  mystical  speculation,  but  in 
the  marrow  and  fatness  of  the  Gospel,  and  aims  at  immediate  results.  If  such 
a thing  is  possible,  his  spiritual  fervor  is  up  to  incandescence  all  the  time.  His 
zeal  knows  no  abatement.  Like  a good  sportsman,  he  is  always  ready  to  shoot. 
If  any  man  in  the  Conference  can  truthfully  say,  “The  zeal  of  Thine  house 
hath  eaten  me  up,”  surely  it  is  he.  After  years  of  intimate  acquaintance,  we 
can  truly  say  we  have  known  no  man  who  excels  him  in  self-denying  consecra- 
tion to  the  work  of  the  Master. 

He  shows  a willingness  to  take  long,  weary  rides  in  the  saddle,  over  dusty  or 
muddy  roads,  over  plain  or  mountain,  in  order  that  he  may  teach  others  the 
"narrow  way  that  leads  to  eternal  life;”  to  live  on  simple  fare,  in  order  that  he 
may  feed  others  on  “the  bread  that  cometli  down  from  heaven;”  to  dress  in  com- 
mon apparel,  that  he  may  hold  up  to  the  admiration  of  others  the  white  robes 
of  the  saints;  to  live  in  an  unpretending  house,  that  he  may  point  others  to 
mansions  “not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  1 lie  heavens;”  to  be  poor,  in  order 
that  he  may  make  others  rich — rich  in  character,  rich  in  destiny.  lie  would 
drop  any  other  business  on  earth,  that  he  might  head  off  a sinner  on  his  way  to 
hell.  Ilis  Presiding  Elder,  at  Conference  in  Danville,,  in  1887,  brought  a com- 
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plaint  against  him — and  for  what?  For  something  that  few  men  are  ever 
charged  with,  viz.:  working  too  hard.  His  success  in  revivals,  the  number  of 
souls  converted,  churches  1 milt,  moneys  raised  for  the  cause  of  Christ  designate 
him  as  one  of  the  foremost  workers  in  the  Master's  vineyard,  lie  led  his  dis- 
trict in  the  number  of  conversions — over  two  hundred — and  holds  on  to  his 
converts  after  he  once  gets  them.  Wherever  he  labors  all  departments  of  the 
work  prosper.  What  a pioneer  in  earlier  times  he  would  have  made!  lie  is 
not,  and  cannot  be,  satisfied  unless  the  cause  of  Christ  is  prospering  under  his 
labors.  A thousand  such  men  would  capture  a continent.  They  would  be  in- 
vincible. If  he  ever  fails  at  a given  point,  it  is  not  because  he  does  not  deserve 
success. 

In  social  life,  he  is  open,  manly,  genial;  but  does  not  seek  to  please  at  the 
expense  of  duty  or  spiritual  interest  of  others.  lie  knows  no  compromise 
with  >in. 

He  was  fortunate  in  his  marriage.  His  wife — cultivated,  amiable,  domestic, 
pious — helps  him  in  his  itinerant  work.  They  have  clever  children. 

He  was  horn  in  Medford  county,  Va.,  .May  7,  1854;  moved  to  Appomattox 
when  three  years  old.  1 1 is  parents  were  M.  A.  and  Martha  C.  Carroll.  Ills 
father  was  from  Louisa  county,  Va. ; his  mother  from  Fluvanna.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Payne.  She  was  the  granddaughter  of  Mr.  W illiam  Flannagan,  on 
w hose  land  was  located  Fnon  camp-ground,  celebrated  for  great  meetings  in  the 
earlier  days  of  Methodism.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  descended  from  good 
Methodist  stock  as  far  back  as  the  family  record  goes.  He  Avas  converted  to 
Hod  in  Smyth  county  at  the  early  age  of  twelve;  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the 
Quarterly  Conference  of  Lynn  Street  Station,  Danville,  September  11,  1877; 
was  admitted  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference  in  .November,  1880;  or- 
dained deacon  .November  20,  1881,  and  elder  November  10,  1881;  married 
to  .Miss  Alice  Shearer  November  13,  1883.  ITc  spent  about  four  sessions  at 
Randolph-Maoon  College;  received  the  medal  for  oratory  from  the  Washington 
Literary  Society;  was  sent  to  Culpeper  Circuit  in  1880,  to  Accomac  in  1883 
ami  to  Franklin  in  1887;  Wright  Memorial  in  1890;  South  Princess  Anne  in 
1 s ; 1 1 ; Wesley,  Petersburg,  in  1893;  Matesville  in  1890;  Lambert’s  Point  in 
1899,  and  Newsom's  Circuit  in  1900.  While  at  college  he  usually  spent  his 
vacation  helping  some  brother  on  his  circuit.  In  this  capacity  lie  was  twro  years 
on  Culpeper  and  one  on  Appomattox  Circuit.  God  has  signally  blessed  his 
labors  from  the  start,  and  doubtless  Avill  continue  to  do  so  to  the  end. 


REV.  EMMETT  E.  HARRELL,  A.  M. 

Mr.  ITarrell  is  a native  of  Gates  county,  N.  C.  He  Avas  born  April  22,  1858. 
His  parents  Avere  Samuel  R.  and  Mary  E.  Harrell.  'They  were  by  nature  richly 
endowed  in  body  and  mind.  To  these  gifts  they  added  the  richer  charms  of 
character,  culture  and  Christianity.  They  were  possessed  of  liberal  fortune, 
and  blessed  with  many  children.  The  children  wore  carefully  trained  in  the 
Christian  faith  in  the  Methodist  Church,  and  given  the  benefit  of  best  schools. 

Mr.  Harrell  was  converted  in  1874.  lie  soon  after  entered  Randolph- Macon 
College.  Ho  graduated  A.  Ik  in  the  class  of  1881.  From  Randolph-Maeon  he 
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went  to  Vanderbilt  University,  and  graduated  from  the  Theological  Department 
of  that  institution  in  1SS3.  In  1882  he  received  his  A.  AL  degree  from  Han- 
ded pli-Alacon. 

In  November,  1SS3,  he  was  admitted  on  trial  in  the  Virginia  Conference. 
He  was  twenty-five  years  old,  in  robust  health,  with  muscles  hardened  by  ath- 
letic exercises,  weighed  150  pounds,  had  a voice  cultured  in  music  and  strong 
and  clear  in  speech,  and,  added  to  all  this,  he  had  a character  and  purpose,  made 
strong  by  training  in  the  home,  the  school,  the  college,  the  university.  Few 
men  have  entered  the  Conference  so  thoroughly  prepared  for  work  as  he.  TIis 
first  charge  was  King  and  Queen  Circuit.  In  18S-I  he  was  changed  to  Chatham 
Circuit,  where  he  continued  two  years.  Since  then  he  has  served  South  of  Dan, 
two  years;  Newsoms,  four  years;  Wakefield,  one  year;  Dorchester,  two  years; 
Keller,  two  years;  Rocky  Mount,  two  years.  He  is  now  (1900)  closing  his  first 
year  in  South  Boston. 

.Mi-.  Harrell's  style  is  plain,  pointed,  practical.  He  makes  no  attempt  at  dis- 
play. The  pulpit,  with  him,  is  not  the  place  for  exploiting  one’s  learning,  or 
advertising  his  superior  advantages.  His  aim  is  to  edify  the  Church  and  win 
souls,  and  in  these  he  has  success.  He  is  self-poised  without  vanity.  He  is  a 
man  of  deep  piety  and  strict  probity.  He  is  industrious  and  persevering,  and 
nm  easily  discouraged.  He  lias  the  gift  and  training  for  large  affairs.  He 
plans  to  the  minutest  details,  and  has  tact  in  the  use  of  the  material  and  forces 
it:  hand.  In  conducting  a “Local  Option  Campaign”  or  managing  a camp- 
meeting, or  in  the  ordinary  work  of  the  circuit  or  station,  he  gets  the  best  results 
by  putting  all  the  workers  to  work.  As  an  “all-around”  Methodist  preacher 
there  arc  few  men  superior  to  him,  and  he  goes  on  growing. 

In  November,  1S85,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Laurentina  Lewis,  the 
daughter  of  Rev.  IV.  B.  Lewis,  of  the  Mississippi  Conference,  and  sister  of  Rev. 
B.  F.  Lewis  and  Rev.  W.  II.  Lewis.  Mrs.  Harrell  is  good-looking,  cultured, 
pious.  Born  and  brought  up  in  the  itinerancy,  she  is  no  stranger  to  the  defi- 
ciencies and  demands  of  a Methodist  parsonage.  She  knows  just  how  to  make 
the  best  of  things,  and  appear  satisfied  with  the  surroundings.  Cheerful,  hope- 
ful, helpful,  she  has  proven  a true  yokefellow.  She  has  stimulated  his  endeavor, 
divided  bis  sorrows,  multiplied  his  joys,  and  by  gentleness  and  grace  helped  him 
in  success.  Thov  have  four  children. 


REV.  GEORGE  H.  McFADEN. 

Mr.  McFaden  started  life  under  auspicious  circumstances.  He.  was  horn  in 
Dorchester  county,  Maryland,  January  IT,  1859.  His  parents  were  of  a godly 
sort,  and  he  was  reared  in  the  fear  and  nurture  of  the  Lord.  He  was  converted 
in  his  twelfth  year  and  joined  the  Methodist  Church  in  his  native  town. 

Mr.  McFaden  in  early  life  felt  a call  to  the  Gospel  ministry,  and,  yielding  to 
the  Divine  summons,  began  to  exercise  his  gifts  and  graces,  lie  joined  the 
Virginia  Conference  at  its  session  in  Norfolk,  Virginia,  November,  1886,  and 
has  served  the  following  charges:  Oaklcttc  and  Bethel,  Prince  Edward,  Carters- 
ville,  West  Mathews,  Gloucester  Point,  Hanover,  Fifth-Street,  Manches- 
ter, and  is  now  serving  his  third  year  at  Crewe.  God  has  signally  blessed  his 
labor  in  each  of  these  charges,  and  under  his  ministry  many  precious  souls  have 
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been  won  for  Christ,  and  the  Church  has  been  edified  and  quickened  into  higher 


On  September  19,  1S88,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lillie  Caldwell  McWhorter, 
daughter  of  William  A.  McWhorter,  Esq.,  of  Xorfolk  county,  Virginia,  who 
has  proven  a helpmeet  indeed.  One  child — a boy — blesses  their  home. 

Mr.  McFaden  excels  as  a preacher;  at  times  he  is  truly  eloquent.  He  has  a 
good  vocabulary  and  speaks  with  fluency  and  ease,  llis  style  is  attractive  and 
forceful,  the  matter  of  his  discourses  showing  care  as  well  as  ability  in  its  prep- 
aration. 

He  is  intensely  earnest  in  his  efforts  to  promote  the  cause  of  Christ.  lie 
studies  men  as  well  as  books,  and  knows  something  of  human  nature,  as  well  as 
the  theories  of  the  ‘‘book-worm.” 

lie  impresses  men  with  his  own  belief,  and  by  the  power  of  a godly  life  reveals 
to  them  the  beauties  of  the  religion  of  the  Son  of  God.  He. commands  the  re- 
spect of  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  and  exerts  a salutary  influence  over 
those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  “His  works  praise  him  in  the  gates,”  and 
in  many  homes  “his  name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth.” 

lie  is  a man  of  deep  convictions,  and  is  not  afraid  to  utter  them  when  needful. 
He  is  of  the  kind  “that  sweareth  to  his  own  hurt  and  changeth  not.”  He  is  sought 
after  by  the  churches. 

“Me,”  as  his  familiars  call  him,  is  recognized  as  a manly  man  and  as  a genial, 
whole-souled  companion. 


He  is  the  son  of  John  B.  Stevens  and  Elizabeth  Helson  Stevens.  He  was 
born  in  Petersburg,  Ya.  He  was  converted  and  joined  Market-Street  church, 
under  the  ministry  of  Kev.  Dr.  XL  X.  Sledd. 

His  father  literally  gave  him  to  God  when  an  infant,  but,  being  a very  con- 
scientious and  careful  man,  did  not  inform  him  of  the  fact  until  he  had  virtually 
decided  to  preach. 

Mr.  Stevens  enjoyed  good  educational  advantages  and  improved  them.  TTe 
attended  McCabe’s  University  School,  in  his  native  city,  eight  sessions;  Univer- 
sity of  Virginia,  two  sessions,  and  Randolph-Macon  College  two  sessions  before 
joining  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  two  sessions  thereafter  while  preaching 
in  Hanover  county. 

He  joined  the  Virginia  Conference  at  Petersburg,  Ya.,  Xovember,  1885,  and 
was  sent  to  South  Hanover  (now  Ashland  Circuit j,  where  he  remained  two 
years.  He  has  since  served  the  following  charges:  Edenton,  X.  C.,  four  years; 
Orange  Circuit,  two  years;  Cabell-Street,  Lynchburg,  Ya.,  four  years;  Culpeper 
Station  three  years,  and  is  now  serving  his  first  year  at  Barton  Heights  Station. 

Mr.  Stevens  gives  diligent  and  conscientious  attention  to  his  work,  and  suc- 
cess has  marked  his  labors  in  every  charge.  Sinners  have  been  convicted  and 
converted,  saints  comforted  and  strengthened,  and  the  church  built  up. 


As  a preacher  he  is  clear  and  strong.  He  gets  the  marrow  of  the  Gospel  out 
of  the  text,  and  presents  it  in  a pleasing,  earnest  and  graceful  manner.  Ho  at- 
tempt at  display  is  made;  he  realizes  that  Christ  has  sent  him  to  preach  the 
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Gospel,  “ not  with  words  of  wisdom  lest  the  Cross  of  Christ  should  he  made  of 
none  effect.”  lie  shuns  not  to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God,  dealing  lov- 
ingly hut  faithfully  with  sinner  and  saint.  Among  his  intimate  friends  he 
is  called  " Jonah,”  but  he  bears  no  likeness  to  the  recreant  son  of  Amittai,  who 
"rose  up  to  flee  unto  Tarhish  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,”  for  a truer  or 
braver  man  does  not  stand  in  our  pulpits.  It  is  taken  for  granted  that  the  name 
was  first  given  in  admiration  and  love,  bearing  the  original  signification  of 
Jonah — " dove  ” ; since  pleasing  form  and  feature,  gentleness  and  lovableness  of 
disposition  characterize  Mr.  Stevens.  lie  is  a valued  member  of  the  Virginia 
Conference.  lie  has  served  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  the  Epwortli 
League  Board,  Committee  of  Examination  on  Course  of  Study,  and  was  for  a 
number  of  years  Becording  Secretary  of  the  Virginia  Conference. 

Mr.  Stevens  is  a man  to  trust,  has  convictions  of  his  own,  and  dares  maintain 
them ; true  as  steel,  firm  as  a rock,  and  yet  gentle  as  a dove. 

Most  remarkable  to  relate,  he  still  remains  unmarried. 


REV.  JAMES  D.  FORKWER. 

Mr.  Forkncr  was  born  June  23,  1861,  in  Surry  county,  jST.  C.  His  parents 
were  Thomas  Eorkner  and  Elizabeth  Tilley.  lie  is  of  English  and  French  de- 
scent. lie  is  of  medium  height,  spare  build;  has  brown  hair,  fair  complexion, 
and  dark  blue  eyes.  His  manner  is  quick,  easy,  but  dignified. 

He  does  not  remember  the  time,  even  in  childhood,  that  he  did  not  labor  under 
the  conviction  that  some  day  he  would  have  to  preach.  He  was  converted  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  D.  J.  Travnham,  of  the  Virginia  Con- 
ference, at  a meeting  held  at  Fair  View  church,  in  Patrick  county,  Va.  One 
year  later  lie  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  on  the  Sweetwater 
Circuit,  in  East  Tennessee,  of  which  the  Rev.  L.  L.  II.  Carloek,  of  the  Holston 
Conference,  was  then  pastor. 

He  attended  school  at  Hamilton  Institute,  in  the  village  of  Mendota,  Va. 
This  school  was  owned  and  controlled  bv  the  Masons.  While  at  school  he  Avas 
licensed  to  preach  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Mendota  Circuit.  After 
leaving  school,  lie  returned  to  his  native  county  in  Worth  Carolina,  and  Avas 
recommended  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Mount  Airy  Station  in  the  fall 
of  1885  to  the  Worth  Carolina  Conference,  AA’here  he  passed  an  approved  ex- 
amination, Avas  admitted  on  trial,  and  Avas  transferred  immediately  to  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference  and  appointed  to  Patrick  Circuit,  Avhere  he  remained  four 
years.  Since  then  he  has  served  Halifax,  East  Franklin,  Chatham,  Mecklen- 
burg, Westmoreland,  Cartersvillc,  and  at  the  Conference  of  1899  Avas  appointed 
to  the  West  Dinwiddic  Circuit,  Avhere  in  1900-’01  he  is  pastor. 

As  a preacher,  he  is  fearless  and  aggressive.  He  thinks  for  himself,  and  has 
the  courage  of  his  convictions.  He  knoAvs  and  loves  the  doctrines  of  his  Church. 
Wherever  he  has  gone  he  lias  done  the  Avork  of  a faithful  Methodist  preacher. 
He  is  a successful  revivalist,  a clear  expounder  of  Bible  doctrine,  and  a faithful 
pastor.  The  Avork  of  the  Lord  prospers  in  his  hands. 
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tat  ions  of  promise  and  hope,  and  with  illustrations  from  personal  observation 
he  bears  testimony  to  the  power  of  God  to  bless  and  save.  One  of  hid  most 
striking  characteristics  is  his  power  to  stimulate  in  others  the  activities  of 
Christian  life,  and  in  organizing  these  in  the  work  of  the  Church. 

Gy  those  who  know  him  best,  he  is  regarded  as  the  very  embodiment  of  energy 
and  consecration.  lie  is  thoroughly  charged  with  the  spirit  of  his  divine  call, 
and  a determination  to  make  everything  conserve  to  a victorious  prosecution 
of  his  work. 

Mr.  Wiley  is  a native  of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  was  born  May  8,  1859.  His 
parents  were  Methodists,  and  he  was  reared  and  trained  in  that  faith.  At 
twelve  years  of  age  he  was  converted  and  received  into  Broad  Street  church 
during  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  John  E.  Edwards.  He  engaged  successfully  in 
secular  business  in  his  native  city,  but  under  a deep  conviction  of  a divine 
call  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  he  abandoned  all  secular  pursuits,  and  gave 
himself  wholly  to  this  high  and  sacred  calling.  He  was  licensed  to  preach 
in  November,  1885,  and  in  [November,  18SG,  was  admitted  on  trial  in  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference.  His  first  appointment  was  Fifth  Street,  Manchester,  where 
he  remained  two  years,  serving  that  charge  with  great  acceptability  and  success, 
lie  was  then  stationed  at  Trinity  church,  Lynchburg,  where  he  served  three 
years.  He  served  consecutively  West  Charlotte,  one  year;  Appomattox,  three 
years;  AVest  Campbell,  three  years;  East  King  and  Queen,  one  year,  and  is 
now  serving  his  second  year  in  charge  of  Richmond  City  Mission.  This  Mis- 
sion was  projected  by  the  laymen  of  Richmond  for  the  purpose  of  reaching 
those  who  come  under  the  influence  of  no  Church.  For  this  work  Mr.  AViley 
possesses  special  qualifications,  and  the  marked  success  that  has  already  at- 
tended his  labors  has  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  this  appointment.  In  all 
his  fields  of  labor  he  has  served  with  marked  energy,  fidelity  and  success,  and 
large  numbers  have  been  converted  and  brought  into  the  Church. 


REV.  JOHN-  AV.  NICHOLSON! 

Mr.  Nicholson  is  a North  Carolinian,  born  in  AVarrcn  county;  forty  years  old 
on  [March  25,  1900.  He  is  of  Sc.otch-Irish  stock;  his  distant  ancestors  were 
[Methodists— none  near  him  of  that  faith.  He  was  educated  in  private  schools; 
entered  the  railway  service;  elected  clerk  of  the  county  he  was  in,  declined  re- 
election;  studied  law;  edited  awhile  the  Abingdon  Virginian;  joined  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference  in  1SSG  and  assigned  to  [Middle  Bedford;  changed  to  AVest 
Bedford  to  allow  a dying  saint,  John  AV.  Howard,  to  retain  the  parsonage  of  the 
former  circuit.  God  blessed  his  work.  In  1887-’8S,  on  Cartersville  Circuit,  had 
two  years  of  prosperity;  18S9-’90,  AVest  Mathews;  lS91-'92,  Accomac; 
1S93-’9G,  AAVst  Brunswick;  1897-1900,  South  Princess  Anne. 

lie  is  a hard  worker,  and  popular,  especially  among  the  young.  He  spends 
much  time  in  pastoral  work.  AA’hen  opportunity  offers,  he  delights  in  preaching 
to  the  negroes,  among  whom  he  has  had  much  fruits,  to  the  praise  of  God’s 
mercy.  Sunday-schools  flourish,  decayed  old  churches  are  repaired;  the  ham- 
mer and  saw  are  heard.  lie  is  a man  of  perfect  health  and  tireless  energy. 
Mr.  Nicholson  has  a fine  face,  lie  wears  spectacles. 
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REV.  JOSEPH  G.  L EXXON. 

We  put  into  a few  lines  data  that  gauge  the  man  nearer  to  truth  than  any 
general  statement.  These  trophies  tell  of  victories  won  and  of  energy,  fore- 
sight and  zeal  that  know  no  flagging.  Tie  wrought  on  “hard  fields.”  What 
sheaves ! Who  has  equaled  him ? What  record  outshines  the  simple  story  of 
Joe  Lennon? 

lie  was  licensed  to  exhort  in  1875;  to  preach,  August,  1877,  in  Monumental 
church,  Portsmouth,  Virginia.  He  was  a local  preacher  in  charge  of  North 
Bedford  in  1879 — -built  Union  church,  96  converts;  returned  in  1880,  built 
Mt.  Carmel  and  gained  47  converts;  ordained  deacon  in  1881  and  sent  to 
Bedford  Mission,  where  he  rebuilt  Mount  Horeb  and  commenced  a new  church ; 
27  converts;  1882,  Fox  Hill — repaired  church,  31  converts;  1883,  returned  to 
Eon  Hill — built  parsonage  and  had  converts;  1884,  Roanoke  Island  and  Dare — 
repaired  Bethany  and  Stumpy  Point  churches  and  had  fifty-two  accessions; 
sent  back — a great  year  with  him,  100  accessions;  1886,  ordained  local  elder 
and  admitted  into  Conference.  He  had  won  his  spurs.  He  was  sent,  for  the 
third  time,  to  Roanoke,  and  built  three  churches — one  at  Croatan,  one  at 
Manteo,  one  at  East  Lake — and  had  30  accessions;  1SS7,  Pasquotank — re- 
paired and  carpeted  Union  and  Newbegun,  built  New  kit.  Hermon  and  had  83 
conversions;  1888,  received  into  full  membership  in  the  Conference  and  re- 
turned to  the  same  circuit — successful  year;  1889-’90,  Currituck — good  years, 
converts;  1891,  Perquimans  Circuit;  1892,  Dorchester — success,  20  acces- 
sions; 1893,  Belle  Haven — built  tower  to  Belle  Haven  church  and  New  Broad- 
water chapel,  35  accessions;  1894-’95,  Huntersville  (Norfolk),  pleasant  years; 
1896,  Liberty  Street,  Berkley — sad  season,  beloved  wife  died,  his  soul  in  the 
dust.  In  1897,  Caroline  Circuit — prosperity,  29  added;  1898,  Epworth,  Rich- 
mond, Ya. — sweet  season,  converts,  married  Miss  Nellie  T.  Burruss,  daughter 
of  Atwell  Burruss,  Esq.,  of  Caroline  county,  sister  to  Rev.  Frank  Burruss, of  our 
Conference,  a handsome  woman,  in  her  prime;  1899,  Cartersville ; returned  in 
1900. 

Mr.  Lennon,  counting  the  difficulties  he  has  met  and  overcome,  would  wear, 
if  the  Church  decorated  men  with  orders  and  diamonds,  the  sparkling  cross  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor.  God  has  in  reserve  better  insignia. 


REV.  ROBERT  M.  MAXEY. 

Among  the  strong  and  growing  men  of  the  Virginia  Conference  must  be 
numbered  Rev.  Robert  M.  Maxcy,  now  pastor  of  Asbury  church,  Richmond,  Va. 

He  was  converted  in  1877,  but  from  childhood  he  felt  that  God  had  called  him 
to  preach  Ilis  Gospel. 

lie  attended  Randolph-Macon  College  two  sessions  at  his  own  charges,  and 
joined  the  Virginia  Conference  on  trial  in  Norfolk  in  1886.  Matoaca  was  his 
first  charge,  serving  two  years;  from  there  he  was  sent  to  West  Dimviddie,  where 
he  served  for  the  full  time  limit— four  years.  He  was  then  two  years  pastor  at 
Bonn’s,  in  Isle  of  Wight  county;  three  years  on  Brunswick  Circuit;  two  years 
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at  ( 'ambridgc  Station,  Md.,  and  is  now  in  Ins  second  year  at  Asbury,  where  he 
is  very  popular,  both  as  a preacher  and  a pastor. 

Jle  is  happily  married  to  Miss  Bradley,  and  God  has  blessed  the  home  with 
five  boys  and  a little  girl — the  pet  of  the  household. 

Brother  Maxey  is  a native  of  Powhatan  county,  Va.,  and  a nephew  of  the 
now-sainted  Dr.  li.  1ST.  Sledd,  and  the  resemblance  is  striking,  both  in  the  pulpit 
and  out  of  it.  He  has  a strong  mind  and  is  a diligent  student.  For  two  years 
he  attended  the  Union  Theological  Seminary.  He  never  goes  into  the  pulpit 
with  ‘'unbeaten  oil.”  His  sermons  are  well  thought  out  and  carefully  prepared. 
He  gives  his  congregation  something  to  think  about  and  something  to  feed  their 
souls  upon.  Hi s thoughts  are  well  expressed  in  clear,  strong  language,  but  he 
aims  rather  at  eloquence  of  thought  than  beauty  of  rhetoric.  He  has  given 
himself  to  the  ministry  of  the  Word,  and  is  truly  a man*  of  one  work.  The 
Lord  has  greatly  honored  his  ministry  in  the  conversion  of  souls.  He  frequently 
helps  his  brethren  in  series  of  meetings,  and  where  he  labors  he  binds  the  hearts 
of  the  people  to  him.  He  is  devoted  to  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  tenderly 
loves  all  of  his  brethren. 

H i is  good  company;  he  not  only  interests  others  when  he  talks,  but  he  pos- 
sesses the  rare  faculty  of  being  a good  listener  when  others  talk. 

A man  of  good  physical  health,  strong  mind,  diligent,  studious,  and  conse- 
crated to  the  Master’s  work,  he  gives  promise  of  a long,  useful  and  successful 
life  in  the  ministry  of  our  Lord. 


REV.  RICHARD  T.  WILSON". 

Mr.  Wilson  came  within  the  chancel  of  the  Conference  from  the  law  courts.  He 
prospered  in  his  profession.  It  brought  an  ample  income  and  augmenting  repu- 
tation. Under  his  own  roof-tree  he  lived,  surrounded  by  wife  and  children,  with 
all  reasonable  comforts.  He  could  look  with  certainty  to  an  old  age  of  lessening 
labors,  quiet  days  and  good  things  stored  away  in  abundance. 

In  connecting  himself  with  the  Conference,  he  must  needs  enter  upon  a new 
vocation,  whose  highest  prize  to  the  purse  is  a mere  “support,”  and  graded  down- 
ward through  the  pay  given  negro  porters,  the  stipend  shrinks  to  the  necessity 
of  stinting  for  raiment  and  rations.  Old  age  must  take  the  dole  of  charity- 
slim  and  scant. 

Mr.  Wilson  must  start  as  a junior,  confronted  at  the  threshold  by  an  income 
inferior  to  the  expenses  of  his  past  years.  He  bankrupts,  of  his  own  will,  his 
own  wallet.  Children  cannot  know  the  reasons  that  check  their  former  habits, 
and  their  complaints  test  the  fortitude  of  faith  and  high  purpose. 

There  are  men  in  the  parsonage  who  could  not  gain  elsewhere  a larger  reve- 
nue than  at  the  altar.  They  do  not  know  the  pull  upon  the  courage  and  conse- 
cration of  men,  with  aptness  for  affairs  or  special  skill  as  experts,  who  sacrifice 
shekels  of  silver  in  the  service  of  the  Lord.  There  are  men,  maybe,  in  their 
own  hired  houses,  endowed  with  the  genius,  tact  and  energy  that  command 
wealth,  renown  and  power.  They  see  their  children  slighted  by  playmates  with 
sneers  at  patches.  The  son  craves  education,  but  must  drudge  for  dimes.  It  is 
the  crucifixion  oi  the  soul,  yet.  the  man  of  God  never  falters.  He  knows  what 
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Egypt  can  give,  for  lie  lias  walked  daily  between  beckoning  riches  and  renown 
lie  chooses  rather  the  march  over  the  desert’s  sands. 

In  years  agone  there  was  once  seen  a superb  machine  darting  through  dale, 
bounding  out  of  woods,  leaping  along  the  gorges,  with  the  swiftness  of  an  ante- 
lope, yet  with  the  majestic  mien  and  bellow  of  a bison.  And  when,  at  its 
mightiest  momentum,  there  was  caught  a glimpse  of  a dim  taper  held  by  hand 
of  a woman,  waving  a warning  in  deepest  canyon.  In  the  twinkle  of  an  eye, 
between  breaths,  the  reversing  lever  jerked  back  to  the  last  nick.  From  sooty 
rim  of  smokestack  to  flange  on  the  hot  wheels,  the  mass  of  metal  quivered. 

And  so  in  life.  Men  in  mid  career  change  only  with  a shock  felt  in  every 
fibre.  lias  any  mortal  with  ambition  throbbing  at  every  whir  of  wheels,  with 
tire-box  red  and  roaring,  with  every  pound  of  power  on  piston;  then  a viewless 
hand  suddenly  sends  the  backing-bar  to  the  last  notch — has  he.,  can  he  ever  for- 
get the  crash  with  mental  mechanism  or  the  crisis  of  destiny  in  the  heart  ? What 
disarray!  lie  must  go  far  and  rest  in  the  silence  of  distant  Arabia. 

The  heroic  decision  of  Wilson  touches  in  sympathy  the  core  and  quick  of  such 
souls.  "They  have  felt  the  same.” 

.Mr.  Wilson  was  born  in  Nottoway  county,  Ya.,  October  4,  1S47.  lie  was 
left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  his  father,  Charles  AYilson,  having  died  when 
he  was  four,  and  his  mother,  Elizabeth  Wilson,  when  he  was  seven  years  of  age. 
He  has  had  fine  educational  advantages,  was  trained  at  the  best  primary  schools, 
and  graduated  at  the  Virginia  Military  Institute  in  1870.  Upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Institute,  he  was  elected  to  the  chair  of 
Professor  of  Mathematics  in  Ewing  Seminary,  Arkansas,  where  he  begun  public 
life.  Having  determined  to  make  law  his  profession,  he  soon  resigned,  returned 
to  Virginia,  prosecuted  his  studies,  and  in  1871  begun  the  practice  of  law  in 
Sussex  county.  The  next  year  he  was  elected  Commonwealth’s  Attorney  of  the 
county,  and  moved  at  once  into  a large  and  lucrative  practice,  which  continued 
until  lie  connected  himself  with  the  Conference  at  its  session  in  Danville  in  1887. 

lie  professed  conversion  when  a boy,  but  being  without  parental  restraint, 
wandered  away  from  the  path  of  rectitude.  In  18G8  he  professed  conversion 
while  alone;  in  his  room  at  college,  and  felt  that  he  was  called  to  the  ministry. 
Having  projected  his  plans  for  the  future,  and  being  ambitious  of  success  in 
his  chosen  profession,  lie  declined  to  obey  the  call,  and  begun  a conflict  with  his 
convictions  which  lasted  for  nineteen  years,  until  he  was  driven  into  the  ministry 
by  the  conviction,  ‘‘Woe  is  me  if  I preach  not  the  Gospel.”  He  attempted  to, 
compromise  with  his  convictions  of  duty  to  preach  by  being  active  as  a layman, 
and  was  specially  enthusiastic  in  Sunday-school  work,  having  been  a Sabbath- 
sclmol  superintendent  for  sixteen  years  and  a steward  in  Market  Street  church, 
Petersburg,  for  nine  years.  It  cost  no  small  struggle  to  get  his  consent  of  mind, 
with  a wife  and  six  children,  to  exchange  the  comforts  of  a pleasant  home,  where 
his  means  enabled  him  to  supply  their  every  want,  for  the  fortunes  of  an  itine- 
rant minister’s  life. 

II  is  first  appointment  was  AVcslev  Station,  Petersburg,  where,  during  his  first 
year,  God  gave  him  many  seals  to  his  ministry — between  eighty-five  and  ninety 
professed  conversion  and  sixty-seven  united  themselves  with  his  church.  He 
continued  as  pastor  of  Wesley,  building  a pastor’s  study  during  his  first  year, 
purchased  a parsonage  and  liquidated  the  balance  of  the  church  debt.  He  has 
served  ".Berkley,  Clay  Street  (Richmond),  Market  Street  (Petersburg),  then 
Presiding  Elder  of  Richmond  District,  now  holding  the  same  office  in  the 
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Petersburg  District.  Whether  in  charge  of  a congregation  or  a district,  zeal, 
discretion,  power  in  the  pulpit,  popularity  among  the  people,  have  signalized  hit; 
career.  lie  is  clear,  cogent,  masterful  in  debate.  There  is  enough  words  to 
clothe  the  ideas,  but  no  padding  of  verbocity.  lie  is  superior  as  the  Dishop’s  rep- 
resentative on  a district.  His  aptness  for  affairs,  acquaintance  with  the  conduct 
of  deliberative  bodies  and  his  mother  wit  give  him  “coigne  of  advantage”  in 
that  department.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  say  that  he  is  a high  man. 

JNlr.  Wilson  has  a noble  presence.  The  symmetry  of  his  body  would  deceive 
the  eye  as  to  his  weight — perhaps  two  hundred  pounds.  The  face  suggests  reso- 
lute benignity.  He  brings  to  the  pulpit  fine  attainments,  earnestness  and  prac- 
tice in  addressing  assemblies.  He  can  utter  with  equal  sincerity  the  words  of 
Paul,  “Tour  servant  for  Jesus’  sake.” 

It  is  worth  while  to  add  that  the  steward  of  Market  Street  was  not  “without 
honor  in  His  own  country,”  for  as  pastor  he  enrolled  ITS  new  members ; and  large 
success  signalized  every  pastorate.  In  the  Eldership,  he  "leads  the  row”  in  the 
protra  ct  e<  1 meet  i ngs. 

Mr.  Wilson  has  been  twice  married.  In  1871,  to  Miss  ITobbs,  of  Greenesville 
county;  in  1SS0,  Miss  Garland,  of  Amherst  county.  One  child  was  born  of  the 
first  marriage,  seven  of  the  last. 


REV.  WALTER  W.  SAWYER. 

Mr.  Sawyer  was  born  October  1,  1855,  in  Perquimans  county,  H.  C.  His 
parents  were  prominent  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Many  a weary 
itinerant  found  rest  and  comfort  in  their  home. 

Walter  was  the  most  mischievous  boy  among  five  brothers,  and  his  mother 
used  to  take  him  in  the  parlor  alone,  and,  having  shut  the  door,  would  kneel  with 
him  in  fervent  prayer.  Is  it  any  wonder,  then,  that  this  boy  should  have  en- 
listed in  the  Christian  service  and  come  to  the  position  of  a captain  in  the  host 
of  the  Lord  ? 

He  entered  Randolph-Macon  in  the  fall  of  1S74,  and  continued  there  until 
the  spring  of  1880,  when  he  took  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  missing  by  just  a little  his 
A.  M.  While  at  college  he  received  every  honor  his  society  could  bestow  upon 
him,  being  chosen  orator  for  the  public  debate,  and  afterwards  final  orator.  He 
also  received  the  society  medal  for  oratory. 

He  is  a young  man  with  good  natural  parts,  tempered  and  sharpened  by  train- 
ing. During  His  ministry  he  has  been  instrumental  in  the  conversion  of  hun- 
dreds of  souls,  many  of  whom  he  has  received  into  the  Methodist  Church. 

T he  late  Dr.  J.  D.  Blackwell  (when  chairman  of  the  Examining  Committee 
of  the  fourth  year)  said,  “All  Sawyer  wants  is  a little  time.”  Mr.  Sawyer  is, 
indeed,  a growing  man.  lie  is  not  of  the  dwarf  species.  His  place  is  not  in 
a flower-pot,  but  the  forest.  The  sunshine,  winds  and  air  will  bring  towering 
boughs  and  deep  roots.  The  qualities  of  expanding  and  augmenting  powers 
seem  native  to  him. 

A bright,  genial,  engaging  companion,  an  inspiring  and  uplifting  preacher 
and  a cultured  gentleman  meet  in  this  handsome  man  on  horseback. 


••• 
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REV.  CHARLES  L.  JLVXE. 

No  is  an  alumnus  of  Randolph-Macon,  getting  his  license  October,  1S8G,  at 
Ashland,  seat  of  the  college,  and  his  send-oif  into  the  ministry  from  that  insti- 
tution in  November,  1887.  He  was  converted  in  November,  1875,  and  joined 
our  Church. 

Mr.  Lane  hails  from  West  Virginia;  horn  in  Mineral  county,  January  6, 
1803.  His  parents  were  Methodists — George  and  Sarah  Bane.  His  father  was 
a farmer,  with  twelve  children.  Charles  was  reputed  his  best  field-hand — early 
riser,  brisk  worker.  lie  seemed  to  prefer  an  axe  or  hoe  to  idleness  or  play,  lie 
injured  his  health  by  excessive  toil. 

He  was  educated  in  schools  at  and  near  his  home,  standing  at  the  head  of  his 
class.  He  grew  fund  of  books.  For  six  years  he  taught  school  in  his  county. 
During  1885-’0  he  was  Principal  of  the  Graded  School  at  Accomac  Courthouse. 
The  latter  year  lie  entered  Randolph-Macon.  His  society,  at  the  end  of  the  first 
session,  gave  him  its  orator’s  medal.  He  graduated  with  distinction  at  the 
second  session  in  Biblical  Literature. 

Mr.  Bane  served  Ashland  Circuit  one  year,  West  Hanover  two.  At  the  Con- 
ference of  1S90  he  was  assigned  to  Greene  Circuit.  This  charge  had  for  years 
been  hindered  in  its  work  by  the  lack  of  a suitable  parsonage.  He  inaugurated 
a movement  which  has  given  Greene  Circuit  one  of  the  best  parsonages  in  the 
Conference.  During  his  pastorate  of  two  years  there  were  many  accessions  to 
the  church — about.  175  members.  The  pastor’s  allowance  was  also  increased. 
From  the  Conference  of  1892  he  was  sent  to  Smithfield.  Here  he  was  eminently 
popular,  but  owing  to  the  health  of  his  family  he,  despite  the  earnest  desire  of 
the  people  for  him  to  remain,  a desire  expressed  in  part  by  the  offer  of  a large 
increase  in  salary,  reluctantly  asked  for  a change.  Accordingly,  in  1893,  he  was 
appointed  to 'Orange  Circuit.  At  the  end  of  a successful  year  there  he  was  sent 
to  a larger  charge— Louisa  Circuit.  The  people  of  this  circuit  were  delighted 
with,  and  profited  by,  his  ministrations.  Improvement  in  things  material  and 
spiritual  was  manifest.  During  the  earlier  part  of  his  fourth  year  on  Louisa 
Circuit  a vacancy  in  the  pastorate  of  Union  Station,  Richmond,  occuring  by  the 
death  of  its  pastor,  Rev.  Dr.  Yanderslice,  Rev.  C.  L.  Bane  was  appointed  to  fill 
that  vacancy.  No  better  selection  for  this  arduous  work  could  have  been  made. 
In  the  pulpit  and  out  lie  more  than  met  the  sanguine  expectations  of  those  who 
knew  him  best.  With  tireless  energy  he  made  large  reductions  in  the  heavy 
debt  upon  the  church  building,  besides  having  a most  gratifying  success  in 
every  other  part  of  church  work.  At  the  Conference  in  1899,  despite  much 
pressure  brought  to  hear  to  retain  him,  he  was  assigned  to  Charlottesville,  where 
lie  is  in  the  highest  favor  and  destined  to  fill  the  full  term. 

He  is  an  excellent  preacher,  a fine  pastor,  a good  organizer,  a capital  all-round 
man.  He  is  easily  one  of  the  foremost  among  our  best  younger  men.  In  effi- 
ciency, as  attested  by  results,  he  is  wellnigh,  if  not  altogether,  the  peer  of  any 
member  of  our  Conference,  old  or  young. 

Mr.  Bane  is  favored  with  a noble  countenance  and  a superb  presence,  weigh- 
ing 180  pounds.  II  is  height  and  symmetry,  despite  seeming  excess  of  stoutness, 
stand  him  in  good  stead,  rounding  out  a superior  anatomy.  He  carries  him- 
self with  winning  and  easy  dignity. 

On  November  11,  1890,  Air.  Bane  was  united  in  marriage  to  M iss  Carrie  II. 
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Buckner,  daughter  of  Dr.  B.  M.  Buckner,  of  Louisa  county,  Va.,  a lady  fitted 
for  her  position  by  many  virtues  and  graces.  Alas,  before  the  decade  closed, 
death  removed  from  the  devoted  husband  the  light  of  his  eyes  and  the  treasure 
of  his  heart.  She  died  in  the  Charlottesville  parsonage  amid  the  deep  sorrow  of 
a large  circle  of  friends. 


REV.  WILLIAM  T.  GREEN. 

lie  is  of  English  stock,  tall  (six  feet),  dark  brunette,  and  weighs  one  hundred 
and  eighty.  He  is  of  good  form,  with  the  features  so  well  proportioned  that 
he  might  rightly  have  the  descriptive  title  of  a handsome  man. 

He  speaks  in  the  pulpit  with  deliberation,  but  with  force  behind  the  weighed 
words,  lie  is  not  without  the  subtle  power  to  dissolve  his  hearers  in  tears.  He 
is  much  loved  by  his  parishioners.  His  manner  is  somewhat  reserved.  His 
life  is  consecrated — a spiritually-minded  man.  He  is  broad,  liberal  and  catho- 
lic, yet  firm  in  convictions,  ready  with  a reason  for  his  tenets,  always  with  kind- 
ness in  his  words  and  charity  in  his  heart.  He  is  a resolute  champion  of  moral 
reforms.  He  fills  well  an  honorable  position  in  the  Conference. 

1 1 is  parents  were  Methodists.  He  is  a native  of  Mathews  county,  and  will 
he  forty-three  December  13,  1890.  He  lost  his  mother  when  he  was  very  young. 
He  did  not  find  life  a bed  of  roses  in  his  youth.  He  was  converted  at  the  age 
of  thirteen,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  A.  Wiles;  was  licensed  October  27, 
1878;  joined  Conference  the  same  year,  and  was  sent  to  North  Pittsylvania 
Circuit,  and  again  in  1879.  He  has  continued  steadfast  in  the  holy  vocation 
all  the  years. 


REV.  RICHARD  0.  PAYNE. 

The  hero  or  god  of  the  sculptor  is  always  represented  to  us  in  a transition 
from  that  which  is  represented  to  the  senses  to  that  which  is  not.  We  do  not 
appreciate  this  miniature  representative  of  a familiar  face  for  what  it  is  alone, 
hut  because  the  one  expression  the  artist  has  succeeded  in  preserving  brings 
before  us,  so  real  and  vividly,  innumerable  scenes  and  incidents  and  all  the 
varying  circumstances  in  which  we  have  seen  the  living  features  as  to  leave 
the  pleasurable  impression  that  we  have  almost  touched  hands  with  a kindred 
or  friendly  relation,  although  perhaps  social  intercourse  may  have  been  de- 
nied for  months  or  years.  Such,  we  imagine,  is  the  reflection  of  some  paus- 
ing before  the  present  portrait,  after  having  turned  the  leaves  in  the  lives  of 
those  other  representatives  of  nineteenth-century  Methodism. 

Mr.  Payne  was  born  near  Oak  Grove,  in  Westmoreland  county,  Va.,  March 
7.  1858.  His  father,  George  W.  Payne,  was  brother  of  the  late  Bishop  John 
Pavne,  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  His  mother  was  Miss  Sarah  L.  E.  Stiff,  of 
Middlesex  county,  Va. 
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In  his  fourteenth  year,  while  living  in  Richmond  county,  he  was  converted 
under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  E.  A.  Gibbs,  and  with  his  conversion  came  the 
desire  to  preach.  Maternal  influence  had  been  upon  his  life.  He  makes 
grateful  recognition:  "Aly  mother  was  a good  woman.  She  fasted,  prayed 
and  read  her  1 1 i bio,  teaching  her  children  to  fear  God  and  keep  His  com- 
mandments. 1 cannot  remember  when  I did  not  pray,  having  learned  it  at 
her  knees.  I was  converted  while  at  home,  weeping  in  her  arms;  and  feel- 
ing that  1 wanted  to  go  and  tell  sinners  of  Jesus’  dying  love,  I so  expressed 
myself.  1 remember,  as  if  it  had  been  yesterday,  my  mother’s  reply,  Aly 
son,’  said  she,  ‘if  God  has  called  you  to  preach,  He  will  open  the  way  for  you;’ 
and  He  has  done  so.  It  seems  now  almost  like  a prophecy,  for  step  by  step 
God  has  led  me.  i had  no  dream  of  ever  entering  a college,  neither  do  I re- 
member ever  having  expressed  the  desire  to  any  one  until  efforts  had  been 
made  to  place  me  at  RandolphAlacon.” 

His  father  was  a farmer.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was,  luce  many  others, 
affected  by  the  reverses  resulting  from  a nation’s  losses.  ' He  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1 873,  leaving  his  family,  as  did  thousands  of  patriotic  Virginians,  in 
narrow  circumstances.  Therefore,  his  son’s  opportunities  for  obtaining  even 
an  elementary  education  were  extremely  limited.  Idis  time  was  divided  be- 
tween working  on  the  farm  and  studying  until  the  fall  of  1870,  when,  through 
the  intlueuce  of  Rev.  Thomas  II.  Boggs,  he  entered  RandolphAlacon  as  a 
student.  There  he  remained  two  years,  1S7G-’7S,  then  going  forth  with  “feet 
shod  with  the  preparation  of  the  Gospel  of  peace”  to  widen  the  circle  of  la- 
borers formed  for  the  blaster’s  use. 

He  received  license  to  exhort  May  20,  1S7S,  at  the  Quarterly  Conference 
of  Ashland  charge,  and  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Quarterly  Conference 
of  King  George  Circuit  .November  2,  1878.  Entering  the  Conference  the 
same  year,  he  was  sent  to  Dare  Mission  and  then  returned  there  in  1879-’80. 
He  was  ordained  deacon  at  the  Conference  on  November  21,  18, sit.  In  ISSO-’Sl, 
he  traveled  Coalfield  Circuit;  in  1881-’S2,  Matoaca ; ordained  elder  at  the  Con- 
ference November  19,  1882.  He  served  Surry  for  one  term  (1882-’S3),  and 
was  sent  to  West  Norfolk  Circuit.  Remaining  here  two  years,  he  did  a good 
work,  resulting  in  much  spiritual  benefit  to  himself  as  well  as  the  people  he 
served. 

He  was  married  to  bliss  Agnes  E.  Beers,  of  Norfolk  county,  Ya..  June  17, 
I8sf),  a woman  of  rare  gifts,  one  who  has  proved  by  a brave  and  patient  spirit, 
an  untiring  zeal  in  the  work  of  her  Church,  a fitness  and  adaptability,  be- 
yond that  of  many,  for  the  sacred  service  of  a minister’s  wife.  Three  bright 
children  gladden  their  home. 

The  years  1SS5-’N7  Mr.  Payne  spent  at  Fox  Hill  Station,  leaving  at  their 
close1  a record  that  remains  witnessing  the  faithfulness  of  one  who  devotes 
all  his  energies  to  duty.  In  1887  he  was  sent  to  the  Nelson  Circuit,  where 
for  three*  successive  years  the  Bishop  returned  him  to  an  appreciate  people. 

In  the  fall  of  1890,  on  account  of  the  failing  health  of  his  wife,  he  located, 
went  to  Ohio,  and  was  sent  to  Welshfield  charge  as  a supply  by  the  East  Ohio 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  returned  to  this 
charge  the  second  year,  and  the  next  year  was  sent  to  Wayfield  charge,  and 
the  following  two  years  was  placed  in  charge  of  Irmnlalc  Circuit.  At  lligh- 
landtown,  on  this  last  charge,  a handsome  brick  church,  costing  $5,500,  was 
completed  free  of  debt.  These  years  in  the  Ohio  Conference  were  years  of 
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earnest  work  and  prosperity.  Many  souls  were  brought  into  the  fold  on  the 
Irondale  charge,  a fine  parsonage  property  was  bought  about  the  middle  of  the 
first  year,  and  before  the  close  of  the  second  year  half  of  the  purchase  money 
had  been  paid,  and  in  every  way  the  work  of  the  Church  advanced.  At  May- 
field  the  largest  missionary  collection  in  the  history  of  the  church  was  raised. 
1 1 is  wife’s  health  having  failed,  he  obtained  a transfer  to  St.  John’s  River 
Conference,  Florida,  and  was  stationed  at  Daytona  from  September,  1895, 
to  November,  1899,  when  he  withdrew  from  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  to  re-enter  the  Virginia  Conference,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  Petersburg,  November  15,  1899.  The  four  years  at  Daytona 
were  of  marked  success,  one  church  being  completed  and  dedicated  at  a cost 
of  $3,500,  about  $1,500  of  which  was  raised  during  his  pastorate,  a lot  for 
another  secured,  church  erected  (but  not  completed),  costing,  with  lot,  $2,500, 
and  improvements  were  made  on  the  parsonage  at  a cost  of  $000.  Having 
been  received  into  the  Virginia  Conference,  he  was  appointed  to  his  pres- 
ent charge,  Southview  and  Providence,  and  there  among  a kindly  people  his 
earnest  labors  daily  reveal  devotion  to  his  Church. 

Mr.  Payne  is  pleasant,  courteous  and  affable,  fraternizing  with  his  peo- 
ple, mingling  much  with  them.  lie  is  sociable,  impulsive  and  affectionate, 
combining  with  the  firmness  and  decision  of  an  earnest  man  an  almost  wo- 
manly delicacy  and  gentleness  of  thought  and  feeling.  In  the  fireside  com- 
pany he  shows  a keen  relish  of  humor,  a ready  adaptation  to  the  style  and 
manners  of  others,  while  at  the  same  time  he  has  an  independence  of  opinion 
and  expression  of  one  who  had  learned  to  think  for  himself.  In  the  pulpit  he 
seems  to  lose  himself  in  the  wondrous  truths  he  proclaims.  He  speaks  with 
earnestness  and  fearlessness,  and  has  won  an  abiding  hold  on  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his  Conference  brethren. 


REV.  C.  ROSSER  JAMES. 

Mr.  James  is  erect,  compactly  built,  weighing  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds.  He  possesses  an  intellectual  forehead,  expressive  eye  and  gracefully 
chiseled  features  that  mirror  the  play  of  thought  and  feeling.  He  is  now  the 
popular  pastor  of  Wliitestone  Circuit. 

He  was  born  in  York  county,  Va.,  November  18,  1855,  of  good  Metho- 
dist stock  on  both  sides.  Like  many  other  noble  and  useful  men,  next  to  God 
and  the  Church,  he  feels  indebted  to  his  mother  for  the  best  things  in  his 
character  and  life. 

February  11,  1SS3,  he  married  Miss  Annie  E.  Shield,  with  a sterling  Metho- 
dist ancestry  on  each  side.  She  truly  has  been  a helpmeet  to  him — making 
friends  everywhere  and  no  enemies,  comforting  him  in  his  home-life  and 
cheering  him  in  his  work.  Eight  children  have  been  born  to  them — one 
little  boy  soon  after  birth  being  taken  to  the  bosom  of  the  Good  Shepherd. 

Mr.  dames  was  converted  to  God  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  R.  N.  Crooks 
at  Zion  church,  York  Circuit,  August,  1807.  lie  was  then  about  twelve 
years  of  age.  Entering  upon  the  service  of  God  at  the  period  when  thought,  feel- 
ing and  character  are  forming  and  plan  of  life  taking  shape,  lie  grew  up  into 
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noble  Christian  manhood.  lie  was  not  hindered  and  embarrassed  in  after 
life  he  the  disabilities  of  early  vices,  not  mortified  and  wounded  by  a re- 
membrance of  "the  sins  of  his  youth.’’ 

He  believes  he  was  called  to  the  ministry  before  he  was  fifteen  years  old, 
but  having  special  regard  for  a settled  home,  he  shrank  from  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  the  itinerancy,  lie  was  thirty-three  years  of  age  before 
he  surrendered  to  a sense  of  duty,  and  said,  “Lord,  here  am  I;  send  me.” 
lie  regrets  he  did  not  accept  a kindly  offer  made  by  Rev.  1).  P.  Wills,  then  at 
the  head  of  the  Children’s  Preachers’  Educational  Society,  to  aid  him  in  ob- 
taining a liberal  education.  But  he  tried  to  make  up  for  this,  in  so  far  as  lie 
could,  by  studying  at  home  and  in  the  county  schools  of  the  neighborhood, 
and  before  he  was  twenty-one  was  teaching,  exhorting  and  preaching.  He 
read  the  Bible  through  before  he  was  ten,  and,  having  a very  good  memory, 
retains  much  that  he  learned  of  that  and  other  good  books  to  this  day. 

In  1SSS,  while  Rev.  d.  II.  Amiss  was  on  the  Norfolk  District,  Air.  James 
opened  his  heart  to  him.  He  at  once  took  an  interest  in  his  case,  and  ex- 
erted his  influence  in  favor  of  his  admission  into  the  Conference.  Hitherto 
some  of  the  brethren  had  discouraged  his  application,  principally  on  the 
ground  of  the  large  size  of  his  family.  He  was  admitted  at  Conference  in 
Portsmouth  November,  1SSS.  He  has  served  the  following  charges:  Buck- 
ingham, two  years;  North  Mecklenburg,  four;  Heathsville,  four;  and  White- 
stone,  where  he  now  is,  third  year.  In  all  these  fields  of  labor  he  has  im- 
pressed ihe  people  as  being  a preacher  of  unsullied  character,  exceptional 
ability,  faithful  and  thoughtful  as  a pastor,  and  untiring  in  energy.  He 
builds  up  botii  the  material  and  spiritual  sides  of  the  Church.  Under  his 
management  churches  and  parsonages  are  built  and  the  work  generally  ad- 
vanced. He  has  had  during  the  twelve  years  he  has  been  in  the  Conference 
more  than  six  hundred  and  fifty  souls  converted  under  his  ministry  on  his 
own  fields  of  labor  and  nearly  six  hundred  have  been  added  to  the  Church. 
Besides  these,  many  have  been  converted  in  revivals,  in  which  he  has  labored 
in  assisting  his  brethren  on  their  charges.  He  has  never  failed  to  get  every 
cent  assessed  for  the  different  collections  on  every  charge  that  he  has  served, 
and  sometimes  a good  deal  over.  And  some  of  his  fields  have  been  amongst 
t he  weaker,  financially,  of  the  Conference. 

lie  prepares  thoroughly  for  the  pulpit,  is  a diligent  reader  of  current  litera- 
ture. Keeps  ii])  with  the  times,  and  is  a growing  man.  II  is  brethren  think 
lie  is  destined  to  have,  as  he  deserves,  appointments  of  a higher  grade,  lie 
will  do  his  whole  duty,  and  the  Church  will  prosper  under  his  labors,  wher- 
ever he  may  lie  sent.  Rosser  James  is  endowed  with  oratorical  magnetism. 
II  is  rhetoric  is  not  the  dance  of  fire-flies — rather  the  electric  torch,  combining 
light  and  force. 


REV.  ALBERT  A.  JONES. 

Mr.  Jones- was  born  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  Virginia,  of  pious  parents,  who 
trained  him  for  God  and  for  usefulness.  IT  is  education  was,  to  some  extent, 
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limited  ; but  by  patient  industry  he  lias  constantly  added  to  it  as  opportunity  per- 
mitted, and  since  entering  the  ministry  has  been  a diligent  student. 

lie  was  converted  at  High-Street  church,  Petersburg,  Virginia,  in  1865, 
under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  J.  L.  Shipley,  and  hecame  identified  with  that 
church,  lie  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1875,  and  exercised  his  gifts  as  a local 
preacher,  acceptably  to  churches  both  in  the  city  and  country.  In  January, 
1887,  he  was  appointed  by  Dr.  Whitehead,  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Lynchburg 
District,  to  Trinity  church,  in  Lynchburg.  In  November  following,  he  was  re- 
ceived into  the  travelling  connection  at  the  Conference  in  Danville  and  ap- 
pointed to  Wicomico  Circuit,  Maryland,  to  which  he  was  returned  the  third 
year.  lie  was  then  selected  for  Effingham,  Portsmouth  (now  Owens  Memorial), 
remaining  two  years;  then  three  years,  Ebenezer  (Crittenden’s)  ; one  year,  Dor- 
chester, Maryland;  three  years,  Ilaygood  and  Lynnhaven ; now,  East  King  and 
Queen. 

Brother  Jones’  labors  have  been  blessed  of  the  Lord  in  the  conversion  of  many 
souls,  for  he  is  fully  consecrated  to  the  work  and  the  Lord  is  with  him.  He 
gives  promise  of  great  usefulness  in  the  future. 


REV.  JAMES  W.  STIFF. 

Mr.  Stiff  is  of  Scotch-English  ancestry.  He  was  born  dune  6,  1856,  at  Port 
Conway,  King  George  county,  Va.  His  parents  were  Methodists,  and  “walked 
with  God.”  He  was  reared  in  an  atmosphere  of  piety  and  set  apart  by  his 
parents  from  infancy  for  the  Christian  ministry,  and  early  in  life  he  became 
impressed  with  the  fact  that  God  wanted  him  for  that  work. 

When  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Thomas  J. 
Bayton,  lie  was  happily  converted,  and  for  a long  time  enjoyed  the  conscious 
favor  of  God.  But  as  he  grew  in  years  and  his  convictions  of  a call  to  the  min- 
istry  became  stronger,  his  heart  rebelled.  He  did  not  want  to  preach. 

In  the  fall  of  1875  he  was  entered  as  a student  at  Randolph-Macon  College. 
Here,  while  struggling  with  his  convictions,  he  lost  all  sense  of  God’s  favor,  and 
frequently  passed  through  seasons  of  great  distress.  Ilis  sense  of  woe  continu- 
ally increased  until,  towards  the  middle  of  the  second  session,  God  obtained  the 
mastery  and  he  was  conquered.  The  recollection  of  that  moment  will  never 
pass  away.  The  peace  of  God, 'like  the  waters  of  a mighty  river,  ilowed  into 
his  soul.  After  the  fierce  storm  there  was  a mighty  calm.  He  has  never  since 
doubted  his  call  to  the  ministry.  He  did  not  return  to  college  after  the  close 
of  his  second  session,  but  in  the  fall  of  1877  was  licensed  as  a local  preacher 
bv  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Bowling  Green  Circuit.  In  November 
of  the  following  year  (1878),  at  the  session  of  the  Conference  in  Petersburg, 
he  applied  for  admission  on  trial,  and  was  accepted.  He  was  appointed  for 
the  ensuing  year  to  the  Clover  Hill  Circuit,  where  he  remained  one  year.  His 
next  appointment  was  the  Burkeville  Circuit,  Nottoway  county.  This  charge 
he  served  two  years.  He  was  next  sent  to  the  Belle  Haven  Circuit,  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  where  he  remained  three  years.  His  fourth  charge 
was  the  Dinwiddie  Circuit,  which  lie-served  for  four  years.  Ilis  next  charge 
was  ( 'hostor field  Circuit,  three  years;  then  Smithfield  and  Bonn’s,  one  year; 
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next,  Elizabeth  City,  two  years;  then  West  End  Memorial,  Manchester,  two 
years;  Wesley,  Petersburg,  two  years;  then  to  Memorial,  Lynchburg,  his  pres- 
ent charge. 

Mr.  Stiff  is  above  the  average  in  height,  with  good  space  from  shoulder  to 
shoulder.  lie  is  erect,  steady  in  his  gait  and  positive  in  his  movements,  without 
hurry  or  rushing.  lie  wears  spectacles.  He  has  a refined  hearing  and  a be- 
nevolent gravity  befitting  his  calling. 


REV.  PORTER  HARDY. 

If  “blood  will  tell,’’  we  may  look  for  it  to  show  itself  in  the  life  and  char- 
acter of  this  young  man.  II  is  father  was  Samuel  Hardy,  of  Greenesville  county, 
Ya. — a Methodist  of  the  olden  type  and  for  many  years  a schoolmaster  of  no 
mean  order.  Porter  was  born  in  Brunswick  county  in  November,  1861,  and, 
his  mother  dying  while  he  was  yet  an  infant,  he  was  committed  to  the  care  of 
relatives  living  in  Dinwiddie  county. 

He  made  progress  at  school,  and  was  ready  for  college  when  fifteen  years  old. 
His  limited  means  forbade  him  the  advantages  of  the  lecture-room. 

In  1877  lie  became  a Christian  and  a Methodist,  lie  had  a call  to  preach. 
For  years  he  closed  Iris  ears  to  the  divine  voice,  following  secular  business,  sooth- 
ing his  conscience  by  the  palliative  of  lack  of  education.  In  1885  he  became 
Secretary  to  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  in  Petersburg,  Ya.  He 
went  to  Florida  in  1887,  in  the  same  capacity,  and  intended  to  join  the  Florida 
Conference;  but  the  fever  appearing  while  he  was  in  Virginia  on  a visit,  he 
entered  our  Conference  in  1SS8,  and  was  sent  to  East  Halifax;  next  year  to 
Blandford  Mission,  Petersburg,  remaining  three  years;  the  same  time  at  Ft- 
trick;  one  year  at  Madison  Station,  Lynchburg;  four  years  on  Ring  William 
Circuit,  and  DOO-’Ol  at  Bon  Air,  a suburban  section  of  the  Capital  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Hardy  has  light  hair  and  eyes;  is  of  medium  stature;  has  rather  a be- 
nevolent countenance,  which  indexes  his  character.  He  is  genial,  and  modest 
almost  to  a fault — a good  boy  from  the  cradle.  He  has  energy  and  the  stuff 
men  are  made  of.  lie  is  married. 


REV.  JAMES  II.  MOSS,  M.  A.,  P1I.  D. 

Dr.  M oss  is  the  son  of  Rev.  James  O.  Moss  and  Jennie  P.  Moss,  lie  was  born 
in  Greene  county,  Ya.,  May  28,  1865.  In  a conversation  with  his  mother 
before  he  was  five  years  old  he  gave  unmistakable  evidence  of  an  intelligent 
appreciation  of  the  nature  and  conditions  of  salvation  and  his  own  personal 
appropriation  of  the  precious  promises  of  the  Gospel.  Thenceforward  his  life 
has  been  remarkably  consistent,  ruled  bv  the  dictates  of  an  enlightened  con- 
science, and  commanding  the  confidence  of  all  his  associates.  In  his  fifteenth 
year  lie  entered  Randolph-Macon  College,  when*  he  remained  a student  for 
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four  sessions,  standing  among  the  first  in  all  liis  classes,  and  winning  the  highest, 
honors  in  mathematics. 

II is  father  becoming  Presiding  Elder  and  having  his  official  home  in  Char- 
lottesville, led  young  Mr.  Moss  to  enter  the  University  of  Virginia,  where  he 
was  a student  three  years,  graduating  in  1887  with  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts. 

After  his  graduation  at  the  University  of  Virginia  he  was  appointed  to  Gor- 
donsvillc  and  Orange  Station  as  a licensed  local  preacher,  in  place  of  Dr.  W.  W. 
Bennett,  deceased.  From  this  station  he  went  to  Vanderbilt  University  and  was 
for  one  session  a student  at  Wesley  Hall,  in  the  Theological  Department  of  that 
institution. 

During  all  his  career  at  college,  and  even  from  early  childhood,  the  one  ambi- 
tion of  his  life  was  to  proclaim  the  Gospel.  He  Avas  received  on  trial  in  the 
traveling  connection  of  the  Virginia  Conference  at  the  session  held  in  Ports- 
mouth, Va.,  November,  1888,  and  assigned  to  Williamsburg  Station.  Of  this 
charge  he  Avas  the  beloved  pastor  for  four  years,  during  the  last  three  of  Avhicli, 
adding  to  his  labors  in  his  OAvn  charge  an  assistant  professorship  of  Ancient  and 
Modern  Languages  in  William  and  Mary  College. 

At  the  Conference  of  1892  he  Avas  assigned  to  Flovd-Street  Station,  Danville, 
which  he  served  for  one  year.  On  October  12,  1893,  be  Avas  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Lizzie  Iona  Creasy,  of  NcAvport  Hews,  avIio  has  proved  a helpmeet 
indeed  in  every  good  work.  After  serving  West  Point  Station  for  three  years, 
during  Avhieh  lie  Avas  instrumental  in  relieving  that  charge  of  a most  embarrass- 
ing church  debt,  he  was  elected  to  the  professorship  of  Greek  and  Latin  in 
Emory  and  Henry  College,  and  served  in  that  capacity  during  the  sessions  of 
189IL’97,  and  ’97-’98.  For  the  two  last  years,  in  connection  Avith  the  pastorate 
of  Belmont  Station,  Charlottesville,  he  has  been  pursuing  an  additional  course 
at  the  University  of  Virginia,  and  graduated  from  that  institution  Avith  the 
degree  of  Ph.  I ).  in  the  class  of  1900.  He  is  about  five  feet  ten  inches  in  height ; 
complexion,  brunette;  of  open,  manly  countenance,  and  stalwart  constitution. 
Ilis  mind  is  mathematical  and  logical  in  a high  degree,  and  yet  the  creative  and 
poetic  faculty  is  by  no  means  Avanting.  lie  is  intensely  original  in  his  concep- 
tion and  presentation  of  truth,  and  notwithstanding  his  attention  to  the  classics, 
has  rapidly  developed  in  pulpit  efficiency.  With  his  spotless  life,  deep  and 
fervent  piety,  able  exposition  and  enforcement  of  Scriptural  truth,  any  charge 
will  be  fortunate  to  secure  his  services. 


REV.  WILLIAM  A.  S.  CONRAD. 

Mr.  Conrad  Avas  born  in  the  historic  toAvn  of  Harper’s  Ferry,  Va.  (iioav  West 
Virginia),  liis  parents  Avcre  godly  people,  and  consecrated  their  child  to  God 
in  baptism  and  diligently  instructed  him  in  the  precepts  and  doctrines  of  the 
Christian  religion  as  taught  by  the  Methodists.  Of  him  avo  can  say,  as  Paul 
said  of  Timothy,  “From  a child  thou  hast  knoAvn  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  arc 
able  to  make  tbee  Aviso  unto  salvation.” 

Mr.  Conrad’s  early  education  embraced,  in  addition,  all  that  the  best  ad- 
vantages of  the  times  and  the  place  of  his  nativity  could  supply,  lie.  afterwards 
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studied  pharmacy,  and  entered  the  drug  business  in  Richmond,  where  he  owned 
and  conducted  a lucrative  business  at  the  time  of  his  entrance  into  the  traveling 
ministry. 

lie  made  public  profession  of  religion  in  Trinity  church,  Richmond,  Ya., 
under  the  ministry  of  Dr.  R.  X.  Sledd.  After  several  years,  in  1880,  he 
moved  his  business  to  the  West  End,  and  transferred  his  membership  from 
Trinity  to  Laurel  Street  church.  Here  be  became  quite  active  in  Church  work, 
and  was  soon  put  into  the  stewardship.  About  this  time  he  attended  a Dis- 
trict Conference,  held  in  lower  Xew  Kent,  from  which  he  returned  with  re- 
newed and  increased  spiritual  life.  From  this  time  his  interest  in  the  Chyrch 
and  Church  work  was  more  pronounced.  His  time,  his  money,  his  talents  were 
freely  and  liberally  given  where  and  when  needed,  and  time  brought  no  abate- 
ment of  his  religious  fervor. 

In  1 88g  he  was  licensed  to  exhort,  and  in  the  following  year  licensed  to  preach. 
He  continued  in  the  local  ministry,  doing  good  service  and  increasing  in  power 
and  usefulness,  until  1888,  when,  on  recommendation  of  his  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence, lie  was  admitted  into  the  Virginia  Conference.  His  first  pastoral  charge 
was  West  Street,  Petersburg,  the  next  was  Buckingham  Circuit,  then  Fluvanna, 
after  that  Rappahannock,  lie  is  now  serving  Greene  Circuit.  The  charges 
served  by  Mr.  Conrad  have  prospered  under  bis  ministry.  The  people  served 
by  him  have  kept  him  as  long  as  the  Bishop  and  the  law  would  permit,  and  are 
all  eager  to  have  him  again.  As  preacher  and  pastor  he  is  popular  and  suc- 
cessful. 

Hr.  Conrad’s  sermons  are  carefully  prepared  and  well  delivered.  He  is  a 
student,  and  keeps  abreast  with  current  thought.  11  is  sermons  show  careful 
selection  of  the  material  thoughts  and  intelligent  construction  of  the  frame 
work.  Xo  hasty  compound  from  his  laboratory  crowns  the  counter  of  the  sa- 
cred desk  to  poison  and  destroy  the  health  of  the  Church.  He  is  well  versed  in 
the  Mnh' riii  Mnlirn  of  the  Gospel,  and  brings  to  his  work  in  the  care  of  souls 
the  concentration  of  thought,  the  painstaking  care  and  the  exactness  of  the  pre- 
scription clerk.  llis  sermons  are  attractive,  interesting,  instructive,  convinc- 
ing. There  is  no  staleness.  He  who  hears  him  once  will  wish  to  hear  him 
agaitf.  llis  personal  appearance  and  manner  in  the  pulpit  and  out  of  it  are 
impressive  and  taking.  The  hair  gone  from  the  top  of  his  head  and  the  rest 
mixed  with  white  mark  usually  the  age  of  maturity — sometimes  the  age  of  de- 
cline-- but  Mr.  Conrad,  with  bald  pate  and  silvering  locks,  is  still  young  and 
growing  mentally,  spiritually  and  in  power  to  do  well  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

Mr.  Conrad  was  happily  married  October,  1875,  to  .Miss  Annette  Carter,  of 
Richmond,  who  has  borne  him  seven  children,  five  of  whom  survive.  In  this 
union  the  man  found  indeed  a helpmeet.  She  has  shared  his  toils,  cheered  and  en- 
couraged him  in  the  face  of  difficulties,  inspired  him  with  fresh  courage  in  the 
times  of  defeat  or  despondency,  and  in  his  successes  rejoiced  with  him  as  part- 
ner in  the  labors  and  hopes  that  brought  the  victory.  When  he  decided  to  give 
up  his  business  and  enter  the  pastorate,  she,  with  true  womanly  devotion,  sur- 
rendered her  comfortable  home  and  surroundings  in  Richmond,  and  went  with 
him  into  the  homeless  wanderings  of  the  itinerancy.  With  almost  magic  power 
she  has  transformed  old,  comfortless  parsonages,  with  scant  supply  of  old  furni- 
ture, into  cheerful  homes.  She  lots  made  the  small  stipend  of  the  minister  go 
so  far  in  supplying  wardrobe  and  table,  that  if  the  days  of  miracles  were  now,  we 
might  well  believe  that  she  had  the  power  to  multiply  by  superhuman  means  the 
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few  coins  brought  in  by  the  husband.  Ilers  lias  also  been  the  task  well  per- 
formed of  training  their  children  in  paths  of  virtue  and  usefulness.  “Her  chil- 
dren arise  up  and  call  her  blessed  ; her  husband  also,  and  be  praiseth  her.” 


REV.  WILLIAM  T.  WILLIAMS. 

Mr.  Williams  is  not  robust  in  stature,  but  erect  and  manly;  of  a prepossessing 
personal  appearance,  graceful  in  manner  and  dignified  in  bearing.  His  auburn 
hair  and  ruddy  face  indicate  an  ardent  temperament  and  an  impulsive  nature. 
There  is  an  undisguised  and  open  honesty  and  sincerity,  that'  mark  his  manly 
face.  He  is  strong  in  his  personal  attachments,  magnanimous  and  generous. 
In  the  social  circle  he  is  never  morose,  but  always  bright,  genial  and  cheerful; 
in  the  pulpit  he  is  earnest  and  impressive;  in  the  pastoral  work  he  is  systematic 
and  diligent,  and  his  labors  on  circuits  and  stations  have  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful. He  is  a Methodist  by  inheritance,  being  descended  from  an  honorable 
line  of  Methodist  ancestry.  He  is  the  son  of  John  D.  and  Mary  Williams,  and 
was  born  in  Sussex  county,  Virginia,  December  25,  1857. 

He  was  educated  at  Randolph-Macon  College  and  received  into  the  Virginia 
Conference  on  trial  in  18S0  and  sent  in  charge  of  King  William  Circuit.  In 
1881  he  was  transferred,  at  his  own  request,  to  the  Denver  Conference,  and  was 
stationed  at  Las  Vegas,  in  Hew  Mexico.  He  returned  to  the  Virginia  Confer- 
ence in  the  spring  of  18S2,  and  took  charge  of  Fox  Hill  Station — then  without  a 
pastor.  From  the  Conference  of  1SS2  he  was  sent  to  Blandford  Station,  in 
Petersburg;  in  1883  he  was  sent  to  West  End  Station,  in  Manchester;  in  1885 
he  was  sent  to  Caroline  Circuit;  in  188G,  to  West  Point,  and  in  1888,  to  Bowl- 
ing Green;  1890,  Scottsville ; 1892,  Hanover;  1S95,  Denny-Street,  Richmond; 
1890,  West  End  Memorial,  Manchester;  189S,  Lekies  Memorial,  Norfolk; 
1899,  Bedford  City;  1900,  Madison  Circuit. 

November  28,  1888,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Moore,  daughter  of  Dr.  J. 
B.  Moore,  of  King  William  county,  Virginia. 



REV.  WILLIAM  IL  CROWDER. 

Mr.  Crowder  was  born  in  Halifax  county,  Virginia,  November  11,  1817.  Tie 
comes  of  good  Methodist  stock,  his  father,  Rev.  G.  N.  Crowder,  having  been 
long  one  of  the  most  godly  members  of  the  Church  and  a local  preacher.  The 
mother  is  a person  of  unusual  intellectual  endowments,  and  as  noticeable  in 
this  regard  as  her  husband  for  his  consecration.  From  this  superb  lineage  of 
piety  and  brains  sprang  their  son,  a member  of  the  Virginia  Conference.  Tic: 
was  converted  in  early  life. 

During  the  late  war  be  served  in  Wright’s  Battery,  entering  the  army  in  front 
of  Petersburg  before  lie  was  seventeen.  Here  he  received  a hurt  that  frequently 
gives  him  great  pain  even  to  this  day. 
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At  the  close  of  the  contest  he  went  into  secular  business;  but  on  bearing,  be 
heeded  the  call  divine  by  surrendering  all  to  the  will  of  the  .Master,  lie  was 
admitted  to  the  ranks  of  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  since  his  advent  into  tlm 
body  has  served  with  great  acceptance  the  following  appointments:  West  Frank- 
lin, Patrick,  Smith  Patrick,  Pittsylvania,  Cascade  and  Onancock. 

In  personal  appearance,  Mr.  Crowder  is  imposing — six  feet  high  and  finely 
proportioned;  broad,  square  shoulders;  a head  large  and  symmetrical;  forehead 
broad  and  high  ; the  cheekbones  are,  as  in  the  red  aborigines,  somewhat  promi- 
nent, and  thus,  coupled  with  measure  of  head  from  ear  to  ear,  give  one  a hint 
of  the  Indian  trait — combativeness.  But  while  prompt  to  face  a foe,  “beard  to 
beard,”  he  is  no  less  ready  to  forgive.  Ilis  eyes  are  blue,  clear  and  tender; 
his  nose  is  delicate  and  well-chiseled,  indicating  a refined  character.  In  repose, 
his  face  is  thoughtful,  not  to  say  severe;  while  in  speaking  it  is  mobile,  and 
depicts  emotion  in  all  its  varied  phases.  As  a preacher,  he  is  massive,  strong 
and  rigidly  argumentative,  lie  prefers  fruit  to  flowers;  points  to  periods.  Ilis 
ardor  of  conviction  and  logic  kindle  into  genuine,  burning  eloquence  without 
the  aid  of  the  volatile  and  explosive  tropes  of  a camphene  and  chap  trap  rhetoric. 

As  a pastor,  he  is  decidedly  popular,  without  being  compelled,  as  it  were,  to 
purchase  it  at  the  expense  of  the  dignity  of  his  high  calling.  Ilis  moral  courage 
is  of  hemic  typo,  and  he  attacks  fearlessly  the  special  sins  of  the  day  by  name, 
and  not  bv  implication.  lie  will  be  felt,  no  matter  where  he  may  be  sent,  and 
will  always  be  a positive,  and  not  a negative,  quantity  in  the  equation  of  Meth- 
odism. Our  Virginia  Methodism  is  debtor  to  him  for  new  houses  of  worship, 
increase  in  members,  and  a higher  tone  of  piety.  lie  is  serving  Benby’s  Station. 


REV.  BASCOM  BEY. 

Mr.  Bey  is  a son  of  Rev.  John  B.  Bey,  who  has  been  a member  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference  for  over  fiftv  vears.  Mr.  Bey  was  born  in  Williamsburg, 
Va.,  in  lsi/,0. 

He  joined  the  Virginia  Conference  in  1885,  and  has  held  appointments 
at  Matoaca,  Blandford,  Newport  News,  Charlotte,  West  Campbell,  West  Bin- 
widdie  and  Prospect.  lie  is,  1900-’01,  on  Lunenburg. 

M r.  Bey  was  married  to  Miss  llettie  Lee  Morriss,  of  Petersburg,  in  1888. 
She  has  been  to  him  a faithful  wife  and  a helpmeet  indeed. 

Mr.  Bey  is  of  medium  stature,  and  has  well-marked  features,  clean-shaved, 
neat  and  tidy  in  dress.  He  is  a man  who  would  attract  more  than  a passing 
glance  in  any  crowd. 

As  a preacher,  he  is  logical,  forcible,  clear;  does  not  resort  to  tricks  or  clap- 
trap to  catch  the  attention  of  his  audience,  but  always  presents  the  truth, 
as  he  sees  it,  in  a way  which  commends  itself  to  thoughtful  men.  He  ap- 
peals to  the  intellect  and  the  reason  of  his  hearers,  rather  than  to  their  feel- 
ings while  preaching.  Ilis  sermons  show  thought,  versatility  and  careful 
preparation.  He  is  a hard  worker  and  a student,  and  keeps  abreast  of  tin* 
times.  1 1 is  manner  in  the  pulpit  is  easy  and  his  delivery  full  and  distinct. 

Mr.  Bey  has  had  the  advantages  in  intellectual  training  of  William  and 
Mary  and  Handolph-M aeon  Colleges. 
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Tn  matters  of  denominational  opinion  he  is  exceedingly  liberal,  and  conse- 
quently is  very  popular  with  people  of  other  Churches.  II  is  own  people 
highly  appreciate  and  sincerely  love  him. 

II is  leading  theme  and  thought  is  salvation  through  Christ;  and  while  he 
is  not  a revivalist,  yet  by  his  strong,  sincere  faith  and  his  clean,  pure  life 
he  has  led  many  of  his  people  to  a higher  plane  of  living  than  they  had  known 
before. 

Mr.  Dey  is  a modest  man,  and  does  not  push  himself  forward,  nor  does 
he  obtrude  his  troubles  upon  his  friends,  yet  at  the  same  time  he  is  patient 
and  sympathetic  in  hearing  the  woes  of  others.  lie  is  a man  of  sound  judg- 
ment, and  is  not  easily  led  astray  by  the  many  new  and  pernicious  doctrines 
that  are  knocking  at  the  door  of  our  Zion  for  entrance.  We  need  more  such 
men  in  our  Conference  to  combat  these  “isms,”  which  are  doing  so  much  to 
weaken  the  Church  and  discount  religion. 


REV.  E.  VIRGIL  CARSON. 


Mr.  Carson  is  a Virginian,  a native  of  the  historic  county  of  Appomattox, 
lie  grew  up  on  a farm — a healthy,  happy,  wholesome  life.  It  is  seldom  that 
a lad,  who  has  made  the  frosty  air  echo  to  the  strokes  of  his  axe,  is  the  victim 
of  bad  habits.  lie  is  sound  in  life  and  limbs. 

II  is  conversion  at  thirteen  was  a genuine  and  thorough  regeneration — “born 
from  above.”  Though  so  young,  he  heard  and  heeded  a divine  summon  to  ser- 
vice as  an  evangelist — a call  to  preach.  He  wisely  went  to  college  to  equip 
himself,  recognizing  that  a cultured  age  demanded  whetted  instruments — edged 
tools,  lie  obtained  a Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  at  Emory  and  Henry. 

The  Virginia  Conference,  at  its  session  of  1889,  enrolled  him  in  the  ranks 
of  that  venerable  and  historic  Synod.  He  was  commissioned  of  the  Bishop 
to  care  for  the  interest  of  our  Church  and  God’s  cause  on  Chatham  Circuit. 
His  gifts,  energy  and  devotion  were  signally  illustrated  in  his  first  campaign. 
He  was  continued  four  years,  the  utmost  limit,  on  his  first  parish — an  excep- 
tional mark  of  confidence  and  evidence  of  his  achievements.  At  the  close  of 
the  quadrennial  there  had  been  five  churches  and  a parsonage  erected.  This 
was  the  material  exhibit.  The  record  shows  hundreds  of  souls  converted.  If 
the'  patient  preacher  took  courage  and  rejoiced,  when  it  was  made  certain  to 
him  that  his  labors  of  20  years  had  brought  one  immortal  spirit  to  God,  declaring 
his  willingness  to  toil  two  decades  again  with  gladness  to  secure  another — how 
great  the  jov  of  this  youth  returning  “bringing  his  sheaves  with  him” — such 
a harvest ! 

From  Chatham  Circuit  he  went  to  Franklin,  serving  two  years;  then  to 
Amelia,  continuing  to  the  legal  limit;  then  to  Amherst,  where  he  is  spending 
his  third  term.  While  on  these  charges  the  Lord  multiplied  the  membership, 
certifying  to  his  apostleship  and  recording  his  credentials  on  the  living  tablets 
of  converted  hearts. 

M r.  Carson  had  a good  send  off,  for  his  parents  were  Methodists,  which  counts 
for  much.  They  were  Thomas  E.  and  Mary  A.  Carson.  Their  son,  Virgil, 
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was  horn  July  25,  18(55,  while  the  air  was  yet  dim  and  dire  over  his  crad'e 
in  Appomattox  with  the  sulphurous  smoke  of  war. 

He  is  of  medium  height,  weighing  a hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  thirty- 
six  years  old.  lie  has  dark  eyes,  hair  and  moustache.  II i s manners  are 
gentle  and  winning.  His  character  is  manly  and  sturdy — a Christian  gentle- 
man, a forceful  expounder  of  Scripture,  but  especially  a spiritual  preacher 
withal.  Ills  work  as  a pastor  is  earnest,  systematic,  faithful  and  fruitful. 


HEY.  PATRICK  MORTIMER  BELL. 

.Mr.  Bell  was  born  at  Madison,  Amherst  county,  Ya.,  March  17,  1865.  Tie  is 
of  Scotch-Irish  parentage  and  possesses  all  the  characteristics  of  that  sturdy 
people.  His  ancestry  have  been  prominent  in  the  cause  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  both  in  Scotland  and  in  America.  Ili’s  paternal  grandfather  was  with 
Commodore  Decatur,  and  General  John  Starke,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  was 
great-uncle  to  his  mother.  In  the  civil  war  the  family  were  divided,  some 
joining  the  Federal  forces  and  others  the  Confederate. 

His  father  having  died  when  he  was  only  ten  years  of  age,  he  did  not  enjoy 
the  advantages  of  a collegiate  education,  but  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Lynchburg  until  he  was  fourteen  when  he  entered  a shop  and  learned  a trade,  in 
which  he  became  very  proficient.  Being  of  a restless  disposition,  he  travelled 
largely  through  Yirginia  and  other  States,  learning  by  experience  and  observa- 
tion much  that  cannot  be  taught  in  books. 

His  mother  is  still  living,  and  is  now  nearly  seventy-four  years  of  age.  For 
sixty  years  she  has  been  a true  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  from  her 
the  son  inherited  bis  religious  faith.  Kir.  Bell  was  converted  when  twelve  years 
of  age,  but  after  four  or  five  years  relapsed  into  indifference  and  doubt.  He 
was  restored  to  the  favor  and  sonship  of  God  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  in  October, 
1887,  and  united  with  the  First  Methodist  church  of  that  city.  He  was 
licensed  to  preach  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  First  church,  Memphis, 
October  3,  1888,  and  admitted  on  trial  into  the  Memphis  Conference  at  its  ses- 
sion held  at  Fulton,  Ivy.,  November  13-18,  1889,  Bishop  Hendrix  presiding. 
Tie  was  immediately  transferred  by  Bishop  Hendrix  to  Columbia  Conference, 
and  stationed  at  Spokane,  Wash.,  as  junior  preacher  to  Rev.  Reg.  B.  Swift. 
From  Kovember,  1888,  to  November,  1889,  though  only  a local  preacher,  he  was 
junior  preacher  to  Dr.  Warner  Moore  at  First  church,  Memphis,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  city  mission  work,  and  was  also  active  in  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work,  sometimes 
preaching  on  the  streets  of  Memphis.  During  that  time  he  was  pursuing  his 
studies  under  Dr.  Moore,  to  whom  he  was  greatly  indebted. 

Mr.  Bell  remained  five  years  in  the  Northwest,  and  served  the  following 
charges  in  the  order  named  : Spokane,  Wash. ; Walla  Walla,  Wash. ; Heppner, 

Ore,;  La  Grande,  Ore.;  Covello  and  Waitsburg,  Wash.  From  September, 
10)4,  to  November.  1895,  he  was  inactive.  On  October  2,  1892,  at  Dayton, 
Wash.,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Embrec.  They  now  have  three  children. 
Mr.  Bell  always  had  a fondness  for  books  and  spent  his  spare  time  in  reading, 
especially  books  of  travel,  history,  and  biography.  Though  not  having  the 
advantage  of  collegiate  training,  he  has,  bv  close  application  and  hard  study, 
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succeeded  in  acquiring  a large  store  of  accurate  and  practical  knowledge.  lie  is 
a progressive  thinker,  often  investigating  subjects  that  to  others  would  be  ox 
little  interest.  Besides,  be  keeps  up  with  current  thought  and  literature.  He 
is  possessed  of  a clear,  analytical  mind,  and  his  sermons  are  systematic,  logical, 
and  forceful,  lie  has  a pointed,  pithy  way  of  putting  things,  epigrammatic  in 
style,  and  often  his  sentences  startle  his  hearers.  Possessing  tine  descriptive 
powers,  lie  often  becomes  eloquent,  though  there  is  no  studied  effort  for  mere 
effect.  His  sermons  are  always  interesting  and  instructive,  though  his  congre- 
gation may  not  always  agree  with  his  conclusions. 

Being  of  an  aggressive  nature,  he  sometimes  arouses  opposition,  but  by  per- 
sistent effort  lie  usually  succeeds  in  accomplishing  the  work  attempted.  He  has 
always  the  interest  of  his  Church  in  view  and  is  untiring  in  his  efforts  for  its 
welfare  and  success.  In  his  business  relations  and  Church  affairs  he  is  punc- 
tual, systematic,  and  scrupulously  careful.  He  is  a pronounced  optimist,  and 
has  the  faculty  of  looking  on  the  bright  side  of  life,  though  not  blind  to  the 
evils  and  difficulties. 

He  is  nearly  six  feet  tall,  weighs  200  pounds,  has  dark-brown  eyes,  black 
hair,  dark  complexion,  small  head  set  firmly  upon  broad,  square  shoulders,  and 
a clear,  strong  voice.  lie  holds  in  reserve  a large  store  of  physical  energy 
and  is  capable  of  great  endurance. 

For  years  be  has  been  an  active  temperance  worker,  both  as  a Good  Templar 
and  political  Prohibitionist.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pythias. 

I le  was  ordained  deacon  by  Bishop  W.  W.  Duncan  at  Dayton,  Wash.,  August 
1 0,  1891,  and  elder  by  Bishop  O.  P.  Fitzgerald,  at  Pendleton,  Ore.,  September 
3,  1893.  He  was  received  by  transfer  into  the  Virginia  Conference  at  its 
session  of  1895,  held  at  Richmond,  and  has  served  West  Bedford  Circuit  two 
years  (1895-1897),  and  Appomattox  Circuit  three  years  (1897-1900). 


REV.  WILLIAM  E.  GRANT. 

The  cheerful,  genial  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  and  reared  a “Tar-heel.” 
Still,  it  may  be  of  advantage  to  him,  with  some  of  his  Virginia  friends,  to  know 
that  Virginia  blood  Hows  in  his  veins.  lie  has  a stout,  square,  solid  anatomy,  in 
weight  ranging  from  one  hundred  and  forty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-five; 
light  complexion;  blue  eyes  and  light  hair;  an  open,  frank  countenance,  that 
beams  pleasantly  upon  you  at  all  times.  He  is  the  third  son  of  Rev.  William 
Grant,  for  many  years  a member  of  the  Virginia  Conference.  His  mother  was 
.Miss  Sarah  J.  Meador,  of  Xansemond  county,  Virginia.  He  was  born  January 
19,  1853,  during  the  pastorate  of  his  father  on  the  Hertford  (now  Ilarrcllsville) 
Circuit.  As  far  back  as  he  can  trace  the  genealogy  of  the  family,  they  have  all 
been  Methodists.  He  was  converted  in  his  fifteenth  year  under  the  ministry  of 
Rev.  J.  E.  McSparran,  on  Northampton  Circuit,  in  1898.  He  was  soon  after 
this  impressed  with  the  idea  that  he  must  preach  the  Gospel.  Until  ho  reached 
his  twenty-first  year  he  worked  on  the  farm,  his  father  sending  him  to  school 
whenever  he  could.  During  all  these  years  he  led  a consistent  life,  being  class- 
leader  in  the  church  a part  of  the  time.  At  a revival  held  on  the  circuit  in  1877 
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by  Rev.  J.  ().  Rhodes  lie  was  abundantly  blessed  of  God  while  leading  a prayer- 
meeting before  the  regular  services.  Being  extremely  timid  and  bashful,  he" 
feared  exceedingly  to  enter  the  field  as  an  embassador  of  Christ,  thinking  his 
education  was  too  limited,  lie  concluded  to  remain  on  the  farm  until  finances 
assumed  a better  shape.  With  assistance  from  bis  father,  he  was  enabled  to 
spend  three  scholastic  years  at  Randolph-Macon  College.  lie  was  received  on 
trial  in  the  Virginia  Conference  in  1880  and  sent  to  Surry;  1882,  to  Chester- 
field; 1883,  to  Montross;  1885,  to  Prince  Edward;  1887,  to  West  End,  Man- 
chester; 1888,  to  Gordonsville  and  Orange;  1889,  Effingham- Street,  Ports- 
mouth; 1890,  Wicomico;  1891,  Bowling  Green;  1892,  Fluvanna;  1894,  super- 
annuated; 1895,  supernumerary;  1890,  Buckingham;  1900,  Cumberland  Cir- 
cuit. In  all  of  these  appointments  he  has  been  successful  in  leading  souls  to 
Christ  and  building  up  the  waste  places  in  Zion,  lie  is  “a  workman  that  needeth 
not  to  be  ashamed.” 

December  1 1,  1888,  be  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  II.  Redd,  of  Prince 
Edward  county,  Virginia,  of  an  ancient  and  notable  Methodist  family. 

Xo  one  ever  brought  in  contact  with  Mr.  Grant  will  fail  to  find  many  robust 
virtues  in  this  truest  type  of  a Methodist  preacher.  His  modesty,  self-efface- 
ment, high  and  keen  sense  of  honorable  behavior  and  his  thorough  devotion  to  his 
vocation  give  him  a title  to  respect  more  to  be  valued  than  the  precious  metals 
and  precious  stones  in  stars  and  medals  bestowed  by  royalty.  Men  who  have 
kept  eye  on  his  walk  and  conversation  are  honored  by  his  friendship,  lie  is  in 
all  rounded  elements  of  worth  a Christian  gentleman. 


REV.  COLUMBUS  S.  WAMSLEY. 

Mr.  Wamsley  is  the  son  of  Solomon  and  Elizabeth  L.  Wamsley,  and  was  born 
in  Randolph  county.  Virginia  (now  West  Virginia),  June  3,  1851. 

lie  was  reared  under  Methodist  influence,  and  had  laid  within  him  the  foun- 
dation of  a moral  and  religious  character  while  very  young.  lie  was  converted 
and  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  on  August  12,  180b,  under 
the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  J.  II.  Waugh,  of  the  Baltimore  Conference. 

The  Church  at  once  found  in  Brother  Wamsley  a willing  worker,  and  in  186S 
lie  was  appointed  Sunday-school  superintendent.  In  1809  he  was  made  class- 
leader,  which  office  he  held  until  lie  entered  the  ministry. 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  the  year  1878,  admitted  on  trial  into  the  Western 
Virginia  Conference  at  its  session  held  in  September,  1879,  and  was  appointed 
by  Bishop  Doggett  to  the  Glenville  Circuit;  in  1880,  to  Pleasant  Ridge  Circuit; 

1882,  to  Elizabeth;  1883,  Prostonsburg  and  Pikeville;  1885,  Jacksonville; 
1880,  St.  George;  1887,  Meadowville,  and  in  1888  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Virginia  Conference  and  appointed  to  West  Goochland  Mission;  1889,  Greene 
Circuit;  1890,  West  Amherst;  1891.  West  Hanover;  1893,  Ileathsville ; 1S94, 
Orange;  1890,  superannuated,  his  present  position. 

Brother  Wamsley  went  regularly  through  his  course  of  study  in  the  allotcd 
time,  and  passed  all  of  his  examinations  with  great  credit  to  himself.  Having 
joined  the  Conference  in  1879,  in  1881  lie  was  ordained  deacon,  and  elder  in 

1883.  ITe  is  a hard  student,  and  applies  himself  closely  to  his  book;  yet  he  has 
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never  boon  known  to  neglect  his  ministerial  duty  in  any  of  its  departments. 
Alwavs  on  hand  when  duty  called,  under  all  circumstances,  lie  lias  built  up  C 
noble  reputation  wherever  he  has  labored. 

11c  is  about  six  feet  in  height,  of  excellent  physique;  a man  of  noble  character, 
moral  and  intellectual  worth. 


REV.  WILLIAM  R.  PROCTOR. 

Mr.  Proctor  is  a son  of  the  late  Rev.  J.  II.  Proctor,  a well-known  and  honored 
member  of  the  Virginia  Conference.  On  his  mother’s  side,  his  descent  is  also 
from  a preacher.  II is  maternal  grandfather  was  Russell  13.  Foster,  for  some 
years  a Methodist  itinerant. 

On  September  9,  1807,  William  was  born.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  has 
been  spent  at  the  farm  in  Dimviddie  county.  As  a boy,  he  was  of  a religious 
east  of  mind,  correct  in  deportment,  truthful  and  affectionate,  responsive  to  the 
godly  teaching  of  his  parents  and  remarkably  considerate  of  the  rights  of 
others — a boy  to  be  depended  on  and  trusted. 

In  L882  he  was  converted  and  joined  the  Church,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev. 
W.  W.  Lear.  Of  his  call  to  the  ministry,  he  says: 

“Soon  after  entering  my  eighteenth  year  (1885),  I sensibly  felt  that  God  was 
calling  me  to  the  work  of  the  ministry;  but  I hesitated  to  make  it  known  even 
to  my  parents.  I tried  to  drive  away  the  conviction  that  it  was  my  duty  to 
preach.  I had  chosen  a different  walk  in  life,  and  wished  to  follow  that.  Re- 
sides, 1 wanted  to  be  sure.”  lie  doubtless  tried  to  persuade  himself  that  he  was 
mistaken;  but  he  honestly  laid  the  whole  matter  before  God  and  “wrestled 
with  Him  in  prayer,”  with  the  determination  to  follow  the  guidance  of  divine 
Providence.  “I  became  satisfied,”  he  says,  “that  it  was  my  duty  to  preach,  and 
began  to  feel  happy  at  being  counted  fit  for  the  Master’s  service.” 

In  1887  he  was  licensed  to  exhort;  that  fall  attended  Randolph-Macon  Col- 
lege, continuing  two  sessions;  in  1888,  licensed  as  local  preacher;  in  1889,  ad- 
mitted to  Conference  and  sent  to  Matoaca. 

Ten  years  ago  the  author  made  bold  to  affirm  that  William  Proctor,  then  in 
his  “gosling”  as  a preacher,  gave  evidence  of  “decided  promise,”  as  "his  pulpit 
work  was  of  no  mean  order.”  Ilis  zeal,  fervid  piety,  studious  habits  gave  pre- 
sage of  future  achievements,  while  his  modest  behavior,  coupled  with  child-like 
simplicity  of  spirit,  won  host  of  friends.  lie  has  filled  (in  1900)  the  predictions 
of  1890.  Mr.  Proctor,  now  pastor  of  McKendree,  Xorfolk,  measures  up  to  a 
high  standard  of  ministerial  demands  in  the  pulpit,  pastorate  and  in  the  good 
report  of  "those  without.”  The  church  of  our  chief  city  by  the  great  waters 
and  capital  of  seaport  Methodism  is  served  well  by  its  corps  of  clever  clergy, 
among  whom  William  R.  Proctor  i.s  a potent  factor.  11c  carries  with  him  an 
atmosphere  of  “sweetness  and  light,”  Christian  refinement,  tempered  ardor  of 
high  duly,  resourceful  enterprise  and  vigorous  mind. 
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REV.  W.  J.  T WILLEY. 

[Mr.  Twilley  was  l>orn  -July  23,  1S52,  in  the  village  of  Upper  Trappe  (now 
Allen),  Wicomico  county,  Mil.  His  father,  Caleb  I ).  Twilley,  died  November 
11,  1855,  leaving  his  mother,  Hester  A.  Twilley,  a widow,  with  three  children, 
William  being  the  second  child  and  only  son.  lie  was  converted  in  August,* 
INTO,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  -I.  I).  Hank.  1 1 is  father  was  a class-leader. 
11  is  mother,  who  in  October,  1S93,  passed  from  the  sorrows  of  earth  to  the 
bliss  of  heaven,  was  a woman  of  great  consecration,  remarkable  zeal  and  un- 
usual efficiency  in  Christian  work.  Her  name  is  revered  and  her  influence 
still  lives. 

Mr.  I’willev  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  [Maryland  and  in  Ran- 
dolph-Macon  (Allege.  11c*  was  licensed  as  a local  preacher  at  Ashland  by  Rev. 
d.  II.  Davis  March  24-,  1873.  July,  1874,  he  was  sent  to  Berlin  Circuit  by 
Rev.  d.  B.  Dev,  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Eastern  Shore  District  to  supply  that 
charge  until  Conference.  In  .November,  1874  he  joined  the  Virginia  Confer- 
ence at  Elizabeth  City,  X.  C.  At  the  request  of  Bishop  Ilaygood,  and  to  aid 
in  removing  a pressure  then  existing  in  the  Virginia  Conference,  on  account 
of  a transfer  of  territory,  he  was,  November,  1894,  transferred  to  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  where  he  remained  five  years.  November,  1899,  was 
transferred  back  to  the  Virginia  Conference.  The  work  now  served  was  or- 
ganized by  him  as  part  of  the  Belle  Haven  work  nineteen  years  ago — this  mak- 
ing the  third  time  he  has  been  in  charge  of  it.  lie  has  never  served  a charge 
that  would  not  gladly  welcome  his  return. 

lie  has  had  some  experience  as  a teacher  and  an  editor.  lie  has  been  twice 
married.  First,  to  Mrs.  Augusta  Schellanger,  of  Cape  May,  New  Jersey; 
second,  to  Miss  Laura  Pridgen,  of  Elm  City,  N.  C. 


REV.  RICHARD  II.  BENNETT. 

He  was  horn  in  the  parsonage  at  Blacks  and  Whites  (now  Blackstone),  Notto- 
way county,  Va.,  [March  12,  1SGG.  Ilis  father  was  Rev.  W.  W.  Bennett,  D.  D., 
ami  his  mother  Virginia  Lee  Sangster.  Trained  in  the  fear  of  God,  he  gave 
himself  at  nine  years  of  age  to  the  service  of  His  Church,  being  received  into 
the  communion  of  the  [Methodist  Church  in  old  Sydney  Station  (now  Park 
Place),  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  George  II.  Ray. 

He  entered  the  preparatory  department  of  Randolph-Macon  College  at  Ash- 
land when  twelve;  years  of  age,  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in 
1nn:>,  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  Notwithstanding  his  youth,  he  won  the  .Mathe- 
matical prize  in  his  senior  year  on  competitive  examination,  and  in  1885  took 
the  A.  M.  degree.  The  next  year  he  taught  as  assistant  professor  in  the  schools 
<d  Mathematics,  French,  and  English  in  Randolph-Macon  College,  being  at  the 
same  time  joint  principal  of  the  Ashland  Male  Academy,  and  taking  Theology 
and  Hebrew  as  post-graduate  work  in  the  College.  In  18SG-’K9  he  was  Princi- 
pal of  Woodhourne  Academy,  at  Trevillian’s,  Louisa  county,  Va.,  and,  from 
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September,  1>>9,  to  December  of  same  year,  Principal  of  Spring  City  High 
School,  Spring  City,  Tenn. 

11  is  call  to  the  ministry  came  to  him  upon  leaving  college.  lie  felt  no  oppo- 
sition to  the  work  of  the  ministry;  but,  trained  in  an  atmosphere  of  piety,  with 
the  example  of  his  father  before  him  daily,  he  realized  that  the  ministry  was 
the  holiest  of  vocations,  and  he  hesitated  to  assume  duties  of  so  sacred  a nature 
and  fraught  with  such  responsibilities  until  the  call  to  go  was  unmistakable. 
It  was  not  until  1867  that  he  became  fully  satisfied  that  this  was  the  work  God 
had  for  him  to  do,  and  he  set  his  face  toward  it  to  look  back  no  more.  He 
applied  for  and  received  license  to  exhort  from  the  Quarterly  Conference,  pre- 
sided over  by  Rev.  J.  O.  Moss,  then  on  the  Charlottesville  District.  '’The 
Quarterly  Conference  of  Louisa  Circuit  (Rev.  A.  C.  Bledsoe,  Presiding  Elder), 
licensed  him  to  preach,  March  23,  1889,  and  the  Quarterly  Conference  of 
Trinity  church,  Richmond,  to  which  he  had  transferred  his  membership,  recom- 
mended him  for  admission  on  trial  into  the  traveling  connection;  and  he  was 
received  on  trial  in  Xovember,  1SS9,  and  assigned  to  Washington  Street  (now 
Asbury),  Richmond.  There  was  no  church  organization,  though  a Sunday- 
school  was  in  operation.  Though  young  and  inexperienced  in  the  work,  he  was 
not  discouraged,  but  set  himself  to  build  up  a church,  and,  under  the  blessing 
of  God,  reported  at  the  next  session  of  the  Conference  110  members,  which  num- 
ber grew  to  193  within  the  next  two  years. 

In  the  fall  of  1892  Hr.  Bennett  entered  Princeton  Theological  Seminary  to 
attend  Dr.  W.  Henry  Green’s  lectures  on  Old  Testament  Hebrew  Criticism, 
and  to  pursue  other  post-graduate  work.  At  the  close  of  the  Seminar v session 
in  June,  1893,  he  went  to  Mathews  Circuit,  to  the  relief  of  the  pastor,  Rev. 
George  II.  McFaden,  who,  on  account  of  sickness,  was  unable  to  do  the  work  of 
the  circuit.  In  September  of  the  same  year  Rev.  P.  A.  Peterson,  D.  D.,  then 
in  charge  of  'Trinity  church,  Richmond,  died,  and  Mr.  Bennett  was  sent  to 
supply  the  pulpit  until  Conference.  Trinity  urgently  requested  his  appoint- 
ment to  that  charge  the  following  year,  but  Bishop  Granbery,  thinking  his  ser- 
vices needed  in  Baltimore,  transferred  him  to  that  Conference  and  stationed 
him  at  Calvary.  In  March,  1894,  he  asked  to  be  transferred  to  the  Virginia 
Conference,  though  the  Official  Board  of  Calvary  protested  against  his  removal 
from  there.  As  the  Virginia  Conference  would  not  meet  until  Xovember,  he 
was  made  assistant  pastor  of  Centenary,  Richmond,  and  filled  the  pulpit  of 
that  church  during  the  absence  of  Dr.  Sledd  at  the  General  Conference  in 
Memphis.  On  the  election,  in  June,  1894,  of  Rev.  Janies  Cannon,  Jr.,  pastor 
of  the  church  in  Farmville,  to  the  principalship  of  Blackstone  Institute,  Mr. 
Bennett  tilled  the  pulpit  in  Farmville  till  the  session  of  the  Conference  in  1S94. 
The  Official  Board  of  Granby  Street  church,  Xorfolk,  had  asked  for  a young 
man  as  assistant  to  Rev.  A.  Coke  Smith,  D.  D.,  and,  though  the  Farmville 
church  had  asked  for  Mr.  Bennett’s  return,  Bishop  Hay  good  sent  him  as  junior 
pastor  to  Granby  Street.  Though  full  of  pastoral  work  and  other  duties  con- 
nected with  this  charge,  which  was  erecting  the  present  beautiful  Epworth 
church,  he  preached  every  Sunday  either  in  Granby  Street  or  some  other  church. 

It  was  here  he  found  his  wife — the  best  piece  of  fortune  which  had  yet  fallen 
to  him.  In  October,  1894,  he  was  married  by  Rev.  A.  Coke  Smith  to  Miss 
Mamie  Bruce,  a daughter  of  Garland  S.  Bruce,  then  a steward  at  Granbv  Street. 
Born  of  pious  parents,  brought  up  in  an  atmosphere  of  piety,  trained  in  the 
best  schools  of  the  land,  young,  beautiful,  devoted  to  Christ  and  Bis  Church,  no 
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fitter  helpmeet  could  have  been  found  for  a preacher  of  the  Gospel.  Strange 
power  has  love  over  the  feminine  heart  to  lead  a woman  with  everything  wealth 
can  give  to  leave  her  home  and  link  her  fortune  with  that  of  an  itinerant  Metho- 
dist preacher.  But  so  it  is,  thanks  to  the  providence  of  God. 

Tn  November,  1895,  Mr.  Bennett  was  sent  to  McKendree,  Norfolk,  where  he 
remained  four  years.  During  this  time  he  received  273  members  into  the 
church.  The  last  year  was  one  of  great  spiritual  uplift  to  pastor  and  people, 
and  consequently  of  prosperity  in  all  things  else.  One  hundred  and  twelve  of 
the  273  members  were  received  this  last  year,  and  a debt  on  the  church  of  $3,100 
lifted. 

lie  is  now  stationed  at  St.  James,  Richmond,  to  which  charge  he  was  assigned 
in  November,  1899.  Under  his  pastoral  care  the  church  is  steadily  moving 
forward.  The  congregations  fill  the  church  building,  souls  are  being  saved, 
new  members  added,  the  debt  on  the  church  building  is  being  liquidated,  and 
all  interests  advancing. 

i\h-.  Bennett  in  person  is  tall,  well-proportioned,  handsome  in  face  and  figure, 
with  a carriage  of  singular  dignity.  Ilis  face  would  attract  attention  in  any 
company.  lie  is  full  of  energy,  well  poised,  brave,  sympathetic.  His  sense  of 
humor  is  keen,  and  he  knows  how  and  when  to  use  this  weapon  of  power. 
As  a preacher,  he  is  clear  in  thought,  accurate  in  statement,  sound  in  doctrine, 
and  evangelical  to  the  core.  He  reads  largely  and  to  purpose,  bringing  no  un- 
beaten oil  into  the  sanctuary.  He  is  at  home  with  the  scholarlv.  yet  is  a wel- 
come visitor  to  the  homes  of  the  unlettered  poor  and  a favorite  with  the  chil- 
dren. Ilis  high  sense  of  honor  puts  him  above  that  which  is  small  in  word  or 
deed,  and  as  a friend  he  may  be  trusted  as  only  a true  man  may  be. 


REV.  JACOB  B.  ASKEW. 

Air.  Askew,  though  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  (his  birth  dates  November  23, 
1858),  hails  from  that  part  of  North  Carolina  which  was  until  1S90  in  the 
Virginia  ( Ymference,  a land  of  brave  men  and  fair  women. 

He  was  converted  in  1S74,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  age.  He  attended  a 
high  school  for  two  years,  and  entered  Randolph-Macon  College  in  1879  having 
been  licensed  to  preach,  August  16th,  the  same  year.  He  remained  in  that 
institution  two  years.  He  spent  the  year  following  as  supplied  junior  on  the 
Henderson  Circuit,  North  Carolina  Conference,  and  joined  the  Virginia  Con- 
ference at  its  session  in  Norfolk,  November,  1879.  He  was  appointed  junior 
on  the  Hertford  and  Edenton  Circuit.  The  next  year  lie  served  Clover  Hill 
Circuit;  afterwards  Essex  Circuit,  King  William  Circuit,  Dorset  Mission,  West 
Lunenburg  Mission,  Burkevillc  Circuit,  Montross  Circuit,  New  Kent,  West 
Street,  Petersburg;  Surry,  Prince  Edward,  West  Norfolk,  East  Halifax, 
Trinity  (Lynchburg),  1 OOO-’l , a suburban  church  at  the  end  of  Grace  street, 
where  his  brethren  already  rejoice  in  a good  and  genial  minister  of  experience 
and  one  authorized  to  administer  all  the  ordinances. 

One  who  knows  Mr.  Askew  well  draws  a pen  portrait  of  him.  He  is  a fine 
fellow — in  spirit,  in  character,  in  consecration  to  the  work  of  God;  a preacher 
very  considerably  above  the  average,  a pleasant  gentleman  to  deal  with  in 
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elmreh  ami  by  the  fireside.  Above  reproach,  his  record  has  been  a steady  and 
at  times  a very  abundant  fruitage. 

AI  r.  Askew  is  of  medium  height,  a trifle  stout  in  build,  erect,  with  a firm, 
elastic  step.  1 1 is  forehead  is  high,  and' his  face  open,  honest  and  manly.  He 
lias  sound  and  seasoned  sense- — never  blown  about  by  shifting  gales.  Ilia  opin- 
ions are  settled.  Duty  is  supreme.  Elders  know  full  well  they  can  count  on 
him.  lie  quits  himself  like  a man.  The  spiritual  and  material  interests  of  the 
Church  did  not  fall  apart  or  remain  ungirt.  He  “carries  up  his  corner”  firmly 
and  at  the  right  moment.  He  has  never  married.  It  would  be  an  easy  task  to 
win  a wife,  for  he  has  engaging  elements  and  a presence  that  satisties  the  eye 
with  intelligence,  and  a good  heart. 


REV.  RANDOLPH  T.  CLARKE. 

He  is  the  son  of  William  N.  and  Rosa  A.  Clarke;  was  born  in  Nottoway 
county,  Virginia,  September  15,  1850.  His  father,  of  industrious  habits,  was, 
in  ante  helium  days,  a fine  type  of  the  successful  and  prosperous  farmer.  The 
war,  however,  left  him,  like  a vast  majority  of  the  most  substantial  men  of  the 
South,  stripped  of  almost  everything  except  his  landed  estate,  and,  being  well 
advanced  in  years,  with  a large  family,  mostly  of  young  children,  on  his  hands, 
lie  never  fully  recovered  from  the  wreck  of  his  fortunes;  and,  therefore,  young 
Clarke  had  scant  early  educational  advantages.  During  his  early  youth  lie  as- 
sisted his  father  on  the  farm,  gaining  such  elements  of  an  education  as  the  very 
inefficient  public  schools  offered.  He  sought  the  assistance  of  a neighboring 
farmer,  who,  with  his  wife,  instructed  their  young  friend  at  night  in  the  usual 
branches  of  an  English  education,  he  insisting  on  compensating  them  therefor 
b}  such  service  as  lie  could  render  on  the  farm  during  the  day. 

At  fourteen  lie  was  converted  under  the  ministry  of  the  late  Rev.  J.  W.  Blin- 
coe,  and  became  a Methodist.  He  served  as  secretary  of  the  Sunday-school,  and 
soon  heard  distinctly  the  call  of  Heaven  to  preach,  but  plead  lack  of  education, 
yielding  to  Cod  at  last. 

From  Richmond,  where  he  was  then  employed,  he  went  to  Randolph-Macon 
in  the  autumn  of  1884,  doing  as  well  as  he  could  with  his  inferior  preparation. 

When  hi  s funds  gave  out  he  went  to  work  in  Maryland,  and  then  came  back 
to  the  college  in  188S,  remaining  till  the  spring  of  1880,  leaving  then  to  see  his 
father. 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1S87,  joined  the  Virginia  Conference  in  1889, 
and  was  assigned  to  North  Pittsylvania.  Here  among  a warm-hearted  and  sym- 
pathetic people  he  spent  the  first  two  years  of  his  ministry.  The  Minutes  for 
these  years  show  that  every  interest  of  the  charge  had  best  attention,  all  claims 
fully  met,  and  nearly  one  hundred  were  added  to  the  Church.  December  17, 
1890,  he  was  happily  married  to  Miss  Lessie  Wilkinson,  of  Chalk  Level,  Rev. 
-Joseph  H.  Amiss,  his  Presiding  Elder,  officiating. 

The  years ’92  and  ’93  were  spent  on  Pittsylvania  Circuit;  ’94-’97  on  Cascade, 
and  he  is  now  closing  his  fourth  year  on  West  Amherst.  He  has  shown  in  all 
these  charges  increasing  diligence  in  the  work  of  the  Master,  and  has  entitled 
himself  to  the  warm  love  and  confidence  of  his  people.  The  Bishop  and  his 
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Council  linvc  learned  that  lie  can  be  safely  trusted.  Mr.  Clarke,  had  he  em- 
barked in  mercantile  pursuits,  would  easily  have  risen  to  highest  popularity  in 
any  large  establishment.  Tall,  erect  of  carriage,  handsome  of  feature  and 
form,  of  dark  complexion,  blue  eyes,  finely-chiseled  face,  with  auburn  mous- 
tache and  hair  inclining  to  curl,  he  would  attract  attention  in  any  company,  lie 
is  the  soul  of  honor,  courteous,  amiable,  of  pleasing  countenance,  winning  man- 
ners, and  voice — on  the  natural  key — as  pleasing  as  a lute,  lie  is  a man  of 
strong  convictions,  uncompromising,  fearless,  deeply  pious  and  thoroughly  con- 
secrated to  the  work.  He  believes  himself  truly  called  of  God,  is  a good  and 
growing  preacher,  and  everywhere  makes  full  proof  of  his  ministry. 

The  story  of  the  struggle  for  an  education,  and  then  for  preparation  for  ser- 
vice in  the  pulpit,  has  not  been  told  in  its  full  details;  but  enough  is  put  on  the 
page  to  assure  the  reader  that  Randolph  Thornton  Clarke  is  worthy  to  keep  com- 
pany with  heroic  men  who  count  it  their  chief  joy  and  highest  conscience  ‘‘to 
testify  the  Gospel  of  the  Grace  of  God. 


REV.  LEROY  J.  PIIAUP. 

Mr.  Phaup  is  a man  of  sterling  qualities,  good  and  true,  a worthy  pro- 
duct of  the  prayers  and  labors  of  noble  Christian  parents,  aided  ever  by  the 
grace  of  God.  lie  is  a man  of  striking  personal  appearance,  tall  and  scru- 
pulously neat,  and  of  even  more  striking  qualities  of  disposition  and  character. 
Among  these  may  be  named  indefatigable  zeal.  Brother  Phaup  is  a very  beaver 
for  work — earnestness,  fidelity  and  a genius  for  organization  and  construction. 

He  is  a native  of  Buckingham  county,  having  been  born  there  to  John  J.  and 
Ann  Eliza  Phaup  on  February  0,  1864.  Eighteen  years  later  he  was  converted 
under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Travis  J.  Taylor  on  Prospect  Circuit,  connecting 
himself  in  membership  with  Smyrna  church.  At  twenty  years  of  age,  on  April 
19,  18S4,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Dice,  on  Augusta  Circuit, 
Baltimore  Conference.  Then  followed  the  struggle  for  an  education,  in  which 
Brother  Phaup  was  upheld  and  aided  by  the  most  noble  self-sacrifice  on  the 
part  of  his  parents.  During  the  summer  of  1888  was  appointed  junior 
preacher  on  Nottoway  Circuit  under  Rev.  J.  E.  DeShazo.  Leaving  Randolph- 
41  aeon  College  in  the  spring  of  1889,  lie  was  sent  for  six  months  as  supply  to 
Henrico  Circuit.  lie  proved  successful  and  acceptable  in  both  of  these 
positions. 

But  it  was  not  until  November,  1899,  when  received  on  trial  into  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference  and  assigned  to  the  pastorate  of  Howard’s  Grove  Mission, 
Richmond,  Va.,  that  Brother  Phaup  had  an  opportunity  to  show  his  real  worth 
as  a worker  in  the  Lord’s  vineyard.  Within  three  years  he  raised  the  member- 
ship of  the  mission  from  twenty-one  to  two  hundred  and  forty-two,  and  erected 
the  new  church  building  known  as  Fairmont  Avenue.  From  this  time  his 
every  effort  has  been  blessed  with  success.  Truly  God  has  been  with  Ilis  servant. 
From  Fairmont  Brother  Phaup  was  sent  to  the  West  Chesterfield  Circuit, 
where  within  the  four  years  of  his  pastorate  he  erected  one  new  church  and  com- 
pleted another,  already  begun,  and  had  marked  success  in  every  department  of 
circuit  work.  The  next  two  succeeding  years,  from  1896  to  1898,  were  spent 
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at  -Madison  Station.  Nearly  one  hundred  were  added  to  the  membership,  and 
a beautiful  new  parsonage  was  built.  From  Madison  Brother  Phaup  was  sen'- 
to  his  present  charge,  York.  Here  he  is  maintaining  well  his  past  record. 
Zion  church  has  been  enlarged,  Providence  greatly  improved,  the  parsonage 
thoroughly  remodeled  and  modernized.  Last  year  the  membership  was  in- 
creased by  nearly  two  hundred,  and  the  work  is  still  growing. 

Xo  small  part  of  this  unvarying  success  is  perhaps  due  to  the  true,  sweet 
wife  whom  Brother  Phaup  has  had  by  his  side  since  1800.  In  December  of 
that  year  he  was  married  by  Dr.  Paul  Whitehead  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Turner,  of 
Henrico  county,  a daughter  of  Samuel  D.  Turner,  for  thirty  years  a member 
of  the  Joint  Board  of  Finance.  Mrs.  Phaup  is  a true  .Mary,  comforting  and 
helpful  to  those  around  her.  Five  bright  and  happy  little  ones  have  come 
into  the  home,  and  in  his  family  circle  the  father  finds  much  to  refresh  and 
strengthen  him. 

After  the  statement  of  such  facts  as  have  been  given,  it  seems  needless  to  add 
that  Brother  Phaup  is  one  of  our  young  strong  men,  a man  of  whom  his  Church 
may  well  he  proud.  He  modestly  disclaims  all  glory  for  himself;  but  through 
him  "the  glory  of  the  Lord”  is  being  made  manifest,  and  he  is  honored  of  God 
as  II is  instrument. 


REV.  WILLIAM.  A.  TOMPKINS. 

Mr.  Tompkins  was  born  in  Fluvanna  county,  Ya.,  April  24,  1851.  He  was 
the  only  son  of  the  first,  marriage  and  the  first-born  of  Launcelot  M.  and  Ann 
Elizabeth  Tompkins.  His  mother  was  a Methodist,  but  his  father  never  con- 
nected himself  with  any  church.  The  latter  was  a prosperous  farmer,  and  he 
intended  that  his  son  should  follow  that  occupation;  but  God  had  a higher 
calling  for  him. 

\\  illiam,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received  early  religious  impressions;  but 
lie  did  not  yield  himself  to  the  wooings  of  the  Spirit  until  his  seventeenth  year. 
In  the  month  of  d uly,  1868,  at  a meeting  held  in  a Baptist  church  near  the  home 
of  his  boyhood,  he  was  soundly  converted  to  God.  lie  would  have  connected 
himself  with  that  church,  but  he  could  not  endorse  the  doctrine  of  close  com- 
munion. I'o  accept  that  doctrine  seemed  to  him  like  saying  that  the  members 
of  other  branches  of  the  churches  arc  not,  Christians. 

lie  was  received  as  a member  of  Cunningham  church,  on  the  Fluvanna  Cir- 
cuit, hv  the  Rev.  M.  L.  Bishop,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  circuit  at  that  time. 
\\  hen  lie  presented  himself  for  membership  in  the  Church,  he  preferred  baptism 
by  immersion  ; hut,  after  a thorough  study  of  the  subject  during  a period  of  two 
years,  he  gave  up  his  immersion  views,  being  fully  convinced  that  baptism  by 
] touring,  fittingly  representing  the  application  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  the  prefer- 
able mode. 

Mr.  Tompkins  soon  felt  that  he  was  called  of  God  to  the  ministry.  He  ac- 
cordingly was  licensed  as  an  exhorter  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  for  Fluvanna 
Circuit,  presided  over  by  the  Rev.  Jacob  Manning,  in  the  spring  of  1871,  and 
was  licensed  as  a local  preacher  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  for  Hanover 
Circuit,  presided  over  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  11.  Davis,  in  dune,  1873.  He  was  a 


■ 
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student  at  Randolph-Macon  College  during  the  sessions  of  1872-’3-’4-,  and  a 
part  of  the  session  of  1874-’5.  lie  left  college  before  the  close  of  the  latter., 
session  because  of  the  illness  of  his  father. 

In  1878  and  '7'J  he  served  as  a supply  on  the  Robinson-!’ iver  Circuit,  Char- 
lottesville District,  under  the  Presiding  Eldership  of  Revs.  B.  P.  Wills  and  J. 

1 ).  Blackwell.  In  the  fall  of  the  latter  year,  his  father  having  died  and  his  sis- 
ters needing  his  care  at  home,  he  took  charge  of  the  farm,  remaining  there  a 
year,  lie  was  then  admitted  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference  at  its  session 
held  in  Danville  .November,  1880.  Since  that  time  he  has  served  the  following 
charges:  Milton  Circuit,  two  years;  South  Dorchester  Circuit,  three  years; 

Dorset  Mission,  one  year;  West  Lancaster  Circuit,  one  year;  Montross  Circuit, 
one  year;  Spotsylvania  Circuit,  one  year;  West  Campbell  Circuit,  two  years; 
South  of  Dan  Circuit,  two  years;  Pittsylvania  Circuit,  two  years;  Floyd-Street 
Station,  one  year;  West  Buckingham  Circuit,  one  year,  and  he  has  now,  Decem- 
ber, 1000,  entered  upon  his  fourth  year  on  the  Middle  Bedford  Circuit. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1SS8,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Fanny  M.  Durret, 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  John  D.  Durret,  of  Albemarle  county,  Ya.  A son  and 
a daughter  were  the  result  of  this  marriage;  and,  after  live  years’  of  blissful 
union,  God  took  the  devoted  wife  to  Himself.  Only  those  who  have  experi- 
enced such  bereavement  know  of  its  depths.  While  Mr.  Tompkins  deeply  felt 
the  pangs  of  grief  occasioned  by  the  loss  of  the  companion  of  his  bosom,  yet  he 
also  realized  God’s  sustaining  grace.  The  death  of  the  devoted  wife,  which 
occurred  on  the  5th  of  May,  1894,  was  followed  by  another  heavy  affliction  in  the 
loss  of  his  library,  all  his  sermon  notes,  clothing,  and  other  valuables,  by  fire 
on  the  12th  of  January,  1895.  He  then  had  to  rise,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  ashes; 
for  he  lost  nearly  everything,  and  was  severely  burned  himself.  However,  the 
kindness  of  friends  and  the  abundant  grace  of  God  enabled  him  to  bear  this 
affliction  also;  and  he  now  regards  this,  along  with  his  other  afflictions,  as  chas- 
tisements of  a loving  Father. 

On  the  1 Si h of  May,  1898,  he  was  again  married.  This  time  to  Miss  Mary 
Jimmie  Gibbs,  daughter  of  Mr.  P.  FT.  Gibbs,  of  Bedford  county,  Ya.  She  is 
a helper  to  him,  sharing  his  labors  and  sorrows  as  well  as  his  joys. 

Mr.  Tompkins  is  a man  of  medium  stature,  and  is  rather  sparely  built.  He 
is  a decided  blonde,  of  a retiring  disposition;  nervous,  a dyspeptic,  and  suffers 
from  defective  vision.  From  the  latter  cause  he  has  worn  spectacles  for  ten 
years.  II is  mind  is  slow  in  its  movements,  yet  he  is  considered  by  some  to  be  a 
good  preacher.  He  makes  no  effort  at  oratory.  Ilis  sermons  are  simple  presen- 
tations of  the  truth  as  he  understands  it;  and  his  effort  is  to  instruct  his  hearers 
and  move  them  to  righteousness  of  life;  but  to  this  end,  he  urges  the  necessity 
of  a sound  conversion  to  God.  It  cannot  be  said  that  he  is  gifted  as  an  exhorter. 
lie  has  never  doubted  his  conversion  nor  his  heavenly  call  to  the  ministry,  and 
he  is  conscious  of  the  Divine  acceptance  through  Christ. 


REV.  JOHN  L.  BRAY. 


Mr.  Bray  was  converted  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  James  C.  Martin,  at  old 
Bethlehem  church,  in  Gloucester  county,  Ya.,  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  was 
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born  January  1,  1870.  IT  is  parents  were  John  14.  and  8.  G.  Bray.  lie  was 
licensed  to  preach  in  1SS7,  studied  at  Randolph-Macon,  joined  the  Virgin  hi 
Conference  in  November,  1 y SO.  1 1 is  first  appointment  was  West  Buckingham. 
At  the  Conference  of  1800  lie  was  appointed  to  Trinity,  Lynchburg.  At  the 
Conference  of  1891  he  was  sent  to  Oaklctte  and  Bethel ; during  that  pastorate 
Bethel  was  put  with  the  East  Norfolk  Circuit.  At  the  Conference  of  1892  he 
was  appointed  to  Oaklette  and  Gilmerton.  At  Gihnerton  a handsome  new 
church  was  built,  paid  for  and  dedicated.  At  the  Conference  of  1894  he  was 
appointed  to  Wicomico,  NIcl.  The  parsonage  was  refitted  and  many  church 
difficulties  settled;  one  new  church  was  completed,  paid  for  and  dedicated,  and 
splendid  revivals  blessed  the  charge.  From  the  Conference  of  1895  he  went  to 
the  Belle  Haven  Circuit,  remained  two  years  and  had  splendid  revivals.  At 
the  Conference  of  1897  he  was  appointed  to  Capeville  Station,  remained  two 
years,  paid  the  debt  on  the  parsonage,  and  put  many  needed  repairs  on  the 
church  and  left  the  church  entirely  out  of  debt.  At  the  Conference  of  1899  he 
was  read  out  for  Rocky  Mount  Station,  where  God  is  blessing  the  work. 

On  September  17,  1891,  Mr.  Bray  married  Miss  Pauline  Clements,  of  Glou- 
cester county. 


REV.  EDGAR  POE  PARE  AM. 

Mr.  Parham  was  born  at  “Greenwood,”  the  home  of  his  parents,  in  Sus- 
sex county,  Ya.,  May  14,  1S5G.  Ilis  father,  Rev.  G.  W.  S.  Parham,  who 
died  June  17,  1899,  in  Petersburg,  Ya.,  for  a great  many  years  was  a local 
preacher  in  the  Methodist  Church.  Ilis  mother  was  Miss  Mary  J.  Hunt,  of 
Sussex  county,  Ya.  Both  branches  of  the  family  were  Methodists.  Their  home 
was  for  years  one  of  the  regular  stopping  places  of  the  weary  itinerant.  Ilis 
father  had  an  excellent  library  in  which  were  many  choice  Methodist  books. 
These  the  young  man  read  with  great  avidity  and  largely  made  up  for  the 
lack  of  school  privileges  which  were  meager  and  unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  Parham  was  converted  to  God  in  1875,  during  a revival  at  Concord 
church,  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  II.  Riddick.  The  impression  was  strong  on 
his  mind  from  his  youth  that  God  had  called  him  to  preach;  but  with  the 
drawbacks  and  discouragements  which  surrounded  him  it  cost  no  little  of 
struggle,  fear  and  suspense  to  his  mind  to  begin  the  work.  He  was  licensed 
at  Concord  church,  October  9,  1880.  That  grand  man,  now  in  Heaven,  Rev. 
E.  P.  Wilson,  who  was  then  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Petersburg  District, 
conducted  the  examination,  and  his  name  was  signed  to  the  paper  authoriz- 
ing the  untrained  and  raw  recruit  to  enlist  in  the  Lord's  army  of  Gospel 
preachers.  In  the  summer  of  18S2  he  was  employed  as  junior  preacher  on 
the  Middlesex  Circuit.,  Rev.  1).  G.  C.  Butts  being  the  pastor.  The  following 
fall  he  was  admitted  on  trial,  and  sent  to  Chatham  Circuit;  in  1883,  or- 
dained deacon  and  sent  to  West  Charlotte,  remaining  two  years;  ISSo-’SG, 
Montross;  ISST-’SS,  West  Lancaster;  1889,  King  William;  1890-’93,  Gooch- 
land; 1894,  Cartersville  Circuit;  lS95-’9fi,  Buckingham;  1 897-’  1900,  IIvco 
Circuit;  19()0-’l  lie  was  assigned  to  Dorchester  Circuit,  Md. 


HKY.  JOHN  H.  G11J.. 
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REY.  MOM  FORI ) S.  ELLIOTT. 

Mr.  Elliott  is  of  Scotcli-Irisli  descent.  ITis  parents  were  William  and  Eliza- 
beth d.  P.  Elliott.  From  his  father  he  inherited  the  manly  virtues  and  ready 
wit  of  the  sons  of  the  evergreen  Isle,  and  from  his  mother  the  firmness  and  per- 
sistence of  the  Scottish  blood.  The  place  of  his  nativity  is  Halifax  county,  Ya., 
and  he  began  life  April  1C,  1.SG2.  lie  was  horn  and  brought,  up  on  a farm. 
II  is  childhood,  youth  and  early  manhood  were  spent  in  the  open,  where  wide 
stretches  of  farm  and  forest  give  expansion  to  the  mental  vision,  and  towering 
mountains  inspire  the  ambition  that  aims  at  highest  things  in  thoughts  and 
deeds. 

II  is  parents  were  pious  folk,  and  carefully  taught  the  lad  of  the  precepts  and 
life  of  the  Holy  One.  At  the  age  of  sixteen — in  1878 — he  made  a public  pro- 
fession of  religion,  and  united  with  the  Christian  Church  (0’Kellv  Metho- 
dists). At  this  early  age  he  felt  called  of  the  Spirit  to  the  work  of  the  minis- 
try, hut  his  duty  to  his  parents  and  other  engagements  for  the  time  forbade  his 
heeding  the  call  to  the  sacred  work.  Later,  when  free  to  do  so,  he  set  himself 
in  earnest  to  meet  the  call  of  God  and  lit  himself  for  his  high  vocation.  His 
parents  and  the  public  schools  had  prepared  him  for  academic  studies,  hut  the 
money  to  maintain  him  in  the  higher  schools  had  to  be  earned  and  saved.  At 
last,  by  industry  and  economy,  the  goal  was  in  sight.  lie  spent  one  year  in 
an  academy  in  his  native  county,  and  then  matriculated  in  the  famous  Bingham 
School  of  Worth  Carolina,  where  he  took  a three-years’  course. 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  the  Christian  Church,  hut  his  first  work  in  the 
pastorate  was  as  a supply  on  Middle  Bedford  Circuit  in  1884,  under  Rev.  Paul 
Whitehead,  P.  I).,  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Lynchburg  District.  In  the  same 
year  he  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  At  a Quarterly 
Conference  for  Middle  Bedford  Circuit,  held  November  9,  1889,  he  was  re- 
licensed  to  preach  and  recommended  to  the  Annual  Conference  for  admission 
into  the  traveling  connection.  He  was  admitted  at  the  following  session  of  the 
Virginia  Conference,  and  appointed  to  West  Goochland  Mission.  Here  he 
spent  one  year.  His  next  charge  was  Milton  Mission.  On  this  hard  field  he 
served  three  years,  during  which  the  charge  greatly  advanced  spiritually  and 
materially.  In  1893  he  was  appointed  to  Essex  Circuit,  and  was  returned  1S94 
and  1.S95.  During  his  three  years  on  this  circuit  a new  and  commodious  par- 
sonage was  built,  the  church  buildings  were  improved,  revivals  of  religion 
blessed  the  communities,  members  were  added  to  the  Church,  and  all  interests 
of  the  Church  were  greatly  advanced.  In  November,  1890,  he  was  read  out 
for  Halifax  Circuit,  where  he  served  four  years.  lie  is  now  (1900-’l)  at  Chat- 
ham. Under  his  faithful  ministry  Halifax  has  taken  and  holds  the  lead  of  all  cir- 
cuits on  the  district.  Revivals  have  raised  the  standard  of  piety  and  increased  the 
membership  and  enlarged  the  liberality  of  the  people.  All  assessments  are 
annually  paid  in  full.  The  parsonage  has  been  enlarged  and  greatly  improved, 
three  new  churches  have  been  erected  and  two  others  greatly  improved  at  a cost 
of  several  hundred  dollars. 

M r.  Elliott:  was  married  1 tecemher,  1888,  to  Miss  Sallie  B.  Pullen,  of  Bedford 
county,  Ya.  She  is  a woman  well  fitted  in  mind,  in  heart,  in  culture  and  man- 
ners to  he  the  preacher’s  helpmeet.  Her  gentleness  and  faithfulness,  by  the 
arithmetic  of  love,  divides  his  labors  and  sorrows,  while  multiplying  his  com- 
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forts  and  joys.  Tlu*  light  of  her  presence  and  deftness  of  her  hand  transforms 
the  uncomely  and  comfortless  house  into  an  inviting  and  cheerful  home.  The 
three  bright  little  boys  and  the  baby  girl  of  the  parsonage  reflect  in  their  behavior 
the  faithfulness  of  the  mother’s  training  and  the  excellence  of  the  father’s  life 
at  home. 

51  r.  Elliott  has  a strong  mind,  well-balanced,  a ready  tongue,  a pleasant  man- 
ner, a gentle  nature,  a consecrated  spirit,  a studious  habit,  lie  is  industrious, 
practical,  persistent,  successful.  He  is  a man  who  brings  things  to  pass.  He 
buys  good  books — better,  he  reads  them  and  mentally  digests  their  contents, 
lie  grows  nourished  on  solid  food.  II is  preaching  is  strong,  clear,  scriptural, 
persuasive,  convincing.  lie  diligently  covers  every  part  of  the  pastor’s  legiti- 
mate field.  11  is  example  exemplifies  his  Gospel.  He  is  diligent  in  business, 
fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord.  Faithfulness  brings  reward.  Success 
brings  promotion  and  honor.  5 Ion  like  51.  S.  Elliott  cannot  be  kept  down. 
The  high  places  of  Zion  open  to  the  sesame  of  merit,  and  her  honors  are  for  the 
Christlike. 


LEV.  EUGENE  HUBBARD  RAWLINGS,  A.  51.,  B.  D. 

5fr.  Rawlings  is  the  son  of  L.  T.  and  5frs.  E.  J.  Rawlings.  He  was  born  near 
Bowellton,  in  Brunswick  county,  Ya.,  October  23,  1805. 

The  precepts  and  example  of  Christian  parents  early  gave  to  his  life  a trend 
and  inspiration  to  which,  under  God,  he  often  says  he  attributes  all  that  lias 
been  good  in  bis  life.  As  would  be  anticipated  from  such  home  influence,  at  an 
early  age  he  yielded  his  heart  to  God— Rev.  W.  11.  Atwill  at  that  time  being  his 
pastor.  The  conviction  that  be  ought  to  preach,  though  never  overwhelming, 
was  with  him  even  before  bis  conversion,  and  afterward  grew  with  his  growth 
in  grace.  Yielding  to  this  conviction  while  yet  in  his  sixteenth  year,  he  entered 
Randolph-51  aeon  College  to  prepare  for  his  work.  While  there  he  was  face  to 
face  with  the  problem  of  self-support,  which  has  developed  the  manhood  in  so 
many  young  men.  Bv  grit,  grace,  industry,  perseverance  and  the  favor  of  God, 
he  spent  six  years  at  Randolph-5Lacon,  and  three  more  at  Vanderbilt.  When,  in 
1887,  he  left  Randolph-Macon,  he  left  behind  him  a record  in  class  work, 
soviet v,  and  Young  5Ien’s  Christian  Association  work  that  few  can  equal. 

He  was  resolved  to  preach,  but  coveted  a full  preparation.  In  April,  1884,  lie 
had  been  licensed  to  preach  by  Rev.  E.  J.  Boggs.  During  his  vacations  lie  had 
done  good  work  as  supply.  During  the  summer  of  1880  he  attended  the  Moody 
Summer  school  at  Xorthficld,  Massachusetts.  He  was  urged  to  enter  the  work 
at  once;  but  the  way  being  opened,  lie  entered  the  Biblical  Department  of  Van- 
derbilt University  September,  1887.  II is  three  years  there  were  full  of  success. 
Ranking  easily  second  in  class  work,  he  was  unrivalled  either  in  his  department 
or  in  tin'  University,  in  general  favor  with  his  fellows  and  in  oratorical  power. 
While  at  Vanderbilt  lie  was  ordained  local  deacon,  by  Bishop  Keener,  at  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Tennessee  Conference,  in  Fayetteville,  Tennessee,  October  21,  1888. 
In  dune,  181)0,  he  graduated  with  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity,  and  was 
chosen  by  the  Faculty  to  represent  his  class  on  the  ( Vmimoncement  occasion. 

1 1 is  niinistrv  has  from  its  beuinnimr  been  blessed  of  God.  In  5Tmna  5Ien’s 
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Christian  Association  work  in  his  College,  and  in  prayer  services  or  occasional 
preaching  he  did  much  good  even  while  a student.  During  his  vacations  he 
tilled  with  great  acceptance  several  important  charges.  After  leaving  Vander- 
bilt, in  the  fall  of  1890,  he  supplied  Reidsville  Station,  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference,  for  five  months.  Here  he  so  thoroughly  won  the  hearts  of  his  peo- 
ple that  they  begged  him  to  unite  with  that  Conference,  that  they  might  ask  his 
return.  But  he  was  a Virginian  of  Virginians,  and  declined  their  request. 
In  November  of  that  year  he  was  received  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference, 
and  was  assigned  to  the  Ashland  Station.  After  four  months  he  was  transferred 
and  placed  in  charge  of  Calvary  church,  Baltimore.  Returning  to  the  Virginia 
Conference  at  the  end  of  the  year,  he  was  assigned  to  Clay  Street  church,  Rich- 
mond. Since  then  he  has  been  pastor  at  Centenary,  Norfolk;  Clay  Street,  Rich- 
mond, a second  term,  and  1900-’l,  Monumental,  Portsmouth.  Simply  naming  the 
responsible  charges  over  which  he  has  been  placed  tells  of  the  estimate  in  which 
his  work  is  held.  Few  men  are  so  well  prepared  for  the  work — with  fine,  natural 
powers,  well  trained  and  stored  by  preparation,  pleasing  address,  kind  and  sym- 
pathetic heart,  a tongue  charitable  almost  to  a fault,  fluent  and  forcible  in  speech, 
withal  having  deep  piety.  He  has  already  done  a fine  work,  which  we  doubt  not 
is  the  earnest  of  years  of  usefulness  to  the  cause  of  Christ  and  the  Church. 

Since  January  21,  1891,  he  has  had  the  best  of  all  assistance  in  his  work. 
On  that  day  lie  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Fannie  Belle  Powell,  daughter 
of  Dr.  R.  S.  Powell,  of  Brunswick,  his  own  native  county.  Mrs.  Rawlings  is  a 
helpmeet  indeed — being  eminently  qualified  by  endowment,  education  and  a 
sincere,  ardent,  religious  nature  for  the  important  and  delicate  duties  of  the 
Methodist  itinerancy.  For  the  welfare  of  Zion  and  the  glory  of  God,  we  can 
offer  few  more  pregnant  wishes  than  that  God  may  grant  to  these,  1 1 is  servants, 
long  and  fruitful  lives. 


REV.  JAMES  W.  HECKMAN. 

Mr.  Heckman  is  a native  of  Franklin  county,  Virginia.  II is  parents  were 
German  Baptists,  called  also  “Tunkers”  or  “Dunkards.”  As  that  Church  did 
not  believe  in  Sunday-schools  and  revivals,  he  (after  Ids  conversion)  joined  the 
Baptists.  He  did  not  fancy  close  communion.  In  an  internecine  war  about 
calling  a pastor  the  congregation  “split,”  and  Heckman  quit.  lie  was  drifting 
away  from  God;  but  wishing  to  be  in  the  pale  of  some  Church,  he  attached  him- 
self to  the  Campbcllites.  The  more  he  found  out  about  their  tenets,  the  less  he 
liked  their  doctrines;  so,  in  honesty  to  them  and  himself,  he  withdrew. 

He  knew  nothing  of  Methodism,  but  held  deep  prejudices  against  that 
Church.  He  was  a neighbor  of  the  Meihodist  preacher,  but  seldom  went  to 
church.  1 1 is  soul  was  in  trouble.  He  borrowed  of  Rev.  Mr.  Duke  two  works 
on  Baptism,  also  a Discipline.  Tie  read  Ralston  and  McTyeire’s  Catechisms  on 
Church  Government.  New  light  broke  upon  him.  lie  saw  in  the  Methodist 
Church  true  Scriptural  doctrines  and  a wise  government. 

Mrs.  Heckman  was  converted  in  the  autumn  of  187(5,  and  the  husband  was 
soon  restored  to  the  joys  of  salvation.  “Thank  God!”  says  Brother  Heckman, 
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and  the  words  came  as  artesian  waters  from  the  depths.  “Never  doubted  since.” 
They  joined  us. 

lie  was  licensed  in  January,  1887 ; served  as  local  preacher  till  Conference  of 
1890;  he  was  at  that  session  admitted  on  probation;  his  first  charge  was  Snow 
Creek  Mission,  remaining  two  years;  in  1892,  to  King  William,  serving  four 
years;  in  1896,  Goochland,  one  year;  in  1897,  West  Bedford,  three  years;  in 
1899,  Spottsylvania,  still  continuing  there. 

“A  clear  case.”  The  story  of  a man  sincere,  faithful  to  his  light  and  worthy 
is  here  told. 

In  King  William  a parsonage  was  built,  churches  repaired.  “God  has  used 
me  every  year  in  the  salvation  of  sinners  and  for  five  years  in  building  up  be- 
lievers. Hallelujah !” 


REV.  WILLIAM  A.  COOPER. 

His  parents  were  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  A.  Cooper,  and  he  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  December  17,  1866.  He  is  descended  from  Methodist  an- 
cestry for  at  least  four  generations.  At  the  early  age  of  fourteen  he  heeded  the 
call  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  made  profession  of  his  faith  in  Christ,  and  at  once 
united  himself  in  church  membership  with  the  people  of  God.  His  only  educa- 
tion was  received  in  the  public  schools  of  Baltimore,  and  he  afterwards  pursued 
a liberal  course  in  classical  and  theological  studies  under  the  tutorship  of  Dr. 
T.  J.  Dodd,  a distinguished  educator  and  author,  at  one  time  professor  in  Van- 
derbilt University. 

In  September,  1889,  Mr.  Cooper  joined  the  Kentucky  Conference,  and  for 
ten  years  labored  on  mission,  -circuit,  and  station  within  its  bounds,  lie  was 
happily  united  in  marriage  August  26,  1890,  to  Miss  M.  B.  Mann,  of  Winches- 
ter, Kentucky,  and  has  been  blessed  in  this  union  with  four  interesting  children. 

In  November,  1899,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  as- 
signed to  Danville  Circuit,  which  he  served  for  a year,  after  which  he  was  sent 
to  Clarksville,  where  he  has  just  entered  upon  his  work. 

Mr.  Cooper  has  more  than  ordinary  talent  for  public  speaking.  11  is  style  is 
ornate  and  intellectual.  He  has  always  been  a diligent  and  successful  student, 
and  has  a well-trained  intellect  and  a mind  well-stored  with  knowledge.  His 
books  are  his  well-beloved  companions,  and  lie  prepares  bis  sermons  with  greatest 
care.  He  garners  winnowed  grain.  God’s  people  are  fed  with  choice  loaves. 
They  command  his  best  exertions. 


REV.  DANIEL  B.  AUSTIN. 

Mr.  Austin  was  born  December  6,  1845,  on  Roanoke  Island,  N.  C.,  and 
reared  as  a fisherman  and  boatman. 

He  entered  the  Confederate  service  March,  1863,  was  captured  February  12, 
1864,  and  remained  a prisoner  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
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lie  was  married  May  31,  1866.  He  was  converted  in  August,  1868,  under 
the  ministry  of  Bev.  13.  II.  Jarvis,  a local  preacher,  who  at  that  time  was  in 
charge  of  Currituck  Mission  (afterward  Dare  Circuit),  and  immediately  joined 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  He  was  licensed  to  exhort  in  Sep- 
tember of  the  same  year.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1877  by  the  Quarterly 
Conference  of  Dare  Circuit.  He  entered  the  United  States  Life  Saving  Ser- 
vice December  17,  1S78,  and  remained  nearly  thirteen  years.  In  that  service 
he  rose  to  the  position  of  Captain  of  the  Life-Saving  Station,  which  position  he 
voluntarily  resigned,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  Department,  to  enter  upon  his 
great  work  of  saving  souls. 

He  moved  to  Currituck  county  in  1879.  He  was  admitted  on  trial  in  the 
Virginia  Conference  in  1891  in  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  was  appointed  as  junior 
preacher  to  Granby  Street  Station  and  Huntersville,  Norfolk,  Va.,  where  he 
remained  three  years.  He  has  since  served  the  following  charges  in  the  order 
named  with  faithfulness  and  success:  East  Suffolk  and  Magnolia,  three  years; 
Ebenezer,  two  years.  During  his  second  3rear  at  Ebenezer  he  suffered  the 
great  loss  of  the  death  of  his  wife.  At  the  Conference,  held  in  Petersburg, 
November,  1899,  he  was  appointed  junior  preacher  to  Central,  Central  Mis- 
sion and  Brighton,  Portsmouth,  Va.,  but  was  removed  and  put  in  charge 
of  South  Brunswick  Circuit,  Petersburg  District.  Pious,  prudent,  modest, 
diligent — a man  to  be  trusted  is  D.  B.  Austin.  He  preaches  well — plain,  prac- 
tical, pointed,  fervent.  The  Spirit  attends  the  Word,  souls  are  saved  and  the 
Church  edified.  In  November  he  married  Miss  Stainback.  lie  is  now  pastor  of 
Wesley  church,  in  Petersburg. 


BEV.  EMMETT  F.  GABNEB. 

In  the  city  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  he  was  born  March  21,  1807.  While  quite 
young  his  parents  removed  to  Isle  of  Wight  county,  Va.  At  Uzzle’s  church, 
in  that  county,  he  was  converted  in  1885,  under  the  ministry  of  the  Bev.  J. 
W.  llilldrup.  Licensed  to  preach  in  1887  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of 
that  circuit,  he  was  sent  to  Gloucester  as  junior,  serving  three  years  under 
the  Elder.  He  acquitted  himself  well  of  that  work.  Many  souls  through  his  in- 
strumentality were  brought  to  Christ.  He  was  admitted  into  the  Virginia 
Conference  from  Gloucester  Circuit,  in  the  city  of  Lynchburg,  November,  1890, 
and  sent  to  the  Montross  Circuit,  where  he  remained  one  year,  and  where 
about  thirty  souls  were  happily  converted  under  his  ministry. 

In  the  fall  of  1891  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Mattie  L.  Gayle,  of  Gloucester 
county,  and  sent  to  the  Wicomico  Circuit  in  Maryland,  where  he  spent  two 
years,  during  which  time  between  one  and  two  hundred  souls  were  brought 
to  Christ,  and  one  hundred  added  to  the  Church.  In  1893  he  was  sent  to 
Oriley  and  Locustville,  where  he  labored  successfully  two  years,  building  up 
the  Church  and  adding  many  souls  thereto.  In  the  fall  of  1895  he  was  sent 
to  Accomac  Circuit  (now  Atlantic), where  he  remained  three  years,  and  had 
much  success  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  seeing  about  fifty  or  seventy-five  souls 
brought  to  Christ  and  nearly  as  many  brought  into  the  Church.  In  1898  he 
was  sent  to  Chatham  Circuit,  where  he  wrought  for  two  years  with  distinct  sue- 
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cess,  and  where  about  half  hundred  souls  were  converted  through  his  instrumen- 
tality, and  about  forty  received  into  the  Methodist  Church.  In  every  field  to 
which  he  has  been  appointed  God  has  been  with  and  blessed  the  labors  of  his 
hands,  lie  is  ( 1900-’01)  serving  Whealton  Station. 


REV.  SAMUEL  W.  DAY. 


If  there  was  need  of  man  who  could  bring  victory  out  of  a doubtful  contest, 
Samuel  Day  would  be  selected.  He  does  not  take  up  his  task  with  forewords 
of  brag  and  bombast.  Rather  a profound  silence  would  attend  his  initial  work. 
He  is  not  a church  bully.  He  never  shuts  his  eyes  and  rushes  at  difficulties. 
It  is  the  time  when  he  uses  them  wide  open.  He  knows  that  obstacles,  if  prop- 
erly tilted  will  roll  out  of  the  way  without  the  uproar  of  blasting.  He  oils  the 
track.  If,  however,  they  must  be  split,  the  hand  of  Samuel  Day  will  drill  the 
best  path  for  the  powder.  Nevertheless,  not  a crumb  of  dynamite  beyond  the 
necessary  amount  is  exploded.  No  mortal  could  carry  so  firm  a face  as  Day 
without  gaining  credit  for  earnest  purposes  in  life. 

The  story  of  his  career  can  be  squeezed  in  a nutshell:  Hanover  is  his  birth- 
place; date,  March  2,  1854;  began  to  reside  in  Caroline  county  in  1850;  is  of 
Methodist  stock;  brought  up  under  the  tutorage  of  his  grandfather,  Rev.  Luther 
Wright;  baptized  in  infancy;  converted  in  1880;  joined  the  church  at  once; 
heard  the  call  to  preach;  heeded  it  not;  brought  back  to  duty  like  Jonah,  by 
unutterable  grief ; gave  himself  to  the  ministry;  licensed  on  Caroline  Circuit  in 
1891,  entering  the  Conference  in  November  of  that  year;  sent  to  Montross.  lie 
remained  four  years.  Think  of  a lad  instructing  such  an  intelligent  a citizen- 
ship as  the  Virginia  Peninsula  contains  for  the  full  quadrennial,  when  such  a 
long  term  puts  to  proof  the  men  who  have  preached  for  forty  years!  Surely, 
lie  must  have  led  the  life  of  a retiring  student — sermonizing  all  the  time?  lie 
indeed  finished  a church  enterprised  by  his  predecessor;  and  he  erected  Le- 
banon. The  preparation  for  pulpit  and  attention  to  carpenters  did  not  get  all 
his  time.  He  gave  evidence  of  the  presence  of  a man  with  apostolic  credentials. 
Spiritual  signs  and  wonders  attended  on  his  ministrations.  Mon  and  women 
were  rescued  out  of  the  hands  of  Satan.  The  miracle  of  conversion  witnessed 
to  the  viewless  presence  but  mighty  power  of  God.  Sinners  were  delivered  from 
the  kingdom  of  darkness.  Christians  rejoiced  and  raised  victorious  pieans. 
Peace  and  prosperity  marked  his  career. 

From  Montross  he  was  dispatched  to  West  Hanover  Circuit  to  tend  the 
interest  of  Methodism.  He  wrought  faithfully  and  well  for  three  years.  Souls 
were  saved.  The  church  strengthened.  In  the  winter  of  1898,  he  was  chosen 
for  Madison  Station,  Lynchburg,  Va.  Tie  is  serving  his  third  year.  God  has 
everywhere  honored  this  trustworthy,  energetic  and  prudent,  apostle  of  Metho- 
dism. He  has  fetched  from  the  waving  field  and  yellow  harvest  rich  sheaves. 
With  sincere  humility,  this  stalwart  reaper  would  rather  conceal  the  shock  of 
grain  than  point  to  them,  llis  Irrethren  know  and  value  him.  He  has  won 
friends  in  every  parish.  It  would  be  a wrong  if  mention  was  not  made  of  Miss 
Ida  Lee  Smith,  of  Caroline,  whom  Mr.  Day  was  wise  to  select  and  fortunate  to 
win  to  wife  early  in  his  career— -April  27,  1893.  He  frankly  and  gladly  yields 
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her  a share  in  his  success.  We  know  that  a number  of  our  pastors  are  debtors 
to  silent  and  superior  women — their  wives — for  judicious  counsel,  kind  and 
corrective  criticism,  and  amendment  of  error  in  speech.  Alas,  while  these  lines 
were  ready  for  the  press,  Death  smote  the  beloved  wife. 


REV.  JAMES  OLIVER  BABCOCK. 

Mr.  Babcock  is  of  sterling  stock.  His  father,  Bradley  W.  Babcock,  was  for 
years  an  acceptable  steward  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Ifis  mother,  who  was  a 
Miss  Cardwell,  was  of  loyal  lineage  and  worthy  of  her  name. 

Mr.  Babcock  was  born  in  Campbell  county,  Va.,  February  28,  1866,  and  was 
born  again  in  August,  1880,  in  Bethlehem  church,  at  Concord  Depot,  in  a 
meeting  conducted  by  Revs.  T.  .1 . Taylor  and  John  W.  Carroll.  Two  weeks 
later  he  felt  a conscious  call  to  the  ministry,  but  for  some  time  he  resisted  this 
revelation  of  duty.  At  last  yielding  and  believing  that  a call  to  preach  the 
Gospel  was  a call  to  get  ready  to  preach,  be  began  to  prepare  for  his  life’s 
work,  lie  had  been  a pupil  in  the  celebrated  Union  Academy,  of  Appomattox 
county,  and  now  began  to  teach,  spending  two  years  in  the  school-room,  and 
at  the  same  time  taking  a course  in  theological  reading  under  the  instruction 
of  his  pastor.  Then  he  entered  Emory  and  Henry  College  and  enjoyed  the 
advantage  of  a two-years’  course  at  that  noble  institution. 

Mr.  Babcock  entered  the  Virginia  Conference  at  its  session  in  Danville  in 
1887,  Bishop  Key  presiding.  There  lias  been  no  break  in  bis  Conference 
career.  Ilis  advancement  lias  been  steady.  In  1889  be  was  ordained  deacon 
in  Monumental  church,  Portsmouth,  by  Bishop  J.  C.  Granbery,  and  ordained 
elder  in  1891  in  Market  Street  church,  Petersburg,  by  Bishop  <1.  C.  Keener. 

He  married  Miss  Anna  J.  Iluffaker,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  J.  TV  S.  IIufT- 
alcer,  of  the  Holston  Conference,  and  a distinguished  daughter  of  Martha  Wash- 
ington College,  a gentle  and  cultivated  creature,  rarely  qualified  for  compan- 
ionship with  one  whose  mission  is  to  uplift  his  fellows.  One  son,  Garland,  a 
bright  boy  of  twelve  summers,  brightens  the  home. 

His  rural  appointments  include  West  Goochland,  Orange,  Mt.  Pleasant,  King 
George,  and  Lancaster.  His  city  service  includes  Madison  Station,  Lynchburg; 
Fifth  Street,  Manchester,  and  Cabell  Street,  Danville.  He  is  now  serving  bis 
first  year  at  Fairmont  Avenue  church,  Richmond. 

Mr.  Babcock  is  one  of  the  coming  young  men  of  the  Conference.  He  is  a 
student,  possesses  an  exceptionally  fine  library,  and  finds  time  to  use  it.  He  is 
a prince  of  pastors— —a  real  house-going  preacher.  All  the  children  know  him 
and  love  him.  lie  is  a good  preacher.  His  pulpit  manner  is  easy  and  un- 
affected. His  sermons  are  the  creations  of  earnest  labor  and  prayer,  and  there- 
fore complete  and  compact.  He  bits  the  mark.  lie  is  magnetic  in  and  out  of 
the  pulpit,  a tireless  worker,  a sympathetic  pastor,  and  well  tills  the  field  over 
which  he  is  made  overseer. 

Fourteen  years  of  earnest  work  for  God  give  the  condition  of  a record  repre- 
sentative of  what  there  is  in  true  manhood  consecrated  to  the  service  of  Christ. 
The  highest  earthly  aim  of  Mr.  Babcock  during  the  fourteen  years  of  bis  minis- 
try has  been  to  keep  step  with  the  immortal  host  that  follows  the  banner  of  King 
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Immanuel.  lie  is  happiest  in  a revival  with  the  “slain  of  the  Lord”  all  around 
him,  hut  no  department  of  Church  work  is  ever  neglected  and  no  figure  upon  the 
spiritual  ledger  left  out. 

lie  wins  friends  by  Ins  genial  address  and  his  grace  of  speech  in  the  social 
circle.  Blessed  with  a discriminating  judgment,  he  is  eminently  successful  in 
advocating  the  interests  of  the  Church  by  the  selection  of  suitable  co-workers 
competent  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the  pastor. 

The  great  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  heard  to  say,  “I  carry  my  plan  of  battle 
in  my  heart.”  The  words  of  the  commander  were  an  inspiration  to  every  soldier 
of  the  line.  Mr.  Babcock  always  knows  what  he  intends  to  do  in  the  building  up 
of  a Church  enterprise  as  a matter  of  preliminary  preparation,  but  he  never  fails 
to  carry  it  to  God  in  prayer.  It  is  not  strange  that  the  work  of  the  Lord  should 
prosper  in  his  hands. 

As  the  tides  come  and  go,  so  are  there  advance  waves  and  refluent  waves  in  the 
movement  of  the  Church  of  God,  but  it  ought  not  to  be  so.  A million  workers 
in  the  field  with  the  clear  vision  and  the  spiritual  momentum  of  Mr.  Babcock 
would  capture  this  world  for  Chris!  before  the  end  of  a half-century,  lie  is  a 
soldier  of  the  Cross,  always  expecting  to  win  a victory,  because  he  believes  in  the 
triumph  of  the  truth  of  God. 


REV.  BENJAMIN  MOORE  BECKHAM,  A.  M. 

lie  is  the  son  of  the  sainted  Thomas  Moore  Beckham,  of  fragrant  memory. 
His  mother  was  Miss  Lucy  E.  Royall,  and  he  bears  much  facial  resemblance  to 
her  family,  lie  was  born  in  Nottoway  county,  Va.,  August  17,  1868. 

In  early  life  he  was  converted  to  God.  II is  academic  training  was  received 
at  New  London  Academy,  in  Bedford  county,  under  the  tutorship  of  a Presby- 
terian minister,  Rev.  B.  W.  Moseley,  now  deceased.  Three  years,  1 885-’8 (>-’8 7, 
were  spent  in  business  in  Lynchburg,  Va.  In  September,  1887,  under  the  im- 
pulse of  a Divine  call  to  the  ministry,  he  entered  Randolph-Maeon  College,  and 
immediately  took  and  maintained  a high  stand  as  a student,  leading  his  class 
in  Latin  during  his  first  year,  and  capturing  a prize  offered  by  the  Professor 
in  that  school.  He  continued  at  college  without  interruption  until  dune,  1S!)1, 
when  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  in  November  of  the  same 
year  was  admitted  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  assigned  to  Henry 
Circuit.  Nearly  one  hundred  souls  were  added  to  tlu;  Church  this  year,  and 
all  the  collections  were  raised  in  full  for  the  first  time  in  many  years.  In  1892 
he  was  put  in  charge  of  Middlesex  Circuit,  where  there  were  two  hundred  and 
forty  conversions  and  one  hundred  and  forty  additions  to  the  Church.  The 
next  two  years  were  spent  on  West  Hanover  Circuit,  during  which  time  Mr. 
Beckham  resided  at  Randolph-Maeon  ('oil ego  and  pursued  studies  in  Hebrew 
and  English  Bible,  receiving  in  dune,  189o,  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  The 
following  September  he  entered  the  Theological  Department  of  Vanderbilt. 
University,  and  by  reason  of  his  attainments  in  Biblical  studies  was  admitted 
to  the  middle  class,  the  work  of  which  he  completed  with  high  distinction.  lie 
also  pursued  some  of  the  studies  in  the  junior  class,  was  pastor  of  a mission 
church  in  Nashville,  and  was  awarded  the  Owen  Medal  for  special  work  in  the 
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Scbool  of  Practical  Theology.  Tn  June,  1896,  he  was  employed  by  the  Pre- 
siding Elder  to  take  charge  of  Trinity  church,  Norfolk,  made  vacant  by  the 
resignation  of  Rev.  C.  W.  Leftwich,  and  in  November,  1890,  he  was  sent  to 
Asbury,  Richmond,  where  he  remained  for  three  years.  At  the  Conference  of 
1899,  he  was  assigned  to  Cabell  Street,  Danville,  of  which  church  he  is  at  this 
time  the  popular  and  successful  pastor. 

Mr.  Beckham  cannot  go  unnoticed,  even  in  a large  crowd.  Few  of  us  have 
a more  powerful  physique.  He  passes  the  line  of  two  hundred,  and  yet  there 
is  naught  that  would  suggest  sloth  or  self-indulgence.  The  head  and  face  are 
molded  on  lines  of  great  strength.  There  is  force  of  character  in  every  curve. 
No  man  of  judgment  would  try  to  browbeat  him,  for  while  the  face  is  gentle 
and  the  expression  kindly,  yet  there  is  a background  of  tremendous  will-power 
and  of  deep  and  positive  conviction.  There  is  nothing  flabby  in  his  views  of 
men  and  things.  lie  has  his  own  opinions  and  convictions,  and  is  not  afraid  to 
own  them.  Yet  he  is  by  no  means  pugnacious.  He  sits  'at  the  Secretary’s 
table  in  the  Annual  Conference,  cool  and  quiet,  and  works  methodically  and  per- 
sistently until  his  task  is  done.  He  is  genuinely  pious.  When  a student  at 
college  he  was  President  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  a leader 
in  religious  work  among  both  the  students  and  the  people  of  the  surrounding 
country. 

He  has  a soft  and  pleasant,  but  deep  and  powerful  voice.  He  sings  well. 
TIis  pulpit  manner  is  easy  and  pleasant,  yet  dignified  and  impressive.  He  is 
genial  in  the  social  circle,  wins  children  easily,  and  is  an  indefatigable  pastor. 
He  is  a tireless  student,  and  his  sermons  are  prepared  with  the  utmost  care 
and  conscience.  He  seeks  not  to  make  pretty  addresses,  but  to  unfold  and  en- 
force the  great  things  of  God. 


REV.  CHARLES  IE  GALLOWAY. 

He  is  one  of  the  thousands  of  converts  of  the  Rev.  George  C.  Vanderslice; 
brought  to  God  in  Manchester,  1877. 

Mr.  Galloway  was  born  near  Petersburg,  in  Chesterfield  county,  March  1, 
186L  Gustavus  and  Martha  Galloway  were  his  parents.  Ills  family  resided 
in  Manchester  from  1871. 

Young  Galloway  had  conviction  when  he  was  a mere  boy  that  God  had  called 
him  to  the  ministry.  He  had  to  toil  for  his  daily  bread.  His  father  was  dead. 
He  attended  night  schools,  working  during  the  day  in  the  iron  shops.  Such  was 
the  grit  in  the  boy. 

On  April  10,  1890,  he  was  authorized  to  preach;  was  admitted  in  1891.  He 
served  Gloucester  that  year  as  junior  under  the  Elder.  He  was  pastor  on 
Berlin  Circuit  for  two  years.  Tn  1894  he  was  transferred  to  the  North  Caro- 
lina Conference  and  sent  to  Hatteras,  where,  after  a year,  he  returned  to  Vir- 
ginia. He  then  served  Wicomico  three  years.  In  1898  he  was  selected  for  Con- 
cord Circuit,  where  he  is  rounding  out  a full  term. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Lula  M.  Roane,  of  Wood’s  Cross  Roads,  Va.,  in  May, 
1892.  As  we  never  heard  of  a daughter  of  the  historic  House  of  Roane  who 
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was  not  a superior  woman,  we  know  Galloway  had  great  good  fortune  in  his 
choice  of  a wife. 

Mr.  Galloway  has  the  elements  of  character  that  lead  to  victorious  results. 
There  is  in  him  the  toproot  of  a sterling  manhood.  The  Church  is  carried  for- 
ward to  its  best  success  by  these  sterling  forces.  It  is  the  resistless  force  of  fixed 
purpose  that  batters  down  obstacles  and  wins  a triumph  against  odds.  This 
undaunted  resolution  that  never  shrinks,  illustrated  in  the  career  of  this  young 
minister,  tells  in  great  forward  movements,  lie  can  be  counted  on  to  bring  his 
sheaves  from  the  harvest  field.  There  was  merit  and  manhood  in  the  boy, 
and  augmented  in  the  seasoned  period — adult  age. 


REV.  GEORGE  HANSFORD  SPOONER. 

The  University  city  of  Charlottesville,  in  the  foothills  of  the  Blue  Ridge  and 
under  the  shadow  of  Monticcllo,  is  the  native  place  of  Mr.  Spooner,  lie  dates 
his  citizenship  from  Eebruary  12,  1801.  The  environment  of  his  home  was 
a fitting  school  for  this  quick  youth.  He  had  training  at  the  superior  High 
School  of  that  Piedmont  shire  town;  also  at  the  State  Technical  College  of 
Blacksburg  and  the  University  of  Virginia.  Of  course,  he  won  a school  medal 
for  clever  talking  before  an  audience. 

lie,  in  early  years,  was  active  in  religious  exertions  among  young  men.  His 
uncle,  the  saintly  Jacob  Manning,  put  a force  on  the  reluctant  hut  bright  boy, 
and  compelled  him  to  expound  in  one  of  the  Lynchburg  churches,  lie  enlisted 
in  the  Sacred  Cohort  in  1891.  According  to  custom,  he  was  given  at  the  start 
the  usual  '‘‘hard  fields,”  where  the  colts  are  broken  in.  llis  first  parish  was 
Woodville,  with  plenty  of  work.  He  wrought  well,  and  came  to  (lie  large  acres 
of  Amherst,  then  Westmoreland,  Princess  Anne,  Lambert’s  Point  (Norfolk), 
and  is  now  serving  Trinity,  Richmond,  Va. 

There  is  no  challenge  of  the  admitted  nimble  and  alert  powers  of  Mr.  Spooner. 
These  endowments  have  been  the  undoing  of  not  a few.  With  the  gifts,  lie  has 
the  balance-wheel  of  common  sense.  And  so,  instead  of  trusting  to  “the  inspira- 
tion of  the  occasion,”  Mr.  Spooner  follows  the  wise  way  of  all  men  of  exceptional 
parts,  who  have  left  imprint  of  themselves  upon  (he  public  mind,  he  studies. 
There  is  no  superior  fortune  than  the  power  to  rise  above  the  dull  earth,  yet 
possessing  a telescopic  iris  that  scans  the  minutest  atom  on  its  surface.  The 
poetic  fancy,  the  melody  of  tuneful  tongue,  the  grace  of  forensic  attitude  will 
not  atone  for  ignorance  of  the  “great  riches  in  small  space,”  the  distilled  thought 
of  genius  bottled  up  in  books. 

Oratory  and  culture  have  been  the  assets  of  men  with  repulsive  traits.  De- 
mosthenese,  whose  patriotic  eloquence  marshalled  Athens  against  Phillip,  was 
charged  with  receiving  a bribe  of  a gold  cup.  Mirabeau,  “the  'Tribune  of  the 
People,”  certainly  pocketed  the  King’s  million  of  francs,  for  the  receipt  was 
found  in  the  royal  archives.  Cicero  confessed  to  Atticus  that  he  eat  dirt  to 
please  Caesar — defending  a scoundrel  he  once  denounced. 

Happy  the  man  who  does  not  pose  as  a Cato,  yet  has  the  virtues  of  the  Stoic 
of  IJtica,  never  a bully  for  God  nor  a church  Cataline,  nor  a social  billygoat.  to 
gain  notice. 
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No  one  will  ever  question  the  courage  of  convictions  in  Mr.  Spooner.  It  is 
only  on  matters  involving  high  behavior  that  he  is  steadfast,  immovable,  and, 
if  pressed,  aggressive.  Frankness  and  independence  of  thought  are  birthmarks, 
lie  has  no  concealments.  The  blandishments  that  win  to  silence,  where  a prin- 
ciple is  involved,  are  wasted  on  him,  though  “charming  never  so  wisely.”  lie 
is  honest  to  the  core.  Protit  and  popularity  never  count  as  against  a clear  case 
of  conscience.  Whatever  meets  his  approval  must  have  the  elements  of  justice, 
honor,  truth.  He  loathes  a tricky  man.  lie  despises  all  shuttling,  cunning,  indi- 
rection. lie  caters  to  no  man’s  infirmities,  whims,  caprices  to  win  favor.  lie  is 
not  a diplomat,  but  a Christian  gentleman,  who  orders  his  life  by  a chivalrous 
regard  to  the  rights  of  others  and  an  unflinching  purpose  to  discharge  his  con- 
science of  every  duty,  without  the  fear  of  man  before  his  eyes.  We  may  easily 
know  that  fortitude  in  the  right,  elevated  aims,  worthy  deeds  have  the  pull  of  a 
lodestone  upon  him. 

It  is  to  the  credit  of  humanity  to  record  that  a person  in  public  life,  so  firm, 
open,  uncompromising  in  matters  of  honor  and  integrity,  so  frank,  should  draw 
around  him  such  a wide  circle  of  devoted  friends  and  ardent  admirers.  The 
people  he  serves,  almost  by  instinct,  confide  in  his  counsel,  his  hardy  virtues  and 
his  sincerity,  lie  is  not  opaque.  1 1 is  conduct  is  the  Roentgen  rays  that  reveals 
the  function  of  a healthy,  heroic  and  heavenly-minded  man. 

His  pulpit  is  a forum  of  force.  The  sermon  is  the  reflex  of  the  preacher. 
The  thought  is  limpid  as  the  rivulet  of  his  native  hills.  It  needs  no  clarifying 
process.  The  style  is  simple  for  absorption  bv  the  lad  in  the  pew,  showing  an 
exquisite  taste  and  choice  diction,  warmed  by  a fervid  zeal,  the  uprusli  of  a deep 
consecration.  The  discourse,  if  the  theme  demands,  emits  the  sparkle  of  genius 
and  the  glow  of  genuine  eloquence. 

There  is  no  veneer  of  parlor  manners,  1 To  is  a polished  gentleman  through 
and  through.  His  heart  is  surcharged  with  sympathy,  for  “the  bravest  are  the 
tenderest.” 

Mr.  Spooner  married  Miss  Allen,  of  Culpeper  in  1893.  1 1 is  choice  tallies 

with  his  usual  discretion.  Mrs.  Spooner  is  so  finely  equipped  for  her  position 
that  none  of  the  annoyances  of  the  household  get  to  the  study.  She  absorbs 
them  or  sidetracks  them.  It  might  be  a theme  of  debate  where  the  excess  of 
talent  is  in  that  parsonage.  The  domestic  affairs  seem  to  work  automatically. 
A congregation  does  not  always  know  that  the  brilliant  sermon  had  genesis  in  a 
regulated  dining-room  and  in  the  sereneness  of  the  “Mistress  of  the  Manse.” 
'The  wife  can  make  or  mar  the  pulpit. 

Mr.  Spooner  is  the  son  of  G.  W.  and  I).  A.  Spooner,  choice  people  of  the  lovely 
uplands  of  Middle  Virginia. 


REV.  ASA  DRISCOLL. 

Mr.  Driscoll,  as  his  name  indicates,  is  of  Irish  extraction,  and  was  born  in 
the  “Hill  City,”  Lynchburg,  Va.,  August  15,  18(>(>.  He  received  good  academe 
training  in  his  native  city  and  also  a collegiate  course  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

He  was  converted  in  Lvnchbnrg,  at  once  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  because  of  his  great  activity  and  untiring  zeal,  he  was  elected 
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steward,  class-leader,  exhorter  and  finally  granted  local  preacher’s  license  by  the 
Quarterly  Conference  of  Centenary  church. 

ILe  entered  the  Virginia  Conference  in  November,  1891,  and  has  since  served 
the  following  charges:  Middle  Bedford,  South  Brunswick,  Cape  Charles,  West 
Charlotte  and  Gloucester  Point.  lie  is,  in  IDOO-’O  l,  on  West  Buckingham. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  tall  and  of  slender  build,  lie  has  dark  hair  and 
eyes,  fair  skin,  smiling  countenance  and  a soul  hig  enough  to  embrace  all  man- 
kind. Whoever  once  looks  into  his  radiant  face  or  feels  the  pressure  of  his 
kindly  hand  grasp  cannot  doubt  the  sincerity  of  his  heart,  for  they  point  1o  the 
true  worth  of  the  man. 

He  preaches  well.  His  sermons  are  carefully  prepared  and  are  delivered 
with  earnestness  and  force,  llis  mind  is  of  the  analytical  cast,  and  the  style 
of  the  sermon  is  usually  clear  and  convincing,  and  he  is  heard  with  gladness 
whenever  he  preaches.  He  is  a man  of  indefatigable  energy,  and  he  brings 
things  to  pass  wherever  he  labors.  Indeed,  the  danger  is  that  he  will  wear 
himself  out  before  he  has  reached  middle  life;  but  he  that  as  it  may,  it  is  the 
writer’s  impression  that  when  he  falls  it  will  be  with  his  face  toward  the  foe, 
and  he  himself  clad  in  the  uniform  of  the  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  then  go 
up  to  receive  the  plaudit  of  “well  done”  from  the  lips  of  the  Captain  of  his 
salvation. 


REV.  ARTHUR  C.  JORDAN. 

The  page  that  brings  his  name  to  the  present  readers  and  bears  it  to  the  future 
eyes  holds  the  record  of  a man  worthy  of  the  company  of  earnest  men  in  any 
vocation.  Other  fields  invited  him,  hut  duty  was  the  polar  star.  'There  was  no 
barrier  high  enough  nor  prize  of  sufficient  magnetic  power  to  hinder  or  tempt. 
When  he  saw,  with  unfilmed  vision,  the  finger  of  God  pointing  the  path,  he 
put  his  foot  on  that  road,  and  has  marched,  year  by  year,  along  its  milestones, 
faithful,  steadfast,  and  with  eye  unturned  to  right  or  left. 

The  hand  of  God  has  been  with  him  in  the  way.  The  Spirit  witnessed  to 
him.  Sinners  heard  him  and  confessed  their  sins.  The  wavering  caught  new 
courage  from  his  life  and  acts.  Congregations  were  blessed.  The  fireside  where 
he  tarried  became  a Bethel.  In  all  the  departments  of  Church  work  he  labored 
with  zeal  and  with  sheaves. 

He  is  symmetrical  in  stature,  pleasing  in  address,  of  unusually  engaging- 
demeanor,  reinforced  by  a handsome  face. 

Ilis  enlistment  dates  November,  1880.  He  is  conducting  Methodist  interests 
on  Amelia  Circuit  in  1900-’l — and  judiciously. 


REV,  CLARKE  W.  LEFTWICII. 

Mr.  Leftwich  was  received  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference  in  the  fall 
of  1887.  He  is  now  thirty-nine  years  old,  but,  by  reason  of  his  umvrinkled 
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countenance,  would  be  thought  by  most  persons  younger.  He  is  the  son  of 
Colonel  J.  B.  and  Lucy  F.  Leftwich.  II is  mother  was  the  youngest  sister  of 
Rev.  S.  T.  Moorman,  of  beloved  memory.  Mr.  Leftwich,  in  the  opinion  of 
some,  bears  a resemblance  to  his  venerated  uncle,  though  of  much  smaller  size. 
His  sturdy  race  is  of  honorable  record. 

He  is  about  five  feet  nine  inches  in  height,  and  weighs  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds.  He  is  of  fair  complexion,  with  soft  brown  hair  and  clear  bluish- 
gray  eyes,  which  look  straight  at  you,  and  give  you  the  impression  that  he  is 
discerning  your  thoughts.  He  is  genial,  humorous  and  magnetic,  and  possesses 
in  generous  measure  the  happy  faculty  of  making  warm  friends.  In  the  re- 
ligious circle  and  pulpit  he  is  grave  and  earnest,  showing  to  all  his  zeal  for  the 
advancement  of  the  Master’s  cause.  His  voice  is  sonorous  and  his  delivery 
animated,  clear  and  emphatic,  possessing  the  boldness  and  courage  of  convic- 
tion. His  sermons  are  prepared  with  anxious  care  for  the  good  of  his  charge, 
and  delivered  without  note  or  manuscript.  II  is  education,  though  not  classical, 
is  fairly  up  in  English  literature  and  general  information.  He  reads  much 
and  is  observant.  Those  who  know  him  best  think,  if  his  health  remains  firm, 
he  will  grow  to  large  usefulness,  if  worthy  ancestors  and  personal  character 
count  in  the  result. 


REV.  BENJAMIN  F.  SMITH. 

He  is  from  an  old  Methodist  family,  and  is  the  youngest  son  of  Downing  and 
Sarah  Powers  Smith;  was  born  in  the  county  of  Greene,  September  I,  ISIS. 
11  is  mother  was  a daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  Gibson,  a local  preacher  who  came 
from  Maryland  in  1779  and  settled  in  Orange  county,  Virginia.  In  this  and 
adjacent  counties  he  preached  the  Gospel  for  two-thirds  of  a century,  and 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-nine  years,  eleven  months  and  twenty-two 
days.  Among  the  early  recollections  of  Mr.  Smith  was  the  reading  of  the  Bible 
by  his  mother.  Religion  was  an  inheritance. 

In  his  eighteenth  year  he  was  converted  on  his  way  home  from  a revival  under 
the  ministry  of  Rev.  James  O.  Moss.  1 1 is  gifts  and  graces  were  soon  apparent 
to  his  pastor  and  Christian  friends.  lie  has  been  class-leader,  local  preacher, 
exhorter.  In  1S75  he  attended  Randolph-Macon  College,  but  ill  health  pre- 
vented his  return  to  the  college;  yet  he  continued  to  preach  with  acceptability. 
In  1879  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Dunn,  of  Albemarle  county,  Virginia.  On 
March  13,  1886,  at  Leesburg,  he  was  ordained  to  deacon’s  orders  by  Bishop 
Keener.  In  1S87  he  entered  the  Virginia  Annual  Conference  as  a licentiate, 
was  received  without  a dissenting  voice,  and  appointed  to  Mount  Pleasant  Cir- 
cuit, on  which  he  served  two  years;  1889,  West  Lunenburg  Mission;  1891, 
Surry;  1892,  supernumerary;  1893,  Hooper’s  Island;  1894,  Milton  Mission; 
1898,  Woodville;  1900,  G wynn’s  Island. 

Mr.  Smith  has  the  look  of  a man  in  earnest— and  he  is.  No  man  is  more 
loyal  to  Jesus.  Under  difficulties  he  has  for  some  years,  at  his  own  charges, 
wrought  for  the  prosperity  of  Zion.  Ifis  soul  is  consumed  by  zeal  for  the  Lord’s 
House.  No  hardship,  no  poverty,  no  distance,  no  storm  of  hail  can  slacken  his 
energy.  Had  Methodism  a thousand  men  of  the  mould,  manhood  and  conse- 
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cration  of  our  Smith,  wickedness  could  not  stand  before  it.  II  is  rugged  face 
is  an  index  of  his  robust  soul.  Roman  soldier  never  saluted  the  eagles  with 
truer  devotion  than  this  man  of  the  Piedmont  hills  as  he  uncovers  in  adoration 
toward  the  colors  of  the  Crucified. 


REV.  JOHN  13.  WINN. 

Hr.  Winn  is  of  the  corps  of  the  clever  juniors  of  the  Conference.  lie  loves 
the  learned  page,  “rich  with  spoils  of  Time,”  but  is  not  a book-worm — never 
dwaddling  over  books.  He  cracks  out  the  marrow  and  flings  the  bone  aside.  He 
wastes  no  hours  with  idle  people,  lie  always  has  work  ready  to  his  hand; 
nevertheless,  lie  is  not  a recluse.  He  visits  his  people,  and  is  posted  as  to  public 
opinion.  He  has  the  art  of  taking  the  pulse,  and  he  prescribes  from  the  pulpit 
the  potions  that  suit  the  varying  conditions  of  his  audience. 

There  is  firm  fibre  in  him.  While  far  from  a “divine  slugger,”  he  does  not 
show  the  white  feather.  He  seeks  no  controversy  and  shuns  no  challenge  to 
defend  the  truth. 

lie  garners  material  for  his  vocation,  winnows  it,  stores  it.  Wisely,  he  is 
preparing  for  a career  where  there  will  be  no  sleazy  sermons,  lmt  full-weight 
and  measure.  He  does  not  “preach  out.” 

He  has  an  engaging  presence,  adding  an  interest  to  every  company  he  enters. 
There  is  not  a dull  line  in  his  face;  nor  has  a corroding  thought  grooved  a fur- 
row in  the  ample  and  unwrinkled  forehead.  There  is  no  eddy  of  evil  thoughts 
in  the  pellucid  waters  of  his  heart. 

lie  will  do  honor  to  noble  old  Nottoway,  his  native  heath,  whose  sons  have 
made  it  famous,  near  and  afar,  lie  saw  this  world  for  the  first  time  on  the  fifth 
of  June,  1801).  II is  parents,  W.  E.  and  Emily  Winn  ; converted  in  his  17th  year; 
at  Ilandolph-Maeon  College,  1887-1890,  inclusive:  served  Clarksville  Circuit 
as  supply  one  year;  joined  the  Conference  in  1891  ; returned  to  same  ( 'ircuit  for 
three  more  years;  then  Chatham  Circuit,  remaining  1894-’98 ; third  charge, 
Boydton — now  in  third  year.  Married,  in  1893,  Miss  Annie  Stuart  Dabbs,  of 
Clarksville,  Va. 


REV.  CHARLES  HENLEY  WILLIAMS. 

Mr.  Williams  was  born  September  2,  1805,  in  Pasquotank  county,  North 
Carolina.  1 1 is  father,  Thomas  L.  Williams,  was  an  able  preacher  and  an  hon- 
ored member  of  the  Virginia  Annual  Conference.  His  mother  was  Mrs. 
Henrietta  N.  Williams. 

Mr.  Williams,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  converted  at  a protracted  meet- 
ing in  the  Baptist  Church  and  joined  the  Methodist  Kpiseopal  Church,  South, 
on  his  father’s  charge,  Gates  Circuit,  then  of  the  Virginia  Conference,  the  next 
Sunday.  This  was  in  1883. 

lie  was  licensed  to  preach  bv  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  same  circuit 
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June,  1890,  Rev.  J.  W.  Tucker,  P.  C.,  and  Rev.  Thomas  TI.  Campbell,  P.  E. 

11  is  early  years  in  study  were  under  the  instruction  of  his  father  and  mother. 
One  year  he  spent  at  Rock  Spring  Academy,  Brunswick  county,  Va.,  Captain 
Poyner,  Principal ; another  year  at  Gatesville  Academy,  Professor  Agnew, 
Principal.  Afterward  he  had  three  sessions  at  Randolph-Macon  College. 

Being  duly  recommended  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Gates  Circuit,  he 
was  in  November,  1892,  admitted  into  the  traveling  connection  by  the  Virginia 
Conference,  held  in  Granby  Street  church,  Norfolk,  Bishop  Hendrix  presiding. 
He  was  ordained  deacon  November,  1894,  in  Charlottesville  by  Bishop  A.  G. 
Haygood,  and  elder  by  Bishop  W.  W.  Duncan  in  Lynchburg,  Va.,  November, 
1890. 

lie  has  served  acceptably  and  efficiently  the  following  charges,  all  in  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference:  Port  Royal  Mission,  two  years;  Richmond  (county)  Circuit, 
one  year;  Spotsylvania  Circuit,  four  years,  and  is  now  on  West  Bedford  Circuit. 

In  June,  1895,  Mr.  Williams  was  united  in  matrimony  with  Miss  Lucy  Ellen 
Brown,  daughter  of  E.  D.  Brown,  of  King  George  county,  Va.,  a good  woman 
and  well  adapted  to  her  high  but  inadequately  appreciated  position. 

In  Charlie  Williams  the  Virginia  Conference  has  a sweet-spirited,  zealous 
and  unselfish  member;  the  Church  a diffident  but  hard-working,  growing 
preacher,  and  tbe  Lord  an  humble,  devoted  servant- 

lie  has  blue  eyes  and  light  hair.  His  height  is  five  feet  ten  inches,  and  he 
weighs  two  hundred  pounds. 


REV.  HENRY  J.  BROWNE. 

This  bright  and  alert  preacher  does  not  go  beyond  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
pounds  nor  over  five  feet  eight.  A very  sunny  face  lias  Henry  Browne,  lie  is 
married.  How  could  so  clever  a boy-preacher  escape  the  silken  lariats  of  love? 
lie  found  his  fate  and  fortune  in  1889  at  Meadsville,  in  Halifax  county— Miss 
Gunn. 

His  parents  are  Daniel  II.  and  Sallie  A.  Browne;  his  birthplace,  Powhatan; 
date,  June  6,  1855;  converted  and  joined  Church  in  18G8.  He  attended  the 
High  School  at  Lynchburg,  Bethel  Academy  and  Randolph-Macon. 

1 1 is  first  essay  at  circuit-riding  was  with  Rev.  J.  S.  Porter,  of  the  Baltimore 
Conference.  It  was  a rough  experience.  There  were  nine  “preaching  places,” 
and  each  must  have  a two-weeks’  meeting.  Of  course,  the  boy  was  crippled  in 
voice.  The  wonder  is  that  the  vocal  cords  were  not  lamed  for  life.  It  was  his 
purpose  to  join  the  Baltimore  Conference,  but  his  physicians  cautioned  him  to 
rest.  He  wisely  went  to  his  father’s  farm  and  remained  for  two  years  in  the 
country.  lie  did  not  dare  to  go,  with  his  weak  throat,  northward  for  Church 
work,  so,  in  March,  1884,  he  took  the  field  again,  on  East  Halifax,  joining  the 
Virginia  Conference  that  year,  in  the  winter,  and  served  that  charge  two  years; 
then  North  Pittsylvania,  two  years;  Chatham,  one  year;  Cascade,  four  years; 
Bethany  Station,  three  years;  Henrico,  three  years,  and  Sussex,  his  present 
charge.  Ordained  deacon  in  188G;  elder,  1888. 
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REV.  MILTON  L.  WILLIAMS. 

Mr.  Williams  was  educated  at  Randolph-Macon,  taught  school  for  a few  years, 
served  for  seven  years  with  acceptability  the  Christian  church  of  O’Kelly,  an 
ofl'shoot  of  the  Methodists;  joined  the  Virginia  Conference  in  1887,  coining  into 
full  connection.  lie  served  Berlin  Circuit  as  his  first  appointment  among  us. 
There  were  over  a hundred  conversions  on  his  work,  church  buildings  improved, 
collections  in  full,  and  in  advance  of  by-gone  years,  lie  served  Surry  Circuit. 
A new  church  was  brought  to  completion  and  signs  of  prosperity  ivere  on  every 
hand.  In  1890,  assigned  to  East  Halifax;  3 893,  Chatham;  1894,  Saxe’s 
Island;  1897,  South  Chesterfield,  his  present  parish. 

Mr.  Williams  is  a shepherd  to  the  flock,  looking  well  to  the  souls  committed  to 
his  oversight.  1 1 is  gentle  manners,  sweet  spirit,  earnest  piety  commend  him  to 
all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men.  He  is  popular.  His  heart  is  in  his  calling. 
His  soul  sings  in  joy  while  it  serves  the  good  cause.  I Lis  behavior  begets  confi- 
dence. Ilis  sermons  are  showers  of  manna  for  the  souls  of  the  saints.  He  has 
in  his  face  the  visible  certificate  of  character,  culture,  thought  and  kindliness. 
The  Church  has  a faithful  son  in  him. 

On  September  30,  1900,  he  was  forty-four.  His  parents  were  J.  A.  and 
Ellen  Williams.  Our  brother  was  converted  in  18G9.  He  is  married. 


REV.  J.  A.  THOMAS,  B.  S. 

He  was  born  in  Kent  county,  Delaware,  November  11,  18(15 ; converted  at 
sixteen  years.  Ilis  call  to  the  ministry  came  immediately  after  his  conversion, 
lie  taught  school  three  years  with  a view  of  entering  the  ministry.  After  pass- 
ing through  North  Milford  Academy  he  went  to  Dickenson  Seminary,  Williams- 
port, Pa.  Here  he  took  an  active  part  in  society  debates,  where  he  was  called 
the  ‘‘Irish  Orator.”  After  spending  two  years  at  the  seminary,  he  entered  Ohio 
Northwestern  University  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science  in  1891.  He  supplied  Berlin  Circuit  in  1891,  entered  the  Virginia 
Conference  in  1892,  was  ordained  deacon  by  Bishop  Hendrix  during  its  session, 
and  ordained  Elder  by  Bishop  Duncan  in  1896,  and  served  Windsor  charge 
acceptably  for  four  years.  He  is  now  on  the  Greenesville  Circuit — historic 
Methodist  ground. 


REV.  ROBERT  E.  BENT  LEV. 

A tall  Anak  answers  to  this  name  on  the  ( ’onference  roll.  I le  stands  consider- 
ably above  six  feet,  and  is  straight  as  an  arrow.  He  is  spare,  but  not  loose- 
jointed;  handsome  of  feature,  fair  skin,  blue  eyes,  wears  a full,  dark  beard,  and 
weighs  at  best  keep  about  105  pounds.  His  port  indicates  the  high  born  purpose 
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which  actuates  him  in  all  things,  small  as  well  as  great.  A kingly  soul,  large 
and  unselfish,  resides  in  this  erect  form.  He  is  courtly  of  manner,  a gentleman 
by  instinct  and  rearing,  and  yet  with  no  obtrusive  dignity  which  renders  him 
unapproachable;  is  thoroughly  companionable.  A stranger  even  meeting  him 
would  confide  in  him;  you  can  trust  him  with  your  purse  and  your  honor,  lie 
has  a pure  mind  and  a pure  heart,  and  is  full  of  loftiest  aspiration,  lie  covets 
earnestly  the  best  gifts  for  pulpit  and  pastorate.  lie  is  studious,  systematic, 
careful  about  details,  industrious,  and  allows  nothing  to  go  by  loose  ends.  He 
brings  to  the  pulpit  beaten  oil — the  best  work  of  brain  and  heart.  And  he  has 
for  his  companion  and  helpmeet  Lina  Porter,  the  pious  and  accomplished  daugh- 
ter of  the  Treasurer  of  old  King  and  Queen  county. 

Mr.  Bentley  was  born  and  reared  in  Mathews  county,  Ya.,  in  the  portion  now 
embraced  in  the  West  Mathews  Circuit,  and  in  the  membership  of  Providence 
church.  He  is  of  the  family  which  gave  Hobday  and  the  Greens — C.  II.  and  W. 
T. — to  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  is  of  staunchest  Wesleyan 
proclivities.  II is  mother,  a native  of  Gloucester,  was  converted  at  twelve  years 
of  age,  and  joined  Singleton’s  chapel.  Thence  she  came  with  certificate  after 
her  marriage  into  the  membership,  where  she  brought  up  her  children  in  church 
and  Sunday-school.  She  was  a woman  of  deep,  strong  piety.  Mo  influence 
under  heaven  had  so  much  to  do  in  shaping  the  life  and  character  of  Robert  as 
her  prayers,  maternal  example,  and  counsels.  Eternity  alone  will  reveal  his 
indebtedness  to  her  pious  influence  and  training.  He  was  not  allowed  10  grow 
up  in  idleness.  Work  on  the  farm  employed  his  hands  and  kept  him  out  of 
mischief.  At  eighteen  he  became  clerk  in  a mercantile  establishment.  One  year 
was  spent  behind  a drug-counter;  but  the  Master  had  need  of  him,  and  intimated 
it  by  the  stirrings  of  desire  to  preach.  These  intimations  reached  far  back  into 
tin!  vague  recollections  of  boyhood.  As  they  grew  more  decided  he  choked  them 
down  until  1800,  while  traveling  salesman  for  Gilbert  Bros.  & Co.,  of  Baltimore, 
a drug  firm,  the  “woe-is-me-if-I-preach-not-the-Gospel,”  caused  him  to  abandon 
every  other  concern  and  to  yield  himself  up  to  God  for  the  work.  That  fall  he 
entered  the  Conference  and  was  sent  to  Port  Royal  Mission.  Next  year  he 
located  to  attend  Randolph- J\lacon  College.  In  November,  1892,  he  re-entered 
the  travelling  connection,  and  has  served  in  succession,  Nottoway,  as  junior 
preacher,  one  year;  Floyd-Street,  Danville,  two  years;  Matoaca,  one  year,  and 
King  and  Queen,  four  years.  lie  has  just  entered  upon  the  pastorate  of  Lan- 
caster Circuit,  one  of  the  leading  appointments  of  the  Northern  Neck. 

In  all  his  appointments  he  has  done  well  the  work  committed  to  his  hands. 
During  his  year  as  junior  preacher  in  Nottoway  he  very  materially  aided  in 
getting  the  Blacks  tone  Female  Institute  on  foot  by  soliciting  loans  to  the  school. 
At  Floyd-Street,  Danville,  the  house  of  worship  was  considerably  renovated,  a 
new  organ  bought,  and  150  souls  converted.  At  Matoaca  a new  ceiling  was  put 
in,  the  building  newly  painted  inside  and  out,  a new  inclosure  put  up,  and 
twenty  souls  saved.  On  King  and  Queen  needed  repairs  were  made  at  three  of 
the  churches,  a commodious  lot  secured  at  Walkerton,  an  elegant  new  parsonage 
built  thereon,  and  150  souls  won  to  Christ.  ’Twas  a fitting  compliment  worthily 
bestowed  by  the  Bishop  presiding  over  the  Virginia  < ’onference  at  its  late  session 
in  Norfolk,  that  he  should  be  sent  to  one  of  the  best  charges  in  the  Rappahannock 
District.  Happy  will  Lancaster  be  to  retain  his  valuable  ministrations  for  the 
full  term. 

Young  men  have  ever  been  influential  in  the  history  of  Church  and  State. 
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REV.  It.  FLETCHER  BEADLES. 

Young  men  have  ever  been  influential  in  the  history  of  Church  and  State. 
Bonaparte  had  conquered  Italy  at  twenty-live;  Wesley  and  Whitefleld  had  begun 
their  great  work  while  students  at  Oxford.  It  requires  no  prophetic  vision  to 
see  that  Rev.  R.  E.  Beadles  will  play  an  important  part  in  the  history  of  his 
Church  and  of  the  Virginia  Conference.  There  is  much  in  heredity;  it  is  good 
to  have  a religious  ancestry.  Mr.  Beadles  is  a son  of  Rev.  R.  B.  Beadles,  an 
honored  member  of  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  was  born  in  Middlesex  county, 
Va.,  February  8,  1809,  li is  father  at  that  time  being  pastor  on  that  charge. 

1 1 is  educational  advantages  have  been  superior,  and  he  has  diligently  availed 
himself  of  them.  lie  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  on  the  several 
charges  served  by  his  father,  and  at  Randolph-Maeon  College,  which  he  entered 
ir.  September,  1887,  remaining  four  sessions.  While  at  college  he  was  licensed 
t<»  preach.  From  an  early  age  he  had  the  decided  advantage  of  knowing  what 
most  of  all  he  wished  to  be,  and  so  from  that  time  his  thought,  reading  and 
effort  has  been  concentrated  upon  one  of  the  noblest  and  most  difficult  goals  of 
Christian  ambition — namely,  to  become  a preacher. 

In  the  summer  of  1889  he  had  his  first  practical  experience  in  the  active  work 
of  the  ministry,  assisting  Rev.  W.  II.  Gregory,  of  the  Albemarle  Circuit.  In 
September  of  the  same  year  he  returned  to  college.  In  June,  1890,  the  pastor 
of  Lancaster  Circuit  having  died,  lie  was  sent  by  the  Presiding  Elder  to  supply 
that  work.  At  the  Conference  of  1890  he  was  sent  by  the  Bishop  as  a supply 
to  West  Hanover  Circuit,  where  he  remained  one  year,  returning  to  college  in 
the  fall  of  that  year.  On  July  19,  1892,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lena  M.  Col- 
lins, of  Madison  county,  Va.  Ilis  choice  was  wise;  she  has  been  to  him  a true 
helpmate— judicious,  discreet,  faithfully  assisting  her  husband  in  his  work. 
Three  children  have  blessed  their  marriage. 

He  joined  the  Virginia  Conference  at  its  session  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1892.  His  first  appointment  was  Greene  Circuit,  where  he  remained 
three  years.  Thence  to  Fairmont  Avenue,  Richmond,  where  lie  was  pastor 
three  years.  From  that  station  to  Central,  Portsmouth,  where  he  is  serving 
his  third  year. 

As  a preacher,  Mr.  Beadles  is  among  the  best  of  the  younger  members  of  the 
Conference.  Wherever  he  goes  the  people  hear  him  gladly  and  congregations 
increase.  There  is  no  turgidity  in  his  public  speech,  no  concealment  of  pov- 
erty of  thought  with  words  emptily  sonorous  and  of  sesquipedalian  length;  but 
he  has  studied  the  masters  of  English  literature  until  he  has  acquired  a style 
wondrously  chaste,  lucid  and  beautiful.  He  speaks  easily  and  without  notes; 
his  congregations  do  not  have  to  “sit  under”  his  preaching  and  wearily  watch 
a process  of  sermon-making  in  the  pulpit  that  ought  to  have  been  done  in  the 
study.  He  possesses  the  rare  power  of  impressing  a single  truth  upon  the 
minds  of  his  hearers,  not  by  means  of  wearisome  reiteration,  but  by  present- 
ing the  thought  from  new  points  of  view  and  illumined  by  forceful  and  beauti- 
ful illustrations.  God  has  blessed  his  ministry  with  gracious  revivals.  One 
of  the  most  remarkable  in  the  history  of  Central  church,  Portsmouth,  occurred 
during  his  first  year  at  that  charge.  There  were  250  conversions. 

As  a pastor,  he  is  diligent,  visiting  his  people  for  their  edification,  and  not 
frittering  away  his  time  in  aimlessly  going  from  house  to  house.  If  God  shall 
see  fit  to  prolong  his  days,  a fair  future  lies  before  him. 
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REV.  CHARLES  W.  TURNER. 

J\lr.  Turner  is  near  forty-three  years,  and  a Virginian  by  birth.  He  is  a man 
of  medium  size,  well-proportioned  and  athletic  in  his  makeup;  lias  an  easy,  quiet 
manner,  is  faithful  as  a pastor  and  deservedly  popular  with  his  people.  II  is 
sermons  indicate  careful  study  and  his  delivery  is  vigorous  and  impressive. 
Gifted  with  a full,  well-toned  voice,  he  rivets  the  attention  of  his  audience  and 
earnestly  presents  the  simple  truths  of  God’s  Word. 

He  entered  the  Conference  in  1887,  and  was  assigned  to  Middle  Bedford  for 
four  years;  then  to  Madison  Station,  Lynchburg;  West  Goochland,  Sussex,  Din- 
widdie.  Prince  George  is  his  circuit  in  1900-’l. 

The  Lord  has  abundantly  blessed  his  labors  in  the  conversion  of  souls  and  the 
upbuilding  of  the  Church.  He  assails  sin  with  faithful  directness  and  exposes 
wrong  without  fear  of  the  face  of  man. 

Mr.  Turner  gains  in  force  and  command  of  his  native  and  acquired  powers 
every  year.  Work  does  not  stunt  him;  it  makes  muscle  on  the  brain  and  gives 
quickness  to  the  nerves.  He  has  a future  of  great  promise. 


REV.  CHARLES  W.  CAIN. 

A pen  picture,  like  the  portrait  of  artist  on  canvas,  must  be  deficient  in  many 
respects.  While  the  one  fails  to  show  the  hidden  emotions  revealed  in  the  natu- 
ral eyes,  the  other  cannot  bring  to  light  many  of  the  nobler  workings  of  the  mind 
and  soul  of  the  object  sought  to  be  portrayed. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Wesley  Cain  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  January 
Id,  1850.  II is  parents,  devout  Christians  and  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  made  enduring  impressions  for  good  on  their  child’s  mind,  though 
only  eleven  years  of  age  when  bereft  of  them.  These  goodly  Methodists  left 
little  of  worldly  goods  for  their  orphan  boy;  but  a richer  legacy  they  could  not 
bequeath  than  their  pious  lives,  and  that  religious  influence  on  his  young  and 
tender  heart  abided. 

Like  most  other  orphans  with  scant  means,  his  lot  in  life  was  anything  but 
pleasant;  much  more  of  the  thorns  than  flowers  composed  Ids  bed.  Despite  dif- 
ficulties, his  thirst  after  knowledge  was- slaked  to  some  extent.  He  dipped  into 
every  fountain  within  reach. 

1 1 is  conversion  occurred  in  September,  1871,  giving  a fresh  impetus  to  his 
desire  after  knowledge.  He  began  to  feel,  “Woe  is  unto  me  if  I preach  not  the 
Gospel.”  1 1 is  plans  of  life  gave  way  to  the  longing  to  preach  Christ.  He  at- 
tended regularl  the  Sunday-school.  II  is  teacher,  a lady  of  intelligence,  refine- 
ment and  sweet  piety,  planted  good  seed  in  his  soul.  To  her  he  is  a deeper  debtor 
than  to  all  others  for  an  impetus  towards  a higher  life.  Whatever  his  achieve- 
ments, she  will  share  in  “that  day”  the  reward. 

In  1879  he  received,  at  Monumental  church,  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  authority 
to  preach.  He  exercised  as  a local  preacher  and  taught  school  in  Norfolk  county 
until  the  following  summer,  when  he  was  employed  by  the  Presiding  Elder,  Rev. 
E.  M.  Peterson,  to  take  charge  of  the  Clarksville  Station,  to  till  tin;  vacancy  oe- 


REV.  CHARLES  H.  WILLIAMS. 
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casioned  by  the  death  of  Rev.  James  Jamieson.  In  the  autumn  lie  was  received 
into  the  Virginia  Conference  on  trial  and  returned  to  Clarksville,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years.  In  November,  1882,  as  an  ordained  deacon,  Orange  became 
his  parish  for  two  years;  in  1881,  as  elder,  he  took  charge  of  Belle  Haven 
Circuit,  where,  on  account  of  failing  health,  he  remained  only  one  year.  His 
appointment  in  1885-’86  was  Mount  Pleasant  Circuit;  in  1887-’88,  Henrico 
Circuit,  and,  by  unanimous  request  of  the  fourth  Quarterly  Conference,  the 
Presiding  Elder,  l)r.  J.  P.  Garland,  was  asked  to  use  his  influence  for  his  re- 
turn, which  was  granted  by  the  Bishop.  In  1889-’90  he  was  sent  to  Garysburg 
Circuit,  and,  during  the  year  1890,  by  reason  of  transfer  of  territory,  he  became 
a member  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  and,  at  its  session  in  Wilson,  North 
Carolina,  he  was  returned  to  Garysburg,  where  he  remained  one  more  year.  In 
1891-’92  he  took  charge  of  Fairfield  Station;  in  1892-’94,  Maxton  Station;  in 
1894-'95,  Dunn  Circuit.  In  the  fall  of  1895  he  was  transferred  by  Bishop  Wil- 
son hack  to  the  Virginia  Conference,  and,  at  its  session  in  Richmond,  Virginia, 
he  was  appointed  to  Nottoway  Circuit,  a new  hut  very  laborious  charge,  where 
he  remained  for  two  years;  in  1897,  Cambridge  Circuit  became  his  parish, 
where  he  remained  till  the  Conference  of  1900,  when  ill  health  forced  him  to  re- 
tire from  active  work. 

Mr.  Cain,  in  person,  is  of  slender  mold ; hut  with  that  energy  which  has  been 
so  conspicuous  in  surmounting  so  many  difficulties,  he  has  trained  his  body  in 
the  same  school,  so  that  each  and  every  duty  consequent  upon  an  itinerant  life 
is  promptly  and  punctually  performed,  lie  is  a deep  thinker,  a good  sermonizer, 
speaks  slowly  and  deliberately,  and,  while  there  are  not  showers  of  roses  scattered 
over  the  congregation,  the  “Gospel  is  preached.”  No  duty  is  neglected,  lie 
is  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  self.  In  the  social  circle  he  is  pleasant  hut  quiet, 
nothing  of  noisy  mirth;  hut  those  who  know  him  best  can  see  an  undercurrent 
of  tenderness  beneath  what  may  seem  an  icy  surface. 

November  22,  1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sallie  A.  Cherry,  of 
Portsmouth,  Virginia,  who  is  indeed  a helpmeet  for  him  in  his  work  as  an  itine- 
rant Methodist  preacher.  Six  children  constitute  the  joy  of  their  home.  Two 
sweet  little  buds  have  been  transplanted  to  the  garden  of  God. 


REV.  JOHN  LEAKE  PRIBBLE. 

Amherst  has  sent  out  clever  men  into  the  ministry.  Our  Conference  holds  in 
good  value  certain  sons  of  this  noble  county.  Pribble  reckons  it  his  native  place. 
His  age  on  February  14,  1900,  is  forty-two.  His  parents  were  J.  R.  and  N.  J. 
Pribble.  He  was  “born  from  above”  in  October,  1877.  He  was  educated  at 
Randolph-Macon,  matriculating  in  November,  1879,  remaining  two  sessions; 
preached  as  assistant  on  Henry  Circuit  from  January,  1882,  till  his  return  to 
college  in  the  autumn,  continuing  two  years  at  the  institution;  in  1884  was 
received  as  probationer  in  the  Conference,  and  served  Henry  Circuit  four  years; 
in  1888  he  took  charge  of  East  Franklin  four  years;  in  1892,  Halifax  four 
years;  in  1896,  West  Mathews  four  years;  in  1900, .King  George,  his  present 
charge. 

He  is  nearly  six  feet,  and  brings  down  the  scales  at  one  hundred  and  forty. 
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lie  is  a blonde.  His  face,  pleasant  in  conversation,  is  serious  in  thought;  his 
voice  in  lower  keys  is  agreeable,  but  not  mellow  in  the  higher  tones;  gestures 
natural  and  fit;  general  manner  quiet  and  easy.  He  is  straightforward  and 
direct,  weighing  matters  well.  He  speaks  to  be  understood.  He  has  his  own 
opinions.  lie  is  without  pretension,  plain  and  modest;  kindly  in  disposition. 
He  is  married  to  an  intelligent  lady — a great  gain  to  himself  and  bis  ministry. 

The  long  pastorates  of  Mr.  Pribble  show  bis  influence  among  tbe  people  and 
the  good  work  he  is  doing.  In  the  counties  he  has  served  there  are,  on  all  hands, 
proofs  of  his  fidelity,  force  of  character  and  the  favor  of  God.  lie  is  a blessing 
to  that  region. 


REV.  JAMES  WALTER  BAKER. 

Mr.  Baker  was  born  in  Madison  county,  Va.,  October  28,  1866.  His  par- 
ents were  earnest,  consistent  Christians,  and  their  religious  teaching  and  ex- 
ample proved  a blessing  to  their  children.  His  father  is  a Baptist,  and  for 
years  he  was  an  efficient  and  faithful  deacon  in  that  Church.  His  mother 
was  a Methodist  from  her  childhood,  and  loved  her  Church,  but  loved  her  Sa- 
viour more,  and  when  the  end  came  she  died  in  the  triumphs  of  Christian 
faith  at  her  home,  in  Charlottesville,  Va.,  on  the  lltli  of  June,  1897. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  converted  under  tbe  ministry  of  that  godly 
man,  Rev  William  E.  Bain,  in  the  year  1886,  and  united  with  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  became  an  active  and  usefid  worker  for 
his  Master.  He  very  soon  felt  a call  to  the  Christian  ministry,  and,  after 
many  struggles  and  heart-searchings,  he  became  convinced  that  the  call  was 
from  God,  and  determined  to  prepare  himself  for  the  work.  He  accordingly 
entered  Locust  Dale  Academy  in  Madison  county,  where  he  spent  four  terms, 
and  one  year  at  Emory  and  Henry  College. 

Mr.  Baker  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Rev.  J.  Wiley  Bledsoe,  Presiding 
Elder  of  Charlottesville  District,  October  1,  1888,  and  as  a local  preacher  he 
served  the  Church  efficiently  for  four  years  on  the  Madison,  Batesville,  Gor- 
donsville  and  Concord  Circuits. 

He  was  received  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Annual  Conference  at  its  ses- 
sion, held  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  November,  1892,  and  ordained  local  deacon  that 
year.  II is  first  regular  appointment  was  to  West  Charlotte,  where  he  la- 
bored earnestly  and  faithfully  for  two  years;  then  to  Clarksville  for  two  years, 
and  from  there  to  Oaklette  and  Gilmerton,  where  be  completed  the  full  term  of 
four  years.  For  the  ( Lurch  year  of  1900-’01  lie  is  serving  Ebenezer. 

Mr.  Baker’s  ministry  has  been  blessed  of  God  in  the  conversion  of  sinners 
and  the  edification  of  believers,  and  he  gives  promise  of  increased  usefulness 
as  the  servant  of  Christ.  He  loves  his  work,  and  seems  anxious  to  make  full 
proof  of  his  ministry.  ITc  speaks  with  ease  and  fluency,  and  bis  preaching 
is  characterized  by  earnestness  and  effectiveness,  lie  is  a conscientious  and 
sympathetic  pastor,  and  bis  people  are  drawn  to  him.  lie  looks  after  the  af- 
fairs of  his  charge,  and  gives  special  attention  to  tbe  details  of  bis  work. 

Mr.  Baker  was  first  married  June  27,  1893,  to  Miss  Lizzie  A.  Asher,  of 
Campbell  county,  Va.,  a young  lady  eminently  suited  to  tbe  demands  of  the 
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Methodist  itinerancy.  She  only  lived  a few  months  after  their  marriage. 
Her  sufferings  were  great,  but  she  met  death  in  the  calm  and  peaceful  hope 
of  life  forever  in  the  presence  of  her  God.  1 1 is  present  wife  was  Miss  Nan- 
nie Sue  Asher,  a sister  of  his  first,  and  their  marriage  is  characterized  by 
mutual  helpfulness  and  happiness. 


HEY.  WILLIAM  G.  BOGGS. 

The  veteran,  Charles  II.  Boggs,  has  a successor  in  this  son  destined  to  eclipse, 
in  some  degree,  his  noble  father;  though  to  pass  him  in  many  high  qualities  is 
not  given  but  rarely  to  men.  The  boys  are  brought  forward  under  better 
auspices  than  we,  whose  hair  is  silvering  under  the  sunset  rays.  They  must 
surpass  us  in  nimbleness  and  finish.  This  junior  is  modest  in  manners,  as  he 
is  firm  in  the  faith,  and  his  manly  and  kindly  countenance  wins  without  words. 

He  was  born  in  King  William,  December  23,  1802.  Ilis  mother  is  Octa- 
via  Campbell  Boggs.  lie  had  the  use  of  the  best  schools  before  matriculating 
at  Randolph-Macon,  and  he  enjoyed  a choice  opportunity  of  ingraining  his 
own  education  by  teaching,  as  Principal  of  the  Graded  School  in  Suffolk,  three 
years. 

He  was  converted  during  his  residence  in  that  town,  licensed  in  1884,  and 
connected  himself  with  the  Conference  in  1885.  He  served  his  first  charge, 
Essex,  three  years;  next,  Danielstown  (now  Cabell  Street),  then  in  succes- 
sion North  Bedford,  Amherst,  West  Point,  Lancaster,  Wright  Memorial  (Ports- 
mouth), Wesley  (Petersburg),  Brunswick,  his  present  parish. 

He  married  Miss  Lula  M.  Parham,  of  Murfreesboro,  N.  C.,  the  daughter  of 
President  Parham,  a superior  educator.  Miss  Parham,  with  forebears  whose 
characteristics  were  a refined  type  of  Christianity  and  citizenship,  fell  heir  to 
choice  qualities  and  beautiful  traits. 

The  test  of  apostolic  virtues  in  a measure  is  the  craving  of  persons  in  the 
supreme  hour  for  the  ministration  of  certain  preachers.  There  are  ministers 
who  amuse  us  in  drawing  rooms,  even  in  the  pulpit,  or  instruct  us  in  general 
conversation.  But  when  the  earth  begins  to  recede  and  eternity  looms  up,  then 
our  hearts  long  for  the  men  of  God  whose  walk  and  conversation  are  represented 
by  this  sincere  and  trusty  Methodist  itinerant. 


REV.  W.  ASBITRY  CHRISTIAN,  A.  M.,  B.  D. 

No  young  member  of  Virginia  Conference  is  better  fitted  in  the  highest  sense 
for  the  work  of  a Methodist  Minister  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Since  the 
day  of  his  call  to  the  ministry,  the  one  high,  Christ  motive  has  controlled  him. 
In  college  life  his  personal  influence  for  good  was  most  decided.  No  one  who 
has  had  opportunity  to  know  doubts  his  full  consecration  to  his  duty  as  he  sees 
it.  He  is  a man  of  accurate  scholarship  and  real  culture.  He  has  given  a large 
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proportion  of  his  time;  to  genuine  historiciil  investigations,  and  lias  the  ability, 
as  well  as  the  taste,  for  such  work.  In  the  pulpit,  Mr.  Christian  is  careful, 
earnest,  impressive  and  often  impassioned.  11  is  sermons  show  most  careful 
preparation,  and  the  power  of  God  is  in  them.  Conviction  conies  to  the  hearers 
through  his  preaching  and  desire  for  higher  living.  In  all  questions  of  life 
and  Conference  relations,  Christian  not  only  brings  his  intellect,  but  his  con- 
science as  well.  Jle  is  not  controlled  by  petty  feelings  or  prejudices,  but  of 
what  seems  to  him  to  be  right  in  all  these  matters.  11  is  ideal  of  -ministerial  life 
is  high,  and  lie  lives  up  to  it.  His  friendships  are  intensive  rather  than  exten- 
sive, and  in  all  things  he  is  true  to  a friend.  He  is  not  politic,  not  gushing, 
but  a sincere  and  courageous  man.  His  clear-cut  face  is  an  index  to  a pure  soul. 
Asbury  Christian  believes  in  Christ,  lives  Christ. 

Mr.  Christian  is  a native  of  Lynchburg,  Ya.,  dating  his  birth  from  January 
8,  1800.  His  parents  arc  E.  D.  and  Cornelia  Christian.  He  was  educated  at 
the  High  School  of  that  city,  Randolph-Macon  and  Vanderbilt.  He  entered 
the  Conference  in  1892,  and  has  served  Washington  Street,  Richmond;  Cente- 
nary, Lynchburg,  and  is  now  pastor  of  our  chief  church  in  Berkley- 


REV.  ADRIAN  L.  CARSON. 

Mr.  Carson  was  born  in  Appomattox  county,  Va.,  October  24,  1808.  He 
is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Carson,  a most  worthy  couple,  who  in  this  year 
of  grace  are  still  living,  and  naturally  (and  very  justly,  too)  are  proud  of 
their  uboy.” 

Mr.  Carson  was  blessed  with  descent  from  healthy  parentage,  and  had  the 
further  advantages  of  birth  and  rearing  in  the  country.  To  the  healthy,  happy 
life  on  the  farm  in  boyhood’s  days  he  is  largely  debtor  for  a splendid  physique, 
and  for  health  that  is  rugged,  vigorous,  enduring.  Tn  height  and  size  he  is  a 
young  giant,  and  yet  he  is  so  finely  proportioned  and  compactly  molded  you 
would  scarcely  realize  at  first  sight  that  he  is  much  greater  in  girth  and  height 
than  the  average  man. 

From  the  schools  in  his  community  and  from  Emory  and  Henry  College  he 
received  his  education. 

On  January  4,  1890,  he  was  licensed  to  preacli  by  the  fourth  Quarterly  Con- 
ference of  Abingdon  Circuit,  Holston -Conference.  During  the  following  sum- 
mer he  engaged  in  revival  work  with  his  brother,  the  Rev.  E.  V.  Carson,  on 
Chatham  Circuit.  These  initial  labors  were  blessed  to  the  conversion  of  many 
souls.  The  summer  and  autumn  of  1892  were  spent  on  Nottoway  Circuit  as 
assistant  to  Rev.  R.  B.  Blankenship.  At  the  session  of  the  Virginia  Confer- 
ence, held  in  Norfolk  in  1892,  he  was  received  on  trial,  and  appointed  to  the 
Staunton  River  Circuit.  Here  he  served  one  year,  and  was  then  sent  to  the 
North  Pittsylvania  Circuit,  where  he  remained  three  years.  In  both  these 
charges  he  did  excellent  work,  and  left  a people  who  were  devoted  to  him  and 
who  gave  him  up  with  great  reluctance.  In  1890  he  was  sent  to  the  South  of 
Dan  Circuit,  serving  with  great  acceptability  four  years.  He  is  now  at  Onley. 
One  of  bis  parishioners  writes  thus  of  him,  “He  won  the  love  and  esteem  of  bis 
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people  by  his  genial  Christian  character,  and  consequently  his  work  has  been  a 
great  success.” 

While  Mr.  Carson  was  preparing  for  and  making  the  beginnings  of  his  min- 
istry the  Danville  Female  College  was  educating  a lovely  girl,  who  was  destined 
to  become  his  bride.  And  next  to  his  conversion,  the  greatest  blessing  of  God 
came  to  him  in  the  person  of  Miss  Mattie  Hodges,  of  Halifax  county,  Ya.  They 
were  married  June  15,  1893.  A friend  who  knew  her  well,  wrote:  “She  is  a 
Methodist  of  the  finest  type  and  of  the  best  and  oldest  stock.  Endowed  with  a 
sweet  disposition,  the  possessor  of  a noble  Christian  character,  she  is  a helpmeet 
of  a kind  that  is  not  often  found.”  This  is  high  praise,  but  she  is  worthy. 

By  every  sign  and  token  Mr.  Carson  ought  to  have  a future  of  great  use- 
fulness before  him.  Thus  far  he  has  been  a success.  He  is  a man  of  strong 
personality,  of  fine,  commanding  presence,  and  endowed  with  those  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart  that  win  and  hold  friends  and  favor.  He  is  a good  and  a grow- 
ing preacher.  He  is  charming  in  the  social  circle.  He  is  ever  genial,  ever  ap- 
proachable. He  identifies  himself  with  his  people,  and  is  responsive  alike  to 
both  their  joys  and  their  sorrows.  This  tribute  to  his  standing  as  a pastor 
comes  from  his  present  charge:  “Brother  Carson  makes  a good  pastor.  He 
visits  from  house  to  house  among  all  the  people.  And  in  particular,  the  poor 
are  never  overlooked.  In  every  home  he  is  welcomed  and  beloved.”  And  with 
these  words  of  high  and  most  desirable  commendation,  from  a high  and  most 
capable  source,  we  leave  him  and  his  future  in  the  care  of  God  and  His  Church 


REV.  LUTHER  T.  HITT. 

May  5,  1866,  is  the  date  and  Culpeper  county,  Va.,  is  the  birthplace  of 
Luther  T.  Hitt.  A.  L.  and  M.  L.  Hitt  are  the  names  of  his  parents. 

Young  Hitt’s  home  training  was  decidedly  religious.  This  led  to  his  con- 
version, when  he  was  sixteen  years  old.  The  call  to  preach  was  from  his  ear- 
liest recollection.  lie  was  reared  on  the  farm,  loved  and  learned  that  vocation. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  the  call  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  was  so  plain  and 
disturbing  that,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  his  being  specially 
educated,  he  surrendered  himself  to  the  Church. 

At  the  Rappahannock  Quarterly  Conference,  September  1,  1889,  he  was  li- 
censed to  preach  by  Dr.  A.  C.  Bledsoe,  and  at  once  lie  entered  a school  in  Rap- 
pahannock county.  In  the  autumn  of  1890  he  attended  Randolph-Macon 
Academy  at  Bedford  City  and  spent  two  successful  and  profitable  years.  In 
1892,  at  the  Norfolk  session,  he  joined  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  was  sent 
to  Chatham  Circuit  as  junior  preacher  with  Rev.  E.  V.  Carson.  This  was 
a very  successful  and  happy  year  with  him.  About  two  hundred  souls  were 
converted  and  received  into  the  Church.  In  1893,  he  was  appointed  to  Bat- 
rick  Circuit.  During  his  service  of  two  years  on  that  work  many  were  received 
into  the  Church.  It  was  on  Patrick  Circuit  that  he  met  Miss  Mattie  A.  Alex- 
ander, of  North  Carolina,  a noble,  gifted,  consecrated  Christian  girl.  They 
were  married  August  28,  1895.  That  day  was  a fortunate  day  for  Mr.  Hitt. 
She  is  truly  a help  to  him  in  his  work.  On  ley  and  Locustville  was  Brother 
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Hitt’s  next  charge.  His  labors  were  greatly  blessed  there,  but  the  health  of 
his  wife  would  not  allow  him  to  remain  but  two  years.  Scottsville  is  now  en- 
joying his  fourth  year’s  service.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  he  is  popular,  both  as 
pastor  and  in  the  pulpit.  About  700  souls  have  been  converted  under  his  min- 
istry. 

Brother  Hitt  is  rather  striking  in  personal  appearance,  medium  height, 
erect,  complexion  fair,  brown  eyes,  full  suit  of  dark-red  hair  and  moustache, 
features  strong  and  expressive,  lie  is  sweet-spirited,  very  cheerful  and  sym- 
pathetic in  disposition. 

As  a preacher,  Brother  Hitt  is  spiritual,  logical,  plain,  bold,  and  considered 
by  all  who  hear  him  as  specially  gifted.  Every  charge  he  lias  served  has  pros- 
pered greatly  under  his  care. 


KEY.  JAMES  KILGOHE  JOLLIEF. 


On  December  14,  1868,  God  saw  fit  to  bless  two  of  his  followers,  Josiali  and 
Sarah  A.  Jolliff,  of  Norfolk  county,  Va.,  with  a son,  a gift  destined  to  be 
given  back  some  day  to  Him  and  His  work. 

Mr.  Jolliff  began  life  surrounded  by  positive  Christian  influences.  In  tho 
father’s  family  the  religion  of  Christ  and  His  worship  at  the  family  altar 
have  been  for  years  a part  of  the  legacy  handed  down  from  father  to  son,  and 
both  he  and  his  pious  wife  have  sought  to  pass  it  on  to  their  children.  “To 
family  worship  and  to  my  parents’  godly  lives,”  says  Air.  Jolliff,  “I  owe  the 
deepest  religious  impressions  I have  ever  received.”  For  a time,  however, 
God’s  purpose  in  the  life  of  the  young  man  was  obscured,  and  he  was  led 
away  from  the  religion  of  his  fathers  by  evil  associates.  But  in  1886,  under 
the  influence  of  his  pastor,  Ilev.  T.  -I.  Taylor,  his  early  impressions  were 
deepened,  and  he  was  led  to  God.  Of  the  time  immediately  following,  he 
says:  “Shortly  after  conversion  the  impression  formed  itself  in  my  mind  that 
I must  preach  the  Gospel.  The  way  did  not  seem  clear  to  do  so,  however, 
as  I was  deficient  in  education,  and  had  not  the  means  of  obtaining  it.”  But 
the  Lord  “made  the  path  plain”  before  him,  and  means  having  been  pro- 
cured he  was  enabled  to  attend  Ban dolph-Af aeon  College  during  the  four 
years,  1887-’91.  Here  he  graduated  with  distinction  in  English  and  Biblical 
Literature.  His  unusual  bodily  strength,  good  mind,  and  jovial  disposition 
made  him  a favorite  among  his  fellow-students,  and  most  of  them  have  good 
words  for  “Jake”  Jolliff  whenever  his  name  is  mentioned. 

In  July,  1890,  Air.  Jolliff  was  licensed  to  preach.  The  summer  of  1892 
found  him  at  South  Boston  assisting  Brother  DeShazo  in  the  work,  and  in 
November  of  that  year,  when  the  Virginia  Conference  held  its  session  in  Nor- 
folk, lie  entered  the  itinerancy,  llis  first  appointment  was  East  Suffolk  and 
Magnolia.  While  here  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sue  Hubbard,  of  Halifax 
county.  Only  eight  weeks  after  the  marriage  he  was  plunged  into  the  deep- 
est affliction  by  the  death  of  his  noble  young  wife.  Air.  Jolliff  has  since  served 
several  charges — Edenton,  N.  ( '.,  Whalcyville  and  Soinerton  and  Owens  Me- 
morial, Portsmouth,  with  success  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  people'.  While 
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at  Whaleyville  lie  was  again  married,  his  second  wife  being  Miss  Mary  Liz- 
zie Taylor,  daughter  of  Rev.  Travis  d.  Taylor,  a sweet  Christian  woman,  and 
a true  helpmeet  to  her  husband.  Mr.  Jolliff  is  now  in  the  fourth  year  of  a 
most  successful  pastorate  in  Smithfield,  Va. 

It  needs  hut  a glance  at  the  strongly-built,  robust  form  and  lofty  fore- 
head of  Mr.  Jolliff,  and  attendance  upon  one  of  his  forceful  discourses  to  con- 
vince the  observer  that  he  is  in  possession  of  the  essential  elements  of  suc- 
cess, “a  sound  mind  in  a sound  body.”  A further  inquiry  into  his  life  and 
works  serves  to  disclose  his  third  great  gift — the  blessing  of  the  Father.  Mr. 
Jolliff  bids  fair  to  become  a man  of  influence  and  power  in  each  of  the  sev- 
eral departments  of  his  work.  Ills  mind  is  quick,  clear,  logical,  well-stocked 
with  useful  information;  his  sermons  are  strong,  well-constructed,  and  de- 
livered with  force  and  enthusiasm;  his  manner  is  genial  and  kind  to  all;  his 
heart  is  sympathetic  and  true.  May  God  pour  His  richest  blessings  upon  His 
servant,  and  may  the  Holy  Spirit  direct  him  through  life  to  great  usefulness  ! 


REV.  RICHARD  G.  JAMES. 

Mr.  James  is  the  son  of  John  W.  and  Margaret  E.  James,  and  the  grandson 
of  Garland  James,  who  for  many  years  was  a local  preacher  in  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Hanover  county,  Va.  He  was  born  in  Chesterfield  county,  Va., 
December  29,  1861.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  joined  the  Methodist  Church 
(though  he  cannot  remember  the  time  that  he  did  not  fear  and  love  the  God  of 
his  Christian  parents).  For  a number  of  years  he  enjoyed  success  as  a farmer, 
but  being  constantly  drawn  by  God’s  Spirit  and  urged  by  Christian  friends  to 
go  and  preach  the  Gospel,  he  entered  Randolph-Macon  College  in  1887,  and 
was  sustained  there  for  four  years,  almost  entirely  with  funds  which  he  had  pre- 
viously accumulated  by  hard  work  and  economy. 

In  1892  he  joined  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  on  April  26,  1893,  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lillie  Lee  Sale. 

He  has  served  the  following  charges:  New  Kent,  lS92-’93;  Hooper’s  Island, 
1894;  Woodville,  1895-’96-’97 ; West  Goochland,  1898. 

While  at  West  Goochland  he  was  stricken  down  with  a fearful  malady,  which 
so  disabled  him  for  labors  that  the  Annual  Conference  of  1899  placed  him  on 
the  superannuated  relation. 

Though  he  cherishes  a feeling  of  due  respect  and  fellowship  for  all  true 
Christians  of  other  Churches,  still  by  inheritance  and  culture  he  is  a Methodist, 
and  truly  loves  his  own  Church,  its  doctrines  and  polity.  Mr.  James  is  greatly 
esteemed  for  his  many  virtues,  his  piety  towards  God  and  love  of  the  brethren. 
He  had  promise  of  years  of  usefulness  and  honor.  Alas!  he  has  been  called 
to  suffer  the  will  of  God.  He  bears  his  sufferings  as  a Christian,  lie  wrought 
well  for  the  good  cause  when  in  health.  He  has  the  marks  of  quick  parts  and 
constructive  powers. 
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REV.  GRAHAM  HEATII  LAMBETH. 

This  bright  and  popular  young  minister  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  Rev.  S.  S. 
Lambeth,  1).  I).,  of  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  Mrs.  Virginia  Parker  Lam- 
beth. 1 1 e was  born  at  the  home  of  his  maternal  grandparents,  Captain  and 
Mrs.  Jesse  Parker,  in  N ansemond  county,  Va.,  on  the  14th  day  of  November, 
1870.  His  paternal  grandparents  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  II.  Lambeth,  who 
were  at  the  time  of  their  death  the  oldest  members  of  Centenary  Methodist 
church,  Richmond,  having  been  connected  with  it  for  about  fifty  years. 

Graham  gave  his  heart  to  the  Saviour  at  the  early  age  of  eleven  years,  in 
connection  with  a revival  conducted  by  his  father  while  pastor  of  Clay  Street 
church,  Richmond,  and  became  a member  of  that  church.  Later  on  he  became 
a student  in  McCabe’s  school  in  Petersburg,  and  afterwards  in  Norwood’s 
school,  Richmond.  In  due  course  of  time  he  matriculated  at  Randolph-Macon 
College,  and  spent  some  years  as  a student  in  that  institution. 

When  he  reached  manhood  he  located  in  the  city  of  Norfolk,  where  he  success- 
fully engaged  in  business  for  several  years.  While  there  he  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  Centenary  church,  singing  in  the  choir,  teaching  in  the  Sunday-school, 
engaging  earnestly  in  the  work  of  the  Epworth  League,  and  holding  for  a large 
part  of  the  time  the  responsible  office  of  steward  and  assistant  treasurer.  While 
engaged  in  these  labors  as  a layman  his  mind  became  much  exercised  concern- 
ing the  question  of  preaching  the  Gospel.  After  many  months  of  earnest  con- 
sideration and  prayer,  he  became  fully  assured  of  his  call  to  the  ministry,  and 
proceeded  to  make  preparation  for  the  sacred  office.  In  order  to  greater  fitness 
he  entered  Vanderbilt  University,  at  Nashville,  Tenm,  and  took  a course  in 
theology,  lie  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  May  21, 
1894,  and  was  admitted  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference  at  the  session  of 
November,  1895,  in  Richmond,  Bishop  Charles  B.  Galloway  presiding.  In 
November,  1897,  in  Danville,  he  was  admitted  into  full  connection  and  ordained 
deacon  by  Bishop  Oscar  P.  Fitzgerald.  His  first  appointment  was  West  End 
church,  Hampton,  where  lie  remained  three  years;  then  he  was  stationed  at 
Cabell  Street,  Lynchburg,  for  one  year  and  tbence  he  was  removed  in  November, 
1899,  to  LeKies’  Memorial  church,  Norfolk,  where  he  is  now  laboring. 

On  the  1st  day  of  November,  1899,  be  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Vir- 
ginia Murrell  Lavinder,  daughter  of  Mr.  N.  II.  Lavinder,  a steward  of  Court 
Street  church,  Lynchburg. 

Mr.  Lambeth  has  made  an  enviable  record  already  as  preacher  and  pastor, 
lie  inherits  much  of  the  vivacity,  intellectual  force  and  oratorical  ability  of  bis 
distinguished  father;  makes  careful  preparation  in  his  study,  packing  his  dis- 
courses full  of  thought;  baptizes  his  sermons  with  prayer  outpoured  from  a 
lowly  heart,  and  delivers  them  with  the  most  impassioned  zeal  and  unfailing 
fluency.  No  wonder  that  he  is  popular  and  successful  in  his  pulpit  work.  As 
a pastor  he  is  diligent,  careful,  impartial,  bringing  to  tbe  management  of  ( Lurch 
matters  the  valuable  training  of  his  business  life,  and  dealing  with  his  people 
in  a spirit  of  kindly  sympathy,  united  with  unyielding  firmness  in  maintaining 
the  Divine  standpoint  of  righteousness  and  spirituality.  Judged  by  the  cri- 
teria of  “gifts,  grace  and  usefulness,”  Graham  Lambeth  has  a bright  future  be- 
fore him. 
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REV.  EDWARD  TURNER  DA  DM  EX. 

Mr.  Dadmun  was  born  of  Methodist  parents  at  Watertown,  a suburb  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  May  13,  1863.  Having  graduated  from  the  high  school  of  his  na- 
tive city,  he  took  a special  course  in  New  Testament  Greek,  logic,  metaphysics 
and  New  Testament  theology  under  Rev.  llenry  Lummins,  D.  R.,  now  an  hon- 
ored professor  in  Lawrence  University,  Wisconsin. 

In  February,  1885,  he  became  Secretary  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso- 
ciation at  Norfolk,  Ya.,  and  continued  in  that  position  for  three  years,  during 
which  time  a handsome  and  commodious  building  was  erected  and  dedicated, 
llis  next  work  in  Virginia  was  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Staunton,  where  lie 
brought  to  completion  another  beautiful  building.  Then  for  two  years  he 
served  as  Assistant  State  Secretary  of  the  Virginia  Association,  and  in  that 
capacity  rendered  valuable  service,  organizing  new  Associations,  encouraging 
those  already  in  existence,  and  holding  very  successful  evangelistic  meetings 
for  young  men. 

Realizing  a call  to  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  he  resigned  his  position  in 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Staunton  M.  E.  church,  South,  and,  on  recommendation  of  Rev.  R.  N.  Sledd, 
D.  D.,  was,  on  the  15th  of  February,  1892,  employed  by  Dr.  Paul  Whitehead, 
then  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Richmond  District,  to  till  out  the  unexpired  term 
of  Rev.  I'.  P.  Wise  at  West  End  church,  Manchester.  At  the  next  session  of 
the  Virginia  Conference  (November,  1892,)  he  was  received  into  the  traveling 
connection  on  probation,  and  returned  to  West  End,  where  he  remained  until 
November,  1894. 

His  next  appointment  was  to  Batesville  Circuit.  Here  he  had  great  success 
in  revival  work,  over  three  hundred  persons  being  converted  and  added  to  the 
Church  during  the  two  years  spent  on  that  charge.  He  has  since  served  one 
year  at  Cabell  Street  Tabernacle,  Danville,  and  is  now  in  his  fourth  year  at 
High  Street  church,  Petersburg,  where  he  has  had  a very  pleasant  and  prosper- 
ous pastorate,  and  has  greatly  endeared  himself  to  his  people. 

On  the  21st  of  July,  1891,  Brother  Dadmun  was  married  to  Miss  Olive 
Leigh  Morgan,  a daughter  of  Mr.  O.  B.  Morgan,  and  a grand-daughter  of  Wil- 
liams T.  Davis,  the  well-known  educator  of  Petersburg,  Va.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  three  children — two  girls  and  a boy.  Mrs.  Dadmun,  without 
neglecting  at  all  her  domestic  duties,  has  been  very  helpful  to  her  husband  in 
his  work,  especially  in  the  department  of  Church  music,  where  her  line  voice 
and  musical  education  are  turned  to  good  account. 

Dadmun  has  the  knack  of  making  friends.  His  bright  smile  and  pleasant 
address  give  him  immediate  access  to  the  confidence  of  strangers,  and,  once 
known,  his  sterling  qualities  of  head  and  heart  bind  men  to  him  in  lasting  friend- 
ship. Genial,  sympathetic,  deeply  pious,  unremitting  in  his  attentions  to  the 
sick  and  the  distressed,  ever  on  the  lookout  for  strangers,  having  a pleasant 
word  and  a hearty  handshake  for  everybody,  he  is  an  exceedingly  efficient  and 
popular  pastor.  Nor  does  he  come  short  in  his  preaching;  on  the  contrary, 
his  sermons  show  careful  preparation,  and  are  delivered  with  animation  and 
fervor.  He  impresses  people  as  a man  in  dead  earnest,  and  by  his  godly  character, 
even  more  than  bv  his  faithful  and  effective  preaching,  he  commends  the  Gospel 
to  the  people  among  whom  lie  labors,  and  wins  many  to  the  love  and  service 
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of  the  Master.  His  experience  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  renders  him  partic- 
ularly efficient  as  a worker  among  young  men.  His  talent  in  this  direction  has 
been  recognized  by  the  Epworth  Leaguers,  who  have  promoted  him  to  honor,  first 
as  District  Secretary  and  more  recently  as  President  of  their  State  Conference, 
which  office  he  now  tills. 

If  it  be  true  that  “the  great  purpose  for  which  a minister  is  settled  in  a parish 
is  to  live  among  the  people  as  a good  man,  whose  mere  presence  is  a demonstra- 
tion that  the  things  spoken  of  in  Church  on  the  Sabbath  are  realities,”  then 
Edward  'I.  Dadmun  is  a great  success  as  a minister  of  the  Gospel.  Long  may 
lie  live  to  allure  men  to  brighter  worlds  and  lead  the  way. 


KEY.  W.  B.  BEAUCHAMP,  A.  M.,  B.  D. 

llev.  W.  it.  Beauchamp  was  born  at  Earnham,  Va.,  March  Id,  ISO!), 
lie  attended  Earnham  Academy  for  early  training,  afterwards  attended  Ran- 
dolph-Macon,  receiving  the  A.  B.  degree,  and  from  there  went  to  the  Vanderbilt 
for  three  sessions,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  M.  and  it.  D.  lie  joined  the 
Virginia  Conference  at  Danville,  Va.,  in  November,  1893,  and  after  a term  of 
four  years  at  St.  James,  Richmond,  was  stationed  at  Broad  Street,  Richmond, 
where  success  attends  his  efforts  for  a large  membership  and  congregation. 

Mr.  Beauchamp  is  one  of  the  most  promising  young  men  in  the  Methodist 
Church.  He  loves  his  Church.  He  is  a man  of  tine  mind,  and  is  an  earnest 
student.  He  trusts  in  the  inspiration  that  conies  after  hard  work,  and  to  a 
well-furnished  mind.  He  is  a man  of  affairs,  knowing  how  to  bring  things  to 
pass.  When  he  begins  a work  he  is  not  willing  to  give  it  up  until  he  has  accom- 
plished what  he  intended  to  do. 

Mr.  Beauchamp  is  a fine  preacher.  He  masters  his  subject  and  presents  it 
with  power  and  pathos.  Above  all,  he  is  a man  of  devoted  piety.  The  leagues 
of  the  State  were  fortunate  in  having  him  as  State  President  for  the  past  two 
years.  He  has  given  time  and  thought  to  the  league  work  in  Virginia,  and  has 
made  an  efficient  officer,  lie  is  devoted  to  missions  and  the  missionary  interests 
of  our  Church,  and  is  seeking  earnestly  to  bring  the  leagues  of  the  State  into 
more  active  co-operation  with  the  churches  and  the  Mission  Board.  He  is 
President  of  the  State  Epworth  League. 


REV.  GEORGE  E.  BOOKER. 

Mr.  Booker  is  descended  from  noble  and  intellectual  forebears.  He  carries 
the  full  name  of  his  honored  sire,  who  for  forty  years  was  an  active  and  useful 
member  of  our  Conference.  11  is  mother  was  Miss  Fanny  M.  Eubank,  of  Albe- 
marle county,  Va.,  a lady  of  superior  accomplishments.  Mr.  Booker  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  March  22,  1872.  At  birth  he  became  an 
itinerant. 

His  earliest  mental  training  was  received  at  the  various  schools  where  he  hap- 
pened to  be  located.  Possessed  of  a laudable  ambition  to  obtain  information 
and  knowledge,  he  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities  and  advanced  rapidly  in 
all  his  studies.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  his  father  took  him  under  his  especial  tu- 
torage, and  no  youth  was  ever  more  fortunate  in  the  possession  of  a preceptor. 
For  several  years  the  cultivated  and  anxious  father  endeavored  to  instill  into 
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the  studious  and  aspiring  son  the  rudiments  of  an  English  and  classical  edu- 
cation. During  this  period  a large  portion  of  his  leisure  time  was  spent  in  ac- 
quainting himself  with  the  works  of  great  poets  and  the  productions  of  distin- 
guished authors.  In  1889  he  entered  the  ancient  college  of  William  and  Mary, 
where  he  pursued  the  regular  academic  course.  While  in  attendance  upon  this 
institution  he  became  an  ardent  and  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Philomathean 
Literary  Society  and  was  unanimously  elected  as  one  of  its  final  orators. 
After  leaving  this  institution  he  returned  to  the  home  of  his  parents,  who  then 
resided  in  Sussex  county,  Va.  It  was  there  that  he  became  agitated  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a call  to  the  Christian  ministry.  He  had  grown  up  with  the  idea  of  be- 
coming a lawyer,  and  had  even  sketched  Blackstone’s  Commentaries  and  several 
works  of  legal  lore.  Having  a strange  and  almost  innate  fondness  for  the  bar, 
it  was  with  considerable  struggle  that  he  renounced  his  hopes  and  aspirations  in 
that  direction.  During  the  time  that  he  hesitated  between  the  call  to  preach 
and  the  natural  bent  of  his  inclinations  two  pictures  presented  themselves  to 
his  mind.  In  the  one  he  beheld  himself  a lawyer  with  political  aspirations, 
the  victim  of  strong  drink  and  evil  associations  and  seeking  worldly  renown 
at  the  expense  of  all  that  was  pure,  honorable  and  true.  In  the,  other  he  saw 
himself  an  humble  servant  of  God,  anxious  to  do  His  will  and  ambitious  only  to 
win  the  crown  of  stars.  At  length  the  former  became  absorbed  in  the  latter, 
and  he  undertook  the  realization  of  his  vision. 

In  1892  he  was  licensed  to  preach  at  a Quarterly  Conference,  held  at  Stoney 
Creek,  Va.,  which  was  presided  over  by  Rev.  J.  II.  Riddick,  then  Presiding 
Elder  of  the  Petersburg  District.  For  the  space  of  one  year  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  discharge  of  his  ministerial  duties  on  Sussex  Circuit.  In  1893 
lie  was  received  into  the  Virginia  Conference  on  trial  and  assigned  to  South 
Chesterfield  Circuit.  The  first  revival  which  he  attempted  to  conduct  was  at 
(-lover  Hill,  a mining  town,  within  the  bounds  of  this  circuit.  He  commenced 
the  meeting  with  many  doubts  and  fears  as  to  its  success.  Some  of  the  residents 
of  the  place  were  intelligent,  refined  and  pious,  but  a vast  number  were  skeptical, 
irreligious  and  immoral.  This  latter  condition  was  enough  to  disturb  the  young 
prophet,  whose  faith  and  courage  had  never  before  been  subjected  to  a crucial 
test.  He  besought  God  for  strength,  courage  and  power  and  received  the  assur- 
ance of  victory.  The  Truth  as  preached  had  free  course  and  was  glorified.  A 
half  hundred  souls  were  happily  converted,  and  among  them  was  an  agnos- 
tic, whose  influence  for  evil  was  great.  After  this  gracious  revival,  in  which 
the  presence  and  power  of  God  were  so  manifestly  felt,  the  young  itinerant 
thanked  God  and  took  courage.  At  the  Conference  of  1894  he  was  appointed 
to  Ashland  Circuit.  After  surveying  the  field  of  labor,  he  concluded  that  he 
could  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  charge  and  at  the  same  time  take  a course  at 
college,  lit;,  therefore,  matriculated  at  Randolph-Macon  College,  and  made  a 
speciality  of  Homiletics  and  Intellectual  Philosophy.  In  November  of  1896 
he  was  appointed  to  Orange,  an  ideal  circuit  in  Piedmont  Virginia.  From 
there  he  was  sent  to  Fairmont  Avenue,  Richmond,  and  is  now  stationed  at 
Wright  Memorial,  Portsmouth. 

In  1890  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss.  Annie  P.  Howie,  youngest 
daughter  of  Mr.  I.  1).  Ilowle,  of  Sussex  county,  Va.  She  is  a woman  ot  cul- 
ture and  consecration,  and  has  been  his  faithful  adviser  and  support  in  all  his 
conflicts  and  struggles. 

There  are  few  men  in  the  Conference  who  possess  a larger  number  of  the 
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elements  requisite  to  success  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  As  a preacher,  Mr. 
Hooker  is  strong,  forceful  and  strangely  eloquent.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find 
a man  whose  style  is  more  pleasing  and  attractive.  In  the  pulpit  he  is  easy  and 
natural.  His  gestures  are  graceful  and  expressive  and  his  voice  is  clear,  round 
and  melodious.  II is  sermons  are  ornate,  logical  and  spiritual,  and  show  careful 
preparation  and  original  thought. 

As  a pastor,  he  is  faithful  and  systematic.  He  believes  that  if  a preacher 
would  know  his  people  well — know  their  dispositions,  struggles,  needs  and  as- 
pirations— he  must  visit  them  in  their  homes.  jSTo  mere  church  acquaintance 
or  exchange  of  salutations  on  the  street  or  highway  is  sufficient  for  these  things, 
lie  possesses  the  happy  faculty  of  adapting  himself  to  all  classes  of  society. 
Ilis  genial  temperament,  sympathetic  heart  and  courteous  manner  invite  con- 
fidence and  esteem. 

Mr.  Hooker  is. a man  of  literary  tastes  and  inclinations,  and  has  contributed 
to  various  periodicals  and  journals.  Ilis  regulated  imagination,  chaste  forms 
of  expression  and  superior  knowledge  of  men  and  things,  all  conspire  to  make 
him  a writer  of  promise.  He  is  a man  of  good  business  qualifications,  excel- 
lent judgment  and  tine  common-sense.  His  motto  is  “go  forward,”  and  the 
churches  entrusted  to  his  care  advance  materially  and  spiritually.  To  use  the 
language  of  the  gifted  senior  editor  of  the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate,  “He 
is  a man  whose  genius,  enterprise  and  training  give  hostages  and  hopes  of  a 
brilliant  and  victorious  career.” 


REV.  SAMUEL  C.  HATCHER. 

Mr.  Hatcher  was  born  in  Cumberland  county,  Va.,  May  24,  1869.  He  is  the 
son  of  John  II.  and  Lucy  G.  Hatcher. 

Ilis  early  life  was  spent  on  his  father’s  farm,  where  daily  contact  with  pro- 
lific soil  and  invigorating  air  gave  to  his  mind  and  body  strength  and  energy. 
Here  he  acquired  an  intense  fondness  for  the  scenes  and  objects  of  rural  life, 
lie  loved  to  roam  amid  extended  fields,  shady  forests,  flowing  streams  and  grassy 
meadows.  And  through  these  channels  of  nature  the  Great  Architect  of  the 
universe  impressed  his  susceptible  mind  and  inspired  him  with  admiration, 
reverence  and  love  for  things  divine. 

At  a protracted  meeting  held  in  a schoolhouse  near  his  home,  and  conducted 
by  Rev.  C.  11.  Hoggs,  a venerable  member  of  our  Conference,  he  was  deeply  and 
pungently  convicted  of  sin.  He  realized  his  lost  and  helpless  condition,  made  full 
confession  of  his  sins  and  sought  salvation  through  the  atonement  of  Christ.  For 
some  time  he  was  true  and  steadfast  to  his  profession,  but  at  length  the  attrac- 
tions and  fascinations  of  the  world  asserted  their  alluring  influence,  and  he  re- 
lapsed into  ungodliness  and  sin.  lie  soon  found  that  “the  pleasures  of  sin  were 
but  for  a season,”  and  that  the  world  could  never  give  “the  bliss  for  which  he 
sighed.”  lie,  therefore,  renounced  his  wayward  career  and  re-dedicated  himself 
to  the  service  of  God.  It  was  not  long  after  he  made  the  complete  surrender  that 
he  received  a solemn  conviction  that  it  was  his  duty  to  he  an  ambassador  for  his 
Lord.  The  call  to  the  Christian  ministry  was  clear,  loud  and  distinct,  but  a 
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previous  and  perhaps  natural  inclination  to  pursue  another  calling  made  him 
hesitate  and  falter.  There  was  also  the  usual  shrinking  through  distrust  of 
his  own  qualifications  and  powers.  At  length  the  conflict  ceased,  and  with  the 
assurance  of  “Lo ! I am  with  you  alway”  he  went  forth  to  prepare  for  his  high 
and  responsible  calling.  In  1889  he  made  his  way  to  Richmond,  where  lie  se- 
cured congenial  and  profitable  employment.  During  this  period  he  practiced 
commendable  economy  and  self-denial,  and  laid  by  a small  amount  with  which 
to  augment  bis  training  and  culture.  lie  then  entered  McGuire’s  school,  an  in- 
stitution of  long  standing  and  high  grade.  Here  he  became  proficient  in  the 
ordinary  branches  of  an  English  education,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  a col- 
lege curriculum.  After  leaving  this  institution  he  went  to  Randolph-Macon 
College,  where  he  prosecuted  his  studies  with  marked  success.  While  there 
a consecrated  band  of  Methodists,  who  worshiped  in  the  town  hall  at  Barton 
Heights,  made  application  to  him  to  supply  them  with  the  Gospel.  Finding 
that  he  could  acquiesce  in  their  desire  and  at  the  same  time  continue  his  course 
at  college,  he  readily  consented,  and  entered  upon  his  work  with  enthusiasm  and 
zeal.  He  soon  inaugurated  a movement  which  resulted  in  the  abandonment 
of  the  town  hall  and  in  the  erection  of  a beautiful  and  attractive  church  edifice. 
This  church  has  steadily  increased  in  membership,  piety  and  talent,  and  stands 
forth  a splendid  monument  to  his  genius,  enterprise  and  energy. 

In  1893  he  was  received  into  the  Virginia  Conference  on  trial  and  assigned 
to  Barton  Heights,  where  he  had  already  served  as  a supply  for  two  years.  His 
next  appointment  was  Denny  Street,  Richmond.  Under  his  ministry  at  this 
charge  the  Church  was  greatly  revived  and  built  up,  and  attained  to  a degree 
of  prosperity  unparalleled  in  its  history.  In  1898  he  was  sent  to  Queen  Street, 
Norfolk,  where  he  is  now  serving  his  Master  and  his  flock  with  diligence,  fi- 
delity and  efficiency. 

Mr.  Hatcher  is  eminently  qualified  and  admirably  equipped  for  the  exalted 
work  to  which  lie  has  been  called.  His  studious  propensities  have  induced  him 
to  take  advantage  of  every  opportunity  for  storing  his  mind  with  useful  infor- 
mation and  knowledge.  The  Word  of  God  which  he  is  called  to  expound  is  his 
constant  guide- — the  man  of  his  counsel.  As  a preacher,  Mr.  Hatcher  is  clear, 
logical  and  eloquent.  lie  is  possessed  of  an  analytical  turn  of  mind  and  ser- 
monizes with  facility.  ITis  sermons  are  replete  with  many  excellences  of 
speech  and  thought,  and  his  delivery  is  animated  and  impressive.  It  is  to  be 
doubted  if  there  are  any  among  us  of  his  age  and  experience  who  possess  su- 
perior gifts  for  revival  work.  Under  his  tender,  pathetic  and  earnest  appeals 
the  unconverted  are  melted  into  penitence  and  cry  aloud  for  mercy.  He  es- 
pecially excels  as  a pastor.  Ilis  social  tendencies  make  it  an  easy  task  for  him 
to  adapt  himself  to  all  classes  of  society.  He  is  equally  at  home  in  the  man- 
sions of  the  rich  and  in  the  hovels  of  the  poor,  in  the  presence  of  the  man  of 
letters  as  well  as  in  the  company  of  those  who  have  been  deprived  of  an  educa- 
tion. The  vow  which  he  assumed  at  the  bar  of  the  Conference  to  “visit  from 
house  to  house”  lias  not  been  esteemed  lightly  or  relegated  to  a secluded  place  in 
bis  memory.  In  the  performance  of  bis  pastoral  duties  he  is  “no  respecter  of 
persons,”  and  is  especially  attentive  to  the  poor,  who  regard  him  as  a friendly 
counselor,  and  the  sick  who  await  his  coming  with  that  eagerness  with  which  the 
lonely  sentinel  watches  for  the  first  approach  of  dawn. 

In  1895  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Kern,  of  Clarke  county, 
Va.,  a lady  of  culture  and  refinement.  Few  preachers  have  been  more  fortunate 


HIOV.  ADAM  C.  liDIODSOIO. 


SKETCHES  AND  PORTRAITS  OF  TIIE  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. 


413 


in  the  selection  of  a companion.  Her  entire  consecration  to  Christ,  willingness 
to  share  the  vicissitudes  and  trials  of  the  itinerancy  and  ability  to  do  that  which 
her  position  enjoins,  all  conspire  to  make  her  a helpmeet  indeed. 

Mr.  Iiatcher  is  a man  of  noble  impulses,  generous  disposition  and  laudable 
ambition.  He  is  sympathetic,  philanthropic  and  hospitable.  The  churches 
entrusted  to  his  care  increase  and  flourish.  He  serves  God  as  one  who  must 
give  an  account,  and  holds  himself  in  readiness  for  the  summons  to  higher  labors 
and  richer  rewards. 


REV.  ERNEST  FRANKLIN  HALL. 

He  is  one  of  the  young  men  of  the  Conference,  the  eldest  son  of  James  Ellis 
and  Fannie  Hall,  and  as  born  in  Manchester,  Va.,  June  5,  1869.  II is  early 
boyhood  was  spent  in  Richmond  city,  where  he  attended  several  different  private 
schools.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Bedford  City, 
then  called  Liberty,  Va.  Here  he  attended  the  town  Graded  School,  under  Pro- 
fessor J.  R.  Guy;  and  also  the  “Sunny  Side  High  School,”  of  Bedford  county, 
conducted  by  Messrs.  Eubank  and  son,  who,  in  their  report  of  his  school  work 
for  February  and  March,  1887,  say  of  him:  “Ernest  is  doing  very  well,  but  if 
he  would  study  twice  as  hard,  he  would  stand  at  the  head  of  his  class  in  every- 
thing, for  lie  is  full  of  capability,  and  a very  high-minded  youth — nothing  low 
or  mean  about  him.” 

At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  was  converted  at  a meeting  at  the  Baptist  church 
in  Bedford  City,  joined  the  Methodist  Church,  and  soon  became  deeply  im- 
pressed that  God  had  called  him  to  preach  the  Gospel.  After  a period  of  fierce 
heart  struggle,  he  finally  gave  himself  up  to  God’s  will,  attended  the  Randolph- 
Macon  College  four  years,  was  licensed  to  preach,  received  on  trial  into  the 
Virginia  Conference  at  Danville,  Va.,  November  23,  1893,  and  sent  by  Bishop 
Granbery  to  the  Ilenry  Circuit,  lie  was  ordained  a local  deacon  by  Bishop 
A.  G.  Haygood  at  Charlottesville,  Va.,  November  18,  1894,  and  elder  by  Bishop 
O.  P.  Fitzgerald  at  Danville,  Va.,  November  21,  1897. 

Mr.  Hall’s  fields  in  the  itinerancy  have  been  as  follows:  Henry  Circuit,  1894- 
1895;  Montross,  1890-1897;  Wheal  ton,  1898;  Orange  Circuit,  1899  to  present 
date. 

In  1898  he  was  happily  married  to  Miss  Emily  Sandy,  the  elder  daughter  of 
George  and  Sarah  Sandy,  of  Montross,  Westmoreland  county,  Va.  The  sweet, 
beautiful  character  of  this  young  Christian  lady  proves  the  wisdom  of  his  choice. 
Mr.  Hall  has  a youthful,  poetic  face,  and  something  in  the  deep,  gray  eyes  that 
suggests  genius.  Small  in  body,  he  is,  in  every  nerve  and  muscle,  astir  with 
energy.  Fond  of  athletics,  he  believes  in  a Sana  mens  in  sano  corpora,  lie 
loves  his  Master,  his  brethren,  and  his  work.  He  despises  meanness,  and,  at 
the  proper  time,  will  say  so.  Without  apparent  effort,  lie  speaks  very  rapidly; 
but  an  alert  mind  guides  the  tongue,  lie  uses  neither  cant  nor  obsolete  phrase- 
ology. lie  loves  beauty  in  nature,  art,  and  religion,  and  preaches  a Gospel  of 
purity,  truth  and  love.  Souls  are  won  for  Christ,  and  many  have  rejoiced  under 
the  ministry  of  this  bright,  consecrated  young  man.  Coming  years  are  laden 
with  blessings  for  the  people  he  shall  serve. 
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REV.  J.  SIDNEY  PETERS. 

In  the  annual  sessions  of  the  Conference,  the  forum  of  the  Synod, is  the  circling 
space  about  the  Bishop’s  chair.  Within  this  crescent  is  seen  the  portly  presence 
of  Mr.  Peters.  A visitor  to  the  sittings  would  not  overlook  the  man  with  the 
great,  round  Roman  head,  the  frank  features,  the  grave  yet  genial  mood  over- 
spreading the  strong,  ruddy,  shaven  face.  The  eye,  half  hid  by  seeming  drowsy 
lids,  is  in  fact  alert  to  the  commerce  of  opinion  interchanged  between  pew  and 
pew  or  chair  and  pew.  This  sheltering  shade  to  the  iris  is  automatic,  like  the 
habit  in  the  sharpshooter  to  stand  under  a bough,  avoiding  the  glare  and  securing 
a keener  sight.  Mr.  Peters  discharges  his  conscience  by  this  attention  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Conference,  for  it  is  rare  he  connects  himself  with  any  of  the 
fugitive  questions  of  the  hour.  When  he  rises  it  is  accepted  that  a matter  of 
moment  and  gravity  will  be  brought  forward.  There  is  no  rattle  of  light  sen- 
tences nor  dull  drooling  of  stale  commonplace.  ITe  presents  in  simple  and 
pellucid  speech,  weightiest  concerns  distilled  down  to  axiomatic  truths.  The 
measured  and  restrained  voice  lets  fall  fact  and  reason,  like  the  descent  of  the 
huge  steel  hammer  driving  home  the  pile,  deep  down  into  firm  earth.  No  man 
of  his  age  in  the  Conference  commands  so  much  the  confidence  of  the  budy  in 
his  seasoned  and  discreet  wisdom  or  in  the  integrity  of  his  character  or  honesty 
of  opinions.  The  virile  powers  of  the  forum  hold  good  in  the  pulpit.  The 
sermons  of  Mr.  Peters  are  not  pretty  essays  on  morals,  but  the  deliverances  of  a 
legate  of  Heaven,  speaking  with  authority  and  amenable  for  the  blood  of  men 
to  the  King  of  kings  who  commissioned  him.  The  personal  equation  counts  in 
these  discourses.  If  there  is  a man  among  us  who  has  marshaled  the  whole 
forces  of  his  life  to  the  betterment  and  blessing  of  humanity,  it  is  this  stalwart 
Methodist  minister.  He  would  loathe  himself  if  he  ever  thought  of  the  pulpit  as 
a profession.  At  the  fireside  of  his  parishoners,  the  winning  influences  of  a 
loving  heart  and  consecrated  life  are  seen  and  felt.  The  sermon  is  the  initial 
element.  He  carries  on  the  campaign,  house  to  house. 

Mr.  Peters  is  of  Methodist  stock.  His  mother’s  family  were  Wesleyans  in 
England  from  the  days  of  the  founder.  He  is  a Virginian.  Norfolk  is  his 
native  place. 

He  was  educated  at  the  Academy  in  Suffolk,  receiving  the  public  honor  of 
his  class.  He  attended  Randolph-Macon  and  Ilainpdcn-Sidney  Colleges.  He 
engaged  in  farming  in  Campbell  county  and  studied  law.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Virginia  Legislature  in  1889,  representing  Lynchburg  and  Campbell. 
He  won  against  powerful  influence  by  2,000  majority. 

Mr.  Peters  had  at  an  early  age  connected  himself  with  the  Church,  but  with- 
out a clear  witness  of  acceptance.  He  lost  interest  and  grew  wayward.  In  the 
clouded  years  there  ever  came  a call  and  warning,  ‘AVoe  unto  me,  if  I preach 
not  the  Gospel.”  lie  could  not  banish  the  neglected  duty.  Like  Banquo’s  ghost, 
it  rose  to  disturb  the  feast  of  pleasure  and  haunted  in  silent  hours. 

In  1893,  under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  William  E.  Thompson,  he  gained  a 
signal  victory  over  himself.  God  gave  him  pardon  and  peace.  Mr.  Peters 
always  mentions  with  tenderest  regard  and  highest  admiration  the  interest  and 
exertion  of  this  young  minister  in  his  behalf.  The  saintly  life  and  charming 
character  of  Mrs.  Peters  (nee  Miss  Brandon,  of  Campbell),  has  been  a main- 
stay to  his  career.  She  measures  up  to  the  many  demands  on  the  helpmeet  in 
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the  parsonage.  The  record  of  her  career  in  the  Church  and  at  the  fireside  would 
enrich  literature  and  beautify  the  sweet  and  gentle  annals  of  devout  women. 
They  have  two  bright  lads. 

In  September,  1893,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Garland  licensed  Mr.  Peters  as  local 
preacher  at  a quarterly  meeting  in  Elmington,  on  West  Campbell  Circuit.  In 
.November  lie  was  admitted  to  the  Conference  and  had  assignment  to  Staunton 
River  Circuit.  In  1894,  he  was  selected  for  West  Charlotte  Circuit.  At  the 
Conference  of  1895  he  became  a deacon.  In  1890,  Cartersville  Circuit  was  his 
parish.  In  1897  he  was  raised  to  elder  and  stationed  at  Barton  Heights.  He 
is  now  pastor  of  our  chief  church  in  Hampton.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  the 
full  work  of  a Methodist  preacher  was  done  in  all  these  years.  He  could  not 
be  an  idler  nor  a professional  pulpiteer.  Ho  heart  beats  with  a more  loyal  pulse 
to  Methodism  than  that  of  the  great  and  true  soul  of  Sidney  Peters. 


REV.  JOHN'  J.  RAFFERTY,  Litt.  L). 

Dr.  Rafferty  is  widely  known  in  Southern  Methodism.  Ills  extended  ser- 
vice as  a Church  editor,  his  speeches  at  college,  university,  Chautauqua,  have 
made  his  name  familiar  outside  of  our  Church. 

He  had  the  use  of  fitting  school,  college,  and  university.  At  Emory  and 
Henry,  in  its  zenith  of  three  hundred  students,  lie  held  the  second  “monitor- 
ship.”  His  room-mate,  Dr.  John  L.  Buchanan,  late  of  the  Vanderbilt,  only 
outranked  him.  His  college  life  was  wholesome. 

Aptness  for  scientific  pursuits  drew  him  to  medicine  as  a profession.  With 
his  conversion  came  the  summons  to  the  ministry,  lie  connected  himself  with 
the  Conference  in  1857.  He  displayed  gifts  for  evangelizing,  as  unusual  re- 
vivals signalized  his  early  years.  One  charge  had  its  membership  doubled. 

The  Civil  War  began  as  he  graduated  in  the  Conference  studies.  After  one 
or  two  years  it  was  announced  at  a session  that  there  were  Virginia  troops  with- 
out chaplains.  Mr.  Rafferty  was  returned  by  the  Bishop  to  his  work  in  an 
interior  part  of  the  State.  He,  however,  had  it  in  mind  to  serve  the  soldiers. 
After  he  had  selected  a regiment  and  placed  his  wife  and  child  in  a place  of 
safety,  it  was  arranged  that  one  of  the  refugee  preachers  (driven  from  their 
churches  by  the  advancing  enemy  and  needing  home  and  bread)  should  have 
this  snug  parsonage  far  from  the  ravages  of  war.  Mr.  Rafferty  became  the 
chaplain  of  a cavalry  regiment,  serving  on  the  outposts  in  West  Virginia. 

Campaigning  for  a year  with  these  “rough  riders”  brought  on  a severe 
malady,  which  has  annoyed  its  victim  for  a long  while.  Mr.  Rafferty  found  a 
successor  in  a gallant  preacher  and  made  ready  to  retire.  At  the  suggestion  of 
the  General  commanding  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  the  War  Department  offered 
Mr.  Rafferty  the  rank  of  a Major  of  Cavalry  for  special  services,  giving  him  a 
free  hand  in  controlling  his  movements.  After  rest  and  recuperation,  he  un- 
dertook the  task,  continuing  with  the  army  until  the  end. 

'The  war  closed  in  the  spring  of  18(i5.  The  preachers  in  the  army  were  left 
“without  work,”  home  or  resources.  They  must  shift  for  themselves  till  the 
Conference  in  November.  "Mr.  Rafferty  assisted  the  Rev.  Mr.  Watts  on  Albe- 
marle Circuit  at  revivals,  “without  money  and  without  price.”  His  mahulv 
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taking  on  a chronic  form,  and  the  word  going  out  that  every  preacher  who 
could  take  care  of  himself  better  do  so,  as  the  desolation  of  our  territory  had 
ruined  a number  of  appointments,  Mr.  Lafferty  selected  Lexington  as  a home, 
hoping  the  mineral  waters  in  that  region  might  benefit  him. 

General  Lee  drew  hundreds  of  students  to  Washington  College,  and  Commo- 
dore Maury,  General  Curtis  Lee,  and  other  prominent  men,  filled  the  barracks 
of  the  Military  Institute  with  cadets.  The  crowd  of  young  men  brought  much 
money  to  the  town  and  unusual  prosperity  followed.  Mr.  Lafferty,  a partner  in 
three  enterprises,  reaped  of  the  harvest.  One  of  his  partners,  General  Lee’s 
secretary,  Captain  James  M.  Leech  (now  of  Nashville,  formerly  holding  office 
for  years  in  the  Vanderbilt  University),  states  their  position  as  the  “largest 
depositor  in  the  local  bank,”  and  that  Mr.  Lafferty  at  the  end  of  each  year  had 
“considerable  means  for  investment.” 

Mr.  Lafferty,  despairing  of  robust  health,  had  arranged  for  a permanent 
home  in  Lexington,  purchasing  and  improving  a residence  and  making  other 
investments.  His  social  environments  were  as  pleasant  as  his  commercial  ven- 
tures had  been  successful.  The  great  schools  added  to  the  cultured  citizenship 
of  this  picturesque  seat  of  learning.  He  had  five  lads  who  would  need  the  col- 
leges at  his  door.  Lexington  was  an  ideal  home  for  one  with  a literary  taste. 
Like  Job,  Mr.  Lafferty  expected  “to  die  in  his  nest.”  God  ordered  otherwise. 

Mr.  Lafferty  was  residing  in  the  territory  of  the  Baltimore  Conference.  He 
had  formed  many  strong  attachments  among  their  preachers.  lie  filled  the 
pulpit  of  the  town  church,  during  a prolonged  absence  of  its  pastor,  and  of  the 
circuit  till  the  Bcv.  Mr.  Clarke  recovered  from  a serious  illness.  He  was  hardly 
counted  as  a member  of  the  Virginia  Conference,  seldom  visiting  within  its 
bounds.  In  fact,  he  was  reckoned  as  near  the  end  of  his  life.  At  one  period 
he  had  to  abandon  business  cares,  and  rest.  lie  could  not  attend  one  or  two 
sessions.  In  the  Advocate  of  January,  1874,  a writer  mentions  meeting  him 
at  Conference,  and  adds:  “I  saw  Lafferty  and  was  sorry  to  see  him  looking  so 
badly.” 

It  was  a surprise  in  the  spring  of  that  year  (1874),  when  a close  friend 
of  the  Kev.  Hr.  Bennett.,  the  publisher  of  the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate , 
broached  the  subject  of  a connection  with  the  paper  as  half  owner.  The  propo- 
sition did  not  evoke  hearty  welcome.  The  Lev.  J.  B.  Laurens,  the  negotiator, 
suggested  consultation  with  brethren.  He  had  charge  of  the  paper  during  the 
absence  of  its  editor  at  the  General  Conference  of  that  year. 

From  the  view-point  of  prudence,  the  offer  did  not  seem  attractive.  Ought 
a partial  invalid  to  uproot,  a remunerative  and  established  business,  charming 
social  relations,  superior  educational  advantages  for  sons,  sacrifice  the  comforts 
his  precarious  health  needed — for  what?  The  Advocate  before  the  war  with 
larger  patronage  and  at  a higher  price,  had  lost  $20,000.  Could  it  support  two 
large  families  in  Biehmond  ? Suppose  the  paper  failed  to  furnish  income 
enough;  what  then  ? The  preacher  in  poor  health  would  be  adrift,  having  aban- 
doned his  happy  lot  in  Lexington.  The  future,  as  now  known,  was  hid  from 
him. 

God  directed.  May  it  not  be  said  that  at  times  “kicking  against  the  goads” 
is  in  vain.  The  man  stood  at  the  parting  of  the  wavs.  It  was  a crisis  in  the 
history  of  a soul. 

In  the  judgment  of  a noble  spirit,  the  training  on  the  Lexington  Cazette  the 
ready  money  in  that  era  of  the  “Black  "Friday,”  the  danger  of  gain  and  political 
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aspirations,  had  significance.  Safety  of  soul  and  duty  seemed  to  point  the  same 
way.  JSI r.  Lafferty  enlisted  with  the  fortunes  of  the  Conference  organ  on  July 
1,  1874. 

lie  had  represented  Rockbridge  in  conventions  that  named  congressmen  and 
governors.  The  Gazette  paid  for  itself  in  eighteen  months.  The  reversal  of 
ambitions  at  high  speed  makes  the  soul  quiver  down  to  the  keel  and  rolls  a back 
tide  over  decks. 

Let  the  narrative  pause  for  record  of  a providence.  Had  the  Rev.  John  B. 
Laurens  never  managed  the  Advocate  for  a while  in  1874,  would  he  have  sought 
out  Mr.  Lafferty?  If  he  had  not  presented  the  subject  to  the  preacher  across 
the  mountains  in  the  territory  of  another  Conference — a man  engrossed  in 
affairs,  would  two  men,  almost  strangers,  ever  become  partners  in  the  Church 
paper?  The  health  of  Laurens  collapsed  at  the  juncture  of  the  departure  of 
the  senior  colleague  from  the  Advocate.  Laurens,  broken  by -disease,  came  to 
the  paper.  Had  lie  not  been  with  it  would  there  have  been  “Rosebuds”  and  a 
college  at  Monterey?  All  things  hang  together.  The  Lord  reigns. 

Mr.  Lafferty  left  his  family  for  two  years.  There  was  no  railway  to  the 
town.  He  seldom  saw  them.  At  the  end  of  the  first  six  months  his  colleague 
wrote  him  at  Lexington,  where  he  Avas  spending  the  Christmas,  a gloomy  letter. 
After  stating  the  condition  of  affairs,  he  added:  “Unless  we  can  have  a large 
increase  of  subscribers  for  the  future  and  of  advertisers,  it  will  be  utterly  hope- 
less for  us  to  look  to  the  paper  for  a living  for  our  families.”  God  had  not  for- 
saken them.  The  Conference  allowed  the  price  of  the  paper  to  be  raised  to 
$2.50,  adding  $500  for  every  1,000  subscribers.  Mr.  Lafferty  had  inaugurated 
a thorough  canvass  in  our  Conference,  writing  those  popular  “editorial  letters.” 
He  visited  the  District  Conferences  in  the  Baltimore  Conference  bounds  and 
negotiated  for  the  adoption  of  the  Advocate.  Nine  out  of  eleven  of  these  bodies 
voted  for  the  paper.  This  movement  brought  in  a large  increase  of  new  names 
at  $2.50.  Mr.  Lafferty’s  residence  in  that  Conference  territory  and  association 
with  the  brethren  gave  him  favor  among  them.  The  revenue  of  the  paper  rose 
rapidly.  At  the  end  of  1877,  the  second  half  interest  was  sold  for  twice  the  net 
sum  of  the  first  half  in  July  of  1874.  The  gross  amount  of  1874  was  $4,000, 
with  drawback  of  $1,890.45,  making  the  net  price  $2,109.55.  The  net  price 
of  the  second  half  of  the  paper  in  1877  Avas  double  that  of  1874. 

This  episode  ought  to  carry  courage  to  hearts  that  attempt  duty  when  the 
road  ahead  is  a rayless  midnight.  God  put  to  flight  the  fears  and  forebodings 
of  His  servants.  Lcl  it  not  be  forgotten  that  there  is  a higher  glory  than  suc- 
cess. Tt  is  the  fortitude  that  can  endure  a cross  Avliilo  deserving  a crown. 

The  Advocate  lias  been  carried  on  by  Mr.  Lafferty  since  1877,  Avithout  a loss 
to  the  Church  of  a single  dollar.  Some  years  ago  Mr.  Lafferty  bought  the  Balti- 
more Conference  organ.  lie  thought  it  prudent  at  his  age  to  distribute  the 
OAvnership;  so  two  years  ago  the  papers  Avcre  incorporated.  He  remains  con- 
nected with  them. 

The  public  career  of  Mr.  T^afferty  has  been  sketched  in  various  papers,  and 
prints  of  his  face  have  made  the  public  familiar  Avitli  his  appearance.  He 
has  lectured  in  the  principal  cities  of  several  States  and  uncounted  times  in 
Virginia.  For  fifteen  years  he  gave  much  time  to  lecturing  for  churches  and 
parsonages  in  the  Virginia  Conference,  contributing  manv  thousands  of  dollars. 
The  reports  of  his  lectures  in  the  papers  Avould  make  a volume. 

The  folloAving  estimate  is  from  a pen  of  judicial  accuracy: 
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“It  is  ho  exaggeration  to  say  that,  as  a writer,  Dr.  Lafferty  is  altogether 
unique,  .lust  such  a master  of  the  pen  lias  not  appeared  among  us.  It  is  the 
judgment  of  competent  critics  that  such  a gift  of  expression  lias  never  been 
possessed  by  any  other  Southern  Methodist  preacher.  Brilliant,  acute,  witty, 
pungent ly  satirical,  graphic  and  original,  pathetic  and  powerful,  he  is  a very 
wizard  of  the  press.  Defects  and  blemishes  he  has;  but  these  do  not  seriously 
mar  the  excellence  of  his  pen’s  product  nor  interfere  with  its  adaptation  to  the 
popular  taste  and  needs.  In  the  best  specimens,  his  writing  will  bear  compari- 
son with  that  of  the  leading  editors  of  our  times  as  to  both  form  and  inherent 
quality.  lie  has  an  epigrammatic  pithiness  which  is  altogether  inimitable. 
What  he  lacks  in  extent  of  research  or  depth  of  investigation,  he  makes  up 
largely  by  the  ingenious  and  attractive  use  of  the  resources  he  can  command, 
pleasing  where  he  docs  not  convince  or  persuade,  and  propitiating  or  disarm- 
ing bitter  antagonism  by  a humorous  turn. 

“As  a lecturer,  he  is  very  successful,  though  at  times,  through  bodily  weak- 
ness, or  the  hack  of  an  audience  who  understood  him,  or  some  accidental  misfit 
of  man  and  occasion,  he  has  failed.  When  in  good  trim  and  in  the  presence  of 
an  assembly  which  is  assuring  and  encouraging  in  advance,  he  carries  everything 
by  storm,  and  such  roaring  fun  as  is  furnished  and  digested  then  lias  seldom 
found  existence  on  an  American  platform. 

“As  a preacher,  Dr.  Lafferty  is  interesting  and  often  very  effective.  The 
subject  chosen  is  apt  to  be  unusual  and  the  treatment  quite  aside  from  the 
common  line.  The  characteristics  of  style,  in  general,  are  those  of  his  writings, 
eliminating  the  humorous  and  satirical.  Here  and  there  may  be  an  odd  expres- 
sion or  turn  of  thought,  but  the  prevailing  tone  is  lofty  and  grave. 

“Early  in  the  sixties,  Dr.  Lafferty  was  married  to  Miss  Mattie  A.  Brown, 
of  Albemarle  county,  a representative  of  the  ancient  family  of  Methodists  of 
Brown’s  Cove.  She  is  a helpmeet,  of  pleasing  person,  agreeable  manners,  and 
nobleness  of  character.  Of  eight  children,  two  were  cut  off  in  infancy  and  two 
have  died  after  reaching  mature  life.  Tims  with  a happy  lot  in  domestic  life, 
these  parents  have  tasted  also  the  cup  of  deep  sorrows.  Their  home  has  always 
been  the  abode  of  a warm  and  open  hospitality  and  of  refined  Christian  cour- 
tesy.” 

Mr.  Lafferty  is  a native  of  Virginia,  horn  in  18137,  the  only  child  of  George 
and  Elizabeth  Lightfoot  Lafferty.  The  father  (educated  in  Ireland)  was  of 
the  tin*  staff  of  Colonel  Charles  Fenton  Mercer  Garnett,  the  engineer  who  sur- 
veyed the  railroad  running  out  of  Virginia  across  the  Roanoke  into  North  Caro- 
lina. Mr.  Lafferty’ s mother  was  of  the  historic  Virginia  family  of  Lightfoots. 
When  the  son  was  eleven  months  old,  the  father,  with  some  friends,  were 
drowned  at  the  ferry  on  .Tames  river  called  Osborne.  A sudden  wind  struck 
their  carriage  and  upset  the  boat. 

The  estate  of  the  father,  in  various  locations,  was  robbed  to  a large  extent. 

The  Washington  and  Lee  University  conferred  “Doctor  of  Letters”;  Emory 
and  Henry,  the  Master  of  Arts. 


REV.  NATHANIEL  ,1.  PREDEN. 

There  is  a curious  page  in  the  religious  history  of  Mr.  Pruden.  He  is,  to 
all  appearance,  the  best  specimen  of  soberness  of  temper  in  the  Conference. 
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And  yet  his  conviction  of  sin  dates  from  a great  gust  of  uncontrolled  rage.  lie 
was  not  led  to  repentance  by  preaching  or  reading  the  Bible  or  exhortation  of 
friends.  One  day,  on  the  farm,  he  got  into  a cyclone  of  wrath.  Sudden  terror 
seized  him.  The  horror  of  his  sin  took  hold  upon  him.  A “something”  re- 
buked him  almost  in  words,  lie  made  a vow  to  change  his  life,  and  kept  it. 
lie  began  to  read  the  Bible  and  more  often  to  attend  church,  lie  sought  for- 
giveness for  a year  in  great  bitterness.  Light  and  joy  came,  first  in  morning 
twilight,  and  then  in  meridian  fullness.  Following  this  was  the  earnest  desire 
to  preach,  accompanied  with  a certain  diffidence. 

The  war  had  interfered  with  his  education.  He  went  to  Randolph-Macon 
for  two  or  three  years,  beginning  on  February  25,  1873,  and  leaving  in  June, 
187G.  He  served  under  the  Elder  on  the  Charles  City  and  Henrico  Circuit, 
as  junior,  from  July,  187G,  to  the  Conference  in  November,  when  he  was  re- 
ceived in  the  traveling  connection  and  sent  as  helper  to  Rev-.  Oscar  Littleton, 
Gloucester  Circuit.  In  1877  he  was  appointed  to  Chatham  Circuit.  In  1878 
he  was  ordained  deacon  and  returned  to  the  same  charge.  Since  that  year  lie 
has  served  Charlotte,  Matoaca,  Berlin,  West  Brunswick  and  Meherrin,  Surry, 
Prince  George,  Wicomico,  Matoaca,  Fluvanna,  Culpeper  Circuit,  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, his  present  charge. 

There  is  the  most  substantial  stuff  in  the  mental  make-up  of  Pruden.  The 
promise  of  a career  of  solid  usefulness  has  been  verified.  He  lias  strong  sense 
and  sound  character.  He  studies.  He  is  discreet  and  in  earnest. 


REV.  EDWARD  LEIGH  PELL,  D.  D. 

Dr.  Pell  is  a native  of  North  Carolina.  Raleigh  is  his  birthplace;  date,  Sep- 
tember 7,  1 8 G 1 . He  is  the  son  of  the  late  Dr.  William  E.  Pell,  a member  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference,  and  for  many  years  a Presiding  Elder.  During  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  he  edited  the  Raleigh  Sentinel,  the  leading  paper  of  the 
State.  Dr.  Edward  L.  Pell  is  by  best  right  a Virginian,  for  bis  mother  was  of 
our  State,  dating  ancestors  back  to  the  settlement  in  Jamestown. 

Dr.  Pell  was  educated  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina.  He  entered  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  at  the  age  of  twenty,  continuing  for  ten  years.  Ill 
healfth  forced  him  from  the  pastorate.  In  1891  he  came  to  Richmond,  where  he 
edited  the  Bible  Reader  for  seven  years,  achieving  a Avide  fame  as  a brilliant 
Avriter.  lie  is  Avidely  knoAvn  in  the  newspaper  world  as  a paragrapher  and  an 
editorial  contributor  to  a number  of  the  leading  metropolitan  papers;  in  the 
magazine  Avorld  as  a writer  of  timely  articles  on  great  problems;  in  the  biblical 
Avorld  as  the  author  of  several  books  on  biblical  subjects;  in  the  Sunday-school 
Avorld  as  a lecturer  and  the  Avriter  of  Pell's  Notes. 

For  nearly  eight  years  he  has  lectured  at  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa- 
tion every  Saturday  afternoon  on  the  Sunday-school  lessons.  These  lectures 
have  been  regularly  attended  by  Sunday-school  Avorkers  of  all  denominations  in 
Richmond  and  Manchester. 

Dr.  Pell  has  Avon  upon  the  regard  of  a large  circle  in  his  chosen  home  at  the 
capital  of  Virginia.  His  contributions  to  literature  Avould  seem  to  tax  the  exer- 
tions of  men  of  seasoned  health,  vet  his  Avork  is  done  by  a person  vexed  by  dis- 
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turbed  nerves,  often  in  disarray,  displaying  the  highest  fortitude  and  recalling 
the  genius  of  Heine  triumphing  over  pain. 

Not  only  the  quality  of  the  output,  hut  the  amount  of  the  finished  product 
shows  tenacity  of  purpose  conjoined  with  the  illuminating  element,  the  current 
carrying  energy  and  fire. 


REV.  JOHN  R.  GILL. 

Mr.  Gill  is  a native  of  Northumberland  county,  in  the  famous  Northern  Neck 
of  Virginia.  The  son  of  Zaccheus  R.  and  Nannie  L.  Gill,  of  that  county,  lie 
was  born  August  22,  1869.  Ilis  father  was  an  industrious  and  successful 
farmer,  who  was  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  and  improvement  of  his  sons, 
and  brought  them  up  to  habits  of  labor,  economy  and  thrift.  John  became  a 
Christian  and  joined  the  church  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  After  receiving  the 
schooling  within  his  reach  at  home,  he  became  impressed  with  his  duty  to  pre- 
pare himself  for  the  work  of  the  ministry  of  Christ,  and  for  this  purpose  set 
himself  to  lay  up  the  means  of  pursuing  a course  of  study  at  a higher  institution 
of  learning.  For  several  years  he  was  a student  at  Randolph-Macon  College, 
despite  of  hindrance  produced  by  weak  eyes,  which  have  continued  to  obstruct 
his  close  application  to  study.  Nevertheless,  few  men  have  more  pertinaciously 
studied,  even  when  he  had  to  be  read  to  in  order  to  acquire  the  knowledge  which 
his  defective  eyesight  could  not  bring  him. 

lie  was  received  into  the  Conference,  on  trial,  in  1892,  and  passed  success- 
fully his  probation  for  full  connection  and  Deacon’s  and  Elder’s  orders  in  1S94 
and  1896,  respectively.  Ilis  first  year’s  service  was  as  junior  preacher  (under 
John  W.  Nicholson,  P.  C.)  on  Accomac  Circuit;  next  he  was  sent  to  West  New 
Kent  in  charge  for  one  year ; afterwards  to  South  Chesterfield  for  three  years. 
In  all  these  places  he  was  diligent,  untiring,  indomitable;  a faithful  preacher, 
a discreet  administrator,  and  industrious  and  methodical  pastor.  In  South 
Chesterfield  he  was  the  main  agency  in  the  building  of  a good  parsonage  at 
Beach  Station,  F.  & P.  railroad.  It  is  not  saying  too  much  to  assert  that  proba- 
bly but  for  him  that  enterprise  would  not  have  been  brought  to  completion. 

This  is  his  third  year  on  Bloxom  Circuit,  in  Accomac  again,  where  he  labors 
once  more  in  the  midst  of  the  people  of  the  seashore  country,  among  whom  he 
found  a wife  in  his  first  year  (rather  a rash  proceeding , we  confess,  but  an  ex- 
cellent choice),  a fine  young  woman,  who  has  done,  and  will  all  his  life,  do  him 
nothing  hut  good  and  not  evil. 

Gill  is  tall,  with  a long  stride,  a look  of  courage  and  modest  determination, 
and  much  power  of  endurance  and  toil,  lie  brings  things  to  pass,  wins  the 
hearts  of  the  people  by  his  simplicity  and  sincerity,  and  pointing  the  road,  leads 
the  way  to  a holier  life  and  a better  world.  Many  scores  of  souls  have  been 
brought  to  Christ  under  his  ministry,  and  every  charge  he  has  had  has  improved. 
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REV.  ROBERT  TANKARD  W ATERFIELD. 

If  it  be  true  that  the  face  and  form  of  an  individual  are  the  first  things  which 
attract  or  repel,  then  the  subject  of  this  sketch  would  command  attention  and 
challenge  admiration  in  any  crowd.  His  features  are  strong,  clear-cut  and 
handsome,  and  his  form  is  symmetrical  and  finely  developed. 

Mr.  Waterfield  was  horn  near  Onancoek,  Ya.,  August  h,  1807.  He  is  the 
son  of  William  II.  and  Margaret  S.  Waterfield.  1 1 is  earliest  mental  training 
was  received  at  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county.  In  1SS7  he  entered  Ran- 
dolph-Macon  College,  where  he  prosecuted  his  studies  with  diligence  for  four 
years.  In  the  autumn  of  1880,  when  the  evidences  of  life’s  brevity  and  end  were 
visible  on  every  hand — when  the  leaves  began  to  fade  and  fall,  the  flowers  to 
wither  and  the  grass  to  perish,  his  thoughts  turned  seriously  and'earnestly  in  the 
direction  of  Nature’s  great  Architect,  the  Judge  of  all  the  Earth.  About  this 
time  he  attended  a protracted  meeting  at  Evergreen  church,  on  the  Pungo- 
teague  Circuit,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Leonidas  Rosser,  of  distinguished 
career  and  hallowed  memory.  Under  the  earnest,  eloquent  and  soul-stirring  ap- 
peals of  this  consecrated  servant  of  God  he  was  deeply  convicted  and  genuinely 
converted.  lie  immediately  united  with  Evergreen  church,  and  became  an 
active  and  useful  member. 

After  the  lapse  of  four  years  he  applied  to  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
charge  to  which  he  belonged  for  license  to  preach.  His  application  was  granted, 
and  for  some  time  he  exercised  his  gifts  in  the  local  ranks.  During  the  session 
of  the  school  he  went  to  the  Berlin  Circuit  to  assist  Rev.  ( ).  L.  Martin  during  the 
summer  months.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  again  entered  Randolph-Macon 
College  in  order  that  he  might  better  equip  himself  for  the  high  and  noble 
work  to  which  he  had  been  called.  In  September,  1892,  he  was  elected  principal 
of  Sanford  High  School,  in  Accomac  county,  but  resigned  in  December  to  take 
charge  of  Liberty-Street,  church,  South  Norfolk,  under  Rev.  J.  II.  Amiss,  the 
Presiding  Elder.  At  the  ensuing  Annual  Conference  he  was  received  on  trial 
into  the  traveling  connection  and  reappointed  to  Liberty- Street  church.  When 
lie  assumed  charge  of  this  appointment  the  church  was  destitute  of  membership 
and  furniture,  but  by  his  untiring  industry  and  zeal  he  soon  equipped  it  for  ser- 
vice and  recorded  upon  its  register  122  members. 

On  October  17,  1894,  he  Avas  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Fannie  Wilson  Han- 
ford, a young  lady  of  culture  and  high  Christian  character. 

At  the  Conference  of  that  year  he  was  sent  to  Bowling  Green  Circuit,  where 
he  remained  for  two  years.  In  1890  he  was  appointed  to  Owens  Memorial 
church,  Portsmouth,  where  he  is  now  completing  his  quadrennium.  11  is  labors 
there  have  been  crowned  with  phenomenal  success.  On  his  arrival  lie  found  the 
church  struggling  in  the  throes  of  cruel  debt.  An  injudicious  expenditure  of 
money  in  its  erection  and  equipment  had  entailed  upon  its  small  membership 
a burden  well-nigh  intolerable.  Hope  had  almost  expired,  activity  seemed  to 
be  paralyzed,  and  some  talked  as  if  the  church  would  have  to  be  sold.  The 
active,  energetic  and  enterprising  Waterfield  at  once  began  to  plan  and  toil  for 
the  amelioration  of  the  conditions  by  which  he  was  confronted.  The  verification 
of  the  Latin  maxim,  Furies  For  kin  a Jural,  was  soon  realized,  and  the  aspect 
of  affairs  assumed  a very  decided  change.  A considerable  amount  of  money, 
raised  from  various  sources,  was  applied  to  the  debt,  reducing  it  to  an  amount 
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which  can  he  easily  carried.  The  membership  of  the  church  has  been  greatly 
increased,  and  all  of  its  departments  give  evidence  of  unparalleled  success. 

As  a preacher,  Mr.  Waterfield  is  clear,  logical  and  frequently  ornate.  He 
possesses  a voice  of  marvellous  compass  and  sweetness.  It  enables  him  to  ex- 
press with  remarkable  precision  and  effectiveness  the  different  shades  of  thought 
and  feeling  which  occupy  his  mind  and  heart. 

As  a pastor,  he  is  diligent,  systematic,  and  indefatigable.  No  man  can  accuse 
him  of  partiality  or  discrimination.  ITe  visits  the  humble  dwellings  of  the 
poor  as  well  as  the  elegant  mansions  of  the  rich.  Tie  does  not  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  pastorate  simply  because  they  are  expected  or  required.  He  es- 
teems it  a privilege  to  instruct,  exhort,  counsel,  if  need  be  rebuke,  and,  above  all, 
to  pursuade  men  to  lead  holy,  blameless  lives. 

Mr.  Waterfield  is  a man  of  genial  and  generous  disposition,  cordial  manners 
and  refined  sensibilities.  Nature  has  endowed  him  with  superior  mental  facul- 
ties which  have  been  cultivated  with  assiduity  and  care.  lie  is  steadfast  in  his 
principles,  firm  in  his  convictions,  and  fearless  and  eloquent  in  his  defense  of 
the  right.  He  knows  full  well  that  the  genius  of  success  is  the  genius  of  toil, 
lie  has  the  ability  not  merely  to  plan,  but  to  execute.  In  a word,  he  possesses 
all  of  the  elements  which  guarantee  a career  of  usefulness  and  success. 


REV.  RO  BERT  SPENCER  B AUG  HAN. 

He  is  the  son  of  W.  L.  and  Mary  M.  Baughan,  and  was  born  in  Cumberland 
county,  Ya.,  December  15,  1804.  The  first  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  at- 
tending the  public  schools  of  his  native  county  and  in  working  upon  the  farm 
— an  ideal  life  for  developing  character,  and  the  one  in  which  the  major  part 
of  the  men  who  make  and  sustain  nations  are  reared. 

In  February,  1883,  young  Baughan  went  to  Lynchburg,  Va.,  where  he  was 
employed  in  mercantile  pursuits  for  more  than  five  years.  Although  the  Spirit 
of  God  had  very  early  in  life  made  impressions  upon  his  mind  and  heart,  and 
striven  with  him  for  the  mastery,  he  did  not  make  the  full  and  final  surrender 
of  his  will  until  the  year  1884,  during  a meeting  conducted  by  our  lamented 
Dr.  George  C.  Vanderslice  at  Centenary  church,  Lynchburg,  of  which  he  was 
at  that  time  pastor.  In  May  of  that  year  Mr.  Baughan  united  with  Court 
Street  Methodist  church,  and  at  once  took  and  maintained,  with  scrupulous 
fidelity,  a high  stand  as  a consecrated,  active  and  zealous  worker  for  God.  lie 
was  always  in  his  place  at  all  the  services  of  the  church,  and  was  an  active  parti- 
cipant in  the  prayer-meetings,  the  class-meetings  and  in  the  Sunday-school.  He 
was  also  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 
of  the  city. 

In  1880  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  thought  that  it  was  the  will  of  God 
that  he  should  preach  the  Gospel.  He  determined  that  he  would  not  be  dis- 
obedient unto  the  heavenly  vision,  but  his  circumstances  were  such  that  he  could 
not  enter  college  to  prepare  for  his  life  work  until  September,  18SS.  Five  years 
of  faithful  toil  as  a student  were  spent  at  Randolph-Macon.  lie  would  have 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  June,  1893,  except  for  the  fact  that 
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the  severe  strain  of  student  life  had  so  impaired  his  health  that  he  was  unable 
to  stand  the  final  examination  on  all  his  subjects. 

Immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  college  session  of  this  year  he  went  to  Nor- 
folk, where  he  had  been  employed  by  the  Presiding  Elder,  Rev.  J.  H.  Amiss, 
to  take  charge  of  and  organize  a new  work  under  the  name  of  Trinity  church. 
He  began  with  nineteen  members,  but  his  labors  were  blessed  with  a gracious 
revival  of  three  weeks’  duration,  and  eiglity-two  names  were  reported  to  Confer- 
ence as  members  of  the  Church. 

In  November,  1893,  Mr.  Baughan  was  admitted  on  trial  into  the  traveling 
connection  of  the  Virginia  Conference  at  the  session  held  that  year  in  Dan- 
ville, and  was  returned  to  Trinity,  Norfolk.  This  year  there  were  seventy- 
eight  additions  and  one  hundred  and  forty  members  reported  to  Conference, 
lie  had  by  this  time  demonstrated  his  ability  for  organizing  new  work,  and  was 
sent  in  1894  to  Hampton  to  take  charge  of  West  End  church  as  its  first  pastor, 
where  he  wrought  nobly  for  God  and  the  people.  The  next  year  he  was  sent 
to  Benn’s  Circuit,  and  here  he  remained  for  three  years. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  1896,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Onie  Portlock  Wilson, 
youngest  child  of  Rev.  E.  P.  Wilson,  for  many  years  an  honored  member  of  the 
Virginia  Conference.  She  is  by  birth,  training  and  character  eminently  fitted 
to  be  a helpmeet,  indeed,  to  a minister  of  the  Gospel. 

In  November,  1898,  he  was  assigned  to  Burkeville  Circuit,  and  during  the 
two  years  spent  there  he  built  and  nearly  paid  for  one  of  the  best  parsonages 
in  the  Conference  outside  of  our  cities.  Of  themselves  the  people  were  not  able 
to  build  and  pay  for  a home  for  their  preacher;  and  the  pastor,  by  personal 
effort  and  solicitation,  secured  several  hundred  dollars  in  cash  and  material 
from  Methodist  friends  outside  of  his  charge.  Under  his  direction  one  of  the 
churches  of  the  circuit  that  was  worn  out  with  age,  was  practically  made  new, 
the  architecture  being  modern  in  style  and  conducive  to  the  true  spirit  of  wor- 
ship. But  during  this  pastorate  a great  shadow  fell  over  the  preacher’s  home. 
God  loaned  the  father  and  mother  a lovely  boy,  Robert  Wilson,  and  at  the  end 
of  two  years  took  him  back  to  Himself.  Another  son  has  come  to  bless  and 
soothe  their  aching  hearts,  and  His  grace  is  sufficient. 

Mr.  Baughan  is  now  serving  his  first  year  on  the  North  Mecklenburg  charge, 
with  encouraging  prospects. 

Mr.  Baughan  strives  to  live  close  to  the  Master.  His  highest  ambition  is  to 
know  God  and  Jesus  Christ,  His  Son,  and  to  lead  others  into  the  enjoyment  of 
the  same  blessed  fellowship. 

In  his  preaching  there  is  nothing  sensational.  He  earnestly  seeks  to  attain 
naturalness  and  simplicity  of  manner.  He  has  no  theories  other  than  the 
great  truths  of  the  Gospel,  and  his  great  delight  is  to  open  to  his  hearers  the 
plain  teaching  of  the  Word  of  God.  His  prepared  method  of  preaching  is  the 
expositional.  lie  delivers  his  message  with  great  earnestness  and  sincerity. 

Not  overbearing  in  spirit,  nor  denunciatory  in  preaching,  he  has  much  of 
that  gentleness  that  is  so  beautiful  a Christian  trait,  and  yet  no  man  is  more 
true  to  his  convictions  or  more  ready  to  speak  the  truth  in  love. 

In  his  pastoral  work  he  is  conscientious  and  faithful,  and  all  the  interests  of 
the  Church  receive  careful  attention  at  his  hands.  He  is  a workman  that 
needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  and  God  is  crowning  his  labors  with  success. 
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REV.  M.  S.  COLONIST  A,  JR.,  A.  B.,  B.  D. 

Mr.  Colonna  came  of  good  Methodist  stock.  He  was  born  June  6,  1871,  in 
Hertford,  N.  C.,  at  the  home  of  his  parents,  Rev.  M.  S.  Colonna  and  Adona  J. 
Colonna.  Born  in  the  home  of  a Methodist  preacher,  reared  under  Methodist 
influences,  and  educated  at  a Methodist  college,  it  is  not  remarkable  that  he 
himself  should  have  become  a Methodist  of  sterling  type,  and  that,  when 
called  of  God  to  enter  the  ministry,  he  should  have  cast  his  lot  with  the  Metho- 
dist itinerants. 

After  several  years  in  preparatory  schools,  Mr.  Colonna  entered  Randolph- 
Macon  College.  Here  he  immediately  took  high  rank  as  an  earnest  and  intelli- 
gent student,  and  this  standard  he  maintained  throughout  his  .course.  In  1891 
he  graduated  with  the  A.  B.  degree.  For  a short  while  he  taught  in  Hertford, 
N.  C.,  but,  having  been  soundly  converted  and  having  experienced  a definite 
call  to  the  ministry,  he  dedicated  himself  to  the  glorious  work  of  preaching  the 
Gospel.  In  order  to  more  thoroughly  fit  himself  for  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
in  the  fall  of  1892  he  matriculated  in  the  Theological  Seminary  of  Vanderbilt 
University.  The  earnestness  and  fidelity  which  had  marked  his  college  course 
were  apparent  at  Vanderbilt.  Ilis  accurate  scholarship  and  well-trained  mind 
caused  him  to  be  regarded  by  both  faculty  and  student  body  as  one  of  the  most 
mature  and  thoughtful  men  in  the  Seminary.  He  graduated  with  great  distinc- 
tion and  with  the  degree  of  B.  I).  in  1895. 

Mr.  Colonna  was  received  into  the  Virginia  Conference  on  trial  in  1894,  was 
received  into  full  connection  and  ordained  deacon  in  1896,  and  became  an  elder 
in  1898.  His  first  appointment  was  to  Richmond  Circuit,  where  he  remained 
two  years.  Thence  he  was  transferred  to  Chestnut  Avenue,  Newport  News, 
where  he  closed  the  third  year  of  his  pastorate  in  November,  1900.  His  work 
there  has  been  attended  with  marked  success,  resulting  in  the  developmnt  of  the 
work  from  a mission  chapel,  with  no  organization,  to  a self-sustaining  church 
with  a strong  membership,  a perfected  organization,  and  a hopeful  future. 

Mr.  Colonna  ranks  as  one  of  the  most  promising  of  the  younger  members 
of  the  Conference.  There  are  few  better  equipped  in  mind  and  soul  than  he. 
lie  is  a man  of  one  purpose — thoroughly  consecrated  to  the  great  work  of 
preaching  the  Gospel.  One  who  knows  his  heart  has  said:  “lie  seeks  not  place, 
nor  prominence,  nor  popularity,  but  only  a people  to  whom  he  may  minister 
of  the  things  of  God.”  His  sermons  are  well  wrought,  being  the  product  of  a 
mature  and  logical  mind,  a clear  and  certain  faith,  and  a desire  to  serve  and 
save  men.  He  is  absolutely  free  from  secularism  and  sensationalism,  but  con- 
structs his  sermons  from  the  truth  as  taught  in  God’s  Word.  His  attitude 
towards  the  Bible  is  one  of  reverent  inquiry,  seeking  to  know  the  results  of 
modern  criticism,  but  unshaken  in  his  faith  in  the  divine  inspiration  of  the 
Scriptures.  In  addition  to  his  ability  as  a preacher,  he  is  a faithful  pastor,  a 
good  organizer,  and  especially  gifted  in  working  among  young  men  and  young 
women. 

Mr.  Colonna  was  married,  on  June  6,  1900,  to  Miss  Mattie  S.  Gayle,  of  New- 
port News,  Va.,  a member  of  his  church,  whose  sympathetic  co-operation  in  all 
his  work  renders  him  better  fitted  than  ever  for  a career  of  great  usefulness  to 
God  and  the  Church.  At  the  Conference  of  1900  he  was  assigned  to  Cabell 
Street  church,  Lynchburg,  where  lie  will  give  a good  account  of  himself. 
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REV.  GEORGE  WESLEY  JONES. 

He  is  of  the  itinerant  clan,  for  his  father  is  of  the  Bedouins — the  Circuit 
Knights — Rev.  Albert  A.  Jones,  of  our  Conference.  George  counts  his  years 
from  May  2,  1871.  Petersburg  is  his  native  city.  J 1 is  education  was  gained 
from  the  Academy  at  Bedford,  the  College  at  Ashland  and  from  Princeton,  a 
Presbyterian  school  in  New  Jersey.  Air.  Jones  doesn’t  seem  to  have  been  soaked 
in  “tan-vats”  of  Bishop  Ilaygood’s  merry  mention  at  Charlottesville.  If  so,  he 
came  out  genuine  “vici  kid,”  and  not  a “Jersey”  calfskin. 

Whether  from  school  at  the  base  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  or  from  the  lecture-rooms 
hard  by  “the  slashes  of  Hanover,”  or  the  Calvinistic  college  beyond  the  Potomac, 
who  can  say?  But,  at  any  rate,  the  finished  product  is  a best  article  of  the 
pedagogic  skill.  Jones  is  bright  as  a new  pin — a pin  with  a head  on  it  and  a 
piercing  point.  The  cleverness  behind  the  brow  shows  itself  in  a couple  of  dark- 
gray  eyes — perfect  optical  orbs.  They  seem  to  swim  in  sockets  of  liquid  light. 
They  have  a certain  sheen,  the  genial  outflow  of  a true  interest  in  men,  that  plays 
over  his  well-moulded  countenance. 

He  has  gifts  for  his  vocation.  He  sings,  not  with  the  baritone  and  leonine 
notes  of  Crawley,  not  the  witching  melody  of  Bledsoe;  yet  there  is  a sweetness 
of  tone  that  finds  welcome  by  the  ear.  He  is  a student,  but  not  a slave  of  books. 
The  briefest  notes,  mere  key  words,  are  all  the  manuscript  he  carries  in  the 
pulpit.  His  voice  is  not  too  fat  for  its  flight,  like  the  flutter  and  fall  of  a sora. 
It  is  swift  and  sure,  reaching  the  rim  of  the  circle  of  listeners.  But  best  of  all, 
Air.  Jones  has  “the  root  of  the  matter”  in  him.  lie  has  a thorough  consecration. 
There  is  no  posturing  as  a devotee,  no  claim  to  cherubic  excellence  nor  angelic 
clarification  of  the  human  dust;  but  a plain,  practical  common  sense  purpose  to 
“w:  dk  as  He  walked.”  This  is  an  age  without  patience  for  the  verbosity  of 
vehement  virtue.  It  is  the  even  tenor  of  a seasoned  and  certain  loyalty  to  Jesus 
that  tells.  Air.  Jones  is  on  Afonday  just  as  firm  in  fealty  to  the  colors  of  the 
Christ  as  on  the  Lord’s  Day.  “Aly  heart  is  fixed.”  The  Church  can  count  on 
this  genial,  genuine,  gracious  gentleman  as  true  to  its  interest,  always,  every- 
where. While  these  pages  are  passing  through  flic  press,  God  is  descending  in 
Pentecostal  power  upon  the  people  Air.  Jones  is  ministering  to.  And  no  man 
craves  this  sort  of  honor  more  than  this  “lad  with  the  loaves,”  which  the  Lord 
makes  more  and  more  feeding  the  hungry  people.  The  ambition  of  this  cul- 
tivated and  clear  man  is  limited  rather  to  a chapel,  not  “a  first  church,”  but  a 
Bethel,  though  it  be  but  a “stone,”  so  there  is  a gradient  of  glory,  the  avenue  of 
the  angels,  ascending  and  descending  with  the  bulletins  of  gladness  evoking  “joy 
in  Heaven.” 

His  first  charge  was  Woodville  Circuit,  in  Piedmont  Virginia  (he  was  ad- 
mitted in  1893),  where  there  were  eighty  accessions.  He  has  since  served 
Drummondtown  Station,  Culpeper  Station,  Cape  Charles  City,  and  is  now  in 
his  second  year  at  Trinity,  Norfolk,  where  nearly  a hundred  souls  have  been 
brought  into  the  new  life.  He  was  married  December  the  8th,  1890,  to  Miss 
Nora  N.  Grant,  oldest  daughter  of  John  I).  Grant,  Ksq.,  Clerk  of  Aeeomac  Cir- 
cuit Court. 
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EEV.  FEED.  GEAHAM  DAVIS. 

Mr.  Davis  was  born  and  reared  in  the  city  of  Cambridge,  Dorchester  county, 
Md. ; was  a member  of  Grace  M.  E.  Church,  South,  in  that  city.  October  22, 
1894,  he  was  granted  license  to  preach  by  the  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of 
Grace  church,  and  was  recommended  to  the  Annual  Conference  for  admission 
on  trial.  He  was  admitted  on  trial  in  November  of  the  same  year  and  sent  to 
Berlin,  on  the  Eastern  Shore  District,  where  he  did  his  first  preaching. 

In  1890  he  was  ordained  a deacon,  and  received  elder’s  orders  in  1898.  He 
is  pastor  of  King  and  Queen  Circuit. 

In  person  Brother  Davis  is  about  six  feet  in  height  and  weighs  from  105 
to  170  pounds.  In  disposition  he  is  one  of  the  few  who  appear  to  dwell  con- 
tinually in  the  sunshine  of  life  and  whose  mother  wit  and  original  preaching 
win  the  hearts  of  both  sinners  and  saints. 

He  has  a strong,  clear  baritone  voice,  and  the  power  to  present  the  old  truths 
in  a new  and  attractive  way  which  has  made  him  not  only  a successful,  but  an 
acceptable  preacher  to  the  charges  he  has  served. 


EEV.  JOHN  WALKEH  PAEEISH. 

Mr.  Parrish  was  born  in  Augusta  county,  Va.,  January  15,  1850.  His  par- 
ents’ names  were  Henry  A.  and  Sarah  C.  Parrish.  His  father,  a Methodist 
steward  and  class-leader,  dying  in  May,  1856,  his  mother  removed  to  Fluvanna 
county  with  her  five  fatherless  children.  She  was  a woman  of  great  decision 
of  character  and  of  deep  piety  ; brought  up  her  family  in  “the  nurture  and  ad- 
monition of  the  Lord,”  and  lived  for  many  years  to  see  John  a faithful  and  suc- 
cessful preacher.  IIow  much  he  owed  to  this  godly,  praying  mother  none  can 
estimate. 

From  earliest  childhood  he  “wanted  to  be  good”  and  “to  be  a preacher.” 
In  1864,  in  the  month  of  August,  under  Eev.  W.  L Hunter’s  ministry,  at  Pal- 
myra, Va.,  he  was  happily  converted,  his  pious  mother  being  the  chief  instru- 
ment of  his  conversion. 

His  call  to  the  ministry  followed  shortly  afterwards,  and  a long  struggle  en- 
sued. After  eighteen  months  he  took  counsel  with  friends  beginning  to  feel 
the  pressure  felt  by  Paul,  “Woe  is  unto  me,”  etc.  It  was  not  till  August,  1869, 
that  he  fully  surrendered  to  the  Divine  summons,  and  the  following  January  he 
entered  Mountain  View  Academy,  Palmyra,  Va.,  to  improve  his  education  and 
prepare  for  the  fulfillment  of  bis  vocation.  To  (his  purpose  as  much  time  was 
given  as  he  was  able,  two  years  consecutively  being  employed  at  Mountain  View 
under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  James  O.  Shepherd.  In  October,  1871,  he  had  been 
licensed  to  preach  by  the  Quarterly  Oonfcrencc  of  Fluvanna  Circuit,  held 
by  the  Eev.  Jacob  Manning,  Presiding  Elder,  and  a year  later  was  employed 
by  Eev.  II.  B.  Cowles,  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Lynchburg  District,  as  a supply 
on  what  W'as  then  denominated  Amlierst  Mission,  now  part  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant 
Circuit.  He  remained  in  charge  of  this  field  three  years,  building  two  new 
churches  and  developing  and  establishing  our  work  there  permanently.  He  was 
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truly  the  apostle  of  the  “Coffey  settlement,”  being  the  instrument  under  God  of 
the  salvation  of  that  secluded  community,  since  a good  appointment  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  Circuit  and  from  which  has  come  a missionary,  Miss  Ella  Coffey,  now 
in  China. 

From  1875  to  1881  he  cultivated  a farm  and  taught  school,  preaching  on  the 
Sabbath  and  working  for  his  Master  as  he  found  occasion.  In  the  latter  year 
began  his  constant  work  as  a local  supply,  an  itinerant  in  reality,  though  not  in 
name,  living  on  the  work  and  giving  himself  wholly  to  it,  under  appointment 
from  Conference,  extending  to  his  reception  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Confer- 
ence at  the  session  of  1894.  In  this  capacity  he  served  Glenmore  Mission 
three  years,  West  Buckingham  three,  West  Bedford  six  years  (at  two  different 
times)  and  North  Bedford  one — in  all  thirteen  years. 

Hir  ordination  (as  deacon  1875  and  elder  1884)  occurred  while  he  was  in  the 
local  ranks.  Entering  the  regular  Avork  as  an  itinerant  in  1894,  he  Avas  ap- 
pointed to  Concord  Circuit;  in  1898  to  West  Campbell;  1900-’01,  to  Meck- 
lenburg. 

He  is  a man  of  solid  parts  and  serious,  earnest  disposition,  a good  preacher, 
a diligent,  systematic,  faithful  pastor.  Nothing  passes  through  his  hands  with- 
out  fidelity.  lie  has  strong  common-sense,  sound  piety,  thorough  consecration 
to  the  Avork  of  God.  He  is  a good  organizer  and  disciplinarian,  prudent,  quiet, 
conservative,  zealous,  Avitli  no  leanings  to  fanaticism  or  enthusiasm.  His  busi- 
ness talent  is  good;  he  is  affable,  and  has  an  eye  to  the  best  interests  of  his  people 
of  all  classes. 

lie  Avas  married  in  December,  1887,  to  Miss  Mildred  Tucker,  of  Amherst, 
daughter  of  John  S.  Tucker,  deceased,  long  one  of  our  most  faithful  men  of  that 
section.  She  is  a helpmeet  indeed,  and  takes  much  interest  in  her  husband’s 
charges. 

Brother  Parrish  has  had  great  success  in  calling  sinners  to  repentance.  In 
the  day  of  eternity  many  Avill  rise  up  to  call  him  blessed. 


REV.  THOMAS  E.  JOHNSON. 

Mr.  Johnson’s  parents  were  John  and  Sarah  Johnson.  Portsmouth,  Va.,  Avas 
his  birthplace.  His  natal  day,  June  30,  1871.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  Avas 
converted  and  joined  Wright-Memorial  church,  in  that  city.  Impressed  Avitli 
a divine  call  to  the  ministry,  he  sought  better  preparation,  and  attended  Taylor 
University,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  spending  several  sessions. 

In  1894  he  was  received  on  trial.  His  first  charge  was  Port  Royal  Mission, 
Avhere  he  married  Miss  Ida  St.  Clair  Small,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  P.  1).  Small, 
of  Richmond.  In  1895,  as  a deacon,  he  Avas  selected  for  Middle  Bedford  Cir- 
cuit, serving  two  years.  In  1897  he  Avas  appointed  to  Goochland  Circuit.  He 
is  iioav  serving  his  fourth  year.  lie  avrs  ordained  elder  in  1900. 

As  a preacher  he  is  a close  student,  a deep  thinker,  and  a fluent  speaker, 
being  Avell  versed  in  the  Scriptures  and  profoundly  read  in  Methodist  theology. 

lie  is  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  build  up  his  churches,  while  esteemed  and 
loved  by  all  who  knoAV  him. 
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REV.  EUGENE  J.  POTTS. 

Mr.  Potts  is  the  son  of  the  patriarchal  and  scholarly  Joseph  E.  Potts,  of  our 
Conference,  lie  took  his  first  assignment  to  Gloucester  Circuit  in  1804  as 
junior,  continuing  for  four  years;  then  New  Kent  and  Seven  Pines,  where  he 
now  serves.  Mr.  Potts’  college  training  was  at  Emory  and  Henry,  in  Southwest 
Virginia. 

There  would  indeed  he  what  the  miners  call  a “balk”  if  he  was  not  endowed 
with  cleverness,  for  the  House  of  Potts  seems  to  have  a rich  lode  of  choice  ore 
in  its  veins — mother  wit.  Mr.  E.  J.  P.  is  not  the  exception.  The  reports  con- 
cerning his  pastorates  bear  witness  to  his  devotion  to  his  high  calling  and  to  the 
cleverness  of  his  mind.  lie  has  been  diligent  in  adding  to  his  resources.  His 
capital  grows.  He  utilizes  the  material.  It  is  clear  enough  that  he  is  destined 
to  take  rank  as  a person  of  varied  information  and  literary  finish.  There  is  a 
current  of  subtle  humor  that  rises  to  the  surface  in  sparkling  globules  of  iri- 
descent and  merry  outbursts.  This  is  the  surest  sign  of  a wholesome  nature. 
It  refreshes  itself.  No  fanatic  ever  enjoyed  a clever  skit  with  pen  or  voice.  An 
honest  laugh  purges  the  bad  humors  out  of  the  soul.  As  the  wise  man  hath  it — 
‘fit  doetli  good  like  a medicine.” 

Mr.  Potts  is  equipped  for  a rational,  temperate,  sound  and  successful  career. 


REV.  JOHN  T.  PAYNE. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  a son  of  Thomas  E.  Payne  and  Louisa  J.  Stiff, 
and  was  born  in  Richmond  county,  Virginia,  in  August,  1851.  From  his 
earliest  recollection  he  had  “steadfast  faith  in  Christ  as  his  Saviour”  and  in 
being  called  to  preach  the  Gospel.  At  thirteen  he  made  a public  profession  of 
religion  and  united  with  God’s  people  at  Union,  King  George  county.  When 
fifteen  years  of  age  he  started  with  his  uncle,  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Payne,  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  as  a missionary  to  Africa.  On  reaching  Philadelphia,  how- 
ever, he  was  advised  by  his  physician  not  to  undertake  the  trip,  as  the  climate 
of  Africa  would  be  too  trying  to  his  constitution. 

lie  then  entered  the  Episcopal  High  School,  near  Alexandria,  Virginia, 
where  he  was  chiefly  educated.  When  eighteen  he  became  greatly  troubled  on 
the  subject  of  “election,”  abandoned  the  idea  of  preaching,  and  began  to  teach 
and  to  study  law.  Under  Professor  Minor,  at  the  University  of  Virginia,  he 
completed  the  law  course.  For  several  years  be  practiced  his  profession  under 
the  abiding  conviction,  “I  must  preach  or  be  lost.”  In  1879,  unable  longer  to 
stifle  the  voice  of  conscience,  he  was  licensed  a local  preacher.  In  1883  lie  was 
ordained  by  Bishop  Kavanaugh,  and  sent  as  a supply  to  Spottsylvania  Gfircuit. 
At  the  session  of  1884  he  was  admitted  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference  ami 
sent  back  to  Spottsvl vania  Circuit,  where  lie  remained  three  years;  in  1887  was 
sent  to  King  and  Queen  Circuit;  in  1888  was,  by  Bishop  Granbery,  in  Ports- 
mouth, ordained  Elder,  and  returned  to  King  and  Queen  Circuit,  lie  has  con 
ducted  the  college  for  young  ladies  at  Bowling  Green;  also  the  one  at  Gonhms- 
ville. 
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Through  all  these  years  he  has  wrought  well  for  the  good  cause.  He  has  re- 
entered the  pastorate,  and  conducts  Methodist  interests  on  Bedford  Springs. 
Singularly  pure  in  spirit,  devout  in  life,  earnest  and  faithful,  no  better  laborer 
toils  in  the  Master’s  vineyard. 


REV.  LLOYD  TANKARD  WILLIAMS. 

As  certainly  as  Samuel  was  sent  to  the  hidden  David,  so  certainly  the  pastor 
sent  to  a new  charge  may  sometimes  be  commissioned  to  discover  and  announce 
some  hidden,  waiting,  coming  man  and  minister.  Some  members  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference -can  look  back  to  a thrilling  hour  when  the’  strange  heart- 
stirrings,  the  hitherto  half-heard  voices  and  callings,  first  took  definite  meanings 
and  purpose  as  each  stood  before  some  lesser  Samuel,  to  whom  had  come  the 
designation  of  the  Spirit,  “This  is  he  !”  It  was  the  solemn  hour  of  a real  anoint- 
ing, the  outward  echo  of  a wonderful  “Follow  Me!”  that  henceforth  inspired 
the  cry  of  the  answering  heart,  “Woe  unto  me,  if  1 preach  not  the  Gospel !” 

Both  concealed  in  the  local  obscurity  of  the  remotest  church  on  the  old  Pun- 
goteague  Circuit,  a new  pastor  found  two  young  men,  or  youths.  Without 
word  or  hint  from  them  or  from  any  human  being,  the  pastor  became  weighted 
with  the  deepest  conviction  that  God  desired  these  young  men  to  go  forth  as 
preachers  of  His  Word.  Conversing  with  them  separately,  he  was  not  sur- 
prised to  learn  that  each  had  recurringly  felt  to  clearest  consciousness  the  di- 
vine impulse  and  leadings  in  this  direction,  but  hitherto  they  had  concealed  from 
each  other,  and  indeed  from  all  others,  these  sacred  thoughts  and  feelings.  Each 
immediately  commenced  to  arrange  his  affairs  so  as  to  enter  upon  his  prepara- 
tory work.  Both  entered  Randolph-Macou  College,  and  in  due  time  they  were 
received  into  the  Virginia  Conference,  where  they  have  since  furnished  abundant 
proofs  of  their  Divine  call  to  the  ministry.  One  of  these  young  men  was  Lloyd 
Tankard  Williams.  lie  was  born  in  1808  near  Ilarborton,  in  Accomac  county, 
Va.  His  education  was  received  from  schools  in  his  native  county  and  from 
Randolph-Macon  College. 

Mr.  Williams  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Pungo- 
teague  Circuit  in  1890.  During  the  latter  half  of  the  Conference  year  of 
1892-’93  he  was  in  charge  of  the  Cobb’s  Island  Mission.  In  December,  1893, 
he  was  engaged  by  the  Rev.  J.  Powell  Garland,  D.  I).,  to  supply  Trinity,  Lynch- 
burg, for  that  Conference  year. 

In  November,  1894,  he  was  received  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference 
and  returned  to  Trinity.  lie  was  again  returned  to  Trinity  by  the  Conference 
of  November,  1895.  At  the  Conference  of  1896  he  was  appointed  to  Wheal- 
ton,  Lancaster  county,  Va.  In  November,  1897,  he  was  sent  to  Trinity,  Nor- 
folk, where  he  remained  two  years.  At  the  Conference  of  1899  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  Cabell  Street  church,  Lynchburg;  1900-’01,  South  of  Dan. 

None  but  the  good  (not  the  “brave”)  deserve  the  fair,  and  the  best  deserve 
the  fairest.  In  the  highest,  best  sense  Mr.  Williams  has  been  “good”  from  child- 
hood. Every  one  that  ever  knew  him  as  a boy  or  a man  will  tell  you  this.  This 
may  explain  why,  since  Adam,  no  one  ever  mated  more  wisely,  more  happily 
than  he,  when  on  January  28,  1897,  lie  was  married  in  Lynchburg,  Va., 
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to  Miss  Urania  Virginia  Moon,  of  Campbell  county,  Va.  A tribute  to  bis 
sound  judgment  was  this  bappy  “selection  of  the  fittest,”  as  well  as  a tribute 
to  the  winning  charms  of  noblest  womanhood,  embodied  graciously  in  the  beau- 
tiful girl  that  became  his  bride.  No  home  holds  a helpmeet  superior  to  the 
fair,  gentle,  sweet-spirited  mistress  of  the  manse  at  the  parsonage,  South  of  Dan. 
Mr.  Williams  is  as  gentle,  tender,  sweet-spirited  as  his  companion.  I [is  good- 
ness impresses  you,  perhaps  more  than  anything  else,  even  when  he  is  chaining 
your  attention  by  other  qualities.  He  early  professed  conversion  and  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  he  has  lived  his  religion  ever  since. 
Meek,  unassuming,  deliberate,  you  would  not  imagine  that  by  nature  he  is 
quick,  impulsive,  impetuous.  From  childhood  he  has  habituated  his  feelings, 
passions,  impulses  to  such  admirable  control  that  under  the  most  exciting  condi- 
tions he  is  cool,  calm,  deliberate,  and  fully  master  of  himself  and  the  occasion. 
You  would  be  deceived  into  thinking  that  this  was  natural  to  him,  but  he  could 
tell  you  that  it  is  “a  second  nature”  and  all  of  grace.  But  he  is  so  modest  and  self- 
effacing  that  his  equipoise  is  always  disturbed,  unbalanced  when  his  merits  are 
mentioned.  And  he  will  blush  like  a school  girl  when  he  reads  this  just  tribute, 
penned  by  one  who  has  known  him  almost  from  his  boyhood. 

“Lloyd”  has  mind  as  well  as  heart.  When  he  speaks,  whether  in  the  pulpit 
or  out  of  it,  you  are  compelled  to  listen.  lie  is  an  excellent  preacher  and  is 
steadily  improving.  He  is  studious  and  painstaking.  lie  will  never  attempt 
to  soar  by  meteoric  methods  and  flights.  He  will  steadily  grow  and  rise  as  the 
years  go  by  until  he  achieves  heights  and  places,  unattainable  to  those  who  be- 
gan their  ministry  brilliantly,  but  perhaps  depended  too  much  upon  that  bril- 
liancy for  future  prestige  and  advancement.  More  and  more  he  will  be  sought 
by  churches  requiring  in  one  man  the  combination  of  a good  man,  a good 
preacher,  a good  pastor,  and  a good  administrator  and  manager  of  Church 
affairs. 

/ 


REV.  ROBERT  L.  WINGFIELD. 

Mr.  Wingfield  is  of  the  house  of  the  Albemarle  Wingfields,  a Methodist  clan, 
noted  for  their  superior  citizenship  and  unwavering  loyalty  to  our  Church.  He  is 
great-nephew  to  Rev.  Jesse  Iv.  Powers,  as  genuine  an  apostle  as  ever  blessed  this 
continent,  for  he  was  a prince  with  God.  This  venerable  man,  by  his  own 
request,  has  his  sepulchre  at  the  crossing  of  roads  in  the  county  of  Chesterfield, 
where  he  preached  often  and  held  the  first  place  of  honor.  lie  had  laid  by  out 
of  his  meagre  “allowance”  (he  received  only  the  scant  stipend — the  crumbs 
from  tbe  table  of  a rich  church),  a dollar  or  so  annually  for  a stone  to  mark  the 
earth  where  his  mortal  part  rests  in  hope.  It  was  remarked  by  him  that  the 
marble  shaft  might  recall  the  warnings  he  had  given,  and  so,  though  being  dead, 
he  might  still  speak  for  Jesus  to  the  people.  And  so  it  came  to  pass. 

Certain  wayward  youths,  returning  one  night  under  a cloudless  sheen  of  the 
moon,  full-orbed,  from  a doggery  a mile  down  the  road,  and  when,  in  passing,  the 
snowy  column  arrested  their  attention.  They  drew  rein.  “It’s  a shame  this 
fellow  should  set  up  his  business  so  near  the  grave  of  this  good  man.”  They 
turned,  spurred  down  the  highway,  hailed  the  saloon-keeper  to  his  door;  and 
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the  quaking  sinner  was  given  but  brief  hours  to  decamp  from  the  neighborhood 
of  the  sacred  spot.  Hot  till  “the  books  are  opened”  can  be  told  the  influence 
for  good  wrought  by  this  lone  marble  monument,  standing  “like  prophet  hoary,” 
above  the  mute  yet  eloquent  dust  of  this  “Paul  the  Aged.” 

It  is  an  inspiration  to  have  kinship  to  Jesse  Powers.  This  writer  knew  him 
well.  There  was  in  one  county  two  notable  cases  where  the  prayers  of  this 
apostolic  man  arrested  the  skeleton  arm  with  its  fatal  shaft.  Powers  announced 
the  success  of  his  supplications  in  the  face  of  the  doctors  who  in  despair  were 
leaving  the  house  of  the  dying  patient.  They  confessed  with  awe  to  the  power  of 
the  man  of  God. 

Mr.  Wingfield  is  a native  of  Albemarle  county;  his  birthday,  April  3,  1864; 
his  parents,  It.  L.  and  A.  A.  Wingfield.  He  is  their  oldest  son,  bearing  the  exact 
name  of  his  father.  They  were  Methodists- — each  family. 

The  sense  of  sin  and  sorrow  for  transgressions  were  early  experiences.  lie, 
however,  was  not  converted  till  June,  1878,  under  the  preaching  of  Rev.  J.  W. 
Howell,  at  Mt.  Olivet,  in  Albemarle,  joining  the  church  during  the  revival. 

He  was  educated  at  the  High  School  at  Palmyra,  the  shiretown  of  Pluvanna, 
and  at  the  University  of  Virginia.  He  became  a local  preacher,  licensed  by 
ltev.  O.  Littleton,  in  the  spring  of  1891,  and  served  Burkeville  as  a supply.  In 
1894  he  came  into  the  Conference  on  trial,  receiving  Henry  Circuit  as  his 
charge.  He  served  that  work  four  years.  In  1896  he  was  received  into  full 
membership  of  the  Conference.  In  June  of  1897,  he  married  Miss  Linda  Far- 
ley, of  Amelia,  Va.  lie  is  serving  his  second  year  on  Goochland  Circuit. 

Mr.  Wingfield  has  staying  qualities.  “He  wears  well.”  There  is  no  thin 
veneer  of  taking  elements  that  rub  off,  but  he  is  a genuine  man  from  surface  to 
centre.  lie  makes  no  display.  There  is  no  glitter.  The  Church  soon  finds  out 
that  the  pastor  has  sterling  traits  that  never  tarnish.  As  might  be  predicted, 
Mr.  Wingfield  does  thorough  work.  He  builds  with  no  untempered  mortar.  The 
people  of  God  are  nourished.  There  are  converts.  He  is  vigilant  to  prevent 
evil  invading  the  flock  over  whom  he  is  placed  as  shepherd.  Men  confide  in  him. 

Mr.  Wingfield  is  symmetrical  in  build — a manly  form.  He  lias  an  intelligent, 
benignant,  winning  countenance.  His  carriage  comports  with  the  bearings 
native  to  a Virginia  gentleman,  with  gravity  of  face  when  in  repose,  genial 
withal  in  society,  never  loud  in  word  or  deed,  ever  mindful  of  his  high  calling. 
There  is  no  truer  loyalty  to  the  Lord  than  the  consecration  and  courage  of  con- 
victions that  animate  the  soul  of  Robert  L.  Wingfield. 


REV.  G.  E.  BOOKER  SMITH. 

George  Edward  Booker  Smith  comes  of  Methodist  stock.  A Virginian  and 
of  gentle  blood.  In  the  year  1871.  lie  was  horn  in  Cumberland  county.  Rev. 
W.  R.  Smithey’s  ministry  led  him  to  Christ.  Five  years  later  came  (he  call  to 
preach,  and  forthwith  the  Church  put  him  in  the  local  rank,  ft  was  live  years 
afterward  the  Virginia  Conference  received  him  on  trial  and  found  him  a 
success.  Only  the  memory  of  his  parents  is  the  heart’s  treasury  ot  infancy. 
Both  died  when  he  was  but  five  w ars  old,  and  at  Bis  mother’s  request  her  maiden 
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sister  took  the  care  of  George  Edward  and  two  brothers — one  older,  Dr.  J.  W. 
Smith,  of  West  Virginia;  one  younger,  William  M.  Smith,  Esq.,  of  the  Cumber- 
land Ear. 

William  James  and  Virginia  Morgan  Booker  Smith  are  with  God,  but  the 
piety  of  the  one  and  the  faith  and  love  of  the  other  find  expression  in  the  soul 
and  life  of  this  son,  who  preaches  the  Truth  to  men. 

Educational  advantages  did  not  thrust  themselves  upon  him  at  every  turn  in 
the  road.  He  made  them.  He  was  a student  at  Randolph-Macon  College  several 
years,  and  afterward  took  a special  course  of  Greek  and  Philosophy  at  Richmond 
College,  thus  eminently  fitting  him  for  the  work  of  his  calling.  Pedagogics  have 
not  tapped  the  flow  of  originality,  neither  cramped  expression  of  earnestness  in 
uttering  his  message.  Ilis  audience  never  grows  weary  under  his  speech.  When 
his  heart  is  afire  with  his  subject  he  leads  his  hearers  step  by  step  down  into  the 
well  where  Truth  is  found,  and  raises  them  to  the  surface  full  refreshed  to  meet 
the  temptations  and  trials  with  which  the  world  abounds. 

His  first  appointment  in  the  Conference  was  Wachapreague,  on  the  Eastern 
Shore  District.  He  put  in  four  years — the  time  limit.  An  up-to-date  church- 
building  was  dedicated,  free  from  debt,  and  bears  his  name ; two  hundred  in- 
crease lengthened  the  church  register,  and  the  entire  neighborhood  influenced 
toward  righteousness. 

To-day,  the  first  month  of  1901,  he  is  filling  a second  assignment  to  Ep- 
worth,  in  Richmond.  The  city  papers  speak  in  complimentary  terms  of  his  work 
here;  in  fact,  they  quote  extensively  from  his  sermons. 

If  in  the  Providence  of  God  his  life  is  spared,  Ave  expect  much  from  so  faith- 
ful and  sympathetic  a pastor  and  preacher. 


REV.  WILKINSON  LINWOOD  WARE. 


Mr.  Ware,  though  young  counting  years,  possesses  a record  Avorthy  of  imi- 
tation. Few  men  have  a character  so  pure,  noble  and  Christlike.  Courageous, 
sympathetic,  kind  and  gentle,  he  attracts  both  young  and  old  by  all  the  qualities 
that  constitute  genuine  Avorth  and  Christian  manhood.  He  has  no  superior 
among  the  meritorious  men  of  the  Methodist  ministry  as  a thoroughly  conse- 
crated young  man.  An  ideal  portrait  of  him  Avould  represent  a man  on  Avhose 
face  the  words,  “All  for  Christ,”  are  legibly  Avritten.  Like  Paul  of  old,  he 
seems  to  have  been  a chosen  vessel.  The  hand  of  God  Avas  upon  him,  turning 
his  feet  to  that  path  of  usefulness  AA'hich  he  has  followed  Avitli  fidelity  and  success. 

Mr.  Ware  Avas  the  third  son  of  Paulus  M.  and  Ellen  E.  Ware,  and  was  born 
in  Amherst  county,  Va.,  April  5,  1877.  He  has  parents  of  Avliom  he  is  justly 
proud.  Ilis  father  is  a steAvard  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his 
mother  is  one  of  the  brightest  of  Christian  Avomen. 

He  Avas  converted  at  the  age  of  seventeen  in  a meeting  held  by  that  aged  and 
saintly  diA'ine,  Rca\  Pitt  Woodruff.  He  must  have  receded  the  penteeostal 
blessing  immediately,  as  he  at  once  engaged  in  Church  work.  Ilis  prayers  Averc 
so  earnest  and  poAverful  his  associates  Avcre  amazed,  and  thought  surely  bis 
mouth  was  filled  with  utterances  from  on  high.  lie  joined  Ivy  Hill  Methodist 
church,  and  at  once  commenced  the  study  of  God’s  Word.  Soon  an  impression 
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of  the  Divine  vocation  fell  upon  him.  The  more  he  read  the  more  he  became  con- 
vinced that  God  was  calling  him  into  the  work  of  the  ministry.  As  soon  as  the 
conviction  took  full  possession  of  his  mind  his  heart  was  so  filled  with  joy  and 
peace  he  surrendered  his  life  to  do  whatever  the  Iloly  Spirit  directed.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen,  after  receiving  exliorter’s  license,  he  entered  Randolpli-Macon 
Academy  and  spent  two  years  there.  The  following  two  years  he  served  as 
local  preacher  and  teacher.  Then  he  entered  Randolpli-Macon  College,  leaving 
after  one  term  to  supply  Batesville  Circuit  as  junior  pastor.  In  1895  he 
was  admitted  to  Conference  and  sent  back  to  Batesville,  and  served  one  year. 
Then  to  Rockfish  Circuit,  where  he  gave  the  people  two  faithful  years’  service. 
Then  to  Whealton  Station,  Lancaster  county,  where  he  spent  two  years  in  suc- 
cessful work.  lie  is  (1900-’l)  on  West  Mathews  Circuit. 

He  was  happily  married  to  Miss  Daisy  Augustine  Marshall,  of  Westmoreland 
county,  Va.,  on.  October  19,  1897 — a lady  suitable  in  every  a-espect  for  an  itin- 
erant’s wife. 

Mr.  Ware  is  striking  in  personal  appearance.  Tall  and  slender;  dark,  wavy 
hair;  the  mild  expression  of  the  blue  eyes  and  the  smile  which  usually  lights  up 
the  countenance  are  not  easily  forgotten.  His  friends  are  numerous,  and 
he  writes  his  name  in  kindness,  love  and  mercy  on  their  hearts.  As  a preacher, 
he  is  clear,  earnest,  zealous  and  faithful.  He  loves  to  preach.  His  heart 
is  in  the  work.  He  preaches  to  save  souls,  and  is  tireless  in  his  labors.  He 
has  the  consolation  to  know  the  world  is  better  for  his  living  in  it.  He 
lives  for  something.  He  does  good,  and  will  leave  behind  him  a monument 
of  virtue  that  the  storms  of  time  can  never  destroy.  Behold  in  him  “an 
Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  there  is  no  guile.” 


REV.  LOUIS  OA'BE  SHEARER. 

Mr.  Shearer  was  born  in  Appomattox  county,  Va.,  July  17,  1808.  He  is 
descended  from  a long  line  of  staunch  Methodists,  being  the  fifth  son  of  James 
E.  and  Mary  J.  Shearer. 

He  was  converted  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  joined  the  Church  under 
the  ministry  of  Rev.  T.  J.  Taylor.  Erom  early  childhood  he  had  impres- 
sions of  a call  to  preach,  but  his  parents  not  being  able  to  give  him  a collegiate 
education,  and  feeling  that  he  was  unprepared  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
ministerial  office,  he  tried  to  stifle  his  convictions.  When  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  twenty  he  became  so  deeply  convinced  of  his  duty,  and  was  so  fully 
satisfied  in  regard  to  his  life’s  work,  that  he  began  to  prepare  himself  in  ear- 
nest to  carry  out  his  convictions  of  duty.  Accordingly  in  the  year  1890  he 
entered  Randolpli-Macon  College  as  a student,  where  he  spent  three  years  in 
the  prosecution  of  his  studies.  In  the  year  1891  he  was  licensed  to  preach 
at  a Quarterly  Conference  for  Appomattox  Circuit,  presided  over  by  Rev. 
J.  P.  Garland,  D.  D. 

After  leaving  college,  he  taught  school  for  two  years  in  order  to  repay  the 
money  he  had  been  compelled  to  borrow  for  his  education.  In  the  meantime, 
he  prosecuted  his  ministerial  studies  and  preached  as  opportunities  presented 
themselves. 
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He  was  received  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference  which  convened  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  in  November,  1895,  and  was  appointed  by  Bishop  Galloway 
to  West  Street  church,  Petersburg,  Va.,  where  lie  served  with  great  accepta- 
bility. At  the  next  session  of  the  Conference  he  was  sent  to  Trinity,  Lynch- 
burg, Va.  He  served  this  charge  for  two  years  till  1898,  when  he  received 
an  appointment  as  student  at  Randolph-Macon  College  in  order  that  lie  might 
more  fully  equip  himself  for  his  work.  While  thus  prosecuting  his  studies 
in  the  college  he  was  employed  by  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Richmond  Dis- 
trict, Rev.  A.  G.  Brown,  D.  D.,  to  take  charge  of  the  work  at  Hasker  Memo- 
rial church,  in  Richmond,  Va.  lie  served  two  years,  and  in  1900-’l  is  stationed 
at  West  Point. 

Mr.  Shearer  is  slender  in  physique,  of  a sanguinervous  temperament. 
His  face  wears  an  expression  of  cheerfulness  and  kindly  feeling.  His  greet- 
ing is  warm  and  cordial.  In  the  social  circle  his  manners  are- affable,  yet  dig- 
nified and  quiet.  His  nature  is  tender  and  sympathetic.  As  a friend,  he  is 
true  and  faithful.  He  is  a close  student,  and  prepares  his  sermons  with 
care.  His  preaching  is  sound,  clear  and  earnest,  lie  is  always  popular  in 
his  work,  and  wins  a large  number  of  strong  friends  wherever  he  is  called 
to  serve. 


REV.  HENRY  E.  B.  MARTIN. 

Perhaps  to  the  merely  casual  observer,  Bro.  Martin’s  most  striking  charac- 
teristics are  his  gentle  kindness  of  voice,  word  and  manner  and  his  scrupulous 
precision  in  every  act,  however  small.  To  one  who  has  the  good  fortune  to 
know  him  well  these  things  are  but  outward  evidences  of  deeper  and  even  more 
marked  traits  of  character.  A truly  spiritual-minded  man  is  Brother  Martin, 
a soul  of  great  natural  sweetness  and  purity,  developed  in  the  sunlight  of  holi- 
ness and  growing  purer  and  sweeter  with  the  years. 

In  the  pulpit  Bro.  Martin  is  characterized  as  a growing  preacher.  Every  ser- 
mon, prepared  with  the  utmost  care,  revised  and  re-written,  pruned  and  polished, 
is  a new  rung  of  the  ladder  attained,  lie  is  a good  student  and  possessed  of  a 
most  valuable  gift — a retentive  memory. 

The  careful  training  and  Christ! ike  example  of  his  parents,  James  Edward 
and  Caroline  Pierce  Martin,  the  son  rightly  counts  among  his  chief  blessings 
in  life.  Their  piety  and  fidelity  to  the  truth  are  recognized  by  all  who  have 
known  them.  On  the  night  of  his  son’s  birth,  February  16,  18G9,  the  father 
prayed  that  this  child  might  be  a leader  of  God’s  people,  and  then  with  scrip- 
tural faith  the  parents  began  to  prepare  for  the  expected  answer.  Bro.  Martin 
says,  “I  do  not  remember  the  time  when  rny  godly  mother  did  not  take  me  to 
some  quiet  room  and  teach  me  to  pray.”  And  again,  ‘‘The  Scriptures  were 
placed  in  my  hands  first  among  gift-books,  and  long  before  the  alphabet  claimed 
my  attention  my  first  lessons  were  given  me  by  mother  f rom  God’s  Word.” 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  son  of  such  parents  should  have  been  converted 
at  the  early  age  of  eleven.  This  renewing  of  his  heart,  clearly  marked  bv  the 
testimony  of  the  Divine  witness,  took  place  on  the  25th  of  July,  1880,  at  Beth- 
lehem Methodist  church,  in  his  native  county,  Appomattox,  during  a meeting 
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conducted  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Travis  J.  Taylor,  assisted  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Carroll. 
With  this  church  lie  soon  afterward  united.  Immediately  he  felt  called  to  take 
up  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  this  call  grew  stronger  and  pressed  more  and 
more  forcible  upon  bis  mind  and  heart,  until  on  September  1,  1889,  he  applied 
for  and  obtained  license  to  preach.  This  license  was  granted  him  at  Salem 
church,  Appomattox  county,  under  Rev.  J.  M.  Burton,  preacher  in  charge,  and 
Rev.  Raul  Whitehead,  D.  1).,  Presiding  Elder.  Three  years  were  then  spent  by 
the  young  man  in  teaching  with  success.  In  1890,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Tecora  M.  Howerton,  of  Campbell  county.  At  the  Virginia  Conference  of 
1893  he  was  ordained  deacon  (local)  by  Bishop  John  C.  Granbery.  The  sum- 
mer of  1894  was  passed  in  revival  and  pastoral  work  on  Cascade  Circuit  with 
Rev.  R.  T.  Clarke,  very  acceptably  to  pastor  and  people;  from  March  to  Novem- 
ber, 1895,  as  junior  preacher  on  Chase  City  Circuit  with  Rev.  W.  R.  Smithey, 
where  ho  won  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  was  used  of  the  Lord  in  bringing 
many  precious  souls  to  Christ.  For  the  four  years  just  passed  he  has  wrought 
successfully  as  pastor  of  Patrick  Circuit,  receiving  into  the  Church  one  hundred 
and  thirty-four  persons.  In  1899  he  was  ordained  elder  and  transferred  to  his 
present  charge,  East  Franklin.  The  Iloly  Spirit  has  been  with  Bro.  Martin  in 
his  work  and  has  blessed  and  directed  it,  giving  him  admittance  to  the  hearts 
of  the  people  and  success  among  them  there  and  wherever  he  serves. 


REV.  JOHN  II.  HOSIER. 

Mr.  Hosier’s  birthplace  was  near  Hampton,  Elizabeth  City  county,  Va.,  on 
June  24,  18G4,  and,  excepting  the  few  years  that  have  intervened  since  he 
entered  the  ministry,  he  continued  to  live  in  that  county.  lie  began  life  under 
circumstances  which  were  by  no  means  promising;  but  those  who  saw  him 
day  hy  day  were  not  slow  in  perceiving  that  he  possessed  those  qualities  which 
underlie  sterling  manhood.  Notwithstanding  the  discouraging  conditions  by 
Avhich  be  was  environed  he  evinced  at  an  early  age  a desire  for  knowledge, 
and  when  but  ten  years  of  age  secured  admission  to  a private  school;  subse- 
quently he  entered  the  public  school. 

When  he  was  fifteen  years  old  Mr.  Hosier  turned  his  attention  to  the  ques- 
tion of  obtaining  a trade,  and  finally  decided  to  become  a painter.  After  two 
years’  trial,  however,  lie  became  convinced  that  he  had  selected  the  wrong  call- 
ing and  exchanged  the  brush  for  the  saw,  hammer  and  jack-plane.  The  suc- 
cess which  attended  his  industrious  efforts  as  a carpenter  proved  the  wisdom 
of  his  choice,  and  he  soon  became  known  as  a painstaking  and  capable 
mechanic,  lie  had  in  him  the  stuff  make  men  of  force. 

It  was  not  until  1892  that  his  mind  turned  towards  the  consideration  of 
religious  matters.  The  Rev.  William  II.  Christian  was  conducting  a re- 
vival in  the  town,  and  Mr.  Hosier  was  one  of  the  most  faithful  attendants. 
Under  the  burning  words  that  fell  from  the  lips  of  this  able  divine  lie  was  con- 
victed, and  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  lie  was  happily  converted,  and  soon 
thereafter  was  a worker  in  the  Lord’s  vineyard.  Thus  he  began  the  study  of 
the  Bible  with  full  faith  in  its  teachings.  He  soon  became  convinced  that 
for  him  to  enter  the  ministry  was  the  will  of  God.  With  this  feeling  he  at- 
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tended  Randolpli-Macon  College  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  ap- 
plied and  was  admitted  to  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South.  In  1895  he  was  sent  as  spiritual  adviser  to  Fishing  Creek,  Dorches- 
ter county,  Md.,  at  which  place  he  gave  great  satisfaction  and  accomplished  a 
great  work.  During  his  three  years  at  this  charge  he  built  a church  that  cost 
$2,000  and  a parsonage  that  cost  $1,000,  both  fitted  up  and  paid  for.  Thus 
it  will  he  seen  that,  notwithstanding  the  discouraging  circumstances  that  at- 
tended his  early  life,  all  of  his  labors  as  a servant  of  the  Lord  have  been 
crowned  with  success;  and  as  God  has  blessed  his  efforts  in  the  beginning  of 
the  ministry,  we  can  expect  a bright  future  with  good  results.  lie  is  pastor  of 
Pocomoke  Circuit. 


REV.  ALEXANDER  L.  FRANKLIN. 

Mr.  Franklin  was  born  in  Matoaca,  near  Petersburg,  Va.,  December  10, 
1S72.  At  the  early  age  of  thirteen  years  he  made  public  profession  of  per- 
sonal faith  in  Christ  and  united  Avith  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
at  the  place  of  his  birth. 

In  1894,  during  the  Presiding  Eldership  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  II.  Riddick, 
he  was  licensed  to  preach.  lie  Avas  admitted  on  trial  during  the  session  of 
the  Annual  Conference  at  Richmond  in  1895,  and  Avas  appointed  to  West 
Lunenburg  Mission,  Avhich  laborious  field  he  served  Avith  great  acceptability 
for  tAvo  years.  He  Avas  admitted  into  full  connection  and  ordained  a travel- 
ing deacon  at  Danville,  1897,  and  Avas  appointed  that,  year  to  serve  Prince 
EdAvard  Circuit,  where  he  is  uoav  filling  out  his  fourth  year.  He  Avas  ordained 
traveling  elder  in  Petersburg,  1899. 

Mr.  Franklin  is  a young  man  of  fine  physique.  Nature  has  dealt  gener- 
ously Avith  him.  lie  has  a commanding  presence,  tall,  hut  avcII  favored  and 
av cl  1 proportioned.  A full  and  strong  voice  and  convincingly  persuasive  man- 
ner and  spirit  convey  the  message  Avith  deep,  clear  and  striking  effect.  He 
appreciates  the  value  of  illustration  and  already  possesses  a goodly  fund  of 
anecdote  and  experience  which  he  knows  Iioav  and  Avlien  to  draAv  upon.  His 
preaching  attracts,  holds,  delights  and  edifies.  His  regular  appointments  are 
always  well  attended.  He  is  at  his  best  in  revival  work,  for  which  he  seems 
to  have  special  gifts  and  grace.  The  records  of  Lynchburg,  Elackstone,  CreAve 
and  others  tell  of  glorious  aAvakenings,  reclamations  and  conversions  during 
special  services  under  his  preaching.  He  is  in  much  demand  by  the  brethren. 
A studious,  painstaking,  careful,  safe,  promising  preacher,  popular  Avith  all 
classes  on  charges  served  and  visited  by  him,  possessing  a Avonderful  influ- 
ence over  the  young  people,  he  bids  fair,  in  the  Providence  of  Almighty  God, 
to  take  a leading  part  in  the  front  rank  of  tin1  itinerants  of  the  Virginia 
Conference. 
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REV.  FREDERICK  W.  PROCTOR. 

A pure  and  devout  man  of  God,  now  with  the  Just  in  Heaven,  known  and 
honored  in  his  day,  a blessing  to  many  souls,  the  Rev.  J.  II.  Proctor,  bequeathed 
to  the  Church  two  sons,  who  also  have  wrought  in  the  ministry  of  jhe  Word. 
The  son  under  consideration,  Frederick,  was  born  April  9,  1871,  and  “born 
from  abovd”  August,  1SS1.  He  is  of  the  converts  of  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Lear;  and, 
therefore,  was  “soundly”  consecrated. 

Mr.  Proctor’s  mother  was  a daughter  of  a Methodist  preacher,  the  Rev.  R. 
B.  Foster,  of  Dinwiddie  county,  Va.  Could  there  be  superior  forbears?  His 
ancestral  house,  like  the  house  of  Justus,  was  “joined  hard  to  the  synagogue” 
of  God. 

Our  brother  entered  the  Conference  November,  1893,  and  has  successively 
and  successfully  wrought  on  Milton  Mission,  Buffalo  Ridge  Circuit,  Matoaca 
Station;  Seven  Pines  Circuit,  and  is  now  serving  a thrifty  station — Chestnut 
Avenue,  Newport  News,  Va. 

Mr.  Proctor  is  of  slight  figure,  of  not  too  robust  build,  yet  surcharged  with 
energy.  He  has  the  inspiration  of  the  divine  vocation.  He  puts  into  his  mes- 
sage the  fervor  of  his  own  convictions.  He  has  not  labored  in  vain.  The  signs 
of  an  apostle  are  seen  where  he  holds  forth  the  Word  of  Life. 

Mr.  Proctor  has  a classic  face,  a clear  color,  a well-shaped  head,  lie  is  some- 
what reserved  in  social  intercourse  and  quiet  in  his  movement.  There  is  nothing 
loud  in  his  make-up.  He  wins  on  the  esteem  of  his  people,  as  they  know  him. 
Sincerity  saturates  his  soul.  What  “Fred.  Proctor”  is,  can  be  seen  in  the 
honest  spirit,  that  does  not  hide  itself,  but  is  manifest  in  eye,  word,  act,  look. 
Birds  of  a feather  flock  together.  We  never  knew  a true  man  who  disliked  our 
brother. 


REV.  WILLIAM  T.  A.  HAYNES. 

A bright,  active,  consecrated  young  man  and  minister  is  W.  T.  A.  Haynes, 
now  charged  with  the  pastorate  of  Henry  Circuit  by  appointment  of  Bishop 
A.  W.  Wilson.  He  was  born  in  the  great  county  of  Pittsylvania  in  the  year 
1870,  and  is  now  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  life.  He  is  the  son  of  Azariah  F.  M. 
and  Harriet  J.  Cocke  Haynes,  who  were  of  the  sturdy  yeomanry  of  their  section. 
The  names  smack  of  an  English  ancestry,  and  preference  for  the  Book  of  God 
in  the  naming. 

Mr.  Haynes  was  brought  up  on  the  farm,  and  was  not  a stranger  to  the  usual 
“tug  and  sweat”  for  a livelihood,  the  memory  of  which  he  is  not  ashamed.  II  is 
earlier  opportunities  were  very  meager. 

1 1 is  conversion  took  place  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Soon  afterwards  he  felt  the 
call  to  preach.  In  September,  1889,  he  entered  Kandolph-Macon  College, 
where  he  remained  five  sessions  in  diligent  preparation  for  his  life  work,  lie 
made  good  progress  in  his  studies.  Entering  with  but  scant  academic  prepara- 
tion, he,  nevertheless,  reached  graduation  in  the  A.  B.  degree  with  a good  dis- 
tinction. In  the  Washington  Literary  Society,  of  which  in  the  beginning  uf 
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bis  college  career  lie  became  a member,  be  was  an  earnest  and  deeply-interested 
worker.  He  represented  bis  Society  as  speaker  on  public  debate,  and  won  tbe 
Debater’s  Medal  in  bis  Hall,  lie  was  also  an  active  and  faithful  worker  in  tbe 
5b  M.  C.  A.,  although  be  confesses  to  a marked  spiritual  decline  in  tbe  last  year 
of  bis  college  life. 

His  itinerant  career  begun  in  August,  1894.  Rev.  -).  II.  Pike  having  died 
in  tbe  pastorate  of  East  Halifax  Circuit,  be  was  employed  by  tbe  Presiding 
Elder  to  fill  the  vacancy.  He  laid  hold  of  tbe  work  with  energy  and  vigor. 
The  people  rallied  to  tbe  young  pastor.  So  acceptably  was  tbe  unexpired  term 
of  Brother  Pike  filled  out  and  every  interest  of  tbe  Church  so  improved  under 
bis  care  and  management  that  urgent  request  was  made  by  tbe  official  board 
for  bis  return  at  the  ensuing  Annual  Conference.  He  was  accordingly  recom- 
mended for  admission  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  this  charge,  received 
into  tbe  traveling  connection  November,  1894,  and  appointed  to  East  Halifax 
Circuit.  During  tbe  first  two  years  of  bis  active  ministry  be  was  buffeted 
by  Satan.  Religion  bad  Avhetted  keen  the  moral  sense,  and  conscience  was  thor- 
oughly educated.  This  buffeting  was  tbe  protest  of  consciencce  against  bis 
letting  go  bis  bold  on  tbe  tilings  of  God.  “Without  were  fightings  and 
within  were  fears,”  and  these  furnished  tbe  ground  and  opportunity  for  doubts 
- — black,  despairing  doubts.  Skeptical  ideas  and  questionings  arose,  and  at 
times  be  was  driven  almost  to  abandon  tbe  work. 

A tender  conscience  and  a keen  moral  sense  set  up  an  inquisi- 
tion. Severe  introspection  was  tbe  result.  Everything  was  out  of 
joint.  Tbe  world  within  and  tbe  world  without  fell  short  of  tbe  exalted  stand- 
ard. All  this  was  tbe  Father’s  preparation  for  the  ushering  in  of  a new  dis- 
pensation. “Tbe  darkest  hour  is  just  before  tbe  dawn;”  tbe  wilderness  life 
was  just  ahead  of  “tbe  rest  that  remainetb.”  While  Cornelius  was  being  pre- 
pared for  a new  revelation  Peter’s  steps  were  being  guided  to  the  time  and  tbe 
opportunity  for  its  unfolding.  It  was  so  in  tbe  case  of  Ibis  young  preacher. 
An  old  minister  of  tbe  United  Brethren,  to  whom  be  unbosomed  himself,  di- 
rected bis  thought  to  the  life  of  full  consecration— to  the  “perfect  love,  which 
casteth  out  all  fear.”  In  May,  1890,  the  devout  and  prayerful  reading  of  “Tbe 
Christian’s  Secret  of  a Happy  Life”  precipitated  tbe  high  and  holy  resolve,  and 
bv  a conscious,  deliberate  and  wilful  surrender  of  himself  to  God  unreservedly 
and  for  all  time  be  entered  into  a clear-cut,  distinct,  definite  experience  of  grace, 
which — call  it  “tbe  second  blessing,”  sanctification,  perfect  love,  whatever  you 
will — drove  out  all  doubts  and  fears,  silenced  all  questionings  and  lifted  bis 
soul  on  to  tbe  high  plane  of  “a  peace  which  passeth  all  understanding.”  At 
Pentecost  the  baptism  of  power  showed  itself  at  once  in  an  intensified  zeal 
and  holy  boldness,  so  that  tbe  Word  was  dispensed  with  new  power.  So  in  tbe 
case  of  this  timid,  shy,  doubting  young  preacher.  Increased  earnestness,  in- 
tensified zeal,  conscious  power  was  at  once  realized.  He  bad  unwonted  “li- 
berty” in  bis  pulpit  ministrations,  and  bore  joyful  testimony  to  tbe  doctrine  of 
full  salvation.  He  felt  the  anointing  Spirit-power,  and  unction  attended  bis 
message.  This  new  experience  caused  bis  heart  to  glow  with  an  ardor  for  God 
and  for  souls  not  felt  before,  and  out  of  ardent  love  and  zeal  for  the  salvation 
of  others  be  spoke  the  Gospel  from  tbe  heart.  “What  be  felt  and  saw  be  told 
with  confidence,”  and  bis  messages  of  love  lifted  bis  people  on  to  the  same  high 
plane — leading  them  up  into  tbe  deep  things  of  G-od.  Material  things,  too, 
were  not  neglected.  Sunday-schools,  prayer-meetings,  church  repairs  and  build- 
ing, tbe  finances — all  improved  down  to  tbe  end  of  bis  pastorate. 
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In  June,  1897,  lie  led  to  the  altar  of  Hymen  Miss  Nettie  Barksdale,  a sensi- 
ble, pious,  consecrated  young  lady  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  whose  intel- 
lectual, social  and  heart  qualities  render  her  a helpmeet  indeed. 

At  the  Conference  of  November,  1898,  he  felt  constrained,  on  account  of 
the  giving  away  of  his  nervous  system  to  ask  to  be  left  for  a year  without  an 
appointment,  but  he  returned  to  the  active  service  of  the  Church  at  the  Confer- 
ence in  Petersburg,  and  was  appointed  to  Ilenry  Circuit,  his  present  charge. 


REV.  JAMES  CANNON,  JR.,  A.  M. 

If  James  Camion,  Jr.,  does  not  prove  a success,  both  as  a Christian  man  and 
as  a minister  of  the  Gospel,  he  will  owe  an  eternal  apology  to  his  parents,  for 
few  men  have  over  been  blessed  with  a father  and  mother  more  consecrated  ro 
Christ,  more  untiring  and  fruitful  in  good  works  and  more  devoted  to  the  real 
welfare  of  their  children  than  the  subject  of  this  free-hand  sketch.  Their  home 
was  in  Salisbury,  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  where  he  was  born  Novem- 
ber 13,  1864. 

If  he  falls  short  of  future  distinction  as  a theologian  and  a herald  of  the  Cross, 
it  will  not  be  for  lack  of  education.  No  man  in  the  Conference  has  had  better 
opportunities  of  training  for  his  life-work  than  James  Cannon  has  enjoyed. 
After  mastering  the  course  of  eight  years  at  the  Salisbury  Graded  School — one 
of  the  best  in  the  State — he  spent  four  years  at  Randolph-Macon  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1884  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  lie  then 
entered  Princeton  College  and  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  and  continued 
a diligent  student  for  three  years,  graduating  as  Master  of  Arts  of  the  former 
and  taking  the  honors  of  a full  graduate  of  the  latter  institution.  In  all  these 
schools  he  was  known  as  a bright-minded  student,  faithful  in  all  his  work,  and 
was  numbered  with  the  best  graduates  that  those  institutions  have  sent  forth. 
His  equipment  is  all  that  careful  training  can  produce. 

In  August,  1888,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lura,  second  daughter 
of  the  late  Rev.  W.  W.  Bennett,  D.  D.,  and  the  following  fall  was  admitted  on 
trial  into  the  traveling  connection  in  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  assigned  by 
Bishop  Granbery  to  the  Charlotte  Circuit. 

lie  has  not  yet  had  time  to  give  full  evidence  of  the  kind  of  work  he  can 
do.  There  is  no  doubt  in  the  writer’s  mind  that  he  will  prove  a success  in 
the  very  best  sense  as  a preacher  and  pastor,  and  that  all  the  interests  of  the 
Church  are  safe  in  his  hands.  In  the  delicate  and  arduous  duties  of  his  minis- 
terial office,  he  is  fortunate,  indeed,  in  having  the  aid  of  such  a wife  as  Provi- 
dence has  given  him. 

In  physique,  Brother  Cannon  is  somewhat  slender,  and  not  above  the  medium 
height.  In  health,  he  is  not  robust,  yet  vigorous  and  active;  and  the  stirring 
work  of  the  itinerancy  in  an  upland  circuit — which  was  his  preference  to  begin 
with — may  have  added  to  the  strength  of  his  constitution.  He  has  a thoughtful 
face,  to  which  a scholarly  cast  is  added  by  the  gold-rimmed  spectacles  that  he 
wears.  He  is  genial,  loves  books,  is  a lover  of  good  people,  has  a kind  word  and 
helping  hand  for  those  who  need  the  one  or  the  other,  and  will  be  found  a good 
fellow  generally  and  a Christian  gentleman  of  the  first  degree. 
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Of  his  pulpit  abilities  the  writer  cannot  speak  from  personal  knowledge;  hut 
his  hearers  think  highly  of  his  thoughtful  and  polished  discourses,  and  entertain 
no  doubt  that  he  will  reach  honorable  distinction  as  an  expounder  of  divine 
tilings  at  no  distant  day.  James  Cannon,  Jr.,  has  a future  before  him,  and  it  is 
here  predicted  that  the  annals  of  the  Virginia  Conference  will  gain  lustre  in 
decades  to  come  by  his  intelligent  and  devoted  labors  in  the  ranks  of  her 
preachers  and  pastors. 

The  above  excellent  sketch  was  written  by  the  biographer  of  Brother  Cannon 
for  t he  3S90  edition  of  the  “Sketches  of  the  Virginia  Conference.”  It  is  so 
accurate  and  so  well  written  that  this  writer  merely  copies  it,  and  brings  the 
history  of  Brother  Cannon  up  to  date.  The  last  ivords  of  this  first  biographer 
mark  him  as  a true  prophet.  The  “intelligent  and  devoted  labors”  of  Brother 
Cannon  have  brought  gain  to  the  Virginia  Conference,  although  but  one  docade 
has  passed  since  the  prediction  was  made. 

He  served  Newport  News  two  years,  laying  broad  and  deep  the  foundations 
of  our  Church  growth  and  power  in  that  progressive  city.  In  1891  he  was 
appointed  to  Central  church,  Portsmouth.  At  the  end  of  one  month  the  illness 
of  another  minister’s  wife  made  it  necessary  to  transfer  Brother  Cannon  to 
Fnrmville.  lie  served  this  charge  three  years,  having  as  his  assistant  from 
June,  1894,  to  November,  1894,  Rev.  R.  II.  Bennett.  In  June,  1894,  he  was 
elected  Principal  of  the  Blackstone  Female  Institute,  which  position  he  now 
holds.  This  new  work  furnished  a field  that  required  and  revealed  his  rare 
endowments.  Even  in  this  day  of  great  and  swift  movements,  of  large  enter- 
prising and  achieving,  the  record  of  this  institution  is  nothing  less  than  mar- 
velous. Under  his  wonderful  management  and  inspiration  it  sprang  full- 
orbed  to  an  exalted  position  and  prestige  that  might  well  be  the  aim  and  achieve- 
ment of  institutions  of  the  oldest  and  strongest  types.  Brother  Cannon  has 
that  great  faculty  of  taking  in  and  ever  keeping  under  the  scrutiny  of  his  mind 
both  the  extensiveness  and  the  intensiveness  of  his  view  or  plan.  His  work  is 
not  only  seen  and  projected  along  the  generic  lines  of  far  and  broad  reaches, 
but  every  comprehensive  detail  of  parts,  of  need  and  provision,  down  to  the 
smallest  and  seemingly  insignificant  items  and  particulars,  are  anticipated  and 
stand  out  in  bold  relief  as  dependent  and  essential  parts  of  the  completed  whole. 
This  intent,  vigilant,  ceaseless  survey  of  the  work,  with  its  systematic  and 
exact  attention  to  minutest  details,  accounts  for  much  of  his  success.  And  he 
has  masterful  patience.  lie  neither  becomes  impatient  nor  excited,  no  matter 
how  provoking  the  circumstances.  This  itself  is  power,  and  he  has  it  in  a 
higher  degree  than  any  other  ever  known  to  this  writer,  with  the  exception  of 
Rev.  W.  W.  Bennett,  of  blessed  memory.  And  ho  has  a wonderful  genius  for 
painstaking,  thorough,  continuous,  tireless  hard  work.  For  years  he  has  done 
the  work  of  several  men;  and  the  work  in  each  department  that  lie  serves  is 
always  up  to  the  highest  grade.  But  he  never  hurries;  and  to  watch  his  quiet, 
deliberate  movements,  you  wonder  more  than  ever  how  it  is  that  lie  accom- 
plishes so  much.  Since  May,  1893,  he  has  edited  the  Methodist  Recorder,  and 
his  editorial  labors  were  quadrupled  by  changing  it  from  a monthly  to  a weekly. 
There  has  scarcely  been  a Sunday  since  his  election  to  the  presidency  of  the 
Institute  that  he  has  not  preached.  Frequently  he  preaches  three  times  a day. 
Until  this  year,  when  the  work  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Fund  interfered,  he 
had  a regular  monthly  appointment  at  Blackstone.  In  1898  he  was  elected 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education.  This,  in  connection  with  the  'Twentieth 
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Century  movement  and  his  zealous  endeavors  in  its  interests,  threw  him  anew 
into  ‘‘labors  abundant.”  He  has  long  ago  taken  foremost  rank  as  one  of  our 
strongest  speakers  and  preachers.  And  he  preaches  with  far  more  feeling  and 
tenderness  than  in  the  earlier  days.  “Let  your  heart  have  more  place  and  play 
in  your  preaching,”  was  the  advice  given  him  by  this  writer  years  ago.  lie 
started  out  with  an  almost  abnormal  aversion  towards  moving  men  by  the 
fitful  starts  and  stirrings  of  emotional  impulse.  lie  held  that  they  should  be 
moved  by  appeals  to  their  reason,  and  not  by  appeals  to  their  feelings;  that 
principles,  and  not  emotions,  should  excite  the  activities  of  the  Christian;  that 
motives  and  inspiration  should  never  be  sought  within  the  springs  of  feeling, 
hut  within  the  duty  and  its  source.  The  question  should  never  be,  How  do  I 
feel  about  it  ? It  should  ever  be,  What  is  my  duty  concerning  it?  In  com- 
mending the  facts  of  God’s  Word  to  the  judgment  of  his  hearers,  he  was  most 
studiously  careful. to  avoid  any  fact  or  illustration  that  was  likely  to  stir  their 
emotions  or  fire  their  imaginations.  One  hand  was  kept  repressively  upon 
himself,  the  other  suppressively  upon  his  congregation.  Probably  this  extreme 
view  had  its  roots  in  his  intensely  logical  nature.  No  doubt  it  was  developed 
and  kept  before  his  mind  by  the  very  thoroughness  of  the  demands  that  this 
logical  nature  made  upon  himself.  With  him  religious  motive  and  movement 
must  proceed  from  the  centre,  progressing  outwardly;  and  mere  surface  excite- 
ment of  the  feelings  was  worse  than  valueless.  This  view  is  stressed,  because  it 
sheds  light  upon  the  character  and  acts  of  Brother  Cannon  and  prepares  the 
way  for  a final  statement — a statement  that  has  been  somewhat  anticipated  and 
included  in  the  consideration  of  the  extreme  views  just  mentioned.  The  state- 
ment is  this:  Brother  Cannon’s  mind  was  cast  in  a mould  that  was  absolutely 

logical.  From  this  standpoint  he  views  everything.  A thing  is  or  it  is  not. 
A statement  is  true  or  it  is  false.  An  act  is  right  or  it  is  wrong.  Middle 
grounds  of  compromise,  adjustment,  or  modification  are  not  easily  seen  by 
him.  With  him  two  and  two  make  four,  and  four  only,  and  four  always.  And 
sentiment  should  not  enter  in  as  a factor  to  change  the  result.  Those  who  know 
him  best,  know  that  he  has  a heart  most  tender  and  sympathetic;  but  they  also 
know  that  he  rarely  allows  any  preponderating  emotion  to  set  aside,  or  to 
minify,  or  even  to  modify  a logical  verdict  of  his  judgment  that  his  conscience 
approves.  If  you  ask  him  to  weigh  a fact  against  a fact,  it  is  immediately 
done,  and  the  just  weight  conscientiously  given,  whether  or  not  your  fact  out- 
weighs his.  But  ask  him  to  weigh  a sentiment  against  his  fact,  and  the  senti- 
ment must  be  tremendously  weighty  if  it  tips  the  scales  against  the  lightest  fact. 
This  is  traversing  delicate  ground,  for  it  is  here  perhaps  that  he  is  most  open 
to  criticism,  most  likely  to  be  criticised,  and,  it  may  he  added,  most  likely  to 
be  misunderstood,  if  not  even  misjudged.  Is  it  right  or  is  it  wrong?  Is  it 
true  or  is  it  false?  What  is  the  right  thing  to  say,  the  right  thing  to  do?  In 
seeking  answers  to  such  questions,  he  never  allows  himself  to  be  checked  or 
even  hindered  or  hampered  by  individual  considerations.  lie  loses  sight  of 
himself  individually,  he  loses  sight  of  others  individually,  lie  never  asks, 
“What  effect  will  my  position  or  utterance  have  upon  my  personal  interests, 
my  prospective  welfare?”  So  when  he  takes  aim  at  an  object,  and  especially 
when  he  aims  at  what  he  regards  as  an  evil  or  wrong,  he  never  asks  before 
firing:  “Is  any  one  in  range  between  me  and  the  target?”  lie  fires  anyhow. 
This  may  not  always  be  the  best  way;  it  may  not  always  be  the  only  way;  it 
may  not  always  be  the  right  way;  but  it  has  been  his  method,  and  he  has  been 
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conscientious  in  it.  Underneath  it  all  is  zeal  for  Zion,  lie  would  have  de- 
lighted Luther  or  Knox  had  he  lived  in  the  days  of  either.  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  when  he  throws  his  whole  weight  against  what  he  regards  as  wrong, 
or  in  favor  of  what  he  regards  as  right,  it  is  not  as  a belligerent  that  seeks  some 
detached,  isolated  individual,  but  as  one  seeing  and  rallying  to  a cause  that 
calls  him,  to  a cause  that  constrains  him.  And  the  object  is  not  to  wrestle  with 
men,  but  to  grapple  and  uphold  with  all  his  power  the  principles  that  make 
for  eternal  truth  and  right.  Some  may  think  that  he  sometimes  sounds  a call 
to  war  to  settle1  questions  that  might  be  best  dealt  with  through  the  methods  of 
diplomacy,  conventionality.  Some  may  think  he  sometimes  advances  where 
and  when  he  should  not  venture.  Some  may  think  that  in  his  aggressive  war- 
fare on  the  wrong,  as  he  saw  it,  he  has  made  some  mistakes  in  the  past.  Some 
may  think  that  consideration  of  the  individual  should  have  more  weight  with 
him  than  it  does.  If  all  this  should  be  granted  as  admitted  facts,  there  is 
another — an  abiding  fact.  Those  who  know  him  fully  know  that  his  is  a 
true,  sincere,  courageous  heart,  full  of  loyalty  to  God  and  his  Church;  and  his 
aim  is  God’s  glory  and  the  good  of  men,  even  when  his  methods  might  not  indi- 
cate it  on  the  surface  or  manifest  it  in  expression. 


KEY.  GEORGE  FEARING  GREEAE. 


This  consecrated  and  successful  young  minister  was  born  in  Perquimans 
county,  A.  ('.,  December  17,  18(14;  a son  of  Constant  C.  Greene,  who  was  a 
native  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  of  Hannah  S.  Wiles,  of  Ilarford  county,  Aid.,  a 
sister  of  the  late  Rev.  Alfred  Wiles,  of  the  Virginia  Conference.  Roth  parents 
were  godly,  active  .Methodists,  who  trained  their  children  in  the  nurture  and 
admonition  of  the  Lord. 

George  spent  nine  years  in  private  schools  in  Elizabeth  City,  Ah  C.,  where 
his  parents  lived,  and  was  afterwards  engaged  for  a time  in  the  dry-goods  trade. 
In  1888  he  entered  Randolph-JMacon  College,  where  he  studied  faithfully  for 
two  sessions.  After  leaving  college  he  was  General  Secretary  of  the  Young 
Aren’s  Christian  Association  at  Rerkley,  Va.,  which  position  he  held  for  two 
years,  doing  a most  excellent  work  in  behalf  of  the  young  men  and  hoys  of  that 
town. 

On  the  first  day  of  June,  1892,  he  married  Miss  Annie  W.  Gaskins,  of  Eliza- 
beth City,  Ar.  C.,  and  at  the  session  of  the  Virginia  Annual  Conference,  held  in 
November  of  the  same  year,  he  was  received  on  trial  into  the  traveling  connec- 
tion. liis  first  charge  was  llaygood  Memorial  and  Lynnhaven  Circuit,  where  he 
remained  three  years  and  did  a remarkably  fine  work,  lie  then  served  Ebenezer 
church,  at  Crittenden’s,  two  years,  and  Princess  Anne  Circuit,  one  year,  after 
which  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  charge — Ettrick  Station — where  he  is 
just  entering  upon  his  third  year  of  successful  service. 

lie  was  ordained  a deacon  by  Risliop  llaygood  in  1894,  and  an  elder  by 
Bishop  Duncan  in  189(1. 

Brother  Greene  is  below  the  average  physical  stature  of  men,  but  compactly 
built  and  a possessor  of  health  and  endurance.  Mentally,  he  is  well  endowed, 
and  lie  has  read  and  studied  assiduously.  1 1 < 1 preaches  to  edification,  sings  mi- 
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usually  well,  plays  the  organ  with  ease  and  skill,  is  handy  with  the  blackboard, 
devoted  to  work  in  the  Sunday-school  and  Ep  worth  League,  and  a careful  pastor 
of  his  people.  W ithal,  he  is  devout  in  spirit  and  clean  in  life.  From  the  be- 
ginning of  his  ministry  he  has  been  a success,  and  the  future  holds  for  him,  no 
doubt,  still  greater  usefulness  and  honor  in  the  service  of  the  Master  whom  he 
loves.  The  portrait  tallies  with  the  record — unwrinkled  by  ridges  of  wrong 
thoughts. 


REV.  CHARLES  ELAM  BLANKER  SHIP. 

lie  is  the  second  of  this  name  on  the  roll  of  our  Conference,  but  as  far  as  our 
knowledge  goes  there  is  no  relationship.  Morristown,  Tenn.,  was  his  birthplace, 
but  his  parents  were  Virginians,  and  it  was  during  their  residence  of  a few  years 
that  the  incident  of  Charles’  birth  transpired  beyond  Virginia.  That  important 
event  took  place  September  8,  1872.  Twelve  years  after,  his  parents  returned 
to  Virginia,  and  made  Lynchburg  their  home.  Here  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
was  put  to  school  and  advanced  rapidly  in  learning,  laying  a good  foundation, 
especially  in  the  English  branches.  11  is  father’s  death  and  the  widowhood  of 
his  mother,  devolving  upon  her  the  maintenance  of  a considerable  family  of  sons 
and  daughters,  compelled  him  to  leave  off  his  education  and  seek  employment 
that  would  give  support  to  the  family.  At  the  Sam  Jones  meeting  in  the  fall 
of  1890  he  professed  conversion  and  was  baptized  and  received  into  membership 
in  Cabell  Street  church.  Rev.  John  L.  Clarke  was  the  administrator.  In  the 
spring  of  1891  the  family  moved  to  Richmond,  and  he  found  employment  with 
the  Richmond  Cedar  Works.  His  certificate  was  deposited  at  Trinity,  from 
which  place  he  removed  to  St.  James.  Here  he  distinctly  realized  the  call  to 
preach,  and  fully  decided  to  yield  himself  up  to  a prompting  of  the  Spirit,  which 
he  had  resisted  for  some  years.  At  the  urgent  request  of  his  pastor  he  was 
licensed  to  preach  November  12,  1894.  By  attendance  on  night  school  and 
diligent  application  at  home,  his  educational  preparation  for  the  itinerant  ser- 
vice was  greatly  improved,  so  that  he  felt  emboldened,  at  the  Annual  Conference 
of  1895  to  seek  admission.  Accordingly,  he  was  received,  and  thus  entered  upon 
his  itinerant  career. 

Mr.  Blankenship  is  five  feet  ten  inches  in  height, .erect,  spare,  and  moves 
with  a measured  tread.  He  has  a pleasing  countenance,  lirm-set  jaw,  keen,  dark 
eye  and  complexion,  and  would  pass  for  a beardless  boy.  There  is  a trifle  of  stiff- 
ness, the  result  of  a hurt,  which  causes  a slight  limp  in  a leg.  In  disposition  he  is 
firm,  decided,  self-reliant,  and  is  not  easily  turned  aside  by  ordinary  difficulties. 
Jlis  sermons  are  well  thought  out  and  delivered  with  the  courage  of  his  convic- 
tions. In  his  first  charge — the  West  Franklin  Circuit — where  men  of  larger 
experience  in  itinerancy  have  found  difficulties  almost  insurmountable,  he 
achieved  a success  but  little  short  of  miraculous,  lie  built  the  elegant  new  St. 
James  church  at  Ferrum  and  the  lliyhland  church  at  Piedmont  in  the  face  of 
conditions  that  would  have  daunted  men  of  greater  age.  Men  familiar  with  the 
surroundings  have  been  perplexed  to  know  how  the  thing  was  done.  The  expla- 
nation, in  part  at  least,  may  be  that,  during  those  years  there  stood  at  his  side 
one  of  the  pluckiest  little  women  (nee  Mary  A.  Walfordj  that  Richmond  could 
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afford,  who  ventured  in  the  midst  of  his  first  year  of  itinerant  service  to  join 
him  in  matrimonial  alliance  and  to  share  with  him  the  privations  of  a mountain 
circuit  of  eight  or  ten  appointments. 

lie  is  now  serving  his  second  charge  in  the  Conference — Washington-Street 
Tabernacle,  Fourth  Ward,  Danville — where  large  accessions  during  the  past 
year  bear  testimony  to  zeal  and  fidelity  to  his  charge.  We  count  him  among 
the  rising  men  of  the  Conference. 


REV.  SAMUEL  JACKSON  BATTIK 

Mr.  Battin  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  Ya.,  September  8,  1866,  and  is  the  son  of 
Methodist  parents.  Tlis  father,  Mr.  William  A.  Battin,  of  Nansemond  county, 
was  a prominent  member  of  and  class-leader  in  our  Church,  lie  followed  Lee 
through  the  strife  between  the  States  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  at  Ap 
poinattox.  In  1867,  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  four  months  old,  the 
father’s  pure  spirit  took  its  flight  to  God.  But  the  great  loss  sustained  in  the 
death  of  a godly  father  was  in  large  measure  compensated  for  by  Ihc  watchful 
care  and  wise  counsel  of  a devotedly  pious  and  consecrated  Christian  mother, 
who  was  Miss  Margaret  Pitt,  also  of  Nansemond  county,  and  who  still  survives. 

Mr.  Baltin’s  early  education  was  secured  in  the  city  schools  of  Portsmouth, 
which  he  attended  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  entered  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  and  in  a short  while 
became  recognized  as  an  operator  of  unusual  ability  and  excellence.  1 1 is  skill 
in  the  profession  was  of  great  value  during  the  quarantine  of  1899  of  National 
Soldiers’  Home  and  vicinity  on  account  of  yellow  fever,  lie  was  at  this  time 
pastor  of  West  End  church,  Hampton,  and  stood  bravely  by  his  post  of  duty 
when  others  had  lied,  communicating  by  means  of  the  electric  current  between 
the  infected  district  and  the  outside  world. 

Many  will  recall  the  wonderful  meetings  held  in  Norfolk  in  1886  by  the  great 
evangelist,  D.  L.  Moody.  It  was  under  their  influence  that  on  April  15th  Mr. 
Battin  was  converted  to  God,  to  which  fact  lie  gave  public  testimony  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.  He  at  once  united  with  Monumental  church,  Portsmouth,  of  which 
the  sainted  Dr.  John  D.  Blackwell  was  at  that  time  pastor.  Simultaneously 
with  his  conversion  came  a call  to  preach  the  Gospel,  but  business  prospects  were 
flattering,  his  salary  was  large,  and  in  March,  1887,  he  was  offered  and  accepted 
the  position  of  Secretary  to  the  Superintendent  of  I lie  Norfolk  and  Virginia 
Beach  railroad,  and  ihe  call  to  the  ministry  was  stubbornly  resisted.  But  the 
voice  of  the  Spirit  could  not  be  hushed  ; the  call  was  loud  and  clear,  and  a feeling 
akin  to  that  of  ihe  apostle,  “Woe  is  me  if  I preach  not  the  Gospel,”  took  pos- 
session of  his  soul.  He  determined  at  last  to  obey  the  Divine  command,  and  in 
September,  1890,  he  resigned  a most  lucrative  and  promising  position  and  en- 
tered Randolph-Macon  College  as  a student  for  the  ministry.  1 lere  he  remained 
four  years,  prosecuting  his  studies  with  fidelity  and  success,  and  exerting  a noble 
Christian  influence  among  his  fellow-students,  by  whom  he  was  elected  to  the 
position  of  Secretary  and  afterwards  President  of  the  College  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association.  In  1894  lie  entered  Vanderbilt  University,  where  in 
three  years  lie  took  the  full  theological  course,  graduating  with  high  distinction. 
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lie  paid  his  expenses  through  college  and  university  by  his  own  exertions,  spend- 
ing all  of  his  vacations,  save  one,  at  work  as  a telegrapher. 

From  June  to  November,  1890,  he  was  employed  to  take  charge  of  the  work 
at  West  Norfolk.  In  November,  1890,  he  was  admitted  on  trial  to  the  Annual 
Conference,  but  continued  for  another  session  as  a student  at  Vanderbilt  Uni- 
versity. In  1897  he  was  assigned  to  Richmond  Circuit,  his  first  appointment. 
The  next  year  lie  was  made  pastor  of  West  End,  Hampton,  and  in  November, 
1899,  he  took  charge  of  Floyd  Street  church,  Danville,  where  he  is  doing  prob- 
ably the  best  work  ever  done  at  that  charge  since  its  organization.  The  church 
building  has  been  greatly  beautified  and  enlarged  to  nearly  twice  its  former 
seating  capacity,  and  also  re-named  “Sledd  Memorial,”  in  honor  of  the  late 
Rev.  R.  N.  Sledd,  D.  D. 

M.r  Battin  is  an  excellent  preacher  and  a faithful  pastor.  All  the  interests 
of  the  Church  receive  careful  attention  under  his  administration.  11  is  life  is 
perfectly  transparent.  There  is  nothing  in  it  that  he  wishes  to  conceal,  nothing 
of  which  he  is  ashamed.  lie  deems  it  a privilege  and  an  honor  to  preach  the 
Gospel,  and  accepts  cheerfully  any  field,  however  difficult,  to  which  he  may  be 
assigned,  doing  the  work  thankfully  with  a zealous  and  a willing  heart.  His 
social  qualities  are  of  unusual  excellence,  and  lie  possesses  an  affability  and  ease 
of  manner  that  make  him  gladly  welcomed  in  any  company.  But  his  greatest 
ambition  is  to  glorify  God  by  a blameless  life  and  to  bless  the  world  in  seeking 
and  saving  the  lost. 


REV.  WILLIAM  B.  JETT. 

Mr.  Jett  was  born  in  King  George  county,  Va.,  November  28,  1900,  of  Epis- 
copal parents — Dr.  W.  V.  Jett  and  Virginia  Mitchell  Jett.  His  home  in- 
fluence, socially  and  religiously,  was  good. 

lie  loved  and  performed  farm  work  till  1880,  when  he  entered  and  for  a time 
represented  a commission  house  in  Baltimore,  Md.  In  April,  1881,  he  en- 
listed for  five  years  in  United  States  cavalry  service,  and  went  West,  where  he 
served  also  as  “cow-boy”  and  teamster. 

He  was  converted  in  a tent  meeting,  conducted  by  the  “Holiness  Band,”  in 
Phoenix,  Arizona,  September  25,  1887,  and  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  January  1,  1888.  lie  returned  to  Virginia  in  August  and  united  with 
Union  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South,  in  King  George  county.  Tn  Sep- 
tember he  entered  Randolph-Macon,  staying  two  sessions.  He  joined  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference  November,  1890. 

lie  reads  a good  deal,  but  he  has  never  learned  how  to  study,  and  his  thoughts 
wander  away  from  the  subject  in  hand.  11  is  sermons  lack  ornament  and  pathos, 
bul  the  Gospel  is  plainly  declared  and  in  love,  and  his  ministry  does  not  lack 
fruit,  lie  is  much  “on  the  go,”  and  perhaps  spends  too  much  time  visiting. 

He  Avas  married  March  28,  1895,  to  Miss  Viola  G.  Bryant,  a true-blue 
Methodist  of  Richmond  county,  Va.,  and  two  of  the  prettiest  little  girls  in  the 
world  bless  the  union. 

lie  was  sent  in  November,  1890,  to  Marvin  Grove,  now  Richmond  Circuit; 
in  1894,  to  Oaklette  and  Gilmerton;  in  1890,  to  Essex  Circuit;  J900-’l,  to 
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Whaleyville.  He  does  fairly  good  work  on  a country  charge,  but  would  be  a 
failure  in  the  city  pastorate. 

The  reader  sees  a charcoal  sketch  of  Jett  by  Jett.  It  is  not  a portrait.  It  is 
unjust.  He  is  as  genuine  a man  of  God  as  the  Conference  roll  contains.  lie 
visits  the  poor,  lie  nurses  them.  His  sermons  have  fat,  marrow,  muscle.  They 
nourish.  Men  heed  when  he  hails  them  to  a better  life.  Sinners  are  converted. 
Jett  knows  no  fatigue  in  the  service  of  Jesus. 


IiEV.  LEROY  LEE  BANKS. 

Mr.  Banks  lnvs  been  in  the  ministry  about  ten  years.  He  is  the  grandson 
of  the  late  Rev.  Leroy  M.  Lee,  1).  1).,  who  had  hoped  that  God  would  call  one 
of  his  sons  to  the  ministry  and  thus  perpetuate  an  almost  unbroken  succession 
of  the  name  and  family  of  Lee  in  American  Methodism  from  its  foundation  on. 
His  illustrious  uncle,  Jesse  Lee,  and  himself,  had  for  a century,  with  a short 
interim,  kept  up  the  name  with  distinction.  His  hope  in  his  latter  days  turned 
to  his  young  grandson,  and  he  desired  that  should  he  receive  a call  to  the  min- 
istry, his  name  should  be  entered  on  the  rolls  of  the  Conference  and  he  should 
be  known  among  his  brethren  in  full — Leroy  Lee  Banks. 

Mr.  Banks  was  born  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  April  3,  180(1.  He  was  born  again 
when  about  twelve  years  of  age  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  E.  N.  S.  Blogg  and 
Rev.  Dr.  L.  Rosser,  in  the  old  chapel  at  Ashland,  Va.  lie  professed  sanctifica- 
tion during  the  preaching  of  Rev.  Dr.  Carradine  in  Portsmouth,  Va.,  in  181)7. 

Brother  Banks  has  served  in  the  following  fields:  Petersburg,  1890-’!)  1 
(under  Presiding  Elder);  Petersburg,  1891-’92  (joined  Conference);  East 
King  and  Queen,  1892-’93  and  1893-’94;  New  Kent,  1894-’95,  1895-’96  and 
189 (»-’ 97 ; Surry,  1897-’98;  West  Buckingham,  1898-’99  and  1899-1900; 
Essex,  1900-1901. 

Spiritual  fruits  have  followed  his  labors  in  all  these  fields.  Many  souls  have 
been  awakened  from  sin  and  brought  into  the  Kingdom  of  God  by  a truly  re- 
generated life.  Since  his  sanctification  he  has  held  forth  this  grace  also  as  the 
present,  personal  privilege  of  believers,  and  many  have  pressed  into  the  experi- 
ence of  its  fulness. 

He  is  an  earnest  student  of  the  Word  of  God  as  it  relates  to  spiritual  privi- 
leges, and  striving  first  to  incorporate  its  experiences  into  his  own  life,  he  cries 
in  the  spirit  of  the  apostle  to  his  hearers,  “Follow  me  as  I follow  Christ.”  He 
seems  to  find  a motto  in  this  text,  “But,  as  we  were  allowed  of  God  to  he  put  in 
trust  with  the  Gospel,  even  so  we  speak;  not  as  pleasing  men,  but  God,  which 
trieth  our  hearts.”  God  stands  by  him.  Hundreds  of  souls  have  been  converted 
and  sanctified  under  God  in  connection  with  his  ministry.  His  gift  of  sweet 
song,  consecrated  as  it  is,  is  wonderfully  owned  in  his  work.  He  is  systematic 
and  diligent  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  his  charges,  as  his  annual 
reports  show. 
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REV.  ROBERT  C.  GARLAND. 

A criticism  of  the  clergy  is  that  they  are  a clapper  and  dilettante  set,  spoiled 
in  the  making,  by  too  much  coddling,  the  pets  of  pious  and  ancient  spinsters, 
educated,  clothed,  fed  on  bequests  of  good  but  mistaken  people,  and  coming  into 
the  pulpit  with  the  manhood  utterly  eliminated.  It  is  argued  that  the  pulpit 
ought,  of  all  vocations,  to  have  the  least  “baby”  qualities  in  it;  that  every 
preacher  ought  to  rough  it  in  youth  and  win  his  way  by  his  own  exertions,  be- 
holding to  no  one.  Phillips  Brooks,  of  Boston,  Bishop,  expressed  regret  and 
alarm  that  Ids  own  Church  had  endowed  its  theological  seminaries,  till  the 
annual  increment  overflowed.  The  blessed  “Biblets”  could  not  consume  the 
income,  though  they  received  changes  of  raiment,  rich  food,  and  a library  of 
the  “Fathers”  “without  money  and  without  price,”  then  a nice  rectory,  with 
surpliced  choir,  and  presently  “leading  a sister  about”  as  a wife. 

If  such  things  were  true  of  our  Church  we  might  also  have  fears.  The  peru- 
sal of  these  “sketches”  will  scatter  to  the  winds  all  dread  of  petted  pulpiteers 
among  us.  Our  men  come  to  the  service  of  God  like  persons  secure  a diploma  in 
law  or  medicine,  or  engineering — by  hard  work  and  self-denial.  It  sends  a 
thrill  of  pride  and  joy  to  the  Methodist  heart  to  read  of  her  preachers  forcing 
frowning  fortune  to  smile  on  them. 

Mr.  Garland  was  a farmer’s  lad.  His  father  dies.  The  young  man  has  test 
of  the  firm  sinews  of  the  soul.  He  conies  to  Richmond  and  engages  in  honest 
and  exacting  handicraft  in  a metal  furnace,  amid  the  loud  clamor  of  roaring 
machinery.  He  works,  husbands  bis  wages,  never  losing  sight  of  the  high  call- 
ing. He  attends  the  Academy  three  years,  then  the  College.  Ilow  does  he 
spend  his  vacations  ? Did  he  play  the  beau  ( No,  not  for  an  hour.  He  equipped 
himself  with  an  inventory  of  books.  They  were  carried  from  house  to  house. 
There  was  a double  benefit.  The  man  who  plants  a choice  and  fruitful  volume 
in  a family,  has  wrought  a noble  deed.  And  more,  he  can  read  what  he  sells. 
It  is  automatic  education;  besides  the  rebuffs  he  receives  give  him  insight  into 
human  nature  and  toughen  his  fibre.  It  is  a best  training  school.  The  old 
Methodists  can  recall  that  every  circuit  rider  was  a circulating  publishing 
house  on  hoofs  or  wheels.  After  the  sermon  the  preacher  comes,  down  to  the 
chancel,  opens  his  huge  saddle-bags,  displays  his  volumes,  sells  them.  They 
were  solid  works.  We  see  how  our  Church  ancestors  became  mighty  in  the 
reasons  for  the  faith  and  hope.  A proselyter  caught  a Tartar  when  he  “went  up 
against  a class  leader.” 

And,  moreover,  men  like  Lewis  Skidmore,  who  had  a big  box  under  his  huge 
“stick  gig” <■  filled  with  seasonable  books,  became  well-to-do.  He  owned  broad 
acres  of  fertile  “low-grounds”  in  his  old  age.  He  made  many  rich  in  soul,  while 
the  Lord  blessed  bis  purse  and  plantations. 

Mr.  Garland’s  record  as  a self-made  man,  the  outcome  of  sanctified  native 
grit,  is  a proud  history. 

Tlis  parents  taught  him  to  be  good  from  the  cradle.  He  is  a native  of  Lun- 
enburg county,  converted  under  the  ministry  of  the  patriarch  of  the  Conference, 
the  Rev.  William  A.  Crocker,  on  West  Brunswick  Circuit.  'Through  a tier  of 
counties  from  Norfolk  to  the  Roanoke,  Surry,  Sussex,  Greenesville,  Brunswick, 
and  on  to  the  Carolina  line,  Methodism  sent  down  deep  in  distant  years  its  tap- 
root in  the  pioneer  period.  ThL  primitive  type  remains. 
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Mr.  Garland  enlisted  in  the  Conference  in  1 SI) G.  lie  was  assigned  to  Middle 
Franklin  Mission.  Wright  was  the  Field  Marshal,  Moseley  cheering  the  corps 
with  a silver  bugle.  The  report  confirms  the  surmise  of  stern  stuff  in  the  new 
recruit.  There  was  a hundred  ( lacking  one)  conversions,  and  new  churches 
came  to  the  capstone.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  Methodism  is  militant  in  that 
region.  It  is  invading  an  ancient  stronghold  of  the  “Hard  Shells.”  As  an 
illustration:  “Did  you  go  to  the  Methodist  Sunday-school  for  certain '{  Why, 
the  little  rascal  made  me  believe  he  was  going  fishing!”  So  the  primitive  Bap- 
tist Church  court  accepted  the  father’s  defence  against  the  wickedness  of  allow- 
ing his  son  to  attend  a Methodist  Sunday-school ! Garland  won  battles  in  such 
sections. 

He  is  serving  his  third  year  on  Staunton  Kiver  Mission,  And  here,  too,  con- 
versions (95)  and  other  spoils  witness  to  the  zeal  and  prudence  of  this  devoted 
man.  May  the  Lord  multiplv  such  champions! 


REV.  JAMES  E.  OYLER. 

Mr.  Oyler  was  born  December  2,  1870,  near  Ilaleford,  Franklin  county,  Va. 
II is  parents,  V.  W.  Oyler  and  M.  E.  Oyler,  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  their  devotion  to  their  Master’s  cause  led  their  son  to 
seek  Christ  early. 

He  was  converted  in  his  thirteenth  year  under  the  ministry  of  E.  V.  Goodwin, 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  joined  Oyler’ s Cliapel  with  his  parents 
during  the  same  year. 

He  spent  several  years  as  a salesman  in  stores  and  on  the  road.  Finally, 
while  salesman  for  those  godly  men,  W.  II.  Gregory  and  -I.  B.  Gregory,  of 
Lynchburg,  he  became  convinced  that  he  must  heed  the  call  of  God,  which  had 
been  troubling  him  for  some  time  to  preach  the  Gospel.  He  attended  Randolph- 
Macon  Academy  at  Bedford  City  as  long  as  lit*  could.  While  at  the  Academy 
he  was  licensed  to  preach  November  12,  1894,  entered  Conference  on  trial  No- 
vember, 1S9G,  and  was  ordained  deacon  November,  1898.  1 1 is  first  appoint- 

ment was  as  supply  on  Meadows  of  Dan  Mission,  which  he  served  one  year  be- 
fore entering  Conference!. 

Since  1896  he  has  served  the  following  charges:  Staunton  River,  West  Buck- 
ingham and  ( Uarksville. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  E.  Miller,  of  Mathews  county,  January  26, 
1898. 

Mr.  Oyler  is  six  feet,  light  hair  and  eyes;  voice  is  clear  and  musical. 

lie  loves  his  Master,  and  uses  every  opportunity  to  point  his  fellow-men 
to  the  Land)  of  God.  While  modest  almost  to  a fault,  he  is  always  greatly  be- 
loved by  his  flock,  and  Ids  ministry  is  always  attended  by  large  congregations. 
Wherever  he  has  been  he  “preaches  Christ  and  Him  crucified,”  and  presents 
the  Gospel  as  the  “Balm  in  Gilead.”  lie  heals  wounds,  but  does  not  make 
them.  lie  loves  much  and  teaches  others  to  love  one  another. 
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REV.  E.  L.  PEERMAN. 

Mr.  Peel-mail  was  born  February  7,  1874,  at  Rustburg,  Va.  1 1 is  early  life, 
like  that  of  the  Wesleys,  was  blessed  with  the  refining  influences  of  conse- 
crated Christian  parents.  In  childhood  he  came  to  know  Christ  as  a personal 
Saviour,  and  that  meant  to  him:  ‘‘I’ll  go  where  you  want  me  to  go,  dear  Lord; 
I’ll  be  what  you  want  me  to  be.”  With  the  divine  light  shining  in  upon  his 
mind  at  the  conversion,  he,  like  Paul,  interpreted  the  handwriting  of  God  on  his 
conscience  that  he  was  chosen  to  herald  abroad  tbe  good  news  of  the  Christ. 
In  obedience  to  this  call  to  preach  he  began  earnestly  to  prepare  for  his  di- 
vinely chosen  mission. 

In  September,  1892,  Brother  Peerman  entered  Randolph-Macon  College, 
where  he  spent  four  successive  years.  While  at  college  he  won  and  held  the 
entire  confidence  of  both  students  and  Faculty.  In  the  class-room  he  stood  in 
the  front  rank  as  a diligent  and  thorough  student.  lie  was  also  a leader  in 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  in  recognition  of  his  faithful  labors  the  Association  sent 
him  in  1894  as  their  delegate  to  the  Summer  School  at  Northfield,  Mass. 

In  November,  1890,  he  joined  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  was  sent  to  Ac- 
comac  Courthouse,  Va.  Afterwards  he  served  as  pastor  of  the  charge  at  Ber- 
lin, Mid.,  and  at  Floyd  Street,  Danville,  Va.  As  pastor  of  those  churches  he 
showed  special  talents  in  the  pastoral  care  and  instruction  of  children. 

lie  returned  to  Randolph-Macon  College  in  1899,  where  at  the  close  of  the 
same  session  he  graduated  with  the  A.  B.  degree.  This  year  he  entered  the 
Vanderbilt  University  with  the  purpose  of  spending  three  sessions  there  in  the 
Theological  Department. 

Brother  Peerman  is  a deeply  pious  and  thoroughly  consecrated  young  man, 
humble  and  sweet-spirited,  lie  loves  the  Church,  and  is  a true  Methodist 
preacher  in  being  willing  to  go  anywhere  in  all  the  world  that  the  Church  may 
choose  to  send  him.  We  predict  for  him  a bright  and  useful  career. 


REV.  JOHN  EDWARD  WHITE. 

Mir.  White  is  of  a choice  type  of  Methodism.  His  parents,  the  Rev.  John 
French  White  and  Martha  C.  White,  were  Methodists  of  Methodists.  lie  was 
born  August  26,  1865,  in  York  county,  Va. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  was  converted,  and  joined  Providence 
church.  From  childhood  he  has  loved  the  Church  and  Sunday-school  work, 
and  desired  to  do  what  good  he  could.  In  the  Sunday-school  he  has  tilled 
the  offices  of  librarian,  secretary,  treasurer,  teacher,  assistant  superintendent 
and  superintendent.  The  school  was  in  a prosperous  condition  during  the 
five  years  of  his  superintendency,  and  presented  him  with  a silver  cup  as  a 
token  of  appreciation. 

His  early  education  was  confined  to  the  public  and  private  schools  of  the 
county,  but  by  close  application  and  perseverance  lie  was  able  to  pass  ex- 
amination and  obtain  a certificate  to  teach  in  the  public  schools.  lie  im- 
proved himself  by  attending  several  summer  normal  institutes  for  teachers. 
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He  says:  “From  boyhood  1 felt  that  I ought  to  preach,  hut  shrank  from  it.” 
He  was  first  licensed  to  exhort,  and  in  1893  was  licensed  to  preach,  but  feel- 
ing the  need  of  a better  education  he  attended  Randolph-Macon  College  ses- 
sion of  1893  and  1894.  Before  the  close  of  the  session  his  health  gave  way, 
and  he  had  to  return  home.  The  next  fall  he  again  devoted  himself  to  teach- 
ing and  home  Church  work. 

In  1890  the  District  Conference  of  the  Richmond  District  at  Williams- 
burg recommended  him  to  the  Virginia  Conference  as  a suitable  person  to 
be  admitted  on  trial.  At  the  Conference  held  in  Lynchburg  in  1890  he  was 
admitted  on  trial — Bishop  Duncan  presiding — and  was  sent  to  Cheriton, 
Eastern  Shore  District.  He  remained  there  two  years  and  did  good  work. 
The  two  churches  were  strengthened  numerically  and  spiritually. 

Like  his  father,  among  the  neighbors  and  people  with  whom  they  were 
reared  and  lived,  they  have  their  confidence  and  esteem — ever  ready  in  all 
good  and  useful  work — leaders  in  the  temperance  cause,  devoted  to  Metho- 
dism, fervent  in  their  religious  profession. 

On  May  84,  1899,  lie  was  married  to  Miss  T.  Lilian  Wilson,  of  Cheriton,  Va. 

ITe  is  now  serving  his  third  year  on  the  Berlin  Circuit;  has  had  good  re- 
vivals, and  the  Lord  is  blessing  his  labors. 


REV.  JAMES  EDWARDS  BROOKS. 

A hearty,  whole-souled  companionable  preacher  responds  to  the  above  name 
on  the  roll  of  the  Virginia  Annual  Conference.  Dr.  Lafferty  would  call  him  “a 
clubablc  person.”  Without  shining  talents  or  broad  and  deep  erudition,  he  is, 
nevertheless,  a good  and  useful  preacher  and  successful  pastor,  lie  brings 
things  to  pass  for  the  Lord,  and  in  the  brief  space  of  four  years  one  hundred 
souls  have  been  converted  under  his  ministry. 

He  is  a native  of  Mathews,  which  county  has  given  many  and  useful  preach- 
ers to  the  Virginia  Conference — Humphrey  Billups,  Thomas  Diggs,  Hobday, 
the  Greens  (two  of  them),  W.  J.  Williams,  Bentley  and  others  now  coming. 
He  was  born  on  Milford  Haven  July  3,  1S(>7;  was  baptized  by  and  named  for 
Rev.  F.  M.  Edwards,  a great  preacher  in  Mathews  Circuit,  and  well-beloved 
pastor.  He  was  of  good  Methodist  stock,  in  which  his  section  abounds.  From 
“the  Haven”  to  “the  Point”  almost  everything  is  Methodist — to  the  number  of 
about  twelve  hundred,  and  of  the  robust  type.  “A  shout  in  the  camp”  is  often 
the  subject  of  petition  in  their  meetings,  and  “ecclesiastical  vows”  are  not  un- 
usual when  the  revival  is  up  to  the  high-water  mark.  His  parents  are  James  D. 
and  Lucy  E.  Brooks.  His  grandparents  were  Gamaliel  and  Margaret  Tilly 
and  George  Keehle  and  Elizabeth  R.  Brooks.  His  maternal  grandparents  hold 
their  membership  in  the  old  Haven  Meeting  House,  perhaps  the  first  Methodist 
Church  established  in  Mathews.  He  was  the  best  child  and  the  third  son. 
“Eddy”  was  a preacher  from  a school  boy.  11  is  teachers  relate  how  he  as- 
sembled the  school  children  in  a fence  corner,  and  with  a broken  rail  laid  up 
for  a pulpit  he  would  hold  forth  until  they  were  affected  to  tears,  when  he  would 
call  them  to  the  “mourner’s  bench.”  If  they  did  not  pray  as  they  should,  he 
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would  go  among  them,  clmek  them  down,  and  then  resume  his  prayer  or  the 
thread  of  his  discourse.  These  boyish  performances  seemed  to  point  the  way 
to  the  prophetic  office,  and  intimated  in  some  sense  the  Divine  call. 

lie  was  brought  up  in  the  Sunday-school  at  Salem  church,  which  succeeded 
the  old  Meeting  House  before  mentioned.  lie  was  converted  in  August,  1S82; 
undcr  the  ministry  of  Rev.  George  C.  Yanderslice,  of  precious  memory,  in  a 
gracious  revival  during  the  last  year  of  his  pastorate  on  Mathews  Circuit,  and 
united  with  Salem  church.  His  name  was  entered  on  the  Register  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Rev.  George  C.  Yanderslice:  “Reci’d  by  prof.  Aug.  1882.” 
From  this  time  until  his  twenty-seventh  year  he  was  for  the  most  part  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits  at  Fitchett’s  Wharf,  at  Whitestone,  Lancaster,  at  Nor- 
folk with  Whitehurst  & Dozier,  and  with  Watt,  Rettew  & Clay,  in  all  which 
he  was  esteemed  for  probity  of  character  and  application  to  business.  At  an 
evangelistic  meeting  in  Norfolk  during  this  period,  realizing  that  lie  had  drifted 
from  God  and  indulged  in  pleasures  that  laid  a burden  on  his  conscience,  he 
distinctly,  deliberately  re-consecrated  himself  to  God.  Then  the  call  to  preach 
revived,  and  a clamor  was  heard  in  his  inmost  soul.  Immediately  he  conferred 
not  with  flesh  and  blood,  but  relinquished  a good  business  prospect  to  respond 
to  the  call.  Feeling  his  need  of  educational  equipment,  he  entered  the  Ran- 
dolph-Macon  Academy  in  1894,  where  he  spent  three  sessions.  January  1, 
181)7,  he  was  employed  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Vaden,  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  District,  and  sent  to  Dorchester  Circuit.  From  the  start  the  work  pros- 
pered in  his  hands.  Homes  unused  to  the  presence  of  the  preacher  were  en- 
tered, the  poor  and  needy  and  sick  soon  found  a friend  in  him,  congregations  in- 
creased. A gracious  revival  swept  over  the  charge.  He  reported  to  the  en- 
suing Conference  considerable  increase  of  membership  and  every  interest  of  the 
Church  in  good  condition.  November,  181)7,  he  was  received  into  (lie  Confer- 
ence on  trial  at  its  session  in  Danville  and  returned  to  Dorchester.  After  serv- 
ing two  years  this  kind  and  liberal  people,  he  was  assigned  to  Wicomico  in  1900. 

January  20,  1898,  he. was  happily  married  to  Miss  Jennie  Harrington,  of 
Madison,  which  union  has  been  blessed  with  the  gift  of  a fine  boy,  Master  Ed- 
w;  mis  11  arrington. 

lie  is  now  in  his  second  year  on  South  Dorchester,  where  he  acceptably  serves 
a kind  and  liberal  people. 


REV.  J.  FRANKLIN  CAREY,  A. 'M. 

Mr.  Carey  was  born  in  Worcester  county,  Md.,  February  12,  1878.  He  is 
the  son  of  Josiali  -I.  and  Susan  M.  Carey. 

In  the  year,  1888,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  E.  A.  Gibbs,  he  was  converted 
to  God,  and  united  with  the  Church  at  Bishopvillo,  on  the  Berlin  Circuit.  In 
the  year,  1895,  he  graduated  at  Washington  College,  Md.,  and  received  the  de- 
gree of  A.  M.  from  the  same  institution  in  the  year  1898.  After  his  gradua- 
tion lie  was  appointed  Principal  of  the  Grammar  school  at  Bishopville,  in  his 
native  county,  whore  he  served  three  years. 

In  the  year  1898,  at  the  District  Conference  which  convened  at  Onancock, 
Ya.,  he  was  licensed  to  preach.  During  tin*  summer  of  that  year  he  acted  as 
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a supply  on  the  Wicomico  Circuit  in  place  of  Rev.  C.  11.  Galloway  during  his 
temporary  illness.  Here  he  had  great  success,  and  was  exceedingly  popular 
with  all  classes.  At  the  ensuing  session  of  the  Virginia  Conference,  held  at 
Portsmouth,  Va.,  he  was  received  on  trial  in  the  traveling  connection,  and  was 
appointed  hy  Bishop  Hargrove  to  Port  Norfolk  Station,  where  he  continued 
his  services  two  years.  In  this  young  and  growing  charge  he  has  done  a tine 
work,  and  is  deservedly  held  in  high  esteem  hy  his  Church  and  by  the  community 
generally.  He  is  pastor  of  kit.  Vernon,  near  Norfolk,  Va. 

Mr.  Carey  is  of  medium  height,  spare  built,  of  dark  complexion,  with  dark 
hair  and  eyes.  His  face  indicates  honesty  and  sincerity.  In  the  pulpit  he  is 
calm  and  self-possessed,  rarely,  or  never,  becoming  unduly  excited  or  animated. 
His  sermons  show  the  result  of  careful  study  and  preparation.  The  most 
thoughtful  hearer  is  his  greatest  admirer.  Such  a man  will  grow. 

In  the  social  cirplc  Mr.  Carey  exhibits  the  elements  that  go  to  make  up  the 
successful  pastor.  He  is  genial  and  pleasant,  without  compromising  his  dig- 
nity by  excess  of  levity.  His  life  has  promise  of  great  usefulness. 


REV.  L.  HUNTER  EARLY. 

Mr.  Early  manifests  in  many  directions  tin*  virtues  of  honored  parents, 
and  noble  ancestors.  He  is  the  son  of  Sarah  A.  and  J.  W.  Early,  great 
nephew  of  Bishop  Early,  cousin  of  Rev.  Thomas  IT.  Early,  also  cousin  of  the 
late  General  Jubal  A.  Early.  His  parents  are  staunch  Presbyterians  of  the 
old  stock.  Botetourt,  his  native  county,  may  well  be  proud  of  this  gifted 
son. 

His  conversion  at  the  age  of  seventeen  was  due  largely  to  the  influence 
of  his  pious  mother,  who  from  his  earliest  childhood  taught  him  the  Word 
of  God. 

His  educational  training  was  first  received  from  the  public  schools,  after- 
wards he  attended  Sunnyside  Academy  two  years  and  Randolph-Macon  Col- 
lege three  years.  lie  joined  Conference  at  Portsmouth  in  1898,  was  sent 
to  Rockfish  Circuit,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  year. 

lie  is  an  earnest,  consecrated  preacher,  and  a most  faithful  and  efficient 
pastor.  1 1 is  sermons  are  strong  and  helpful,  clear  and  concise;  in  fact,  they 
would  do  credit  to  many  of  maturer  years.  lie  is  modest  and  discreet  and 
somewhat  retiring,  but  a man  of  strong  religious  convictions,  and  his  Chris- 
tian life  is  one  of  great  vitality.  He  walks  among  his  people  firm  in  con- 
science, clear  in  perception,  unsullied  in  integrity.  To  the  erring  ones  he 
is  ever  gentle  and  kind,  always  striving  to  lead  thirsty,  sin-sick  souls  to  the 
Fountain  of  Life.  He  never  fails  to  have  a word  of  encouragement  for  the 
disheartened,  cheer  and  comfort  for  the  distressed,  sympathy  for  those  in 
trouble,  approbation  for  those  who  merit  it.  His  is  indeed  a most  genuine 
character.  No  flaw,  no  weakness  can  be  found  in  the  sincerity  of  his  nature. 
It  can  be  truly  said  of  him  what  Carlyle  said  of  Richter,  “lie  advances  not 
with  one  faculty,  but  with  the  whole  mind — with  intellect,  pathos,  wit,  hu- 
mor, imagination — he  moves  on  like  a mighty  host  irresistible;”  and  as  he 
goes  forth  “strong  in  the  Lord  and  in  the  power  of  II  is  might”  to  meet  sue- 
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cess  and  failure,  victory  and  defeat,  sunshine  and  shadow,  surely  the  influ- 
ence of  such  a life  must  result  in  infinite  good.  Surely  its  echoes  will  “roll 
from  soul  to  soul  and  live  forever  and  ever.” 


REV.  1IENRY  W.  DUNKLEY. 

He  was  born  in  Halifax  county,  Ya.,  in  1873.  His  elementary  education 
was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  that  county.  Until  twenty  he  remained 
at  home  helping  on  the  farm  and  clerking  in  the  store.  At  the  early  age  of 
nine  he  was  converted,  but  never  remembers  the  time  when  lie  did  not  feel  deeply 
impressed  that  die  must  preach.  In  1894  he  received  local  license  to  preach, 
and  the  same  fall  entered  Cluster  Springs  High  School  and  continued  there 
for  two  years,  doing  line  work,  preparing  himself  for  the  ministry.  After 
leaving  school  he  was  employed  by  the  Presiding  Elder  to  do  evangelistic  work, 
and  in  one  of  his  meetings,  held  in  Danville,  120  souls  were  converted.  At  the 
close  of  this  meeting  a church  was  organized  by  him.  Soon  after  this  the 
Presiding  Elder  employed  him  to  take  charge  of  the  church  as  pastor.  At  once 
he  undertook  the  stupendous  work  of  building  a church  with  a seating  capacity 
of  one  thousand.  After  a great  deal  of  hard  work,  God  blessed  his  efforts  with 
success.  As  soon  as  the  church  was  completed  revival  services  were  held  by  him, 
and  235  persons  were  converted.  A large  number  of  these  united  with  his  church, 
which  he  named  Washington-Street  Tabernacle.  After  two  years  of  successful 
work  in  that  field,  he  decided  to  enter  Randolph-AIacon  College.  A few 
weeks  after  commencing  his  work  at  college  he  joined  the  Virginia  Conference, 
but  continued  Iris  work  at  college  for  two  years.  Since  leaving  in  June  he  has 
been  engaged  in  evangelistic  work.  Hundreds  of  souls  have  been  converted 
during  the  short  summer. 


REV.  FRANCIS  BLACKWELL  Me  SP  ARRAN. 

He  is  the  son  of  Rev.  J.  E.  MeSparran,  an  honored  and  useful  member  of 
the  Virginia  Conference.  He  was  born  at  Concord  Depot,  Campbell  county, 
Ya.,  June  3,  1876.  Having  been  reared  in  a godly  home,  he  soon  became  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  yielding  to  religious  instructions  and  dedicating 
himself  to  the  God  of  his  father. 

Under  the  preaching  of  Rev.  II.  E.  Johnson,  D.  D.,  at  old  Cumberland  Street 
church,  Norfolk,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  W.  G.  Starr,  D.  D.,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  he  was  happily  converted.  Two  years  after  this  he  entered  Randolph- 
Macon  College,  and  spent  four  years  in  preparing  himself  for  the  Christian 
ministry.  lie  was  admitted  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference  at  Lynch- 
burg, Va.,  November,  1896,  Bishop  W.  W.  Duncan  presiding,  lie  has  served 
with  great  acceptance  and  success  the  following  appointments:  llasker  Me- 
morial, Richmond,  Montross  Circuit,  Washington  Street,  Danville,  and  Ma- 
toaea  Station.  Bishop  Duncan,  in  1900,  selected  him  for  Surry  Circuit. 
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On  December  5,  1809,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Bessie  Helena  Diacont,  of 
Richmond,  Va.,  who,  with  great  zeal  and  consecration,  has  entered  into  all  of  his 
work. 

Mr.  McSparran  possesses  many  qualities  favorable  to  success  in  his  great 
calling.  He  is  of  medium  height,  stoutly  built,  with  a well-trained  mind  and 
untiring  zeal.  As  a student,  he  is  diligent  and  progressive. 


REV.  WALLACE  R.  EVANS. 

Mr.  Evans  was  born  in  Petersburg  on  the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans,  January  8,  1870.  His  parents  were  Richard  Evans  and  Bettie  O.,  his 
wife,  of  Welsh  and  Irish  blood,  respectively.  In  the  summer  after  Wallace’s 
birth  the  family  removed  to  Murfreesboro’,  N.  C.  There  the  child  grew  up; 
there  lie  attended  the  town  schools,  among  others  “ The  Murfreesboro’  Male 
Academy  ” ; there  at  the  early  age  of  ten  he  entered  the  Methodist  Church,  be- 
ing the  subject  of  very  early  religious  impressions,  and  having  felt  even  from 
his  earliest  childhood  that  he  must  preach  the  Gospel. 

Tn  1893,  being  then  seventeen,  he  left  Murfreesboro’  to  engage  in  business  in 
Richmond,  Va.  In  the  course  of  three  years’  life  there  lie  was  recommended  by 
the  Quarterly  Conference  of  St.  James’  church  for  local  preacher’s  license, 
which  was  granted  by  the  District  Conference  the  same  year.  In  the  autumn  of 
that  year  he  gave  up  his  position  with  Rosenbaum  & Co.  and  entered  Richmond 
College  to  prepare  himself  for  the  proper  discharge  of  his  ministerial  duties. 
At  that  institution  he  made  a favorable  impression  on  its  very  intelligent  Presi- 
dent and  others  with  whom  lie  came  in  contact,  applying  himself  to  his  studies 
with  ardor  and  self-sacrifice. 

The  Epworth  League  of  Laurel-Street  Methodist  church  had  commenced  a 
mission  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Male  Orphan  Asylum,  since  developed  into  a 
Church  called  “Epworth.”  While  at  college  Brother  Evans  was  placed  in 
charge  of  this,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  pastor  of  Laurel- Street,  Rev. 
T.  J.  Taylor,  to  whose  kindness  and  brotherly  oversight  lie  has  always  felt  much 
indebted.  While  there  a revival  meeting  resulted  in  about  eighty  professions  of 
conversion.  Here  the  young  preacher  tried  “his  ’prentice  hand”  under  an 
experienced  and  skillful  leader.  In  the  spring  of  1897,  Charles  T.  Gibbs,  the 
young  preacher  in  charge  of  Charles  City  Circuit,  sickened  and  died,  and  in 
June  Brother  Evans  was  appointed  to  fill  his  place,  and  remained  till  the  close 
of  the  Conference  year. 

At  Danville,  Va.,  in  November,  1897,  he  was  received  into  the  Virginia  Con- 
ference on  trial  and  appointed  to  West  Street,  in  Petersburg.  The  next,  year 
(1898),  he  was  appointed  to  Trinity,  Lynchburg,  where  he  is  finishing  his 
second  year,  having  been  ordained  Deacon  at  the  Conference  of  1S99,  held  in 
his  native  city. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1899,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lillie  Hearing  Mar- 
shall, of  Lynchburg,  in  every  way  a suitable  helpmeet,  whose  love  and  intelligent 
co-operation  in  his  work  does  much  to  smooth  and  brighten  his  way  in  life. 

Alas,  as  these  pages  are  passing  through  the;  press,  the  devoted  wife  is  called 
home  to  Heaven. 
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Mr.  Evans  is  a promising  preacher,  with  a lively,  vivacious  manner,  good 
voice  and  pleasing  style.  As  a pastor  he  is  faithful  and  diligent,  and,  being 
studious  and  earnest  and  free  from  eccentricities  or  unpleasant  peculiarities, 
may  he  expected  by  Divine  grace  to  move  steadily  forward  in  the  path  of  useful- 
ness and  honor.  He  is  affable,  and  makes  and  retains  friends  wherever  he  goes. 


REV.  JESSE  13.  LAVENDER. 

Mr.  Lavinder,  a young  man  of  much  promise,  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
Vn.,  September  15,  1873.  His  parents  are  Wingfield  T.  and  Almira  J.  Lavin- 
der. In  that  part  of  the  State  (Piedmont),  rendered  picturesque  by  its  varied 
elevation — for  here  the  mountains  stoop  to  kiss  the  valleys — Mr.  Lavinder,  a 
farmer  lad,  looked  upward  and  beheld  the  peaks  of  the  Blue  Ridge;  and,  while 
he  gazed  upon  them,  lofty  aspirations  were  born  in  his  young  mind.  When  he 
was  fifteen  years  of  age  these  high  aims  were  ennobled  and  hallowed  by  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  regenerating  his  heart,  which  gave  a new  impetus  and 
point  to  his  life. 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  April  7,  1891;  and,  as  a local  preacher,  he  is  said 
to  have  been  faithful. 

He  was  admitted  into  the  Virginia  Conference  on  trial  November,  189G.  and 
sent  as  “junior  preacher”  to  Albemarle  Circuit  with  Ivev.  D.  G.  C.  Butts 
as  his  senior.  They  had  a good  year.  At  the  close  of  that  year  lie  was  appointed 
to  “Meadows  of  Dan  Mission,”  where 4he  Lord  blessed  and  used  him  abundantly, 
lie  is  now  on  East  Halifax. 

In  a recent  letter  he  writes:  “The  spiritual  condition  of  the  churches  is  bet- 
ter than  usual.  T mean  to  work  the  mission  for  everything  it  is  worth  this 
year  and  bring  I lie  best  report  to  Conference  ever  yet  brought  from  this  part 
of  the  moral  vineyard.” 

Mr.  Lavinder  was  married  to  Miss  Nettie  E.  Nash,  of  Franklin  county,  Va., 
June  23,  1898. 


REV.  JOHN  R.  EGGLESTON. 

lie  is  a student  at  our  College,  whetting  his  axe.  lie  has  also  the  advantage 
of  training  at  the  Academy.  The  wholesome  condition  of  a youth  reared  on  a 
farm  is  a possession  of  value;  and,  in  addition,  he  has  had  experience  in  com- 
mercial pursuits,  where  human  nature  is  mirrored. 

His  parents  were  Gay  F.  and  Elizabeth  Eggleston.  He  is  of  an  old,  solid, 
worthy  Virginia  family,  in  comfortable  circumstances.  John  was  born  in  1873. 
II is  mother  was  a Baptist,  a saintly  woman,  and  from  his  infancy  he  was  tutored 
in  the  ways  of  righteousness  by  her  words  and  examples.  The  father  came  into 
the  Church  since  the  son  joined  the  ministry.  With  these  worthy  people,  the 
boy  remained  till  his  majority. 
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It  is  fortunate  for  our  Conference  that  we  are  drawing  our  forces  in  part 
from  this  class.  It  has  all  the  best  elements  of  physical  development  that  the 
country  gives.  And,  going  from  the  pure  air  and  untainted  environments  into 
a Christian  college,  thence  into  the  Conference — what  more  could  we  ask? 
These  new  men  seem  to  bring  a breath  of  health,  of  lung,  lip  and  heart. 


REV.  PATRICK  II.  CLEMENTS. 

Mr.  Clements  has  for  ancestors  Methodist  people  for  a hundred  years;  so  he 
has  a right  to  shout,  on  proper  occasions.  His  birthplace  was  on  the  rich  level 
of  blue  grass  found  all  along  the  platform  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  He  dates  from 
October  9,  1861.  He  was  blessed  with  the  favor  of  working  on  a farm  in  early 
life.  It  beats  a gymnasium  to  strengthen  the  thews  and  tendons  of  a young  fel- 
low. And  he  learns  much  of  the  things  needful  in  the  country  pulpit,  as  illus- 
trations and  the  drift  of  thought,  lie  also  was  clerk  in  a store,  another  valuable 
aid  in  knowing  the  people.  Our  Academy  at  Bedford  and  our  College  at  Ash- 
land educated  Mr.  Clements,  “in  book-learning.” 

He  is  stout  for  his  inches,  live  feet  nine;  105  pounds;  hair,  auburn;  voice 
clear,  sonorous,  reaching,  lie  speaks  with  moderate  speed,  perhaps  faster  than 
the  average. 

lie  came  into  the  Conference  in  the  usual  way  in  1895.  He  and  Miss  Coffey 
were  married  April  19,  1899.  They  have  a clever  boy  to  gladden  their  hearts. 

Mr.  Clements  served  two  years  at  South  View  and  Providence,  near  Lynch- 
burg, and  then  was  assigned  to  Lunenburg,  where  he  now  expounds.  lie  has 
made  marked  improvements  in  the  material  and  spiritual  condition  of  his 
present  charge.  There  is  much  subterranean,  wholesome  humor  in  “Pat” 
Clements,  which  bubbles  up  at  times.  And,  withal,  the  grave  questions  he  is 
charged  to  expound,  fill  his  soul  with  profound  seriousness. 


REV.  JOHN  COURTENAY  HARRY. 

Mr.  Ilarry  is  the  fourth  son  of  Rev.  William  Thomas  Harry  and  Eliza  Jane 
Pascoe;  was  born  in  Cornwall  county,  England,  January  15,  1873.  1 1 is  parents 

moved  to  America  in  October,  1883. 

Rev.  William  Thomas  Harry  and  his  devoted  wife  were  pious,  god-fearing 
parents,  and  reared  a large  family  in  the  fear  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  all 
of  whom,  at  an  early  age,  were  brought,  into  the  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  joined  the  Methodist  Church  at  Gum  Spring,  on 
the  West  Goochland  Circuit,  in  the  fall  of  1886,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev. 
R.  II.  Mullen.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  felt  the  Spirit  of  God  calling  him  to 
preach  the  Gospel.  Six  years  later,  September,  1S93,  the  Spirit  of  God  came 
with  greater  force,  and  he  gave  himself  up  to  follow  where  the  Spirit  led.  God 
opened  the  way,  and  in  the  fall  of  1894  he  entered  Randolph- Macon  College  and 
remained  there  two  years. 
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In  Danville,  in  1897,  Mr.  Harry  was  received  on  trial  in  the  Conference, 
and  was  stationed  at  Floyd  Street,  Danville.  At  the  Conference  of  1898  he 
was  sent  to  Franklin  Circuit,  and  returned  in  1899. 

Mr.  Harry  is  squarely  built,  full-cliested,  broad-shouldered,  five  feet  seven 
inches  high,  and  weighs  135  pounds.  lie  has  deep-blue  eyes,  dark  hair,  and 
fair  complexion. 

On  July  17,  1900,  at  Red  Valley  church,  Franklin  Circuit,  Mr.  Harry  was 
happily  married  to  Miss  Julia  Elizabeth  Price,  daughter  of  the  late  John  IV. 
Price,  of  Franklin  county. 

Mr.  Harry’s  service  has  been  short  but  most  fruitful.  He  is  deeply  pious, 
very  modest,  and  unceasingly  diligent.  Such  a transparently  true  man  im- 
presses individuals  and  congregations.  As  a preacher  he  is  entirely  free  from 
all  artificiality.  11  is  spiritual  life  is  of  the  same  type  with  his  physical— -it  is 
healthy,  robust  and  attractive. 

There  is  the  promise  of  a long  and  useful  career  to  this  exceptionally  fine 
young  preacher. 


REV.  WALTER  J.  WILLIAMS. 

Mr.  Williams  was  born  in  Mathews  county,  Virginia,  during  the  month  of 
February,  in  the  year  1808. 

In  his  seventeenth  year  he  was  converted  at  the  Mathews  tabernacle  and 
joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev. 
George  C.  Vanderslice. 

Before  his  conversion,  far  back  in  boyhood’s  days,  an  inward  influence  directed 
his  heart  and  mind  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  This  feeling  gained  strength, 
and  became  more  clear  as  a distinct  call  to  the  work,  after  his  conversion  and 
union  with  the  Church.  But  a painful  accident — the  loss  of  a hand  by  the  ex- 
plosion of  a gun  soon  after  his  conversion — led  him  to  doubt  the  call  and  culmi- 
nated in  the  decision  to  fit  himself  for  a secular  calling,  lie  entered  the  Bryant 
it  Stratton  Business  College,  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  in  due  time  gradu- 
ated therefrom. 

Strange  to  say,  on  leaving  the  college,  there  came  to  him  a call  of  God  to 
preach  that  impressed  itself  with  such  distinctness  that  he  at  once  prepared  to 
obey  it.  ft  was  clear,  unmistakable,  imperative.  For  some  years  lie  gave  him- 
self to  a preparation  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  closing  this  preparation  with 
a period  at  Randolph-Macon  College. 

Tn  Petersburg,  November,  1891,  he  joined  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  was 
sent  to  the  Forth  Pittsylvania  Circuit.  The  following  year  he  served  as  junior 
preacher  on  Purigoteague  Circuit,  with  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Anderson.  In  November, 
1893,  he  was  appointed  to  Culpeper  Circuit,  where  he  remained  four  years.  At 
this  date  (October,  1900)  he  is  closing  his  third  year  on  West  Charlotte  Circuit. 

In  December,  1893,  Mr.  Williams  married  Miss  Mary  L.  Kdwards,  of 
Mathews  county,  Virginia,  who  has  proved  in  every  sense  a helpmeet  indeed. 

No  young  man  in  our  Conference  has  grown  more  steadily,  continuously  and 
in  so  many  improving  ways  as  Walter  J.  Williams.  He  has  grown  physically 
into  fine  proportions,  commanding  presence,  and  grace  of  movement.  He  has 
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grown  intellectually.  1 Le  is  a student  of  men  and  books;  but  above  all,  lie  is  a 
student  of  the  Book  of  books.  11  is  devotion  to  the  study  of  the  Bible  is  remark- 
able even  among  ministers.  Joseph  Parker  avers  that  above  all  the  volumes  in 
his  study,  he  prizes  the  copy  of  the  Bible  whose  text  is  almost  concealed  by  his 
pencilled  comments  and  thoughts.  The  margins  of  Mr.  Williams’s  study  bible 
are  pencilled  with  seed  thoughts  and  comments  that  are  creeping  over  the  text 
as  the  days  go  by.  lie  has  grown  spiritually.  Tender,  gentle  as  a woman,  meek, 
lowly  of  heart,  he  is  also  a strong,  a manly  Christian.  His  religion  is  of  the 
type  that  is  beautiful  to  the  mind  and  heart  of  its  possessor,  and  very  helpful 
and  cheering  to  his  fellow  men. 

He  is  a strong  and  growing  preacher,  lie  successfully  cares  for  and  wisely 
manages  all  the  affairs  of  his  charge.  ISTo  department  of  the  work  is  ignored  or 
neglected.  He  is  not  only  popular,  but  is  also  greatly  beloved. 


REV.  JOSEPH  D.  LANGLEY. 

AI r.  Langley’s  parents  were  Charles  II.  and  Portia  V.  Langley  ; place  of  birth, 
Norfolk,  Ya. ; date,  on  August  27,  1807.  Parents  were  active  Christians  and 
loyal  Methodists;  early  influences,  all  religious.  He  was  converted  under  the 
ministry  of  Rev.  Joseph  11.  Riddick  at  the  age  of  twelve,  and  joined  Granby 
Street  church.  He  was  almost  continually  engaged  in  some  form  of  religious 
work — teaching  and  superintending  Sunday-school — until  he  went  to  college. 

Earlier  education  was  received  in  the  city  schools  of  Norfolk  and  the  Norfolk 
Male  Academy.  He  entered  Randolph-Macon  College  on  the  1st  of  February, 
1892,  and  took  his  academic  training  there,  lie  went  to  Vanderbilt  University 
in  November,  1894,  and  graduated  from  the  Biblical  Department  in  June,  1897. 
He  had  fair  success  in  his  school  career. 

1 1 is  first  appointment  was  to  Belmont  church,  Charlottesville,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year,  and  was  then  transferred  to  the  charge  at  West  Norfolk,  and 
stayed  there  during  1899.  At  the  Petersburg  Conference,  in  November,  1899, 
he  was  sent  to  AVest  End  church,  Hampton,  Va.,  where  he  is  now  serving  his 
second  year. 

Mr.  Langley  received  at  Randolph-Macon  College  the  Declamation  and  the 
Sutherlin  medals.  He  is  a student,  but  no  pedant.  He  is  a pastor.  Books 
do  not  anchor  his  feet,  lie  has  energy,  but  mixed  with  love  of  quiet  hours,  so 
there  is  never  a case  of  the  fidgets  or  perpetual  and  aimless  pottering. 

His  voice  is  deep,  full,  resonant;  gestures,  numerous  but  easy.  He  does  not 
stand,  like  a graven  image,  in  the  pulpit.  lie  has  movement  and  animation. 
His  sermons  are  prepared  out  of  the  old  Gospel  themes;  no  sensation  nor  pic- 
turesque titles.  He  feeds  the  flock — a shepherd. 

Mr.  Langley  is  not  without  adaptation  for  revival  work.  He  brings  to  pass 
best,  things.  There  are  results.  The  work  in  his  pastorates  show  gain  in 
finances  and  healthy  growth. 

Mr.  Langley  draws  the  beam  at  120  pounds;  height,  five  foot  six  inches; 
eyes  and  hair,  dark  brown — almost  black. 
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REV.  SAMUEL  R.  1)  RE  WRY. 

Mr.  Drewry  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Ya.,  -Inly  12,  1862.  Ilis  parents 
were  Richard  and  Jane  Drewry.  lie  had  serious  impressions  on  the  subject  of 
religion  when  but  a child.  The  fear  of  death  tormented  him.  He  realized  that 
he  was  a sinner  “without  hope  and  without  God  in  the  world,”  but  fought  against 
his  convictions.  He  was  sometimes  deeply  affected  under  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel.  lie  had  a singular  conviction  long  before  his  conversion,  that  he 
would  some  day  be  called  to  the  ministry.  An  enduring  impression  was  wrought 
on  his  mind  by  the  first  sermon  he  heard  Rev.  J.  11.  Amiss  (the  Elder  of  the 
District)  preach  at  Rock  Spring  church,  in  Franklin  county,  where  Mr.  Drewry 
was  born  again.  He  has  never  forgotten  the  text — “The  Kingdom  of  God  is  not 
meat  and  drink,  but  righteousness  and  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.” 
The  sermon  thrilled  him  and  caused  him  to  long  after  the  “righteousness  and 
peace  and  joy  in  the  Iloly  Ghost”  of  which  the  Elder  spoke.  He  was  happily 
converted  in  a short  time  after  this  event  and  joined  the  Methodist  Church  in 
October,  1889.  The  next  May  he  was  licensed  to  preach  and  joined  the  Vir- 
ginia Annual  Conference  on  trial  in  the  following  November.  Ilis  first  charge 
was  the  Henry  Circuit,  and  he  is  sure  that  no  one  ever  launched  out  into  the 
itinerant  ministry  with  greater  anxiety  than  did  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Drewry,  without  question,  has  no  little  quaking  of  nerves,  but  there  is 
record  of  “men  of  statue”  who,  in  the  initial  hour  of  their  ministry,  confessed 
to  utter  despair — Dibrell,  Duncan  and  preachers  of  their  renown  and  powers. 

Mr.  Drewry  has  served  cliieHy  charges  in  the  Danville  District  ; and  far  from 
collapse,  he  has  wrought  to  the  edification  of  the  people  and  to  the  upbuilding 
of  our  Zion,  lie  is  now  in  Culpeper,  ready  for  every  word  and  work  in  the  line 
of  duty.  He  can  he  counted  on  to  acquit  himself  like  a man.  The  rugged 
features  portray  the  stern  qualities  of  tin1  heroic  spirit  within. 


REV.  W.  ELLINGTON  MOORE. 

Mr.  Moore  is  pastor  of  Grace  church,  Newport  News.  He  is  a native  of  'ride- 
water  Virginia.  Ilis  birthplace  is  York  county.  'The  native  day  was  December 
27,  1872.  On  attaining  bis  majority,  he  was  brought  to  Jesus  under  the  preach- 
ing of  the  venerable  and  godly  Rev.  Joseph  PI.  Potts.  lie  connected  himself 
with  our  Church  on  that  charge.  In  1897,  he  enlisted  in  the  Virginia  corps  of 
Southern  Methodism.  Ilis  first  service  was  on  the  Chase  City  Circuit,  continu- 
ing till  the  Conference  of  1900,  when  he  was  assigned  to  his  present  parish. 

Mr.  Moore  is  stout,  pulling  the  beam  at  170.  He  has  an  excellent  physical 
outfit,  lie  is  of  medium  height.  His  hair  is  brown,  eyes  gray,  lie  is  unmar- 
ried. He  uses  books  diligently,  but  is  not  a recluse,  for  he  visits  his  people. 
He  has  aptness  for  pastoral  oversight. 

1 Ie  uses  notes  in  the  pulpit.  He  never  reads  a sermon.  Ilis  discourses  end 
when  the  sand  in  the  hour-glass  runs  half  out — thirty  minutes.  As  he  speaks 
briskly,  the  sermon  is,  in  fact,  the  usual  forty-minute  speech. 

He  believes  in  revivals,  though  he  makes  no  pretensions  to  the  role  of  an  evan- 
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gelist.  He  is  successful  in  continued  meetings.  In  physical  frame,  in  mental 
furniture  and  in  elevated  moral  purpose,  Mr.  Moore  bids  fair  to  compass  best 
events  for  bis  own  upbuilding  in  character  for  the  welfare  of  Zion  and  weal  of 
society.  II  is  future  as  regards  an  honorable  and  useful  career  seems  assured. 


REV.  WILLIAM  LEWIS  JONES. 

Mr.  Jones  was  born  in  Gloucester  county,  near  Sign  Pine,  in  18GG.  In  the 
public  schools  of  this  county  be  received  bis  elementary  education. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the  mercantile  business  as  clerk,  and  worked 
in  this  capacity  until  he  became  twenty-one  years  old,  then  he  started  in  business 
for  himself,  and  continued  it  very  successfully  for  live  years.  About  the  end  of 
the  last  year  he  felt  deeply  impressed  that  it  was  his  duty  to  preach.  Very 
soon  after  he  sold  out  at  a heavy  loss  and  started  to  school.  In  the  fall  of  1894 
he  entered  Randolpli-Macon  Academy  and  remained  a year.  Here  he  gained 
special  distinction  as  a scholar,  and  won  the  debater’s  medal.  The  following 
September  be  entered  Randolpli-Macon  College,  and  continued  his  work  there 
nearly  three  years.  In  November,  1898,  he  joined  the  Virginia  Conference. 
His  first  appointment  was  Asbury,  Manchester.  The  following  November  he 
was  sent  to  West  Point,  Va.  After  spending  a very  successful  year,  he  was 
selected  for  New  Kent  Circuit,  where  he  now  is. 

On  Tuesday,  November  13,  1900,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Norment, 
a lady  of  many  excellent  traits. 

This  condensed  record  lets  light  into  a life.  The  “forsaking  all”  was  the 
apostolic  custom.  Happy  is  the  preacher  who  can  test  his  own  sincerity  by  a 
deed  of  self-sacrifice.  It  certifies  the  public  that  a true  man  is  seeking  their 
advantage,  and  not  his  own  gain.  Woe  worth  the  day  when  the  pulpit  became 
a prize  to  ambition  and  a “best  business.” 


REV.  ROBERT  E.  BARRETT. 

The  early  part  of  his  life  was  spent  on  the  farm,  attending  the  country  schools 
and  as  clerk  in  a country  store,  lie  was  converted  at  a meeting  conducted  by 
Rev.  M.  B.  Barrett,  of  the  Christian  Church  (O’Kelly  Methodists),  in  August, 
187G,  and  at  once  connected  himself  with  that  denomination,  continuing  in  it 
nine  years. 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  among  that  people  in  November,  1880,  ordained  in 
1882,  and  held  appointments  in  the  counties  of  Southampton,  Sussex  and  Surry 
until  November,  1885,  when  he  was  received  in  full  connection  into  the  Virginia 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

At  that  Conference  he  was  appointed  to  South  Dorchester  Circuit,  Maryland, 
where  he  served  one  year.  At  the  Conference  of  1886  he  was  sent  to  the  Caroline 
Circuit,  serving  four  years;  in  1890  he  was  sent  to  King  and  Queen;  in  1892, 
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Surry;  in  1893,  West  End  Mission,  Petersburg;  in  1895,  Blandford;  in  1899, 
Cape  Charles,  where  lie  is  now  serving  his  second  year. 

J[e  has  black  hair,  large,  brown  eyes;  small,  dark  mustache,  lie  is  five  feet 
ten  and  a half  inches  high,  and  weighs  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds. 

lie  was  happily  married  to  Miss  E.  E.  Burruss,  of  Richmond  city,  on  August 
8,  1889. 

Mr.  Barrett  is  a native  of  Southampton  county,  Virginia;  born  April  12, 
1858.  His  parents,  John  B.  and  Lucy  G.  Barrett,  were  consistent  members  of 
the  Church. 

Mr.  Barrett  has  experience  in  his  work;  is  a Methodist  by  choice,  after  a ser- 
vice in  another  denomination,  and  bis  vigilance,  energy  and  loyalty  will  re- 
dound to  bis  credit  and  the  good  of  the  Church. 


REV.  THOMAS  S.  L K1TCI1. 

Mr.  Leitcli  is  the  son  of  a Methodist  nobleman — Thomas  M.  Leitch,  of  Buck- 
ingham, Va.  The  young  man  could  not  have  desired  superior  surroundings  to 
inspire  him  with  elevated  purposes  of  life.  lie  was  born  under  the  ancestral 
rooftree  in  1805,  June  14th.  When  he  reached  bis  majority,  the  grand  Vir- 
ginia gentleman,  upright  citizen  and  devout  Christian,  died.  Upon  the  son, 
Thomas,  came  the  cares  of  the  family.  lie  gave  bis  best  exertions  without  stint 
to  the  task  set  him  by  the  loss  of  the  head  of  the  family.  Twelve  years  after- 
wards, lie  received  the  divine  monition,  summoning  him  to  service  in  the 
sanctuary.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Conference  in  1898,  and  then  at- 
tended Randolph-Macon.  At  the  succeeding  session,  lie  took  the  field,  assigned 
to  North  Bedford  Circuit.  He  was  returned  to  the  same  work  at  the  ensuing 
Conference. 

Mr.  Leitch  is  a superb  specimen  of  robust  manhood.  Though  past  thirty, 
the  bloom  of  boyhood  remains  on  his  cheeks.  With  this  physical  basis  for  suc- 
cess, superadded  to  the  inherited  virtues,  the  future  has  in  keeping  for  him  a 
career  of  distinction  and  moral  worth.  The  Church  will  be  bis  debtor  for  best 
service. 

He  married  Miss  Inez  Smith,  of  Spottsvl vania,  in  1895. 


REV.  WILLIAM  B.  MOORE. 

Mr.  Moore  is  a native  of  Campbell  county,  Va.,  dating  bis  birth  from  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1865.  Uis  early  life  in  those  rude  years  following  the  civil  war, 
during  social  and  industrial  convulsions,  had  the  usual  experience  of  the  Vir- 
ginia boy  on  a farm — work.  At  sixteen,  by  consent  of  bis  father,  he  went  to 
Baltimore,  where  he  studied  and  worked  by  turns.  At  nineteen,  he  taught  in 
winter,  studied  and  worked  during  vacations. 

At  twenty  came  the  call  to  preach,  lie  attended  Randolph-Macon  two  years, 
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and  was  admitted  to  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  where  lie  served  seven 
years  in  successful  pastorates.  In  November,  1898,  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Virginia  Conference  and  assigned  to  Surry  Circuit,  which  he  served  two  years. 
He  is  now  the  pastor  at  Matoaca.  The  reports  from  his  charge  show  industry 
and  enterprise.  He  has  wrought  out  his  own  career.  The  story  shows  t lie  ele- 
ments of  firm  fibre  and  resolute  purpose.  The  factors  of  success  belong  to  him. 
The  likeness  well  represents  jM r.  Moore  to  the  eye. 


REV.  JOSEPH  N.  LATHAM. 

One  would  turn  in  passing  to  look  again  at  the  face  of  Rev.  J.  N.  Latham. 
A face  like  his  clearly  indicates  perfect  poise  of  the  mind  and  genuine  sincerity 
of  the  heart.  A more  modest  man,  a more  gentle  spirit  we  have  not  among  us. 
He  is  quiet  and  reserved  in  manner,  his  voice  is  seldom  heard  on  the  Conference 
floor,  and  there  are  few  who  feel  that  they  really  know  him.  Yet  he  is  far 
from  being  cold  or  indifferent,  for  children  love  him.  To  those  with  whom 
he  is  thrown  in  intimate  association  he  opens  the  door  of  his  soul  in  the  most 
cordial  friendship. 

Joseph  N.  Latham  was  born  in  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  May  15,  1868.  His  parents 
were  Joseph  A.  and  Martha  Norman  Latham.  On  his  mother’s  side  he  came  of 
ministerial  stock,  Rev.  W.  C.  Norman,  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  being 
a cousin,  and  Rev.  Alfred  Norman,  well  known  two  generations  ago  in  North 
Carolina  Methodism,  having  been  a great-uncle. 

He  has  enjoyed  fine  educational  advantages— first  at  the  Academy  in  Onan- 
cock,  Va.,  then  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  then  at  Randolph-Macon 
College,  Ashland,  Va.  In  each  of  these  institutions  he  stood  at  the  head  of  his 
classes.  At  Randolph-Macon  he  received  the  Pace  medal  for  English  essay,  his 
subject  being,  “Tennyson  and  1 1 is  Masters.”  He  also  received  the  medal  for 
oratory  from  the  Washington  Literary  Society  of  the  same  institution.  At 
college  he  was  a hard  student,  storing  his  well-trained  mind,  not  only  with  the 
subjects  in  the  regular  course  of  study,  but  also  doing  a great  deal  of  general 
reading.  He  cultivated  his  fondness  for  literature,  and  to-day  he  is  a lover  of 
books.  He  has  always  been  a very  discriminating  student,  buying  and  reading 
only  the  very  best  books. 

Mr.  Latham  joined  the  Virginia  Conference  at  its  session  in  Norfolk,  Novem- 
ber, 1892,  and  was  sent  to  Highland  Park,  Richmond,  Va.,  where  he  remained 
four  years.  He  was  then  sent  to  Williamsburg,  Va.,  where  his  ministry  was 
greatly  blessed  for  three  years.  At  the  Conference  in  Petersburg,  November, 
1899,  he  was  sent  to  Park  View,  Portsmouth,  Va.,  which  church  he  is  now  serv- 
ing with  great  acceptability.  lie  is  a good  pastor,  looking  well  after  all  the 
interests  of  the  church.  He  visits  the  sick  and  is  especially  sympathetic  and 
helpful  to  those  who  are  in  trouble.  Rut  the  strongest  point  in  his  work  is  his 
preaching  ability.  Tn  the  pulpit  he  has  few  equals  among  his  brethren.  He  is 
an  expository  preacher,  unfolding  the  text  and  presenting  its  true  meaning 
in  clear,  strong,  chaste  language.  No  one  can  fail  to  understand  what  he  says. 
He  prepares  carefully,  writes  much,  but  speaks  without  the  assistance  of  manu- 
script or  sermon  notes  in  the  pulpit.  His  voice  is  rich  and  strong,  there  are  no 
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harsh  notes,  no  screams,  no  rantings.  He  is  graceful  in  gesture  and  calm  and 
easy  in  his  delivery.  When  he  is  preaching  the  people  listen  because  he  has 
something  to  say,  and  says  it  well. 

Mr.  Latham  was  married  to  Miss  Amanda  Cross,  of  Ashland,  Va.,  June  29, 
1893.  This  union  has  proved  a most  happy  one.  She  enters  heartily  into  all 
his  work  and  tills  the  delicate  position  of  a minister’s  wife  in  an  ideal  manner. 
Three  children  have  come  to  bless  their  home — two  of  them  remain. 


REV.  LLOYD  ('.  MOOIIE. 

Noted  Appomattox  is  his  native  county;  his  birth,  January  19,  1874;  Wesley 
and  Susan  Moore  his  parents.  His  early  life  was  on  the  farm,  under  the  kind 
care  of  a loving  father  and  mother,  who  gave  him  their  concern  and  attention. 
In  a best  home  circle,  his  character  grew  so  symmetrically  that  his  boyhood  was 
exemplary. 

The  education  of  the  lad  began  in  “the  old-field  schools,”  which,  despite  their 
long  hours,  gave  but  indifferent  instruction,  fie  continued  for  seven  years  in 
these  inferior  schools,  doing  well  under  the  conditions.  One  year  was  spent  in  a 
private  school. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  his  mother  died.  It  was  a severe  loss  to  him.  lie 
drifted  away  from  the  anchorage  of  her  loving  counsels.  But  in  July,  1892, 
he  gave  his  heart  to  God  in  a revival,  joining  the  church  promptly.  With  his 
conversion  came  the  conviction  that  he  must  preach  the  Gospel.  lie  did  not 
heed  the  call.  He  returned  to  his  old  ways  for  a year.  Again  the  Spirit  sum- 
moned him  to  service.  In  1893,  under  the  preaching  of  the  Rev.  G.  II.  Wiley, 
lie  was  reclaimed.  He  enlisted  in  the  sacred  band,  obeying  the  call  to  the  min- 
istry. 

1 fe  entered  Randolph-Macon  Academy  in  1893,  and  remained  three  years, 
gaining  distinction  and  honor  in  all  his  studies,  lie  then  attended  Randolph- 
Macon  College  three  years,  where  he  is  now  a student,  with  the  expectation  of  his 
degree  in  June,  1901. 

His  first  labor  in  the  Church  was  in  Amherst,  at  Tabernacle,  where  God 
blessed  his  services  in  twenty-three  conversions  and  a number  of  reclaimed  per- 
sons. lie  is  a zealous  worker,  preaching  for  results. 

Tn  the  summer  of  1899  he  had  charge  of  Asbury,  Manchester,  for  two  months, 
and  of  Floyd  Street,  Danville,  one  month,  in  the  fall,  leaving  a good  report  in 
each  charge,  and  winning  the  love  and  respect  of  his  congregations. 

At  (hi'  Conference  id’  1899  he  passed  a creditable  examination  and  entered 
the  body  on  probation,  lie  was  assigned  to  Blandford,  in  Petersburg,  Va., 
where  lie  had  success.  On  September  20,  1900,  the  Church  reluctantly  relieved 
him  to  complete  his  course  at  college. 

Mr.  Moore  has  wisely  used  the  learning  of  the  lecture  room  as  lie  gained  it. 
lie  put  into  practice  the  truths  he  had  reaped  and  garnered,  ll  is  the  best 
method.  The  training  of  the  effective  “Helpers”  in  the  distant  days  consisted 
in  their  hearing  the  Elders  and  Seniors  discussing  great  questions  in  private 
or  in  the  pulpit,  and  then  tin*  juniors  applied  the  information  gained.  The 
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famous  debater,  Charles  Janies  Fox,  said  he  became  the  first  speaker  in  Parlia- 
ment by  practicing  at  each  session. 

Stuffing  without  exercise  will  ruin  even  a robust  constitution.  A dozen  years 
at  college  and  “seminary”  will  breed  martinets;  seldom,  if  ever,  a Lee,  Duncan, 
Langhorne.  Bedford  Forrest  learned  war  in  battle.  Pat  Cleburne,  enlisting 
as  a private,  dying  a lieutenant-general,  found  out  bow  to  fight  by  fighting. 

There  is  the  make-up  in  Moore  that  brings  to  pass  notable  successes.  The 
future  has  in  store  honors,  sheaves,  much  fruit,  if  he  remains  the  stalwart  son 
of  a worthy  race  and  a loyal  soldier  of  the  great  Captain.  And  he  will,  for  he 
can  say,  “My  heart  is  fixed.” 


REV.  JOUR  W.  GEE. 

Mr.  Gee  was  born  in  Lunenburg  county,  Va..  March  3,  1875;  father  and 
mother  were  Dr.  E.  C.  and  Mrs.  M.  F.  Gee.  lie  lived  and  worked  on  the  farm 
until  the  ago  of  eighteen;  joined  Church  at  ten.  He  left  home  for  school  at 
eighteen,  attending  the  Ifoge  Academy  at  Blackstonc,  session  1894-’95;  the 
Randolph-Macon  Academy  at  Bedford  City,  session  l.S95-’9G ; Randolph- A1  aeon 
College  from  fall  of  1899  to  end  of  session  1900,  at  which  time  he  received 
diploma  as  Bachelor  of  Arts,  lie  enlisted  in  the  Virginia  Conference  Noveni- 
ber,  1900,  and  is  now  serving  Richmond  Circuit.  Ilis  life  has  not  been  very 
eventful,  but  quiet  and  peaceful.  He  was  reared  in  a Christian  home  where 
M ethodism  prevai led. 

Mr.  Gee,  with  the  environments  of  his  regulated  boyhood  and  studious  youth, 
could  but  attain  his  majority  with  seasoned  virtues  and  resolute  Christian  pur- 
poses. He  has  in  his  bones  and  blood  the.  choice  elements  of  Virginia  Method- 
ism. A minister  so  fitly  equipped  must  need  prove  of  value  in  the  ranks  of  a 
( Vmference. 


REV.  THOMAS  W.  OGDEN. 

Mr.  Ogden  is  a native  of  Amherst,  and  was  reared  in  the  county.  lie  was 
born  March  14,  1875.  His  parents  were  John  W.  and  Cclicia  Ogden. 

The  tirst,  sermon  Mr.  Ogden  heard  was  by  the  late  Rev.  W.  F.  Robins.  Ilis 
text  was  taken  out  of  the  Ogden  family  Bible.  “My  earliest  religious  impres- 
sions were  made  bv  hearing  my  father  read  aloud  this  Bible  and  sing  ‘the  old- 
time  hymns.’”  It  was  through  the  influence  of  Mr.  O.  G.  Burford,  who  con- 
ducted a Sunday-school  five  miles  north  of  Lynchburg,  a devout  young  man, 
that  Mr.  Ogden  took  the  first  steps  towards  the  Church.  He  was  converted  in 
April,  1891,  and  joined  the  Church,  lie  became  active  in  Sunday-school  and 
Church  affairs.  In  1894  he  entered  Randolph-Macon  Academy,  spending  three 
years;  licensed  to  preach,  1899;  in  September  Ik;  entered  Randolph-Macon  ( Vd- 
lcge,  but  weak  eyes  stopped  his  studies.  He  assisted  Rev.  R.  T.  Clarke  nine 


472 


SKETCHES  AND  PORTRAITS  OE  THE  VIRGINIA  CONEERENCE. 


months  on  West  Amherst.  Eyes  improving,  lie  attended  Vanderbilt;  eyes  gone 
awry,  left  that  school ; thought  he  would  <juit  the  ministry,  but  he  helped  Rev. 
I).  W.  Heed,  and  after  his  death  supplied  churches  left  vacant  by  death  of  Rev. 
d.  K.  Clayton,  continuing  till  Conference,  1891),  at  which  he  was  received  on 
trial  and  sent  to  North  Nelson  Mission,  a new  field,  with  only  one  church  and 
fifteen  members!  He  is  serving  Woodville. 

In  this  compact  report  is  the  story  of  a divine  movement  in  a man’s  career. 
]\Ir.  Ogden  is  at  the  threshold  of  Conference  life.  The  extended  narrative  from 
which  this  reduction  is  made  discloses  a man  with  a purpose  and  prompt  to 
use  the  openings  of  Providence.  It  may  safely  be  predicted  that  he  will  do  the 
Church  and  State  a service  of  value. 


REV.  WILLIAM  L.  MURPIIY. 

Mr.  Murphy  is  a native  of  Princess  Anne.  lie,  at  fifteen,  took  a “course”  in 
a Norfolk  mercantile  house;  then  began  business  at  his  own  home  on  his  own 
account.  In  the  meanwhile,  in  the  midst  of  trade,  there  came  “the  still,  small 
voice,”  assigning  him  to  another  calling.  The  reader  of  these  pen  portraits  will 
have  it  in  proof  that  “God  never  calls  a loafer.”  Matthew  was  a busy  revenue 
officer.  Peter  was  pushing  his  trade. 

Mr.  Murphy  heeded  the  call.  He  attended  the  Eandolph-Macon  Academy 
for  two  years  and  the  College  one  year.  lie  joined  the  Conference  in  1898.  lie 
was  selected  for  South  Hill  Circuit.  Did  he  have  diligence  ? A short  story  will 
tell,  lie  built  one  of  the  handsomest  country  churches  in  the  Conference; 
painted  another  church;  bought  a valuable  parsonage;  got  two  saloons  out  of 
the  hamlet  of  South  Hill — all  in  one  year.  There  was  progress  in  spiritual 
affairs.  Mark  you, Chat  was  Murphy’s  first  year.  The  Methodists  of  South 
1 1 ill  knew  when  they  had  the  right  man.  “Let  him  go?”  Never,  lie  is  there 
now — his  second  year. 

The  Master  does  not  summon  to  the  sacred  service  men  concerned  chiefly  for 
comforts.  It  is  the  stalwart  soul— ready  “to  spend  and  be  spent” — that  is  a 
legate  of  the  Great  King,  and  charged  with  a commission  that  Michael  would 
barter  his  coronet  of  sparkling  honors  to  secure. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Murphy  were  William  J.  and  Ann  E.  Murphy.  His 
birthday  is  September  20,  1871. 


REV.  ROBERT  N.  1 1 ARTNESS. 

Mr.  Ilartness  was  born  in  Iredell  county,  N.  C.,  May  4,  1870.  Ills  boy- 
hood days  were  spent  on  the  farm  and  in  the  public  schools  of  that  county.  The 
strong,  sound,  physical  build  of  the  man  clearly  indicates  that  to  active  farm 
lilt-  he  is  directly  indebted  for  such  a blessing.  He  was  educated  in  both  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  North  Oarolina  and  Georgia.  He  was  converted  in 
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his  fifteenth  year,  and  joined  the  M.  E.  Church,  North,  October,  1885.  By 
the  force  of  surrounding  circumstances  the  way  opened,  and  he  joined  the  M. 
E.  Church,  and  was  licensed  by  the  same  as  a local  preacher  September,  1895. 
He  was  admitted  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference,  Methodist  E.  Church, 
March,  189G;  was  ordained  deacon  March,  1898,  and  elder  March  25,  1900. 
He  served  Fairfax  charge  as  a supply  from  June  13,  1890,  to  March  14,  1897 ; 
then  he  was  appointed  to  Highland  charge,  and  served  there  one  year;  then  to 
Claremont,  Va.,  which  charge  he  served  from  March  17,  1897,  to  November 
13,  1900,  when  he  withdrew  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  Virginia  Conference 
of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South;  and  his  application  was  accepted  by  the  Confer- 
ence, held  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  November  14-22,  and  he  was  appointed  by  the  Bishop 
to  the  Appomattox  Circuit.  The  friends  of  Mr.  II  artness  confidently  believe 
from  the  commendable  qualities  he  possesses  as  an  itinerant  preacher  that  his 
subsequent  career  will  fully  vindicate  the  wisdom  of  the  Conference  in  admit- 
ting him  as  a member  of  that  body.  As  a man,  he  is  quiet,  modest,  and  minis- 
terial in  his  bearing,  commending  himself  to  every  man’s  conscience  in  the  sight 
of  God. 

As  a preacher,  his  sermons  are  not  gaudy,  but  clear  and  convincing,  point- 
edly and  earnestly  presenting  and  proving  “what  is  that  good  and  acceptable 
and  perfect  will  of  God.”  His  piety  and  consecration  brighten  the  promise 
of  his  success  in  the  itinerant  ministry. 


REV.  FRANK  BURRUSS. 

Mr.  Burruss  is  the  fourth  son  of  Atwell  and  Ella  T.  Burruss,  and  is  of  Meth- 
odist lineage  on  both  sides  of  his  ancestry.  He  was  born  January  28,  1870; 
baptized  in  infancy  by  Hr.  Spencer,  and  joined  St.  Paul’s  church,  of  Caroline 
Circuit,  at  the  age  of  twelve.  Having  been  trained  in  tin;  ‘‘nurture  and  admo- 
nition of  the  Lord”  by  godly  parents,  lie  never  underwent  the  questionable 
preparation  for  effective  ministry  in  a life  of  outrageous  and  riotous  living. 
Obedient,  respectful,  affectionate  and  faithful  as  a son;  upright  and  down- 
right as  a friend  and  citizen,  he  has  always  sustained  in  his  community  the  high 
esteem  won  by  strict  adherence  to  sterling  principle,  lie  received  his  early 
schooling  from  his  father,  who  for  many  years  was  a teacher  in  both  public  and 
private  capacity.  Frank  early  felt  the  call  to  preach,  but  strove  against  it  for 
some  years,  until,  in  1891,  conviction  would  no  longer  be  withstood,  and,  pur- 
suant to  his  purpose  of  preaching,  he  entered  Randolph-Macon  College  to  pre- 
pare himself  for  the  work.  Here  he  remained  till  1896.  Before  joining  the 
Conference  he  spent  one  year  assisting  Rev.  C.  F.  Comer  on  the  Madison  Cir- 
cuit. Entering  the  Conference  at  its  session  in  Danville  in  1897,  he  was  sent 
as  junior  preacher  to  Mathews  Circuit  with  Rev.  J.  K.  DeShazo.  In  1898,  he 
was  sent  to  Montross,  Westmoreland  county;  in  1899,  to  Ridgeway,  Danville 
District,  where  he  is  now  (1901)  serving  his  second  year. 

1 1 is  preaching  is  clear  and  full  of  convincing  argument,  and  persuasive,  with- 
out much  show  of  rhetorical  figure,  and  under  Divine  blessing  has  produced 
good  fruits.  On  November  28,  1900,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Walker, 
daughter  of  William  M.  and  Elizabeth  Walker,  of  Westmoreland  county.  11  is 
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height  is  five  feet  eleven  inches;  weight,  150  pounds;  complexion,  brunette, 
having  dark-brown  hair  and  dark-blue  eyes. 

Of  the  many  who  have  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  few  have  been  called  upon  to  bear  severer  conflicts  with  con- 
science than  the  Rev.  John  T.  Payne,  and  very  few,  through  such  conflicts, 
have  risen  to  higher  faith  in  Christ  or  more  abiding  comfort  in  the  Gospel  he 
now  preaches  to  others. 


REV.  WILLIAM  GERARD  BURCH. 

Mr.  Burch  was  born  in  Henry  county,  Va.,  September  8,  1872.  His  par- 
ents, J.  W.  and  Sarah  E.  Burch,  implanted  good  impressions  upon  his  mind 
in  early  life,  and  he  felt  from  childhood  days  that  God  was  calling  him  into 
the  ministry.  The  conviction  did  not  become  fixed  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  seventeen.  He  hesitated,  and  it  was  not  until  five  years  later  that  he  yielded 
to  this  conviction.  From  that  year  until  now  lie  has  been  ready  to  do  what- 
ever the  Holy  Spirit  directed,  lie  acquired  a fair  common  school  education, 
and  it  caused  him  to  be  intensely  desirous  of  securing  a college  education. 
He  entered  Roanoke  College  at  Salem,  Va.,  and  spent  two  years.  lie  then 
entered  Randolph- J\I  aeon  College,  from  which  he  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  A.  B.  in  J line,  1808. 

In  1890  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  in  1898  was  admitted, 
Bishop  Hargrove  presiding,  into  the  Virginia  Conference,  lie  is  a student  of 
the  Book  of  books,  and  he  believes  with  Wesley  in  preaching  a practical  Gos- 
pel. Be  is  himself,  and  no  one  else.  Ho  possesses,  to  a marked  degree,  a 
logical  faculty,  and  is  a thinker  as  well  as  a forcible  speaker.  11  is  sermons 
are  thoughtful,  instructive,  and  show  a careful  preparation,  and  are  usually 
delivered  without  notes. 

He  has  fine  personal  presence,  and  in  social  life  he  is  quiet,  modest  and 
magnetic.  He  gains  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  his  friends.  “He  who 
sows  courtesy  reaps,  friendship,  and  he  who  plants  kindness  gathers  love.” 
In  all  the  qualities  that  constitute  true  manhood,  he  has  no  superior  among 
the  young  brethren  of  the  ministry. 

For  two  years  he  was  a successful  pastor  on  Richmond  Circuit.  He  has  VTest 
Hanover  for  his  charge  during  1900-’0L 


REV . ADAM  CL  A I IKE  BL  E I )SO  E. 

He  is  the  only  son  of  the  late  Rev.  A.  C.  Bledsoe,  D.  1).  lie  was  born  in 
the  city  of  Portsmouth,  Va.,  July  5,  1872.  lie  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  Randolph-Macon  and  Emory  and  Henry  Colleges. 

Mr.  Bledsoe  was  converted  in  early  childhood,  but  failed  to  live  up  to  his 
Christian  privileges  and  duty.  In  189(i  he  renewed  his  covenant  with  his  God. 
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He  felt  that  lie  was  called  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  began 
at  once  to  prepare  for  the  great  work. 

lie  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Charlottesville  District  Conference  in  duly, 
1899,  and  was  appointed  by  the  Presiding  Elder  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
the  late  Rev.  R.  W.  Reed,  on  Mt.  Pleasant  Circuit.  He  gained  a warm  place 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  was  always  welcomed  in  their  homes.  God 
greatly  blessed  his  labors  on  the  charge.  Souls  were  born.  During  the  sum- 
mer of  1900  he  assisted  in  revival  work  on  Green,  Nelson,  Amherst  and  Rock- 
fisli  Circuits.  He  wrought  well,  and  found  favor  in  many  hearts. 

Mr.  Bledsoe  is  six  feet  tall  and  weighs  185  pounds,  lie  has  a ruddy  glow 
on  his  cheeks,  honest,  open  face,  kind  heart,  and  has  inherited  of  his  gifted 
father,  winning  speech  in  public. 

He  was  admitted  into  the  Conference  at  the  session  held  in  Norfolk,  Va., 
November,  1900,  and  put  in  charge  of  Belmont,  Charlottesville,  Va.,  where 
crowds  attend  upon  his  ministry  with  tokens  of  large  good. 

He  was  married  early  in  life  to  Miss  Lottie  Brown,  of  Nelson  county,  Va., 
who  has  adapted  herself  to  the  itinerant  life — a helpmeet  indeed. 


REV.  A.  A.  WHITMORE. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  son  of  Isaiah  and  Susanna  1*.  Whitmore,  was  born  July  2, 
1854,  in  Ettrick,  Chesterfield  county,  Va. 

Being  blessed  of  God  with  a pious  mother,  he  was  led  to  Christ  at  the  early 
age  of  ten  years  and  ten  months  in  a protracted  meeting,  held  in  his  own  town 
by  Rev.  James  Bailey,  a local  preacher  of  our  Church.  In  May,  1865,  he  was 
received  into  the  Church  by  Rev.  T.  11.  Campbell. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  lie  was  called  of  God  to  preach  the  Gospel,  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  inability  of  bis  parents  to  educate  him  he  tried  to  abandon  the  idea. 
Making  his  mother  bis  confidant,  she  encouraged  him  to  study  at  night,  and 
whenever  he  could  spare  the  time  from  his  work.  This  seemed  to  be  so  slow  a 
process  that  la1  despaired  of  success,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  married,  hoping 
that  the  thought  would  no  longer  trouble  him.  But  instead  of  being  relieved  of 
the  conviction  it  continued  to  deepen,  until  in  1879  lie  made  the  fact  known  to 
his  pastor,  Rev.  -I.  R.  Sturgis,  who  advised  him  to  take  local  preacher's  license. 
This  he  was  unwilling  to  do,  but  being  unable  to  find  peace  of  mind,  he  consented 
to  receive  exhorter’s  license.  Just  at  this  time,  on  account  of  scarcity  of  work 
at  home  he  moved  to  Richmond,  Va.  I lore  he  got  employment  in  the  'Tredegar 
Iron  Works.  Uniting  with  the  old  Oregon  Mill  Methodist  church,  of  which 
Rev.  W.  P.  Wright  was  then  pastor,  he  was  licensed  to  exhort.  In  1882  he  re- 
turned to  Petersburg,  of  which  Ettrick  is  a surburb,  and  engaged  in  business 
with  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad  Company.  In  1SS9  he  was  given  local 
preacher’s  license  by  the  West  Street  Mission  Quarterly  ( Conference,  Rev.  L. 
S.  Reed  presiding.  At  the  Conference  held  in  Petersburg  in  1891  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Eastern  Shore  District,  Rev.  J.  1).  Hank, 
and  sent  to  Hooper's  Island,  Dorchester  county,  Md.,  where  he  served  as  supply 
for  two  years.  Li  1893  he  was  admitted  into  the  traveling  connection  and  sent 
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to  Cambridge  Circuit,  Maryland,  which  he  served  for  four  years.  In  1897  he 
was  sent  to  Belle  Haven  Circuit;  and  in  1900,  was  returned  to  Cambridge 
Circuit,  where  he  is  at  this  writing. 

Mr.  Whitmore  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  brethren  in  the  ministry  for  his 
piety  and  zeal.  1 1 is  pleasant,  thoughtful  face  reveals  the  man.  To  be  in  his 
company  for  a while  is  to  feel  the  force  of  the  Christlike  life.  Years  of  close 
application  to  books  have  made  his  sermons  grow  in  interest  and  strength,  lie 
has  the  power  of  imparting  the  precious  truths  of  God.  His  is  a mind  of  strong- 
native  ability. 

Personally,  Mr.  Whitmore  is  unobtrusive,  and  lie  places  a very  modest  esti- 
mate upon  himself.  lie  loves  his  fellow-man  with  ardent  devotion,  and  is  ever 
ready  to  sacrifice  bis  own  interests  for  the  welfare  of  others.  In  all  his  appoint- 
ments are  to  be  found  a host  of  friends  who  are  greatly  attached  to  him  and 
appreciate  his  many  excellences.  Wherever  he  goes  lie  brings  things  to  pass. 
No  work  ever  suffers  under  his  careful  oversight,  and  many  souls  are  saved. 

lie  is  blessed  in  having  a true  helpmeet  in  his  wife,  who  makes  his  work  her 
care.  She  is  beloved  by  all  who  know  her.  Twelve  children  crown  their  union, 
one  or  more  of  whom  are  in  Heaven. 


KEY.  SAMUEL  OTTO  WEIGHT. 

Mr.  Wright  was  born  in  Canton,  Pa.,  October  24,  1877,  of  devout  Metho- 
dist parents.  In  fact,  his  ancestors  appear  to  have  been  Methodists  from  the 
beginning  of  the  movement  in  this  country.  On  February  3,  1893,  in  his  six- 
teenth year,  he  was  “born  again” — consciously,  gloriously — after  days  of  tra- 
vail and  supplication. 

Young  Wright  entered  Eandolph-Macon  College  in  September,  1896,  as  a 
“Bib  Lit.,”  or  student  for  the  ministry.  Here  during  four  years  of  arduous 
study  he  took  high  rank  for  mental  acumen,  close  application  and  solid  piety. 
Hi!  captured  the  prizes  offered  by  the  Washington  Literary  Society  for  the  best 
debater  of  the  session  of  1898-’99.  He  found  time,  amidst  Lis  onerous  duties 
at  college,  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of 
the  College.  In  June,  1900,  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
and  with  the  high  esteem  of  the  Faculty  and  students.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  following  session  he  was  offered  a Greek  tutorship  by  the  Faculty,  but  de- 
clined in  order  that  he  might  enter  at  once  and  untrammeled  upon  bis  calling. 

He  was  admitted  on  trial  in  the  Virginia  Conference,  at  old  Cumberland 
Street  church,  Norfolk,  Va.,  November  15,  1900,  and  appointed  by  Bishop 
Duncan  to  Powhatan  Circuit,  where  he  is  now  actively  at  work  and  in  univer- 
sal favor.  In  entering  upon  this,  his  first  charge,  be  is  equipped  with  splen- 
did natural  endowments  of  body,  mind  and  heart,  coupled  with  the  very  best 
training  and  much  cultivation.  11  is  well-disciplined  mind  is  inquisitive,  pa- 
tient, persistent,  exact;  his  body  is  small,  well-proportioned,  erect,  strong;  bis 
facial  expression  shows  determination;  his  character  is  ideal. 

He  prepares  each  sermon  with  consummate  pains  as  to  matter,  arrangement 
and  expression — carefully  working  and  praying  out  all  the  details  of  bis  dis- 


' 


SKETCHES  AND  PORTRAITS  OF  THE  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. 


477 


course  before  ventering  to  preach.  Ilis  thought  is  refined,  clear-cut,  elevated, 
sustained,  lie  is  intensely  evangelical.  His  delivery  is  sometimes  didatic,  some- 
times impassioned — always  fluent  and  engaging. 

Tie  is  a tireless  visitor — none  of  his  scholarly  instincts  being  allowed  to  in- 
terfere with  this  sacred  duty — and  in  the  pastoral  relation  bis  cheerful  and  in- 
spiring disposition  makes  him  a welcome  and  a charming  guest  in  every  home. 
Truly  this  talented,  cultivated  and  consecrated  life  promises  large  returns  to 
the  Church  of  God. 


REV.  JAMES  T.  GREEN. 

He  is  twenty-seven  years  old.  He  was  horn  in  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  received 
his  early  education  in  the  public  school  there.  At  the  early  age  of  twelve  he 
left  school  and  entered  a store,  and  continued  there  as  clerk  until  he  was  fifteen. 
At  this  time  he  entered  the  satchel  business  and  continued  in  same  until  he  was 
twenty-one,  when  he  entered  Ran dolph-M aeon  Academy  as  a ministerial  student, 
remaining  there  one  year  and  doing  fine  work.  In  September  of  the  following 
year  he  entered  Randolph-Macon  College  and  spent  nearly  three  years  there. 
While  pursuing  his  studies  there  he  received  a letter  from  Rev.  J.  E.  DeShazo 
requesting  him  to  take  charge  of  the  work  which  was  assigned  to  Rev.  W.  E. 
Smith,  who  had  to  give  it  up.  He  accepted  it,  and  did  the  work  very  acceptably 
until  November.  At  this  time  he  entered  the  Virginia  Conference  on  trial, 
and  was  sent  to  Ashnry,  Manchester.  His  work  at  Asbury  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. Besides  adding  many  new  members  to  the  small  membership,  he  has 
been  largely  instrumental  in  starting  and  raising  funds  on  a building  which  is 
rapidly  reaching  completion,  and  will  he,  when  completed,  one  of  the  prettiest 
and  most  conveniently-arranged  frame  churches  in  the  State.  His  future  pro- 
mises to  he  a useful  one. 


REV.  HAMPDEN  HARRISON  SMITH. 

Mr.  Smith  is  the  son  of  Hampden  11.  and  Emily  Smith.  He  is  a native  of 
Loretto,  Somerset  county,  Md. ; horn  September  2G,  1872.  He  lived  on  the 
farm  until  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  then  learned  telegraphy,  and  used  it  as  a 
business  until  he  entered  the  ministry. 

He  was  converted  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  John  T.  Bosman  in  1S90,  and 
united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  Allen,  Md.  Two  years 
later  he  felt  called  to  the  ministry,  and  in  September,  1893,  was  licensed  to 
preach,  while  Rev.  W.  P.  Wright  was  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Eastern  Shore 
District.  He  entered  Randolph-Macon  College  the  same  month,  and  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  1898.  On  November,  1899,  lie  was  received  on 
trial  into  the  Conference  and  appointed  to  Montross  Circuit,  which  Ik*  is  now 
serving. 
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On  November  22,  1900,  lie  was  married  to  ]\iiss  Carrie  Lee  Jeter,  of  Hanover 
county,  Va.,  a lady  of  liigli  Christian  character,  who  will  doubtless  prove  a true 
helpmeet  in  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a sincerely  pious  man,  with  a happy,  genial  disposition,  and 
a keen  sense  of  humor,  lie  makes  friends  wherever  he  goes.  His  sermons  show 
careful  preparation  and  are  made  effective  by  apt  illustration,  lie  is  one  of  the 
promising  young  men  of  the  Conference,  and  bids  fair  to  take  a prominent  stand 
among  the  brethren  of  his  loved  employ. 


REV.  JAMES  A.  WINN. 

Mr.  Winn  hails  from  the  sterling  old  county  of  Lunenburg.  1 1 is  parents  were 
William  E.  and  Mary  E.  Winn.  He  dates  his  natal  day  from  the  27th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1877. 

Through  the  influence  of  a Christian  mother  and  a stern,  though  loving  father, 
he  was,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  converted  to  Christ  and  brought  into  our  Church. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  came  the  call  to  the  ministry.  He  entered  Randolph- 
Macon  Academy,  Bedford  City,  remaining  three  sessions.  lie  spent  the  colle- 
giate sessions  of  1899  and  1900  at  Randolpli-Macon. 

In  the  autumn  of  1900,  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  he  was  admitted  into  the  Virginia 
Conference  on  probation,  lie  was  selected  for  Wachapreague,  Va. 

This  is  the  simple  and  somewhat  meagre  recital  of  a youthful  career:  lie 
starts  off  well — Christian  parents.  He  goes  straight  forward  along  the  provi- 
dential path.  The  duty  of  enlisting  in  the  consecrated  cohort  is  plain  and 
discharged.  Young  as  Mr.  Winn  is,  there  crops  out  rich  surface  proof  of 
best  elements  of  character. 


REV.  GEORGE  T.  KESLER. 

Mr.  Ivesler  is  not  a raw  recruit.  Lie  has  mixed  with  men.  The  affairs  of 
life  are  not  new  to  him.  He  has  the  education  of  experience.  The  environ- 
ments of  human  society,  as  existing  among  us,  are  familiar  to  him.  lie  begins 
where  the  Vanderbilt  alumnus  attains  after  years  among  the  people. 

Mr.  Rosier  was  of  German  Baptist  parentage.  There  is  no  sounder  citizen 
than  the  genuine  German  Baptist.  That  class  possess  many  solid  virtues.  Mr. 
Ivesler  began  life  on  a farm.  He  taught  ten  years  in  the  State  schools,  lie 
also  had  experience  in  trade,  and  his  acquaintance  with  merchandise  is  of  value, 
for  it  taught  him  the  ways  of  men. 

lie  was  converted  in  1880  and  connected  himself  with  the  ancestral  Church — 
the  German  Baptist.  Be  was  brought  to  God  in  a Methodist  revival,  hence  the 
denomination  ho  joined  hampered  him.  He  was  too  broad  and  liberal,  so  he 
cast  his  lot  with  the  Methodists  in  1888.  He  knows  our  Church,  for  he  has 
held  all  the  offices  up  to  and  including  local  Elder.  He  has  been  superin- 
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tendent  of  eight,  Sunday-schools  and  leader  of  prayer-meetings  in  several 
churches.  When  he  came  into  our  Conference  lie  had  traveled  two  thousand 
miles  as  local  preacher  and  delivered  two  hundred  sermons,  lie  engaged  in 
revival  services  with  converts  as  the  fruit,  also  baptizing  disciples. 

lie  has  been  a student.  Before  the  secular  and  church  committees,  when 
examined  as  to  his  mental  equipment,  he  never  failed,  lie  has  given  laborious 
days  to  the  subjects  taught  in  colleges  and  in  seminaries  for  licentiates  for  the 
ministry. 

There  is  little  sap  in  Ivesler — mostly  heart  timber.  He  was  born  in  1809, 
June  21st;  he  weighs  150  pounds;  height,  medium.  lie  has  an  intelligent, 
firm,  strong  countenance,  with  a touch  of  the  Teutonic  in  the  caste— a best  ele- 
ment. lie  has  not  thought  it  would  add  to  his  efficiency  in  the  ministry  “to 
lead  about  a sister.”  The  task  set  him  by  the  Master  seems  to  have  needed 
his  concentrated  powers  and  attention.  Nevertheless,  Kesler,  too,  will  by  and 
by  need  a manse.  ■ He  has  been  selected  to  tend  the  ilock  on  Smith’s  River. 


REV.  JOHN  ELLIOTT  McCARTNEY,  A.  M.,  B.  D. 

Mr.  McCartney  is  one  of  the  young  men  of  our  Conference,  lie  was  born 
January  7,  1870,  in  Bellefonte,  Pa.  Ilis  early  years  were  spent  among  the 
picturesque  scenery  which  surrounds  his  birthplace.  In  1884  he  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Lynchburg,  Va.,  and  in  1885  came  with  them  to  Richmond,  Va., 
which  is  still  his  home. 

Early  craving  an  education,  he  sought  every  opportunity  to  acquire  knowl- 
edge. A deep  disappointment,  therefore,  was  his  when  ill  health  caused  a 
cessation  of  studies.  This  came  in  1887.  For  four  years  he  was  engaged 
in  mercantile  life,  identified  with  one  of  the  large  manufacturing  interests  of 
Richmond.  T his  experience  contributed  much  practical  knowledge  to  his  gen- 
eral preparation  that  will  be  of  great  value  to  him  in  his  life  work.  Outdoor 
life  so  improved  his  health  as  to  enable  him  again  to  take  up  his  studies.  He 
entered  Randolph-Macon  College  in  September,  1891. 

In  November,  1887,  he  was  converted.  The  thought  that  led  him  to  unite 
himself  with  God’s  people  was  that  God  had  a work  for  him  to  do.  For  two 
years  he  resisted  the  call  to  preach,  but  in  November,  1889,  he  applied  for  and 
received  local  preacher’s  license.  His  stay  at  Randolph-Macon  gave  more 
decided  form  to  his  life  purpose.  In  1897  he  graduated  with  distinction,  receiv- 
ing the  degree  of  .Master  of  Arts.  Some  of  his  friends,  sincere  and  true,  but 
not  appreciating  the  ideal  that  gave  life  a meaning  for  him,  tried  to  dissuade  him 
from  Ids  studies,  terming  it  a needless  expenditure  of  time  and  money.  But 
to  him  a call  to  serve  the  cause  of  Christ  meant  a call  to  thorough  preparation. 
This  idea  still  controlling  him,  he  entered  the  Theological  Department  of  the 
Vanderbilt  University  in  September,  1897,  graduating  in  June,  1900,  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity.  Ilis  three  years’  residence  in  the  University 
gave  him  the  largest  returns.  The  influence  of  large,  consecrated  men,  inti- 
mately known,  confirmed  in  him  the  deeper  meaning  of  life — service  to  God 
through  service  of  our  fellow-men.  It  was  here  the  larger  ideal  of  the  Christian 
ministry  entered  his  life,  and  with  it  broader  and  deeper  sympathies.  As  a 
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necessary  result,  the  field  of  Christian  activity  was  widened.  No  one  with  so 
large  an  ideal  can  be  narrow,  provincial,  or  sectarian.  .Not  one  office,  many;  not 
one  work,  many;  not  all  alike,  diversified.  With  this  preparation  of  heart  and 
head  he  came  up  to  the  Virginia  Annual  Conference,  at  its  last  session  in  Nor- 
folk, Va.,  November,  1900,  when  lie  was  ordained  a local  deacon  by  Bishop 
Duncan.  He  is  now  serving  bis  first  charge  at  Williamsburg,  Ya. 

Mr.  McCartney  is  sparely  built,  being  five  feet  ten  inches,  and  weighing  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds.  He  is  between  a blonde  and  brunette  in  com- 
plexion, with  dark-gray  eyes  and  a heavj'  suit  of  hair,  lie  wears  neither  beard 
nor  moustache.  II  is  quick,  elastic  step  lias  often  been  commented  upon  as 
signifying  a similar  characteristic  of  mind.  IT  is  manner  is  one  of  reserve  and 
deference  towards  those  of  wider  knowledge  and  experience  ever  marks  bis 
deportment.  In  a circle  of  congenial  friends  vivacity  marks  his  conversation, 
while  those  who  know  him  well  have  often  thanked  him  for  the  inspiration  they 
have  gathered  froin  one  of  bis  heart-to-heart  talks,  lie  is  single. 

As  a pastor,  lie  is  never  happier  than  when  opportunity  enables  him  to  do 
something  to  help  the  weak  or  unfortunate,  or  to  bring  sunshine  into  a naturally 
or  sorrow-darkened  life.  Ilis  bright  sunny  disposition  makes  him  a welcome 
visitor  wherever  lie  conies,  and  lias  gained  for  him  many  gratifying  friendships. 

As  a speaker  in  the  pulpit,  bis  bearing  is  one  in  every  way  in  keeping  with 
bis  sacred  work,  and  shows  that  he  feels  the  spirit  of  worship  lie  tries  to  inspire 
in  his  congregations.  He  lias  a very  unusual  gift  in  prayer.  In  delivering  his 
message  lie  uses  neither  manuscript  nor  notes.  Ilis  style  is  rather  conversa- 
tional, with  very  few  gestures.  In  presenting  bis  subject,  bis  thoughts  are 
well  connected,  and  his  ideas  clearly  expressed  so  that  bis  line  of  reasoning  is 
easily  followed.  Ilis  voice  is  clear  and  lias  good  carrying  qualities,  which, 
with  bis  careful  enunciation,  makes  him  distinctly  heard  in  every  part  of  the 
house.  The  impression  bis  sermons  make  is  such  as  to  prompt  the  desire  to  be 
good  as  a basis  for  doing  good.  Ilis  teaching  is  practical  Christianity.  Ilis 
work  is  as  yet  in  the  future,  but  he  gives  promise  of  success. 


EEV.  JAMES  E.  McCULLOCIT. 

Mr.  McCulloch  was  born  July  29,  1873,  in  Montgomery  county,  Va.  The 
days  of  bis  youth  were  spent  on  the  farm- — a good  place  for  a prophet  to  be 
reared.  Elisha  has  not  been  the  only  prophet  called  to  the  prophetic,  office  from 
behind  the  plow.  “T  he  Lord  made  the  country,”  and  to  the  country  he  looks 
for  most  of  his  prophets.  A man  gets  a training  in  the  furrow  that  he  does  not 
easily  get  elsewhere.  It  teaches  him  how  to  take  hold.  “Jim”  shows  this  train- 
ing. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  he  made  a complete  surrender  of  his  life  to  Christ.  This 
meant,  “I’ll  do  what  you  want  me  to  do.”  His  conversion  was  soon  followed  by 
a call  to  the  ministry,  and  in  September,  1893,  he  received  his  license  to  preach. 
His  call  was  to  him  first,  a call  for  preparation.  He  felt  that  his  vocation,  if  it 
was  worth  anything,  was  worth  all  that  he  could  put  into  it. 

Alleghany  Institute  and  Eandolph-Macon  Academy,  Bedford  City,  gave  him 
his  preparatory  education.  In  the  fall  of  1895  lie  entered  Eandolph-Macon  Col- 
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lege,  where  lie  remained  until  lie  took  the  A.  B.  degree,  June,  1898.  As  in  active 
life,  so  in  college  life,  a man  usually  finds  his  level.  Brother  McCulloch  took  a 
high  rank  in  the  class-room*  was  prominent  in  the  Literary  Society,  and  was 
a leader  in  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  During  his  first  year  at 
college  he  was  ordained  local  deacon  by  Bishop  Granbery  at  the  session  of  the 
Baltimore  Conference,  held  at  Roanoke,  Ya.  The  next  session,  in  addition  to 
his  regular  work,  he  was  pastor  of  Asbury  chapel,  Manchester,  Va. 

In  November,  1898,  he  was  admitted  on  trial  into  the  Virginia  Conference, 
and  was  appointed  as  a student  to  Vanderbilt  University.  As  at  the  college,  so 
in  the  university,  he  has  the  full  confidence,  both  of  the  faculty  and  of  the  stu- 
dents. This  is  shown  by  the  honors  bestowed  on  him.  lie  has  been  a member 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  was  sent 
as  a delegate  to  the  Students’  Conference  at  Oberlin,  Ohio;  was  President  of 
the  Sociological  Club  last  year,  and  now  Chairman  of  the  Missionary  Com- 
mittee. lie  is  a faithful,  energetic,  enthusiastic  worker.  lie  loves  the  truth, 
and  earnestly  seeks  it.  Like  Melancthon,  he  is  ever  looking  for  new  revelations 
of  it.  Those  who  know  him  best  love  him  most.  1 1 is  future  is  bright.  God  has 
already  blest  his  ministry.  During  his  vacations  more  than  six  hundred  souls 
have  been  converted  under  his  ministry.  As  he  shall  leave  Vanderbilt  in  June, 
we  bid  him  godspeed. 


REV.  JESSE  K.  IIOLMAN. 

Mr.  Holman  was  born  in  Orangeburg,  S.  C.,  May  G,  1872,  of  orthodox  Metho- 
dist parents.  He  was  reared  in  the  Methodist  faith  and  taught  in  a Methodist 
Sunday-school. 

While  quite  young,  and  before  his  conversion,  he  began  to  feel  ‘‘woe  is  me 
if  I preach  not  the  Gospel.”  After  his  conversion,  which  was  on  his  seventeenth 
birthday,  the  call  to  preach  became  even  more  distinct  and  imperative.  This 
was  a great  cross  to  him,  and  one  which  he  would  not  at  first  take  up — trying 
to  drown  the  voice  of  God  in  the  rush  and  roar  of  commercial  life.  After  three 
years  of  this  unhappy  effort,  he  determined  to  yield  himself  up  fully  to  God  and 
to  obey  II is  voice.  Here  a very  great  obstacle  confronted  him — he  was  twenty 
years  old,  without  money  and  without  even  the  ordinary  branches  of  an  English 
education.  But  God  never  calls  a man  to  preach  without  making  the  way  open 
and  plain.  Young  Holman  began  to  work  with  reference  to  securing  money  to 
educate  himself.  He  also  gave  himself  with  great  earnestness  to  prayer.  After 
many  struggles  and  heartaches,  he  entered  Randolph-Macon  Academy  at  Led- 
ford City,  Va.,  in  September,  1895.  Here  he  remained  three  years,  which  he 
employed  with  diligence  in  procuring  the  rudiments  of  an  education,  in  de- 
veloping habits  of  mental  application  and  in  laying  a good  foundation  for  accu- 
rate scholarship  and  wide  culture.  In  the  second  year  he  won  the  declaimcr’s 
medal  given  by  the  Washington  Literary  Society. 

In  the  year  1898  he  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Lynchburg  District  Con- 
ference, and  during  the  vacation  of  that  year  he  served  the  East  Halifax  Cir- 
cuit, which  was  partially  vacated  by  the  sickness  of  the  preacher  in  charge. 
In  October  of  the  same  year  he  matriculated  in  Randolph-Macon  College  at  Ash- 
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land,  but  for  lack  of  means  lie  remained  at  college  only  three  months,  and  then 
went  on  Caroline  Circuit,  where  a preacher  was  urgently  needed.  He  had  an 
unusually  blessed  and  successful  time.  There  were  many  conversions  and  ad- 
ditions to  the  Church,  and  it  is  said  more  money  was  raised  than  for  many  years 
on  that  charge.  In  November,  1899,  he  was  admitted  on  trial  in  the  Virginia 
Conference,  and  sent  to  Smith  River  Mission.  II is  faith  and  courage  were 
severely  tested,  hut  his  trust  was  in  God,  and  he  knew  no  such  word  as  “fail.” 
His  compensation  for  himself  and  horse  for  nine  months  of  hardest  service  was 
$11.72.  He  was  not  deterred,  however,  from  his  work  by  lack  of  means.  Hol- 
man had  been  without  money  before.  Elijah’s  God  was  his  God.  When  he 
reached  this  field  there  was  not  a Sunday-school  in  this  large  primitive  Baptist 
territory,  embracing  parts  of  three  counties;  when  he  left  there  were  two.  lie 
raised  $200  to  build  a church,  and  had  great  joy  of  seeing  his  heroic  self-de- 
nial and  consecration  rewarded  by  the  conversion  of  fourteen  precious  and  im- 
mortal soids.  And  be  it  said  to  his  everlasting  credit,  he  declared,  after  bis 
first  year’s  service  in  this  discouraging  field,  that  he  would  gladly  return  and 
live  and  die  to  save  these  people.  Hut  God  opened  the  way  for  him  to  return 
to  college,  and,  on  the  advice  of  friends  who  see  in  him  the  elements  of  future 
usefulness  and  greatness,  he  is  now  at  Randolph-Macon  College,  better  equipping 
himself  for  his  life’s  work. 

1 1 is  former  Presiding  Elder,  Rev.  J.  Powell  Garland,  in  a private  corres- 
pondence, said  of  Holman:  “He  is  a young  man  of  studious  habits,  attentive  to 
bis  duties  as  a preacher  of  the  Word  and  also  a most  diligent  pastor,  and  is  likely 
to  win  success  where  success  is  possible,  lie  is  not  intimidated  by  difficulties. 
These  serve  only  to  develop  more  strikingly  his  determination  and  courage  which 
are  marked  traits  of  his  character.  He  is  manly,  not  only  in  appearance,  but 
in  character,  and  is  made  of  stuff  that  made  martyrs  in  olden  times.  lie  has  a 
good  voice  and  an  easy,  fluent  delivery,  lie  will  make  a useful  preacher.” 


REV.  CAMERON  EUGENE  PLEASANTS. 

Mr.  Pleasants  was  born  in  Mecklenburg  county,  Va.,  February  22,  1870. 
While  quite  young  he  removed  to  Richmond,  Va.,  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  city.  When  twelve  years  of  age  he  joined  Park  Place 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  For  five  years  he  was  employed  with  a prominent 
law  firm  in  the  city,  but  feeling  that  the  law  was  not  his  calling,  when  ap- 
proached on  the  subject,  he  accepted  the  position  as  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Richmond  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  The  close  confinement  there 
was  injurious  to  his  health,  so  for  a year  he  managed  a mercantile  establish- 
ment in  the  city  of  Petersburg,  Va.  lie  was  then  urged  to  accept  tin*  General 
Secretaryship  of  the  Petersburg  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  which 
he  finally  consented  to  do.  While  acting  in  such  capacity,  the  building  and 
current  expense  debts  on  that  institution  were  reduced  over  $21,000,  as  well  as 
improvements  made.  After  one  and  one-half  year’s  service  there,  he  resigned 
his  office  and  commenced  his  studies  for  the  ministry  at  Richmond  College, 
which  college  he  left  to  further  pursue  his  education  at  Randolph-Macon  ( Al- 
lege, Ashland,  Va. 
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lie  is  now  serving  his  first  year  on  the  Mt.  Vernon  Circuit,  in  Norfolk  county. 
Va.  ‘ ... 

As  a layman  in  his  church,  he  was  always  willing'  to  do  God’s  will  whenever 
and  wherever  possible.  He  had  served  as  First  Vice-President  of  the  Union 
Epworth  Leagues  of  Richmond  and  Manchester,  and  for  a long  while  Avas  a 
steward  in  Market  Street  church,  Petersburg.  On  January  1,  1S‘J5,  he  received 
his  definite  call. 

Mr.  Pleasants  gives  an  interesting  account  of  his  call  to  the  sacred  office. 
From  his  first  connection  with  the  Church  “he  felt  that  his  mission  on  earth 
Avas  the  ministry,  lie  made  it  a constant  subject  of  prayer,  and  on  the  night  of 
December  31,  1804,  after  praying  until  midnight,  and  as  the  new  year  was 
ushered  in,  he  asked  the  Father  to  definitely  decide  the  matter  for  him.  and 
opened  his  Bible  for  the  ansAver,  and  his  eyes  fell  on  the  first  verse  of  the  six- 
tieth chapter  of  Isaiah — “Arise,  shine;  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee.”  Fearing  it  might  have  been  a mere  accident,  he 
Avaited  twelve  months  to  the  day,  and  prayed  again  and  opened  his  Bible  for 
an  answer,  and  he  opened  it  at  the  sixty-first  chapter  of  the  same  booK,  the  first 
verse,  and  read:  “The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me,  because  the  Lord  hath 
anointed  me  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek;  he  hath  sent  me  to  bind  up 
the  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the 
prison  to  them  that  are  bound.”  Yet  it  Avas  a number  of  years  before  he  finally 
and  fully  consented  to  go  and  preach  the  Gospel. 

As  has  been  stated,  lie  tried  a number  of  other  professions,  including  mercan- 
tile business,  Liav,  and  even  the  V.  M.  C.  A.  Avork ; but  none  of  them  afforded 
him  that  satisfaction  of  conscience  which  he  felt  he  should  have. 


REV.  ROBERT  PIERCE  LUMPKIN. 

This  name  reappeared  on  the1  Conference  roll  at  the  last  session  in  Petersburg. 
At  this  same  place  Robert  Pierce,  son  of  Rev.  William  G.  Lumpkin,  who  Avas 
from  1854  until  188(5  a member  of  the  Virginia  Conference,  was  burn  on  May 
14,  1875.  At  that  time  his  father  was  in  charge  of  lloydton  Circuit,  but  re- 
sided in  Petersburg;  so  that  the  boy  may  be  said  to  have  been  reared  in  the  itine- 
rancy. lie  comes  of  preaching  stock — his  father,  his  uncle,  Rev.  James  T. 
Lumpkin,  and  his  great-uncle,  Rev.  Joshua  L.  Garrett,  all  being  preachers  of 
no  mean  ability.  Some  years  ago  his  father  and  uncle  located,  hence  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  name  from  the  Conference  roll.  At  his  location,  his  father  set- 
tled in  Manchester,  set  up  a print  shop,  and  started  a paper  entitled  "The  Peo- 
ple's Friend.”  There  Robert  attended  school  until  his  father’s  death  in  181)2, 
and  learned  the  printing  business,  which  he  followed  until  he  gave  himself  up 
to  his  call  to  preach,  and  entered  the  traveling  connection.  I n the  printing  office 
he  served  in  every  capacity,  from  apprentice,  or  “devil,”  to  editor. 

1 re  was  converted  at  twelve  under  his  father's  ministry,  but  lapsed,  and  Avas 
finally  reclaimed  through  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Eddie  Michaels,  and  united  with 
Central,  Manchester,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  \V.  C.  Vaden.  lie  Avas  called 
to  preach  from  the  first,  but  stilled  his  convictions  and  went  on  with  his  business, 
because  he  did  not  feel  himself  prepared  for  the  work,  ft  was  while  residing 
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in  Philadelphia  he  was  overwhelmed  with  a sense  of  his  obligation  to  preach. 
He  returned  to  Virginia,  re-embarked  in  the  newspaper  business  at  Amelia 
Courthouse,  where,  as  the  result  of  a conversation  with  Rev.  E.  Y.  Carson,  his 
convictions  culminated  in  a determination  to  give  himself  up  to  the  ministerial 
work.  Accordingly,  at  the  insistence  of  friends,  he  made  application  to  the 
District  Conference  for  license  to  preach,  and  was  at  the  same  time  recom- 
mended to  the  Annual  Conference  for  admission.  He  was  assigned  to  Mathews 
Circuit  as  junior  preacher,  and  his  first  year  in  the  Conference  was  spent  with 
Rev.  J.  E.  DeShazo  on  that  charge.  He  is  serving  his  second  year  on  the  same 
charge  under  Rev.  C.  1).  Crawley. 

He  is  sensible,  pious,  consecrated,  handsome  of  form  and  feature,  a decided 
brunette,  with  dark  eyes,  raven  locks,  and  pleasing  countenance,  with  a voice 
of  unusual  compass  and  sweetness,  nimble  mind,  pleasant  delivery,  engaging 
manner,  and  endowed  with  rare  preaching  ability;  he  gives  promise  of  rapid 
development  to  a position  of  usefulness  and  influence  in  the  Conference. 


REV.  GEORGE  WILLIAM  MARTIN  TAYLOR. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  born  in  Accomac  county,  Virginia,  April  10,  1870.  II is 
father  and  mother  having  died,  he  was  an  orphan  before  two  years  of  age.  Per- 
haps he  never  knew  the  loss  of  parents,  for  he  found  in  his  grand-parents  all 
he  lost  in  his  parents. 

The  tirst  part  of  his  life  was  spent  at  Pungoteague,  Va.,  where  he  attended 
the  graded  school.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  left  school  and  entered  business 
life  at  Harborton,  Ya.  Having  spent  a successful  business  career  of  four 
years,  he  decided  to  prepare  for  a greater  work.  To  that  end  he  entered  Ran- 
dolph-Macon  Academy,  Bedford  City,  Ya.,  January,  18t)G,  where  he  took  a 
course  preparatory  to  college.  In  181)7,  he  entered  Randolph-Macon  College, 
where  he  still  pursues  his  course. 

At  the  session  of  the  Virginia  Annual  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South,  which  convened  in  Norfolk,  November  14,  11)00,  he  was  admitted  on 
trial  into  that  body,  and  sent  to  Ashland  Circuit  with  the  privilege  of  attend- 
ing college. 


REV.  HARRY  L.  WESTON. 

Air.  Weston  was  born  in  Mathews  county,  Va.,  August  7,  1877.  Ilis  parents 
are  Thomas  R.  and  Sarah  Weston,  daughter  of  the  late  Abram  G.  Guion,  who 
for  many  years  was  one  of  the  prominent  stewards  on  the  Mathews  Circuit. 

Harry  was  converted  and  joined  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  in  1800,  under 
the  ministry  of  Rev.  James  O.  Moss.  Went  to  Randolph-Macon  College  dur- 
ing the  years  1898-1)9  and  1899-1900.  lie  served  acceptably  and  successfully 
under  Rev.  I).  G.  O.  Butts  as  junior  on  the  Gloucester  Circuit  in  the  summer 
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of  1899.  He  was  of  great  service  in  the  Sunday-school  and  Epworth  League 
work.  lie  spent  the  summer  of  1900  with  Rev.  S.  II.  Johnson  as  junior  on 
the  Pittsylvania  Circuit. 

Brother  Weston  is  studious  in  his  habits,  careful  in  the  preparation  of  his 
sermons  and  very  deliberate  in  delivery.  He  is  beloved  by  the  young  and  re- 
spected by  the  mature.  Ilis  is  a very  promising  outlook. 


REV.  J.  W.  BILL  ASTON,  JR. 

lie  was  born  August  2G,  1865,  in  Gloucester  county;  converted  and  joined 
the  Church  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Martin  at  Bethlehem  church,  Glou- 
cester county,  in  the  summer  of  1885  ; attended  Randolph- Alacon  Academy, 
Bedford  City,  in  the  fall  of  1889;  attended  two  sessions;  then  to  Randolph- Ala- 
con  College  for  four  sessions;  admitted  into  the  Virginia  Conference  on  trial 
in  1899;  assigned  to  Grace  church,  Newport  News;  served  one  year,  then  sent 
to  Charles  City  Circuit. 

Mr.  liillaston  has  the  qualities,  well  used,  to  bring  honor  to  himself  and  gain 
to  the  Church.  He  is  bending  himself  to  serve  his  own  generation  with  energy 
and  success. 


REV.  ROBERT  L.  BUSBY. 

Mr.  Busby,  son  of  Andrew  J.  and  Olivia  E.  Busby,  was  born  at  Norfolk, 
Va.,  February  13,  1863.  Ilis  father,  who  was  a “blockade  runner”  in  the  Con- 
federate service  during  the  four  years  of  unpleasantness  between  the  North 
and  South,  died  the  year  after  the  war  closed,  leaving  a widow  with  live  chil- 
dren. Having  lost  everything  during  the  war,  the  once  prosperous  family  was 
reduced  to  very  moderate  circumstances. 

T he  subject  of  this  sketch  began  his  education  at  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city,  but  later  entered  the  Norfolk  Military  Academy,  under  the  tutelage 
of  Rev.  Robert  Gatewood,  with  the  intention  of  preparing  for  the  Naval  Acad- 
emy at  Annapolis.  Being  an  apt  scholar,  an  offer  was  made  bv  an  Episcopal 
lady  to  educate  him  for  the  Episcopal  ministry,  which  proposition  his  mother 
would  not  consent  to.  “Cotton”  then  being  considered  “king,”  young  Busby, 
greatly  against  his  own  wishes,  left  school  to  enter  the  cotton  business.  Begin- 
ning as  an  office  boy  in  the  employ  of  Colonel  Rader  Biggs,  of  Norfolk,  he 
rapidly  rose  to  the  grade  of  an  “expert  accountant”  in  office  affairs  and  an  “ex- 
pert, grader”  of  cotton. 

On  April  30,  1885,  he  married  Miss  Anna  Cecelia  Skinner,  of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  after  which  he  removed  to  Norfolk  county,  where  for  several  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  trucking  business. 

Being  raised  in  a Christian  family  by  a sainted  mother,  he  gave  his  heart  to 
God  in  early  life;  but  upon  reaching  young  manhood,  he  fell  away  from  the 
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faith,  but  being  continually  followed  by  prayers  of  loved  ones,  lie  returned  again 
to  the  fold  of  Christ. 

Becoming  identified  with  all  branches  of  Church  work,  he  seemed  to  realize 
the  great  responsibility  of  every  human  life.  While  engaged  in  the  trucking 
business  he  felt  the  call  to  preach,  but  resisted  the  call  until  the  power  of  God 
compelled  him  to  yield  to  the  influence  of  ^he  Spirit.  While  the  Bev.  d.  1). 
Hank  was  pastor  of  the  East  Norfolk  Circuit  lie  entered  the  ‘‘local  ranks”  with 
the  intention  of  prosecuting  his  secular  work  and  preaching  when  any  de- 
mand should  be  made  upon  him;  hut  after  entering  the  field  he  found  the 
call  to  active  work  in  the  itinerancy  was  more  than  he  could  resist;  so  he 
yielded  up  everything  for  the  cause  of  his  Master,  and  entered  the  Virginia 
Conference,  held  at  Portsmouth,  Va.,  November,  1898. 

lie  is  tall  in  stature,  of  spare  build,  a deep  thinker,  profound  student,  and 
often  reaches  the  point  of  eloquence  in  delivering  his  sermons. 


REV.  ARTHUR  B.  SHARPE. 

Mr.  Sharpe  was  born  in  the  city  of  London,  England,  March  1,  1803.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  in  the  autumn  of  1883,  and,  selecting  Virginia  for 
his  future  home,  settled  in  Nottoway  county  on  the  farm  of  Joseph  T. 
Vaughan,  near  the  town  of  Burkeville. 

He  made  a public  profession  of  faith  in  Christ  under  the  ministry  of  Rev. 
T.  M.  Beckham,  deceased,  at  Smyrna  church,  on  the  Burkeville  Circuit,  in 
1880.  lie  moved  to  the  town  of  Crewe,  soon  after  its  settlement,  and  en- 
gaged as  clerk  in  the  store  of  Captain  E.  E.  Lockett,  with  whom  he  subse- 
quently entered  into  partnership.  On  Sabbath  days  he  engaged  in  Sunday- 
school  work,  and  organized  Sunday-schools  in  the  country  adjacent  to  Crewe. 
Feeling  called  of  God  to  preach  the  Gospel,  after  two  years  of  hesitancy  and 
thoughtful  and  prayerful  consideration,  he  applied  for  license  to  preach  at 
the  Quarterly  Conference,  held  at  Nottoway  Courthouse,  in  June,  1890,  Rev. 
Joshua  S.  Hunter  being  the  Presiding  Elder.  He  first  began  to  preach  at 
Ward’s  chapel  and  public  school-houses  in  the  country  as  a local  minister. 
Receiving  unsolicited  and  unexpectedly  an  invitation  from  Rev.  J.  II.  Amiss, 
then  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Norfolk  District,  to  take  charge  of  Bethel  Mis- 
sion in  December,  1892,  believing  that  Providence  had  thus  presented  to  him 
“an  open  door”  for  the  entire  consecration  of  his  life  and  time  to  the  one 
work  of  preaching  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  he  promptly  decided  to  give  up  a lu- 
crative temporal  business,  and  to  enlist  fully  and  forever  in  the  ranks  of  the 
itinerant  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

He  Avas  admitted  on  trial  at  the  Virginia  Conference,  held  in  Danville,  No- 
vember, 1893,  and  assigned  to  the  Prince  Edward  Circuit,  which  he  served 
most  faithfully  for  two  years,  and  endeared  himself  greatly  to  all  the  people. 
He  was  ordained  local  deacon  at  the  Annual  Conference,  held  in  Charlottes- 
ville, November,  1894.  He  was  assigned  to  the  Charlotte  Circuit  in  1895, 
where  the  fruits  and  evidences  of  his  arduous  and  efficient  labors  are  known 
and  visible  in  every  congregation,  and  will  abide  for  years  to  come,  lie  served 
Culpeper  Circuit  one  year,  and  is  now  pastor  of  East  Sufl’olk  and  Magnolia. 
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lie  was  married  December  14,  1897,  to  Miss  Anna  0.  Spencer,  of  Prince 
Edward  county,  a granddaughter  of  Rev.  M.  M.  Dance,  a familiar  and  most 
highly-honored  name  in  Virginia  Methodism. 

One  special  feature  lias  characterized  his  ministry  and  authenticated  the 
genuineness  of  his  call  to  preach  the  Gospel — many  souls  have  already  been 
won  to  Christ  by  him,  and,  judging  bis  future  by  bis  past  ministry  of  the 
Word,  many  more  will  be  led  by  him  from  the  darkness  and  thraldom  of  sin 
and  Satan  “into  the  marvelous  light  and  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God.” 


REV.  ROBERT  TUCKS  McADEN. 

Robert  Hicks  McAden,  grandson  of  the  late  Rev.  James  McAden,  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference,  was  born  near  South  Hill,  Mecklenburg  county,  Va.,  March 
16,  1869. 

While  quite  young  his  parents  moved  to  Brunswick  county,  Va.,  where  he  lias 
since  resided.  lie  joined  the  Church  in  childhood  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev. 
W.  II.  Atwill,  and,  so  far  as  bis  outward  conduct  was  concerned,  lived  a con- 
sistent Christian  life.  But  his  life  was  a sea  of  unrest,  for  he  was  impressed 
all  along  that  God  wanted  him  to  preach,  and  he  was  trying  to  stifle  the  call. 
Ilis  natural  timidity  and  lack  of  early  educational  advantages  made  him  defer 
a long  time  before  taking  this  most  important  step.  He  did  not  take  it  until 
God  sent  upon  him  a serious  illness,  and  he  felt  that  “woe  is  me  if  I preach  not 
the  Gospel.”  So  he  promised  God  if  lie  would  raise  him  up  he  would 
heed  the  call,  and  do  the  best  that  he  could.  God  did  raise  him  up,  and  he  be- 
gan at  once  to  put  his  decision  into  effect. 

In  the  fall  of  1894  he  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Quarterly  Conference 
of  South  Brunswick  Circuit,  and  the  following  year,  through  the  efforts  and 
co-operation  of  his  mother,  he  entered  Bedford  City  Academy.  He  remained 
at  the  Academy  two  years  and  a half,  and  then  went  to  Randolph-Macon  College, 
where  he  remained  three  years,  graduating  in  June,  1900,  taking  the  A.  B. 
degree. 

In  September  of  the  same  year  lie  was  called  to  supply  Blandford  church  till 
Conference,  the  pastor,  Rev.  L.  C.  Moore,  wishing  to  return  to  colie  ge.  In  No- 
vember, at  Norfolk,  he  was  admitted  on  trial,  and  sent  back  to  Blandford,  where 
he  is  at  present. 


REV.  R.  HARRISON  MARKS. 

It  was  on  “All  Saints’  Day,”  1874,  that  Richard  Harrison  Marks  was  born. 
From  lack  of  personal  acquaintance  with  the  saints,  it  is  hard  to  decide  which 
one  he  most  resembles  either  in  appearance  or  in  spirit.  We  leave  that  for  the 
reader  to  decide.  He  is  five  feet  eleven  inches  tall,  weighing  about  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  pounds.  He  is  modest,  gentle,  meditative,  yet  jovial,  lie 
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thinks  before  lie  speaks.  In  the  pulpit  his  speech  is  mostly  a conversational 
style — clear,  convincing  and  persuasive;  he  does  not  use  notes.  II is  people 
say,  “He  is  a fine  preacher  and  a faithful  pastor.”  In  revival  services  he  is 
calm,  and  trusts  in  the  Spirit  of  God  to  do  II  is  work.  Personal  effort  in  the 
church  at  these  seasons  is  valued,  yet  Marks  is  careful  not  to  let  zeal  be  car- 
ried too  far,  fearing  that  the  conversions  may  be  of  man’s  power  and  not  of 
God’s,  lie  always  examines  carefully  into  the  faith  and  experience  of  those 
who  knock  for  admission  at  the  doors  of  the  Church. 

As  a student,  he  gets  at  the  foundation  of  things.  He  is  not  a recluse,  but 
believes  in  fresh  air  and  a plenty  of  exercise,  and  takes  both.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Randolph-Macon  College,  entering  1892.  He  spent  three  years  and 
a half  there,  standing  always  among  the  first  in  his  classes  and  often  at  the 
head.  After  leaving  there  he  taught  for  one  year  at  Smithdeal  Business  Col- 
lege, serving  as  principal  of  the  stenographic  and  typewriting  department 
of  that  institution. 

In  November,  1897,  he  was  received  into  the  Virginia  Conference  on  trial, 
and  sent  to  Ashland  Circuit,  where  he  served  two  years. 

He  was  married  in  June,  1899,  to  Miss  Sallie  Everette  Watt,  of  Henrico 
county,  a woman  of  rare  intellectual  attainments  and  altogether  a business- 
like, gentle,  attractive  woman,  who  makes  friends  everywhere  and  keeps  them. 
“A  model  Methodist  preacher’s  wife,”  he  says.  One  little  daughter  adds  joy 
to  their  home. 

Mr.  Marks  is  a Methodist  by  choice;  he  is  not  from  a Methodist  home.  He 
was  christened  in  the  Episcopal  Church;  and  not  till  he  had  studied  the  doc- 
trines of  several  of  the  leading  Churches  was  he  fully  convinced  as  to  the  Church 
with  which  he  would  cast  his  lot  as  a minister.  He  was  converted  at  Syca- 
more church,  Prince  George  county,  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  J.  B.  DeBerry, 
and  two  years  afterward  he  joined  the  Methodist  Church. 

He  is  broad-minded  and  liberal  to  all  brethren  of  whatever  faith,  but  is  bold 
to  preach  Methodist  doctrines.  Tie  is  fearless,  and  attacks  all  enemies  of  God’s 
cause;  but,  being  a man  of  tact,  he  rarely  offends.  He  was  received  into  lull 
connection  and  ordained  deacon  in  Petersburg  in  1899  by  Bishop  Wilson,  and 
will  doubtless  be  ordained  elder  in  Newport  News  in  November,  1901.  lie 
is  now  serving  Charlotte  Circuit  the  second  year,  and  is  in  high  favor  with 
his  people. 

Mr.  Marks  draws  his  life  from  choice  Virginians — as  ancestors.  His 
parents  were  Charles  Harrison  and  Helen  Peebles  Marks.  The  scientist  and 
wit,  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  of  Boston,  made  answer  to  the  question  of  how  to 
train  a boy  towards  best  character,  “Begin  with  him  three  generations  before 
he  is  born  by  supplying  him  with  improved  ancestors.”  Such  has  been  the 
good  fortune  of  Mr.  Marks. 


REV.  DANIEL  TATUM  MERRITT,  A.  B.,  B.  I). 

Good  heredity  counts  for  much.  Preachers’  boys,  as  a rule,  succeed  well. 
To  a great  extent  this  mav  account  for  the  success  of  Mr.  Merritt,  lie  was 
born  in  the  good  old  town  of  Smithfield  on  July  18,  1874,  of  Rev.  Joseph  B. 
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and  Ella  Lyon  Merritt.  1 Lis  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Major  Daniel 
Lyon,  of  Petersburg,  Va.  1 1 is  father  has  been  for  years  the  well-known  and 
efficient  chaplain  of  the  Seaman’s  Bethel  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  where  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  has  spent  most  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Merritt  received  his  early  instruction  from  that  prominent  educator  of 
Norfolk,  Rev.  Robert  Gatewood.  Here  he  acquired  habits  of  study  which 
have  made  him  one  of  the  most  scholarly  young  men  of  the  Conference.  Aftei 
completing  the  course  at  Norfolk,  he  entered  Randolph-Macon  College,  where 
he  achieved  a reputation,  not  only  for  studious  habits,  but  for  courtliness  of 
manner  and  kindness  of  spirit  that  made  him  very  popular  in  that  institu- 
tion. After  completing  the  A.  B.  course  at  Randolph-Macon,  he  still  further 
pursued  his  studies  at  the  Vanderbilt  University.  From  this  institution  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity  in  June,  1898.  He  was 
easily  one  of  the. most  popular  boys  in  the  institution.  Having  a fondness 
for  athletics,  he  was  captain  of  the  baseball  team,  and  this  position,  giving  him 
great  popularity,  he  was  enabled  to  do  much  good  for  the  cause  of  Christ. 
His  influence  was  salutary  and  his  example  inspiring  to  many  young  men. 
Whilst  fond  of  athletic  sports,  he  did  not  waste  time  on  them,  but  took  a posi- 
tion in  his  classes  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud. 

Religious  experience  counts  for  more  than  anything  else  in  the  preacher’s 
life.  Mr.  Merritt,  when  thirteen  years  of  age,  was  soundly  converted  to  God 
under  the  ministry  of  the  saintly  Betty  at  Queen  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  His  life  is  “hid  with  Christ  in  God.” 

As  a minister,  Mr.  Merritt  has  been  uniformly  successful.  During  the  va- 
cation of  1897  he  was  asked  to  take  charge  of  Port  Norfolk  work,  and  so 
wisely  did  he  manage  its  affairs  that  he  was  able  to  secure  subscriptions  for 
the  substantial  structure  and  to  organize  a strong  nucleus  for  a good  Society. 
Returning  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  that  fall,  he  was  sought  out  by  the  West- 
minster Presbyterian  church  and  asked  to  supply  that  pulpit,  which  he  did 
with  great  acceptability.  Ills  open  mind  and  generous  heart  made  him  ac- 
ceptable with  all  creeds  while  ever  loyal  to  Methodism.  In  the  summer  of 
1898  he  was  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Missions  to  canvass  the  Epworth 
Leagues  of  the  Virginia  Conference  in  the  interest  of  the  Missionary  Read- 
ing Course. 

Mr.  Merritt  was  licensed  to  preach  September  9,  1892.  In  November, 
1898,  he  joined  the  Conference,  and  received  his  first  appointment  to  Hun- 
tersville church,  Norfolk.  Here  his  services  have  been  marked.  The  field  had 
not  proved  remunerative  before,  and  some  had  even  advised  the  abandon- 
ment of  it;  but  in  1899-’01,  under  the  wise  administration  of  its  energetic  pas- 
tor it  more  than  doubled  its  membership,  paying  all  assessments  in  full.  Dur- 
ing his  second  term  at  Huntersville  he  inaugurated  the  Park  Place  Mission 
School,  which  has  very  bright  prospects  before  it. 

In  person,  engaging;  in  manner,  graceful;  in  heart,  sympathetic;  in  habits, 
studious;  in  life,  exemplary;  being  fully  in  touch  with  the  vital  movements 
of  the  times;  in  the  pulpit,  simple,  yet  impressive.  Souls  are  converted  under 
his  ministry.  Possessing  these  qualities,  all  of  his  acquaintances  predict  for 
him  a successful  career  as  a minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  lie  is  the  pastor  of  Port 
Norfolk. 
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REV.  WILLIAM  COCKE  PACE. 

Mr.  Pace  was  born  in  Albemarle  county,  Ya.,  April  2G,  18G7.  Ilis  par- 
ents are  William  W.  and  Jennie  E.  Pace.  In  1870  bis  father  moved  to  Elm- 
wood, near  Bon  Air,  Chesterfield  county,  Ya.  When  old  enough  be  attended 
the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  of  Richmond.  He  entered  Randolph- 
Macon  College  in  1890,  where  he  remained  one  session. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  made  a profession  of  faith,  and  from  that  time 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  work  for  the  Master.  He  was  licensed  as  a local  preacher 
at  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  West  Chesterfield  Circuit,  held  at  Hopewell 
church  May  G,  1 893. 

Ife  was  admitted  into  the  Virginia  Conference  on  trial  at  the  session  held 
at  Charlottesville  in  .November,  1894,  was  ordained  deacon  at  the  session  of 
the  Conference  held  at  Lynchburg  in  November,  1890,  and  was  ordained 
elder  at  the  session  held  at  Portsmouth  in  November,  1898.  Since  his  ad- 
mission into  the  Conference  Mr.  Pace  has  served  the  following  charges:  Bates- 
ville  Circuit  as  junior  preacher  till  April,  1895;  then  was  transferred  to 
Scottsville  Circuit  to  succeed  Rev.  J.  W.  Ililldrup,  deceased;  subsequently  he 
served  Whealton,  Surrv,  Staunton  River  and  Ridgeway  Circuits.  Ilis  pres- 
ent field  of  labor  is  West  Franklin.  He  is  fluent  in  the  pulpit  and  in  prayer, 
and  preaches  with  great  earnestness. 

In  1897  Mr.  Pace  married  iMiss  Rebecca  Duncan  Emory,  a popular  Chris- 
tian lady  of  Surry  county,  Ya. 


REV.  GEORGE  W.  WATKINS. 

Hr.  Watkins  received  his  first  appointment  from  Bishop  W.  W.  Duncan,  at 
the  late  Conference  session  in  Norfolk.  His  first  charge — Meadows  of  Dan 
.Mission — is  one  in  which  he  will  have  abundant  opportunity  to  show  what  is  in 
him. 

lie  is  of  pious  parentage  and  blood  relation  to  a family  which  has  sent  out 
many  Methodist  preachers.  He  is  the  son  of  George  L.  and  Hettie  Watkins. 
York  is  his  native  place.  In  his  fourth  year  he  was  left  an  orphan  and  fell  into 
the  hands  of  an  aged  grandmother,  who  cared  for  him  tenderly  until  her  in- 
firmities rendered  her  helpless.  Thence  he  was  taken  to  Mathews  county,  where, 
in  the  pious  Methodist  home  of  Hazael  and  Virginia  Hudgins,  near  Bethel 
church,  he  was  brought  up  as  one  of  their  own  children.  The  influence  of  this 
home  had  an  indelible  impression  on  his  character  and  life.  From  the  Chris- 
tian view-] mint  he  learned  habits  of  obedience,  reverence,  punctuality,  and 
economy  which  have  furnished  their  quota  to  the  “making  of  the  man.”  He 
entered  the  Sunday-school  at  seven,  and  received  soon  thereafter  his  first  dis- 
tinct and  lasting  religious  impressions,  which  culminated  in  his  early  “teens” 
in  a clear-cut  conversion.  As  he  yielded  himself  up  to  the  wooings  of  the  Spirit, 
he  felt  a sweet  persuasion  that  God  for  Christ’s  sake  had  accepted  him  and  that 
he  was  Ilis  child.  He  felt  the  call  to  the  ministry  at  fourteen,  but  shrank  from 
it  on  account  of  its  weighty  obligation.  For  nine  years  he  sought  to  banish  the 
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thought  of  undertaking  such  an  important  work.  In  the  various  avocations 
there  was  unrest,  until  at  last  he  was  constrained  to  yield  himself  up  to  God  for 
this  work.  In  July,  1897,  the  final  resolve  was  made  that,  educated  or  not,  lie 
would  do  the  best  he  could  and  trust  God  for  the  rest.  Peace  followed  this  reso- 
lution of  surrender,  and  the  way  opened  up.  Hi s education  was  meanwhile 
going  on  in  the  neighborhood  schools.  In  1892,  a year  after  his  connection  with 
Bethel  church,  Mathews  Circuit,  during  the  pastorate  of  Bev.  D.  G.  C.  Butts,  he 
obtained  a scholarship  and  spent  two  sessions  in  William  and  Mary  College, 
lie  then  taught  two  sessions.  Afterwards  he  spent  a session  at  an  academic 
school  in  Baltimore.  Then  he  entered  into  business  until  he  could  save  up  and 
pay  back  the  funds  borrowed  to  go  to  school  on.  In  September,  1898,  he  be- 
came a ministerial  student  at  Bandolph-Macon  College,  where  lie  remained  until 
his  entrance  into  the  traveling  connection  of  the  Church.  lie  gratefully  owns 
his  indebtedness  to  13r.  John  A.  Kern,  President  of  the  college,  during  his 
first  session  there  for  personal  sympathy  and  material  assistance,  which  enabled 
him  to  continue  two  full  years.  Although  he  has  seen  but  little  ministerial  ser- 
vice, he  has  exhibited  points  of  character  which  give  assurance  of  usefulness. 

He  is  of  medium  height,  in  complexion  a brunette,  hazel  eyes,  dark  hair  and 
moustache,  lithe  of  form,  supple,  well-knit;  weighs  about  one  hundred  and  forty, 
of  serious  countenance,  modest,  retiring  in  disposition,  hut  graceful  in  gesture 
and  before  an  audience  self-possessed  and  collected ; he  is  destined  to  rise  to  a 
good  position  among  his  brethren  of  the  Conference. 


BEV.  A.  SIDNEY  JOHNSTONE  BICE. 

Mr.  Albert  Sidney  Johnstone  Bice  was  born  in  Northumberland  county,  Vir- 
ginia, February  9,  18G4.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  was  converted  and  joined 
the  Church.  He  says:  “I  attribute  my  early  conversion  to  the  religious  impres- 
sion that  was  made  on  me  in  my  home.” 

In  1891,  Mr.  Bice  entered  the  Conference  in  which  he  has  since  labored  unsel- 
fishly and  successfully.  He  has  served  the  following  charges:  Floyd  Street, 
Danville;  West  Buckingham,  West  New  Kent  and  Fluvanna.  lie  was  married, 
November  the  8th,  1894,  to  Miss  Florence  Si  pc*,  of  Buckingham  county,  Vir- 
ginia. 

He  is  unassuming  under  all  circumstances,  noble  in  aim  and  practice,  and 
clothed  with  the  rare  grace— humility — so  that  he  is  ever  surprised  at  the  favor 
he  gains  with  his  people.  He  is  in  every  respect  worthy  to  be  a preacher  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ.  Those  who  know  his  quiet  service  are  drawn  to  him  and 
learn  to  reverence  the  spirit  that  controls  his  life.  Our  Methodism  is  proud  to 
claim  as  ministers  at  her  altars  men  like  Sidney  Bice,  who  lose  themselves  in 
the  glorious  light  they  bear. 

In  the  domestic  happiness  of  our  brother,  with  his  lovely  wife  and  two  bright 
little  ones,  we  have  still  another  added  to  the  many  examples  of  perfect  peace* 
and  joy  shut  in  the*  ark  of  the  itinerant  preacher’s  home  which  floats  in  safety, 
though  the  waters  that  hear  it  are  oftimes  troubled.  We  leave  Mr.  Bice  begin 
ning  his  work  on  the  Patrick  Circuit,  to  which  the  Bishop  assigned  him  at  the 
Conference,  November,  1900.  There  is  a glorious  future  before  him,  for  he  is 
looking  unto  Jesus  with  wellnigh  perfect  trust. 
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REV.  EDGAR  A.  POTTS,  A.  M.,  B.  D. 

The  noble  veteran,  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Potts,  is  honored  in  his  sons.  They  in- 
herit choice  qualities.  Their  scholarship  gives  them  rank,  and  their  personal 
endowments  elevate  them.  The  Rev.  Edgar  A.  Potts  illustrates  choice  charac- 
teristics. 

lie  was  converted  in  early  youth,  graduated  at  Randolph-Macon  with  the 
degree  of  blaster  of  Arts,  and  with  B.  1).  at  Yale.  He  entered  the  Conference 
in  1892,  and  was  ordained  local  deacon  at  the  time.  lie  has  been  pastor  at  Ma- 
toaca,  Blandford,  Liberty  Street  (Berkley),  Trinity  (Norfolk),  New  Kent, 
and  is  now  serving  Highland  Park,  Richmond,  Va. 

The  Church  has  reaped  of  his  wise  sowing.  lie  is  direct,  earnest,  and  ener- 
getic. There  is  gain.  While  “all  things  to  all  men”  for  their  good,  he  does 
not  swerve  from  the  straight  path  of  duty.  As  time  goes  on,  the  sheaves  will 
multiply  under  his  sickle.  He  is  a concrete  force,  bent  on  achieving  worthy 
ends. 


Him  mi  f>-  t-i*»7no*>  *h w »»ll 
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TILE  FOUNDERS  AND  PIONEERS  OF  METHODISE. 

This  work  of  art  and  history  contains  the  patriarchs  of  the  Church.  The 
portraits  were  collected  in  Europe  and  America  after  seven  years’  search  hy 
Rev.  0.  C.  Goss.  'They  were  taken  from  “profiles,  lithographs,  daguerreotypes, 
miniatures,  oil  paintings.”  The  cost  ran  up  into  thousands  of  dollars.  A num- 
ber of  the  images  can  be  found  nowhere  else.  The  present  owner  of  this  unique 
collection  (Dr.  La  (forty)  has  added  a few  notable  Southern  men,  as  Chancellor 
Garland,  Alii  burn,  the  blind  chaplain  of  the  United  States  Senate,  and  martyrs, 
as  Monroe,  butchered  in  Missouri  during  the  Civil  War,  etc. 


A.— JOHN  WESLEY, 
n.— SIMPSON. 

C.— BOWMAN. 

1). — MERRILL. 

E. —W  ARISEN. 

F. — FOSS. 

G. — WALDEN. 

It.— HARGROVE. 

I. — HURST. 

.J.— ANDREWS. 

K.  — Wlt.EI  . 

L.  — FOSTER. 

M —HARRIS. 

N. — McTYEIRE. 

O. — WILSON. 

P.  — PARKER. 
q—  GRANISKRY. 

R. — KEENER. 

S. — PIERCE. 

WESLEY  FAMILY. 

1.  Annesley,  Samuel — Wesley's  Maternal  Grandfather. 

2.  John — Wesley's  Paternal  Grandfather — Graduate  of 

Oxford. 

3.  Samuel— Father  of  Wesley — Forty  years  Rector  of  Ep- 

worth— Author — Father  of  l‘J  Children. 

4.  Samuel — The  same  as  No.  3,  in  his  19th  year — Student 

at  Oxford,  writing  his  first  work. 

5.  Susanna — Wesley’s  Mother,  daughter  of  Dr.  Annesley — 

Mother  and  educator  of  10  children. 

0.  Samuel— Eldest  Brother  of  John — Head  Master  of  Tiv- 
erton School. 

7.  Charles — John’s  Brother  and  Co-laborer — Poet  of  Meth- 
odism- -Author  of  0,000  Hymns  and  Psalms. 

8 Sarah — Wife  of  Charles. 

9.  Sarah — The  same  as  No.  8,  taken  at  a different  period. 

10.  Sarah-  Daughter  of  Charles  and  Sarah. 

11.  Samuel— Son  of  Charles  and  Sarah  Distinguished  as 
a Musician  and  Organist-  Fine  Classic  Scholar. 

12.  Samuel— The  same  as  No.  1.1,  in  his  8th  year,  engaged 
in  Musical  Studies.  Portrait  hy  order  of  Lord 
Morning!  on. 

13.  Charles— Son  of  Charles  and  Sarah— Musician. 

11.  Rudd,  Lady— Second  Wife  of  Mr.  Gwynne,  Elder 
Brother  of  Mrs.  Charles  Wesley— Often  Mistaken  for 
Wesley’s  Mother. 


Arminius,  James,  D.  D. — Founder  of  Methodist  Theology. 
Born  in  Holland  1500. 

Asbury,  Francis-  Apostle  of  American  Methodism.  Born 
in  England  1745. 

Asbury.  Elizabeth— Mother  of  the  Bishop. 

Ault,  W m. — One  of  the  Pioneers  with  Dr.  Coke  in  India, 
and  the  first  to  die  on  its  soil. 

Averall,  Adam— Founder  and  first  President  of  “Irish 
Primitive  Methodism.” 

Albright,  Jacob  Founder  of  “Albright  German  Meth- 
odism.” 

Andrew,  James  O.,  1).  D. — One  of  the  Bishops  of  South- 
ern Church. 

Abbott,  Benj.— Pioneer.  Magnetic  Orator.  Began  to 
preach  1772. 

Allen,  Rich. — Founder  and  first  Bishop  of  African  M.  E. 
( 'lunch. 

Akers,  Peter,  I).  I). — Pioneer  in  the  West.  Author. 

Joined  Conference  1821. 


Alexander,  Robert — Pioneer  in  Texas.  A born  leader. 

Braimvell,  Win. — The  Revivalist  of  England  for  thirty 
years.  Began  1785. 

Benson,  Joseph — Pioneer  in  England,  and  Commentator. 

Bunting,  Jahez — Patriarch  and  Czar  of  English  Methodism. 
Born  1779. 

Baxter,  John— First  Regular  Methodist  Missionary  in  the 
West  Indies. 

Black,  Wm. — Apostle  of  Methodism  in  the  British 
Provinces. 

Bourne,  Hugh — Founder  of  English  “Primitive  Meth- 
odism” in  1810. 

Boardman,  Rich.-  One  of  the  first  Preachers  to  the  United 
States  from  tin*  English  Conference  in  1709. 

Bassett,  Rich. — Judge,  Governor,  United  States  Senator,  of 
Delaware,  etc. 

Boehm,  Martin—  Pioneer  of  Methodism  among  the  Ger- 
mans. 

Boehm,  Henry — Traveling  Companion  of  Asbury.  B.  1775. 

Broadhead,  John — Pioneer  in  New  England. 

Broadhead,  Mrs. — W ite  of  John.  Hostess  of  Asbury  and 
other  Pioneers. 

Bigelow,  Russell  Pioneer  in  Kentucky,  Maryland,  and 
Ohio.  Joined  Conference  1814. 

Burch,  Thos.  Pioneer  in  Canada  and  Middle  Stat  s 

Bangs,  Nathan,  I).  D.  Pioneer.  Historian  of  Methodism. 

Bond,  Thos.,  D.  I).— Local  Preacher  and  Editor  of  New 
York  Advocate. 

Bascom,  Henry,  J).  I).  -Pulpit  Orator. 

Betwceii-thc- Logs—  Indian  Chief  and  Pioneer  Preach  r to 
his  Tribe. 

Burns,  Francis — First  Colored  Methodist  Bishop  in  Africa. 

Brunson,  A.,  D. — Pioneer  among  the  Indians  of  the 
Northwest. 

Butler,  W in..  I).  D. — Founder  of  American  M.thodism  in 
India. 

Coke,  Thos.,  LL.  I).— The  Pioneer  Missionary.  First 
Bishop  of  Hu*  M.  E.  Church. 

Clarke,  Adam,  LL.  D.  Founder,  Commentator  and 
Linguist. 

Carter  -Minister  Southern  Mctli.  Martyr  in  Missouri  in 
Civil  War. 

Clarke,  Mary—  Wife  of  Dr.  Clarke. 

Charles,  T.,  D.  D -Founder  of  Sunday  Schools  in  W ales. 

Carvosso,  Wm.  The  Noted  Class  Lead  *r  in  England  for 
(iO  years. 

Cook,  ('has. — Apostle  of  Methodism  in  Fiance. 

Case,  Wm.— Apostle  of  Methodism  in  Canada. 

Collins,  John-Pioneer  and  Veteran  in  Ohio. 

Cooper,  Ezekiel-  Pioneer,  Book  Ag  nt,  Editor,  etc. 

Cook,  Valentino-  Pioneer  in  Ya.,  Sid.,  Penn.,  and  Ky. 

Cartwright,  l\,  D.  D.-r -Pioneer  and  50  years  a Presiding 
Elder;  f arloss. 

Clark,  Laban,  D.  1). — One  of  the  Founders  of  the  Wes- 
leyan University. 

Cox,  Melville  B.-  Pioneer;  Virginian;  died  in  West  rn 
Africa. 

Creagh,  Bartholomew  Great  in  goodness. 

Capers,  Wm.,  D.  D.— One  of  the  Bishops  of  the  Southern 
( 'hurch. 

Coles,  Geo. — Pioneer  in  Sunday-School  Lit  *rature. 

Cookruan,  Geo.  G.  Pioneer  and  Pulpit  Orator. 

Crooks,  Mary  M.  -Mother  of  Dr.  Geo.  and  Wm.  B. 

Comegys,  Mrs. — Wife  of  Governor  C. 

Dawson,  W'm.  — Pioneer  in  the  cause  of  Missions  in  Lngl’d. 

Drew,  Sam’l — ‘The  Metaphysical  Shoemaker,”  Local 
Preacher,  and  Author. 
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Dixon,  James,  1).  1). — One  of  the  Patriarchs  of  the  English 
Conference. 

Dickens,  John — Pioneer  in  Va.,  Founder  of  Meth.  Book 
Concern. 

Dow,  Lorenzo — The  Eccentric  Itinerating  Missionary. 

Dow,  Peggy— Wife  of  Lorenzo. 

Disosway,  Anne — Pioneer  in  N.  Y. 

Durbin,  John  1*.,  1).  1). — Orator;  22  years  Missionary  Sec. 

Doub,  Peter  -Leader  and  Logician  in  North  Carolina. 

Dempster,  John,  1).  D. — Pioneer  in  Theological  Education. 

Everett,  James — Founder  of  English  “Free  Methodism.” 

Embury,  Philip — Founder  in  New  York.  Arrived  in  New 
York  1700. 

Early,  John,  D.  D. — Pioneer  and  Bishop  of  Southern  Ch. 

Early,  Elizabeth  B. — Wife  of  Bishop  E. 

Emory,  John,  D.  D. — Pioneer  in  Mil. , and  Bishop. 

Emory,  Ann  — Wife  of  Bishop  E. 

Elliott,  Clias.,  LL  1). — Pioneer  of  Education  in  the  West. 

Fletcher,  John — Pioneer  of  English  Methodism;  saintly, 
polemic. 

Fletcher,  Mary — Wife  of  Mr.  F.,  Pioneer  in  benevolent 
efforts.  ' 

Finley,  James  B. — Pioneer  among  the  Indians  in  the  West. 

Fisk,  Wilbur,  D.  D — One  of  the  Founders  and  first 
President  of  the  Wesleyan  University. 

Graham,  Charles — Pioneer  Irish  Missionary. 

Garrettson,  Freeborn — Pioneer  in  America. 

Garrettson,  Oath. — Wile  of  Freeborn;  Daughter  of  Judge, 
and  Sister  of  Chancellor  Livingston. 

Goss,  Rebecca — Forty  years  a Class-Leader  in  England. 

George,  Enoch — Pioneer  and  Bishop. 

Gruber,  Jacob — Pioneer  in  Pa.,  Del.,  and  Va.  A wit. 

Gary,  Geo. — Early  Missionary  to  Oregon. 

Griffith,  Alfred— Pioneer  in  Pa.,  Md.,  and  Va. 

Garrett,  Eliza — Foundress  of  “Garrett  Biblical  Institute.” 

Garland — Chancellor  of  Vanderbilt  University;  Virginia 
gentleman. 

Green,  A.  L.  P.,  D.  D. — Pioneer  in  Tenn.,  Church  States- 
man, Master  of  logic  and  wit. 

Huntington,  Countess  of — Founder  of  English  “Calvanistic 
Methodism.” 

Hamilton,  Win. — Pioneer  in  Ireland. 

Harris,  Howell — Founder  of  Welsh  Calvanistic  Methodism. 

Hibbard,  Billy — Pioneer  in  New  England  and  New  York. 

Heck,  Barbara — Founder  in  New  York. 

Horne,  James — Missionary  in  the  W'est  Indies  for  fifty 
years. 

Redding,  Elijah— Pioneer  in  New  England,  and  Bishop. 

Harris,  Elisha-  Pioneer  in  Rhode  Island;  Governor,  etc. 

Iledstrom,  O.  C.  — Foundci  of  the  Scandinavian  Missions. 

Harmon,  Geo. — Pioneer  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 

Hamline,  Leonidas  L. , 1>.  1). — Pioneer  and  Bishop. 

Ilamline,  Melinda— Wife  of  Bishop  11.,  and  Pioneer  in 
Church  Efforts. 

Harper,  Mrs. — Mother  of  “Harper  Brothers.” 

Halstead,  Mrs. — Pioneer  in  New  York. 

Jackson,  Thus. — Patriarch  of  the  English  Conference. 

Jacoby,  L.,  I).  1). — Apostle  of  Methodism  in  Germany. 

Jones,  Peter— Chief  and  Preacher  among  the  Chippewas. 

Johnson — Southern  Methodist  Minister;  murdered  in  Mis- 
souri during  Civil  War. 

Jenkins — Killed  by  mob  during  Civil  War.  Southern 
Methodist  Minister. 

Kilhum,  Alex.-  Founder  of  “New  Connection  Methodists.” 

Kennedy,  Win.  M.  Pioneer  in  South  Carolina. 

Losee,  Win. — One  of  the  earliest  Pioneers  in  Canada. 

Lane,  Geo. — Pioneer  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Book  Agent. 

Levings,  Noah.  1).  D. — Pioneer  and  Secretary  American 
Bible  Society. 

Luekev.  Samuel,  I).  D. — Pioneer  in  New  York  and  Canada. 

Lockwood,  Priscilla.— Wife  of  Hon.  John  L. ; Pioneer  in 
Dolawa  re. 

Moore,  Henry— Pioneer  in  Ireland;  Official  Historian 
English  .Methodism. 

McKendrce,  NVm. — Virginian ; Bishop;  Statesman. 

Mortimer,  Eliz.—  Pioneer  of  English  Methodism. 

Mudge,  Enoch— First  Native  Methodist  Preacher  in  New 
England. 

Merwin,  Samuel  Pioneer  in  Canada  and  the  Atlantic 
States. 

Mattison,  Seth — Veteran  of  the  Genessee  Conf.,  N.  Y. 

Mcnroe — Southern  Methodist  Minister;  assassinated  in  Mis- 
souri (luring  C Mvil  War. 

McLean,  John— Pioneer  of  Methodism  in  Ohio;  Judge. 

Malfitt,  John  N.  The  Noted  Preacher  and  Revivalist. 

Morris,  Tlios.,  I).  D.  -Pioneer  in  Ohio  and  Virginia. 

MeClintock,  Mrs. — Mother  of  Dr.  John,  and  Pioneer  in 
Philadelphia. 

Marim.  Hannah— Mother  of  Hon.  Thos.  M.  Pioneer  in 
Delaware. 


Mason,  Mary — Wife  of  Rev.  Thos  M.;  Pioneer  in  benevo- 
lent efforts,  New  York. 

Mead,  Sarah— W ife  of  Ralph,  and  Pioneer  in  New  York. 

Newton,  Robert,  D.  I). — Advocate  of  Missions,  English 
Conference;  Orator. 

Nelson,  John— Hero  of  Methodism  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land. 

Nast,  Win.,  D.  1). — Apostle  of  American  German  Meth- 
odism. 

Norton,  Sarah — Pioneer  in  Benevolent  Efforts,  Ky. 

Onselev,  Gideon — Pioneer  Irish  Missionary  in  Ireland. 

Otheman,  Mary  S.—  Wife  of  Rev.  Bartholomew;  Pioneer 
in  New  England.  Fifty-two  years  of  itinerant  life. 

Olin,  Stephen,  1).  D. — Pulpit  Orator,  Author  and  Edu- 
cator. 

Ostrander,  Daniel — Pioneer  in  New  England. 

Pilmoor,  Joseph — One  of  the  first  Missionaries  from  the 
English  Conference  to  this  country. 

Pitman,  (‘has.,  D.  D. — Pioneer  and  Secretary  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Pickering,  Geo. — Pioneer  in  New  England  and  Midule 
States. 

Pierce,  Lovick,  D.  1). — Pioneer  and  Patriarch  of  Meth- 
odism. Father  of  Bishop  P. 

Peck,  Geo.,  1).  1>.-  Pioneer,  Editor,  Book  Agent,  etc. 

Peek,  Mrs.  — Mother  of  Bishop  1\,  and  Mother  and  Grand- 
mother of  18  Ministers 

Prior,  Margaret — Pioneer  in  Benevolent  Efforts,  New 
York.  Born  1778. 

Olivers — Thos. — Orator,  Poet;  Author  “God  of  Abraham,” 
‘Lo!  lie  Come.”  Genius. 

Quinn,  James — Pioneer  in  the  North  and  W7est  Territory; 
born  1775. 

Rankin,  Thomas — First  Superintendent  from  the  English 
Conference  to  America,  177*2.  Returned,  1778. 

Reilly,  William — Pioneer  and  Patriarch  in  Ireland. 

Reece,  Richard,  I).  1). — First  Delegate  from  England  to 
the  General  Conference. 

Rogers,  Hester  Ann — Pioneer  in  English  Methodism. 
Wesley’s  Housekeeper.  Born,  175G. 

Reed,  Nelson-- First  ordained  Elder  of  M.  E.  Church. 
Born  1751. 

Roszol,  Stephen  G. — Pioneer  in  Maryland  and  Virginia. 
Joined  Conference  1700. 

Roberts,  Geo. — Pioneer  in  Maryland,  New  York,  and  New 
England. 

Roberts,  U.  R. — Pioneer  in  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia. 
Bishop.  Bom  1778. 

Ruter.  M.,  I).  1).  Pioneer  in  Education,  and  in  Texas. 
Born  1785. 

Reynolds,  John — Founder  and  First  Bishop  M.  E.  Church, 
( 'anada. 

Ryerson.  Edgerton,  LL.  1). — Pioneer  of  W'esleyan  Meth- 
odism, Canada. 

Hyland,  W in.-  Pioneer  in  the  South.  Chaplain  in  Con- 
gress. 

Richardson,  Marvin — Pioneer  in  Vermont  and  New  York; 
Patriarch  New  York  Conference. 

Richardson,  James,  D.  I). — Bishop  and  Patriarch  M.  E. 
Church,  Canada. 

Rice,  Phineas,  D.  I).  — Veteran  of  the  New  York  Conf. 

Shaw,  Barnabas  Pioneer  among  the  Hottentots,  South 
Africa,  in  1815. 

Strawbridge,  Robert — Founder  in  Maryland.  Arrived  *rom 
Ireland,  1701. 

Scott,  Thomas — Pioneer  in  the  West.  Judge  in  Ohio. 
Born  1772. 

Sncthcn,  Nicholas — One  of  the  Founders  of  “Methodist 
Protestant  Church.”  Born  1701).  Ashury’s  “Silver 
Trumpet.” 

Shadford — Pioneer;  sent  to  America  by  Wesley;  Evange- 
list in  Virginia. 

Smith,  Henry  Pioneer  in  the  South  and  West.  Joined 
Conference  1701. 

Sargent,  Thomas  F. — Pioneer  South  and  East.  Hogan 
to  preach  1705. 

Sandford,  P.  P.— Pioneer  and  Patriarch  of  the  New  York 
Conference. 

Spicer,  Tobins — Pioneer  and  Veteran  in  New  York. 

Sunday,  John — Chief  and  Early  Preacher  to  the  Chippe- 
was. 

Summcrfield,  John—  Pioneer  and  Pulpit  Orator. 

Summers,  T.  O.  Pioneer  M.  E.  Church,  South.  Author, 
Editor,  Professor  Vanderbilt. 

Sworinstoad,  L.  Pioneer  ill  the  West.  Book  Agent,  i.  in- 
einnati,  Ohio. 

Soule,  Joshua-  -Pioneer.  Bishop  of  M.  E.  Church,  South. 
Born  1781.  Statesman,  stalwart,  heroic. 

Scott,  Orange — One  of  the  Founders  of  American  “Wes- 
leyan Methodism.” 
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Stockton,  Thomas,  I).  1). — One  of  the  Founders  “Meth- 
odist Protestant  Church.”  “Inspired  Orator.” 

Senev,  Frances  M. — Grandmother  of  Geo.  1 Seney;  Plii- 
thanthropist. 

Suck  ley,  Catherine — Wife  of  George;  Pioneer  in  New 
York;  born  1708. 

Sterling,  Rebecca — Wife  of  lion.  James;  Pioneer  in  New 
Jersey;  born  1701. 

Taylor,  Thomas-  Pioneer  in  England,  Ireland,  Scotland 
and  Wales.  Joined  Conference  1701. 

Tatham,  Mary — Pioneer  of  Methodism  in  England;  born 
1704. 

Tabou,  Geo. — King  and  first  Native  Preacher  of  the 
Friendly  Islands. 

Tiffin,  Ed. — Pioneer  in  Northwest  Territory;  Governor, 
etc. ; Local  Preacher. 

Tiemann,  Antony— Pioneer  of  German  Metiiodism  in  New 
York. 

Taylor,  Ed.  T. — Founder  and  40  years  Pastor  Seamen’s 
Bethel,  Boston;  Virginian;  known  as  “Father  Tay- 
lor.” Match  in  wit  with  keenest  minds. 

Taylor,  William — Pioneer  and  famous  California  Street 
Preacher;  Bishop;  Virginian. 

Taylor,  Deborah— Wife  of  Father  T.,  known  as  “Mother 
Taylor.” 

Trimble,  Allen — Pipneer  in  Ohio,  Governor,  etc. 

Trimble,  Jane — Mother  of  Allen.  Pioneer  in  Kentucky 
and  Ohio.  Born  1755. 

Vascv,  Thomas— Pioneer  in  England  and  America.  Com- 
menced preaching  1775. 

Van  Cortland,  Pierre— Pioneer  on  the  Hudson  River; 
First  Lieutenant-Governor  New  York;  eighteen  times 
re-elected. 

Van  Cortland,  Joanna— Wife  of  Governor  V.;  Grand- 
daughter of  the  first  Livingston  in  the  country. 

Walsh,  Thomas — The  learned  Pioneer  of  Methodism  in 
Ireland.  Convert  from  Roman  Catholicism.  Born  1722. 

Watson,  Richard — First  Methodist  Theological  Writer. 
Began  17‘JU. 


Whitefield,  George— Founder  of  “Calvinistic  Methodism,” 
and  Matchless  Orator.  Born  1714. 

Webb,  Captain  Thos. — One  of  the  Founders  of  American 
Methodism. 

Williams,  Robert — First  English  Missionary  to  America 
in  1701).  Pioneer  in  Virginia.  Buried  near  Suffolk. 

Whatcoat,  Richard  -Pioneer  South  and  West,  and  Bishop. 
Born  1730. 

Watters,  William — First  American  Preacher  admitted  into 
the  Conference.  Born  1751. 

Ware,  Thomas  Pioneer  East  and  West.  Born  1758. 

Wells,  Joshua  Pioneer  in  New  England,  Virginia  and 
Maryland.  Born  1704. 

White,  Thomas — Pioneer  in  Delaware;  Asbury’s  friend, 
Judge,  etc. 

Winans,  William — Pioneer  in  the  Southwest;  Debater  and 
Statesman;  born  1788. 

W'albridge,  Elizabeth— Known  as  “The  Dairyman’s 

Daughter.”  Isle  of  Wight. 

Webb,  Daniel — At  his  death,  the  oldest  Methodist 
Preacher  in  the  World.  Died  1807. 

Washburn,  Ebenezer — Pioneer  in  New  York. 

Waugh,  Beverly— Pioneer  in  Virginia  and  Maryland. 
Bishop.  Joined  Conference  1800. 

Wright,  J F. — Pioneer  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
and  Book  Agent  in  Ohio. 

Wilkins,  Ann — One  of  the  Founders  in  W'estern  Africa. 

Willis,  Ann— Wife  of  Rev.  Henry  W.,  and  Pioneer  in 
Maryland.  Born  1700. 

White,  Sarah- Wife  of  Sam  W.  Pioneer  in  Delaware. 

Williams,  Margaret — Wife  of  Sam.  Projector  of  the 
Ladies’  R t *pos i t o rv . 

Wright,  Sarah  T.  Hostess  of  Preachers. 

Walls,  Ann  R.—  Pioneer  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Born  in  England  1773. 

Worrall,  Doretha — Mother  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Palmer,  the  Au- 
thoress and  Saintly  Writer  in  New  York. 

Young,  Jacob — Pioneer  in  the  Southwest.  Born  1770. 

Young,  Sarah — Wife  of  Rev.  Daniel;  Daughter  of  Col.  E. 
Zatie;  born  1773. 
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